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BR IT REMEMBERED, Tliat on Ui« niueteenili day of April, ui the jretr of out 
Lord oiM ihoBiMd hoadiod and twcniffiv*, Md of tlw IniitMniaacB of the Uaitod 
0MIm of A>Ncintllwftftyiii)Bik| Joto BMvy MMttvfMoTlhcMMIiiMitetihMlidcpMilid 

in Um offirx- or the clerk of the Dictrict Court for th« Dittxict of Columbia, the title of a 
bof»k| Um riclit whereof ho cUiaa aa author aod pnqwictor, ia the word* following— to wit : 

** USt aad Cbaractar of the OMraUor Join Pial lOMa, a Captain in the Navy of the 
Uaitod Stataa durinf thair Kovohitionary War. Dedicated to the OlTiccrB of the Americaa 
Navj. %miiitT' Maado, * IM w bo tiiod bj oar aotNw.' By Joiu Bobij SiiarbafBo, 

!■ Mtitnaitf to the act of the Coagreu of tha United Staleo, entHIod ** An act for dw 
MMWtfMMOtof iMUaiKt, by aaenrtng the «opi«a of Mapa, Charta, aad Booka, to the 
Ikon Bad ^ninlMori of aaeh oopiet daring the tiiaea thoroin nMDtioDed."— «ad abo to tha 
act, entitled " Ao act fapplementary to an act, entitled ' an act for the wooanfement of 
i M fit i flf i by maukat thoo^ioaof llapokGhafta.aBdBookai to tho autbon ud pnpnadoi* 

ipSffilft laditchitig hiiiloricd ar)d other printa." 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I bav«hM«aMoaitaqrhMd,«id 
iM^of ay oflke, tbo day aad year tlbMnli. 

EDMUND J. LEE, 

|Zta8. f » Otrft^ad/MMrirtClNM/brcitolNiCrM^tf CMMc. 
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jrour particular patronage. 

The hpmv of ereiy individaai in the Navy 

constitutes a common stock, which every one in 
the aerrice is hound to protect 
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Tbf Cbllowin*^ letters have been received by Uie uutliur from Thomas Jeir 
Anon, E«i^ Jamit Madiwm, JEtq^ •ad th* Hebonibto JoMph*^ Story, 
«M of tk« JodfM of th0 8«|mn* C^Nurt of the United StitOT. 

Mon^iettto^ FebrvMry 14, 10;2j. 

DoriBf aaj rai id oi iBO in FlMhi I wta mdi oi^niinfiwl with Com^ 
modore John Paul looMi whoMlife yoa propose to write, and had much to * 
do with him ; yetmymttnory is so decayed that from that sourer I cun fur- 
nilh you nothing worth a place in his history. I believe I cannot better 
comply with your request than by tending you all the papers relating^ to 
Idn in my powwiion. ffii lottan to ao^ mMcA on nmiy^ will probably 
throw MMMlii^itaiiHiish yoninnynotpomBw,onhi»ooeop«tion«doring;thot 
period. His death happened after I loft Firia, and I presume you know thnt 
the National Assembly, then sittin"-, expressed Uieir rerptct for him by wtnr~ 
ing mourning. I shall be g;lad if what I furnish may add any thing mat0« 
rial to the establishment of that famt which he truiy mtrxttd. 
Bo flooHdto oooopt Ar yovnolf Am OMimaoo of my great respoct, 

(aignod) THOMAS JEFFERSON.** 



^ **Dxa& SiK, 

I hare received your letter of the 33d instant, enclosing a copy of 
your prospectus of a biography of Jtkn Paul Jones. The subject you 
Imvo dUMMi fiff yoar pen, gtim yon an bpportanitj of doiof jmHtt to on 
iiMdml whow kmim win flU a hriPiMit pogo fat tho hiHoty of tho 
AaoriooB Revolution. 

I am sorry it is not in my power to add to the materials you have derived 
from other sources. I must reg;ret, also, that my personal acquaintance 
with Captain Jones was so slight and transient, that I ought not to attempt 
ftviowof biackonolar. Hii boat, by Hoodoo, ii an onotlikenoit; poor* 
tnsyi^gwdltfaechaMetorialicftotiifoa alamped on the oonntaopneo of the 

With reqpod and good wishes, 
(Signed) JAMES MADISON." 



Washington. Ciij/t February 17, 18S9. 

General La Fayette not having your addrem, haa tent me the papers 
Iwnwilh oMkiad, niatifo to Captain John Hid lonsB, MfB^^ 
I10 diUvcnd to joo* 

Yonw, very rwpoe tfi illy, 
(SiKiied) JOSEPH STOUT.'' 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It is in the revolutions of empires Uiat truly great men 
make tfaemseWes known. <In the txanqail scenes of peace 
the human intellect, with little eicitement, and witnMit a 
grand object, is inert, exhausted in common punuitB, or 

wastes itself in placid contemplation, or in the pleasures of 
life. When powerful sentiments animate the heart, and en- 
lightened views direct us to the attainment of benefits calcu- 
lated to secure tlie freedom, happiness, and prosperity of the 
hmnaii face, the toal expands, the mental ^uHiei aspmne 
fheir natural proportion and energy, and, in defiance of the 
•artificial distinctions of society, genius, and talents^ however 
or^^nally obscure, burst from concealment, shine with re- 
splendent lustre, and manifest themselves in actions which 
command the esteem and admiration of the world. The 
history of all nations, ancient as well as modern, attest the 
truth of this assertion ; and France in jparticular, within the 
last thirty-five years, fiimiahes proof in abundance, ^t 
whatever distinctions arc created by systems of social older, 
in behalf of birth and fortune, nature distributes her favouis 
without regard to wealth or rank. 

Of all the political revolutions, the incidents of which arc 
recorded in the annals of nations, that of the British Ameri- 
can Coloniei was the most daring and manly* In other 
instances, the poverty of an exchequer, the feebleness of a 
sovereign or ministry, or the derangement of pubhc afiairs, 
has be^ seized upon as affording a favourable opportunity 
for emancipation and independence. But in that of the 
British American Colonies, the people vindicated their rights 
and contended for their hberties, when Great Britain was 
the preponderating power of Europe ; when she had men of 
the fost capacity m the cabinet, iUostrious warriors in the 
field, a navy which defied the fleets of all oflier powers, and 
pecuniary resources over which her treasury had unlimited 
control. Notwithstanding these prodigious advantages the 
people of the colonies did not hesitate to remonstrate, to re- 
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sist cncroaclmicnis, and rinally to appeal to arms. They did 
not disguise from ttiemseive:^ tlie iearful odds of such an en> 
counter ; but relying on the justice of their cause, on the di- 
vine protection, and on the intelligence of their community, 
they nnnlj supported their claims, triumphed over the for- 
midable armaments of Great Britain, and established their 
title to unrestricted sovereignty with a courage and a con- * 
stancy wliicti have been acknowledged and applauded in 
every quarter of the globe. 

The generous devotion which the people of the colonies 
exhibited in the cause of freedom, attracted the sympathy of 
patriotic wad fiberal minds in France, in Germany, and even, 
in Scotland, England, and Ireland, from winch the united 
colonies deriyed a vast moral force. Individuals from each 
of those countries resorted to the standard of America, pre- 
viously, as well as subsequently to the declaration of inde- 
pendence. The Marquis de la Fayette, the Barons Steuben 
and De Kalb, General Montgomery, and Lord Stirling arc 
names familiar to tho ears of tlic fathers of the revolution, 
and their descendants. To these may be added that of John 
* Pkul Jones^ whose chivalnc spirit and undaunted valor, 
whose active disposition and nautical skill, were themes of 
eulo^ at the court of Versailles, matter of astonishment 
and jealousy to that of London, and whose reputation and 
renown spread terror on the seas and along the shores of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

The naval strength of the British Empire being pre-emi- 
nent, the efforts to be made by America on the ocean, were 
proportionanj more difficult and dangerous thui those on the 
lana, which, nevertheless, were sufl&iently arduous. The 
services of John Paul Jones, consequently, were highly 
valuable ; and it will be found, in the succeeding pages, that 
Congress duly appreciated them. He was an experienced' 
navigator, and had an exactness of penetration which en- 
abled him, almost instinctively, to discriminate between what 
was merely of doubtful execution, and what was wholly im- 
practicable. Hence he was generally successful in lus en- 
terprises, scarcely ever failing in an undertaking or expedi- 
tion, unless through the jealousy or disobedience of ottiers, 
or the inclemency of the weather. 

The labors of John Paul Jones for the furtherance of the 
American cause, were incessant. Whether in port or at 
sea, he was indefiitigable. lie had a g<'niii? j)roiie to mi- 
venture ; and of all the naval commanders of that day, he 
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phimed anil eiecuted, bolb in America and in Europe^ the 

most annoying expeditions against the enemy. Such was 
his intrepidity, that he was appalled by no peril, liowever 
great ; and his presence of mind never forsook him, even in 
the most sudden and extraordinary emergencies. No one 
was more^eply embned with a convictkNi of ttie vital con- 
sequences of tlie contest to manidnd ; and no person felt a 
more hcniest zeal for its successful issue. His correspond- 
ence evinces that he foresaw the glorious destinies of the new 
American nation, even whilst it was struggling into exi?f- 
ence. He was not in the least tainted with the vice of ava- 
rice ; and, with him, money was uniformly a consideration 
secondary to the promotion of the public welfare. Tena- 
cious of the rights of those under hn cotnmandi and u just 
as he «as generous, he enjoyed the friendship and inum of 
men of pcobity and honor every where. He was not merely 
COOnteiMneed but caressed at the F'rcnch court ; and kings, 
nobles, ministers, and ladies of fashion and iniluence, did not 
hesitate to reward and sustain him for his brilliant exertions 
against Uic marine of England and her commerce. 

Tlieciiaracter of JohnranlJoneshas been muchnisiqpre- 
se&ted by Hiose who haye heratofine undertaken to write his 
- life* liiey have, for the most part, depicted him as a plun- 
detUTy a pirate, cruel and unprinci{^d. The venal British 
press and British antipathies have been the source of this 
defamation. The present work, written from authentic 
documents, will redeem his name from the odium hitherto 
cast upon it» An attentive perusal will satisfy the reader 
Hiat lie was a man of close oliservation, of piofennd reflec- 
tion, and that his style is that of an individual of geod ordi- 
nary English education, which, indeed, is common to the 
youth of all classes in Scotland.' His correspondence indi- 
cates plain sense, without affectation : and, in some passages, 
it will be discovered that he was not altogetiier dcticient in 
the sentimental and more refined species of writing. His 
cbaiacter, in truth, had a cast of the romantic in it, which 
awBB to the history of his life a most interesting and agreea* ' 
ue completion. As one of our earliest naval heroes, he 
merits the respect and veneration of every citizen of the 
United States ; and the statesman and politician, as well as 
the officers and seamen of our gallant navy, will discover in 
the incidents of liis eventful career illustrations of occur- 
races in our revolutionaiy war, which may enlighten their 
judlgmedls, and funish an eiample worthy of imitation. 
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The reader wiJl doubtless be curious to know in what 
manner, aHer a lapse of so manj jeers, die original papers 

of tlie Che valier John Paul Jones came into the possession 
of the author, who has no hesitation in explaining the source 
whence he obtained them. Having announced in the public 
prints his intention of publishing a life of the Chevalier, the 
author was written to b^ Mr. Geoi^e A. Ward, of New- York, 
stating that accident had thrown iSe manoacriDts in qnestion 
into his hands* They had formerlj been in me custody ef 
the late Robert Hyslop, Esq. of that city ; and had subse- 
quently lain as useless rubbish in the apartment of a shop- 
keeper or tradesman there, from whom Mr. Ward procured 
them, his attention having been tirst attracted to them by his 
having seen the signature of Jones on one of them, at, or 
through a window. Tiiat no suspicion might arise as to their 
genuineness, those of the letters which had been addressed to ' 
ueneral La Fayette, were snbmitted to the inspection of 
that illustrious fiersonage at the city of Washin^n, who has 
recognised in bis own hand-writing, the fact of his having 
received them. This explanation has relation to a portion 
of the letters and documents only. A considerable number 
have been obtained from the Department of State, tlirough 
the obliging disposition of Mr. Adams, when Secretary. — 
Some have been kindly furnished by Mr. Jefferson, who was 
cotemporarjr with Jones, was his finend and patron, and 
iriMie eniightened recollection embraces die mole aeries of 
levobitionary eventa* 
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or THE 

CHEVALIER JOHN PAUL JONES. 

* 



John Fall Jones was the son of Mr. John Paul, a re- 
apectable gardener. He was born at Arbigland, in the 
parish ol Jj^j^^y^iiiifi, and stcwartry of Kirkcudbright, in the 
mouth of July, 1747, and received the rudiments of his 
edncation at the fiaroehial school* The cootiguity o£ his 
lesideace to the shore of the Solway Firth, iBspired )um 
with Mn early predeliction for a sea^faring life ; and while 
jet a mere child, he hoisted his flag on board liis mimic ship, 
and issued audible mandates to his imaginary oHicers and 
crew, witli all the consequence of a legitimate commander. 
Nor was he content with this. As his skill lu maoceu- 
Tiing improved, he yentoied to criiiGise the nautical Imow- 
ledge of practical sailors ; and in the eager , and confident 
tone with which, from tlie eminence on which he took his 
station, he thundered forth his orders to the vessels which 
were entering the port at Carse-thorn, might be remarked 
the ardent and enterprising mind of one who felt that he 
was born to future command. 

His partiality to a sailor's life was so detennined tfiathls 
friends reaolTed lo indulge it; and accordingb^y ai the age 
<if twehre, be was sent across the Firth to Whitehaven, 
wiiexe he was bound apprentice to Bfr. Younger, a respect- 

B 
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aUe nmhani in the Ameiicui tiade. Hk tint voyage was 
made ooboftfd the Friendship, Captain Benson. luscoone 

was steered for the Rappahannoc, and before he had com- 
pleted his thirteenth year, he landed on the shores of that 
country which he was destined to adopt as his own. His 
home, while the ship was in port, was the house of an elder 
brother, who, having married a native of V'irginia, had pre- 
viously settled there. Here his early prepossessions in fa- 
vor or America wete confimed, and from fliat period had 
become the country of his fond election* 

Oar adventurer, being at length Aeed from the trammels 
of a^renticeship, made several voyages to ibreign ports, 
and m the year 177 3, ap^ain went to Viipnia to arrange the 
affairs of his brother, who had died there without leaving 
any family; and about this time, in addition to his original 
surname, he assumed the pairom^imc ol Jones, his father's 
christian-name having been John. Ttua custom, which is 
of classical authority, has lone been prevalent in Wales, and 
in various other countries, althoa^ it is not practised in 
that part of the island in which he was bom. 

This visit revived and rivetted the attachment which 
young Paul Jones had conceived for America; and in spite 
of the native ardor and restless activity of his mind, he re- 
solved to withdraw from the vicissitudes of a sea-faring life, 
to fix his residence in the countrv, and to devote the remain- 
der of his davB to retirement and study. He was little aware 
of the turbulent scenes in which he was soon to perform a 
part, nor of the conspicuous figure he was to make in them. 

The discontents of the colonists had by this time occa- 
sioned much commotion, and their murmurs became daily 
deeper and more frequent, till at last they broke oft all con- 
nexion with the parent country. Towards the latter part 
of tlie year 1775, it was determined by Congress to tit out a 
naval mrce to assist in the defence of American indepen^ 
dence, and an anxious search was made for friends' to the 
cause who should be at once able and wilhng to net as offi- 
cers on board their vessels. It now appeared that Jones 
had, in his romantic schemes of tranfjuil enjoyment, falsely 
estimated the natural bent of his genius. With deep inte- 
rest he had watched the progress of those political events 
which were to decide the fate of his adopted country ; and, 
when an open resistance was made to ^e dominion of Bri- 
ftin, he comd no longer remain an inactive spectator. Ha- 
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viug only just completed his twenly-eightli year, he wa? full 
of bodily vigor and of mental energy, and lie conceived that 
iiis nautical skill would qualify him to be a distinguished 
Miertor of the rights of the colonirtB. He was appoiDted, 
on the 29d of December, 1775, firit lieatenant of the Alfred, 
and oo board that vessel, befiiie Philadelphia, he hoisted 
the flag of independent America with his own handB, the 
first time it was ever displayed.* 

The following resolution, taken from the Jounials of Con- 
gress, verifies the fact of his havinj^ been one among the first 
of ttme who were selected to Tindicate the ri^ti d the • 
coontiy at sea: 

In Congress, 22d Dec. 1775. 

Retchtd^ That the following naval officers be appointed : 

Ezek. Hopkins, Esq. Commander in Chief of the fleet*. 

Dudley Saltonstall, Captain of the Alfred. 

Abraham Whipple, do. Columbus. 

Nicholas Biddle, do. Andrew Doria. 

John B. Hopkins, do. Cabot. 

Ist Lieuienants — John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, ■ ■ 
Stansbury, Hersted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

Lieutenants — ^Benjamin Seabury, Joseph Olney, Eii- 
sha Warner, Thomas Weaver, McDougalJ* 

^d Lieittenantt — John Fanning, Ezekiel Bartoaghs» Ds^ 
nicl Vaughan. 

Resolved^ That the pay of the commander in chief of the 
fleet be one hundred and twenty-five dollars per month. 

Some time was necessary to the equipment of the fleet, 
but the subjoined extract of a letter written by Lieut. Jones 
to the Hon. Mr. Hewes, then an influential member of Con- 
gress from North-Carolina, demonstrates that the newly ap- 
pointed oflkers were not idle. Thejr receiYed their com- 
missioot the latter part of December, 1775, and on the 17th 
of tbesBcceeding Febmaiy thef put to tea: 

"When I undertook to write you an account of our pro- 
ceediogB in the fleet, 1 did not imagine that I should have 
been eo stinted in point of time : 1 owed jou a much earlier 

* The account nf Jone^ thus far, has been taken from the Edmlmii^ 
EnejpcloffldMf and as the author baa ]H>nt from Mr. Lowden, the>)«pii«w 
nf Jones, •finpectable merchant, now resident at CharlMton, S. C. wai 
writlea fifom the lipn of Mr. Lowden s mother fnr that .work hy Dr. Diii^ 
can, of Dnmfrto, Sratiainl. 
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actount ; but since our arrival here, the repairs and busi- 
ness of the ship have required my coDstaot attention. I will 
endeavor to be more punctual hereafter; in the meeawfaiie, 
hope joa will excuse this omissioii till I can aceoant for it 
personally. I pass over what was pHor to our arrival at 
the Capes of Delaware — where we were met by the Hor- 
net sloop, and Wasp schooner, from Maryland. 

" On the 1 7th of February, the fleet put to sea with a 
smart north-east wmd. In the night of the 19th, (the gale 
having increased,) we lost company with fbe Honiet afed 
Fly, tender. We steered to the soutfiward, widioiit seeing 
a single sail or meeting with any thing remaikable, till the 
1st of Marrli, when we anchored at Abaco, one of the B;i- 
hama Islands, havmg previously brought to a couple of 
New i'rovidencc sloops to take pilots out of them. By 
these people we were informed that there was a large quan- 
tity of powder, with a number of cannon, in the two forts 
of New Providence. In consequence of this intellieence 
the marines and landsmen, to the number of 300 and up- 
wards, imdcr the command of Captain Nicholas, were em- 
barked in the two sloops. It was determined that they 
should keep below deck until the sloops were got in close 
to the fort, and they were then to land instantlyand take 
possession before the island could be alarmed* This, how- 
ever, was rendered abortive, as the forte feed an alarm on ' 
the approach of our fleet. We then ran in, and anchored 
at a small key three leagues to windward of the town, and 
.from thence the Commodore despatched the marines, witli 
the sloop Providence and schooner Wasp to cover Ihoir 
landing. They landed without opposition, and soon took 
possession of me eastern girrison, which, after firing a few 
shot, the isbuders abandoned. The next moraing me map 
rines marched for the town, and were met by a mesMger 
Arom the governor, who told Captain Nicholas, that " me 
western garrison (Fort Nassau) was ready for his reception, 
and that he might march his force in as soon as he pleased." 
This was effiected without tiring a gun on our side — but the 
eovernor had sent oiT 150 barrels of powder the night be- 
fore. Enclosed you have an inveotoiy of the cannon, stores, 
&c. which we bnm^t off in the fleet. We continued at 
New Providence till the 1 7th ult«, and then brought off the 
governor and two more gentlemen prisoners. Our course 
was now directed back for the continent and, after meeting 



wUh mach bad weather, on 5tli inst., off Block Idaml, 
we took the Hawk^ schooner, of six guns, one of CafL Wal- 
lace's tenders, and the bomb brig Bolton, of eight euns and 
two howitzers. The next morning we fell in with the Glas- 
gow man of war, and a hot engagement ensued, the particu- 
lars of which 1 cannot communicate better than by extract- 
km tlw aunnftes which I entered on Hat Alfin^s log bocAc« 
I Enre the pleasiire of anaring jroii tet (he cemmander 
in chief is respected through & fleets and I .Torily helieye 
Hat the officers and menyin genenl, woaM fo any lengfth to 
execute his oidCn." 

The same letter contains some excellent observations on 
the courtesy which ought to prevail among fiie officers of 
the navy. Lieutenant Jones remaiks — 

^ It is certainly for the interest of the service ftat a cor- 
dial interchflltK^ of civilities should subsist between iupe- 
rior and Inferior officers ; and therefore it is bad policy in 
superiors to behave towards their inferiors indiscriminately, 
as though they were of a lower specie?. Men of liberal 
minds, who have been long accustomed to command, can 
ill brook being thus set at nought by others who pretend to 
claim the monopoly of sense. The rude ungentle treat- 
ment which they experience creates such heart-bundtogs as 
are nowise consonant with that cheerful ardour and spirit 
Which ought ever to be the characteristic of an officer ; 
and, therefore, whoever thinks liimself hearty in tfie ser- 
vice, is widely mistaken when he adopts such a line of con- 
duct in order to prove it, for to be well obeyed, it is uece?«- 
sary to be esteemed." 

He then adds — 

"The fleet having been reinforced with 200 men lent from 
the army, is now in condition for another enterprise, and 
we expect to embrace the first wind for Rhode Island, 
where I hope we shall meet with better success, as we un- 
d^tand that Ihe Soiihorough is now there* It is proposed 
to dean flie shipe at Providence, Rhode Island, so tfiat our 
detention thm will admit of a rkuiti of letters from Phila- 
delphia*" 

The annexed is the memorandum of the engagement 
with the Glasgow, referred to in a preceding extract. 
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^ At 3 A. M. cleared ship for actian. At half patt two, 
the Cahot heiog between us and the enemy, began to en* 
gage, and soon after we did the same. At the third glass 
the enemy bore away, and by crowding sail at length got a 
considerable way a-head, made signals for the rest of the 
English fleet at Rhode Island to come to her assistance, and 
steered directly for the harbour. The Commodore then 
tfaoaght it impnident to riik our prizes, by pursuing 
fiorther, therefore, to prevent onr beuig decoyed into their 
hands, at half past 6 made the signal to leave ofiT chase and 
haul by the wind to join our prizes. The Cabot was disa* 
bled at the second broadside. The captain being danger- 
ously wounded — the master and several men killed. The 
enemy's whole tire was then directed at us, and an unlucky 
shot having carried away our wheel-block and ropes, the 
ihi{ hroached to and gave the enemy an opportunit^of 
raking as with several broadsides before we were again in 
condition to steer the ship and return the fire* In the ac* 
tion we received several shot under water, which made the 
ship very leaky ; we had besides, the mainmast shot through, 
and the upper works and rigging very considerably dama- 
ged ; yet it is surprising that we only lost the 2d lieutenant 
of marines and four meo, one of whom, (Martin Gillingwa- 
ter,) a nldshipman, prisoner, who was in the cocknit, and 
had been taken in the bomb brig Bolton yesterday— we 
had no more than three men dangerously and four subtly 
wounded." 

Notwithstanding the success of tiie enterprise against New 
Providence, and the alacrity expressed in toe letter of Lieut. 
Jones, of the 14th of April, 1776, for a new expedition, the 
squadron was not in a condition to put to sea again immedi- 
ately. The seamen were afflicted with sickness after their 
return to the continent. Nearly a month had elapsed be- 
fore the Andrew Doria and Cabot could be prepared for 
another cruize, which they were to undertake in conmany, 
for four weeks, from Rhode-Island* The Alfred and Co- 
lumbus could not be fully manned for want of men. It be- 
came necessary to enlist seamen, and this was difficult, as 
numbers of them had been enrolled for the army. In a let- 
ter from Lieut. Jones to the Honorable Mr. Ilcwes, dated 
at New- York, the 19th of May, 1 776, he reprcsentsth.it " the 
seamen, almost to a man, had entered into the army before 
the fleet was set on foot ; and I am well informed that there 
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are lour or rive thousand seamen now in the land service.'* 
This class of persons, always amongst the most patriotic, 
had been thrown out of employment at the commencement 
of genetal boitilitieB with Great Britain, and promptly re- 
sorted to the standard of thair country under General 
Washington, until arrangements could be made by Congress 
for giving more scope to llieir eneigies on the element to 
which they had been accustomed. 

The difficulty of procuring seamen was not the only one 
which the infant American navy had to encounter. The 
unfortunate engagement with the Glasgow produoed consi- 
derahle dissatinaction, and occasioned unfavourable reflec* 
tions to be cast on the officers of the fleet. Although the 
behaviour of Lieut. Jones was not particularly called in 
question, he evidently felt very scns^ihly the severity of the 
common animadversions, as every man of spirit and honor 
necessarily would have felt in a sinnlar situation. Writing 
OB dib tope to the Honorable Mr. Hewes, he remarked itkMt 
his ^ feelingB' as an individual were hurt by the censures timt 
had been iiMliscriminately thrown out." My statioii,'^ he 
observes, "confined me to the Alfred's lower gun-deck, 
where I commanded during the action ; yet, though the com- 
manders letter, which has been pubhshed, says, 'alJ the 
officers in the Alfred behaved well,' still tlie pubhc blames 
me among others for not takmgthe enemy. But a little coo- 
stderttion will place the matter in a true light ; for no ofll- 
cer, under a superior, who does not stand charged, by that 
superior, for cowardice or misconduct," can he blamed on 
any occasion whatever." He wrote to Mr. Hewcs, " I wish 
a general inquiry might be made respecting the abilities of 
omcers in all stations, and then the country would not be 
cheated.'' Whilst It must be admitted that the expression 
of these sentiments do credit to Lieut. Jones, it may be no- 
ted that the dissatislaction manifested by the public at the 
failure of our squadron to capture the Glasgow, was, per- 
haps, nothing more than the eflcct of that disappointment, 
which, in every community, is experienced on the want of 
success in any combat, military or naval. Victory* whether 
the result of skill or acddent, is sue to be applauded, wHkt 
diKomfiture or defeat, let it proceed firam what cause it may, 
is uniformly i cgarded with coldness, if not with condemna- 
tion. Lieut. Jones, being a subordinate officer, and having 
no imputation cast upon him by the Commodore, was in no 
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nttimer reaponaiUe for tbe of^erations of the squadron, and, 
under all me cucamatances incident to tbe action witti tiie 
GJaigOfr, her escape is to be ascribed more to the necessity 
of preserving the young colonial navy for future and greater 
servicrs than to any want of capacity or valor in the officers. 
Two Courts Martial were held on board the Alfred. Thr 
consequence of the second one, ixa iar as it afi*ected Liuut. 
Jones, was an order for him to take commaBd of the sloop 
Profideace, on the 10th <^Maj 1770. In this anned vessel 
faeanived at New- York, on me 18 th of that month, after 
a passace of thirty-six hours from Rhode-Island, with a re- 
turn ofupwards of one hundred men, besides officers, which 
General Washington had lent to the fleet at New- London. 
At New-York he applied himself to the shipping of mariners. 

The navy of America had just been brought into exist- 
ence. Rank, and relative duties, both superior and inferior, 
mre to be estahlished ; and tiiese are not, in the freshness of 
any institation, easily regulated. Naval and militaiy officers 
aie joitly tenacious of their rights in this respect. The 
possession of these rights constitutes their reward for past 
exertion, and the hope of obtainint; and exercising them is 
an excitement to further effi^rts. Until precise lines of dis- 
tinction could be drawn, until the newly appointed oihcers 
could be habituated to urbanity in command, and submission 
in obedience, so essential to tbb maintenance of -order.and 
hannony, something of an acrimonious temper woold creep 
itt'to -impair the ibrce of anttiority, and weaken th6 ties of 
social and official intercourse. At tlie J)eginning of the re- 
volution Congress were obliged to act with much wisdom and 
address in this particular, in relation to the station and ad- 
vancement of officers in the army as well as in the navy. — 
In the former, the controlling influence and e()uity of Gene- 
ral Washington smothered and conciliated manv unpleasant 
diflerences. In the navy there was no individnal of snch 
unrivalled ascendancy. Not bat that all were willing to 6g^t 
for their coontry ; but rank is an affair of personal honor, in 
which every one believes himself bound to sustain his claims. 
Lieut. Jones had an aspiring mind, which impelled him to 
seek promotion as a means of signalizing himself. His opi- 
nion of the qualifications requisite in a naval commander, 
however, was not extravagant, and evinces nothing of an 
ailntraiy di^oiition. Writmg to the Honorable Mr. Hewes, 
he teDs bim, ^ in. my opinion, a comnuuider in the navy 
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ought to be a man of stroDg and wcU connected sense, wiiL 
a tolerable education, a gentleman ns well m;? a seaman, l>oth 
in theory and practice : for want of Icannnu; and rude ungen- 
tle mamicrs are by no means characteristic of an officer." 
There is no officer of the navir of the present da^, it is presu- 
med, who will not concur in me propriety of thif delineation 
of what is required in an accomplished naval commander. 

Lieut. Jones had been offered the ctMnmand of the Fly, at 
Reedy-I?laiid, in the Delaware, previously to the sailing of 
the expedition against the Bahamas, but declined it, consi- 
dering her only as a paltry message boat, suitable for_a mid- 
shipman. The command was then given to the lieutenant 
of the Cabot; and upon thb circnmitance was founded a 
claim to priority unfiivourable to Jones. The naval service, 
moreover, began to attract attention, and new applicants pre- 
sented themselves for appointment. To the Honorable Mr. 
Tlowes, Lieut. Jones unbosomed himself on this delicate 
subject. There is little confidence to be placed in reports,'* 
said he in lus letter of the 19th of May, 1776, to that gentle- 
man, odierwise the lieutenanfa of tfaefleet haverea- 
aon to be oneasy when they are told that the several commit- 
tees have orders to appcnnt all the officers for the new ships, 
except only the captains. T cannot think tliat they will be 
so far overlooked, who have at tirst stepped forth, and shown 
at least a willingness : nor can I suppose that my own con- 
duct in the service will, in the esteem of the Coi^ess, sub- 
ject me to be supeiseded in &voro£ a younger officer, esoe- 
ciallj one who is said not to undentand navigation.'' He 
then adverts to the profiered command of the Fly, and his • 
refusal of it, and proceeds, — " On my appointment to the 
Providence I was indeed astonished to nnd my seniority 
questioned. The Commodore told me lie must refer to the 
Congress. I have received no new commission. 1 wish the 
matter in dispute may be first cleared up. 1 will cheerfully 
abide by whatever you think is right. At the same time! 
am ready to have my pretensions inquired into by men who 
are judges. When 1 applied for a lieutenancy, I hoped, in 
that rank, to gain much useful knowledge from those of more 
experience than myself. I was, however, mistaken, for, in- 
stead of gaining information, I was obliged to inform others. 
] formed an exercise, and trained the men so well to the use 
of tlie great guns in the Alfred, that they went through the 
motions of broadsides and rounds as exactly as soldiers ge- 
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m rally perlbrm the manual exercise.*' This can scarcely 
he called egotism. Lieut. Jones was unsupported by family 
♦ annexions in this country, and had to rely on his own merit 
and the disinterested patronage of members of Coosress, 
and other enunent patriots, fw promotion. It was, &ore* 
fore, bni simple justice to himself, whikt be submitted his 
pretensions to the test of inquiry, to speak of what he had 
already done of a useful nature to the fervice. 

On the 13th of December 1775, Congress had directed 
that thirteen frigates should be built, which, by a resolution 
of the 6th June 1776, were denominated the Congress, Ran- 
dolph, Hancock, Washington, Trumlrall, Raleigh, Effing- 
ham, Montgomery, Warren, Boston, ViI^[ini% Proridence, 
and Delaware. .They were ordered to be CODStracted in 
ditferent ports of the colonics, and Lieut. Jones was anxious 
fo obtain the command of one of them. " 1 should esteem 
myself happy," said he, in a letter to Mr. Hcwes, "in being 
sent for to Philadelphia, to act under the more immediate 
direction of the Congress, especially in on» of the new 
ships* The largest, and 1 flunk faj nr the best of the fri- 
gates was launched tiie day after 1 left Providence ; but, 
t'rom what I can Icam, neither of them wilt equal the Phila- 
delphia ships." His wishes, it appears, were not gratified. 
He was continued in the command of the Providence, 
which required hcavirjg down, repairing, and refitting, before 
she could proceed on another cruize. After he had pro- 
cored as many men as were to be enlisted at New*Yoik, he 
was ordered back to Rhode Island for instructions. 
. At what precise time Lieat. Jones sailed from thence in 
search of the rnomy, is unknown. He was employed for 
some time in escorting vessels from Rhode Island into the 
sound. He was then ordered to Boston, to take under 
convoy certain vessels, laden with coal for Philadelphia. 
According to a letter which he wrote to the HonoraUe 
Robert Morris, dated on board the Pnivide&ce, at sea, 
on the 4th of September 1776, it is manifest that he had 
been previously to that time, actively engaged in annoying 
the British trade, and it is believed that, at this time, he 
acted with unlimited instructions. That letter is remarka- 
ble on account of two passages in it ; one of which refers 
to tome misfortune which had deeply afflicted him, but 
wifeich he forbears to explain; the other to ti» qoalifica- 
5ons of the officers of the navy, and the relative rank of 
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officers in tlie land and naval service* Tiie former prove> 
that he was a person of much sensibility and of correct fcel- 
ii^. The rank of the othcers in the navy was still unsettled ; 
and Lieut. Jones, fearful that he miglit be superseded by 
hii juuon, waf anaous to reiBoye erery pretext Ibr giving 
to anoflrar flie precedflDce wbleh he considered as due to 
himself. This motive, it is to be presumed, induced him to 
write to the Honorable Mr. Morris, in the following manner : 
" I conclude that Mr. Hewes has acquainted you with a 
very great misfortune which befel me some years ago, and 
which brought me into North America. I am under no 
concern idnfew, that this, or aoj past circumstance of 
mj win sink me in your opinion. Since human wis- 
dom cannot secure us from accidents, it is the greatest 
effort of reason to bear them well.'" This is a judicious 
and philosophical reflection, and the effusion of no ordinary 
mind. The misfortune* of which he speaks would not have, 
implicated his moral character, or he would not have en- 
joyed the confidence and friendship of the Honorable Mr. 
mwes, to whom, as Jones informed Mr. Morris, the par- 
ticulars wore known. 

On the other topic, concerning the capacity and relative 
rank of ofliccT?, Lit tit. Jones displayed a laudable zeal for 
the improvement of the navy. His plan of a previous ex- 
amination of officers is now actually in practice in the in- 
vestigation of the proficiencj of young midshipmen, which 
anncnlljr takes place« This passage of his letter to Mr. 
Morns is brief and to the purpose : — 

" As the regulations of the na\T." he say^, are of the 
utmost consequence, you will not tliink it presumption, it', 
with the utmost dijffidence, I venture to communicate to 
you SQch hints as, in my judgment, will pmmote its honor* 
and good government. I could heartilj wish that every 
commission officer was to be previoiisly examined ; for, to 
my certain knowledge, there are personf; who have already 
crept into commission without abilities or fit qualification : 
I am myself far from desiring to be excu<ied. From experi- 
ence in ours, as well as from my former intimacy with many 
oflkers of note in Hie British navy, I am convinced that tin* 
parity of rank between sea and land or marine officers, is 
of moi^ consequence to the harmony of the service, than 
has generally been imagined. In the British establish- 
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luent, ail admiral ranks with a genei'al, a vice adiniiai with 
a lieut. general, a rear admiral with a mi^r general, a 
commodore wi^ a brigulier general, a captain with a 
colonel, a master and commander with a lieut. colonel, 
a lieat commanding with a major, and a Uent* in the 
navy ranks >vith a captain of horse, foot, or marines. 1 
propose not our enemies as an example for our general 
imitation, yet, as their navy is the best regulated of any in 
the world, we must in some degree imitate them, and aim 
at sodi ftrlher unproTement as may one day inake oan 
vie witbj and exceed theirs. Were this regulation to tate 
place in our navy it would prevent numberless disputes and 
dnelUngB, which otherwise will be unavoidable." 

From the cmiie in which he was engaged, on .the 4th of 
September 1776, he retamed to Newport, Rhode Island, 

on the 7th of October following, and on the 17th again 
wrote to the Honorable Robert Morris, who had cordially 
permitted his confidential correspondence. This letter of 
the 17th of October, exhibits the character of Lieut. Jones 
iu so iust a light, and in a short comjpass shows his past suc- 
cess, his diligence, his sympathy, his liberality, his anxiety 
for the growth of the navjr, and ardent wishes to prosecnte 
the war to a speedy and triumphant issue, that it u but jus* 
tice to his memory to insert it here entire. 

Providence Sloop of War at Jiewport, ) 
Rhode-hlandy llth Oct. 1776. $ 

IluNOKED Sir, 

1 wrote to you at sea 4th ult. by tlic brigantine Sea 
Nymph, my second prize. I have taken sixteen sail — 
manned and sent in eidit prizes, and sunk, burnt, or des- 
troyed the rest The list of prizes, is as follows : 

1 The Brigantine Britannia, whaler, 

2 " Brigantine Sea nymph, West-Indies, 

3 " Brigantine Favourite do. 

4 Ship Aleiander, Newfoundland, 

5 Brigantine Success, do. 

6 " Brigantine Kingston Packet, Jam. 

7 " Brigantine Defiance, Jersey, 

8 Sloop Portland, whaler, 



manned and 
sent in. 
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1 The Ship Adventure, Jenej^ 

2 Brigantine Friendship do* 

3 Schooner John, Liondon, 

4 " Schooner Hctsey, Jersey, 

5 " Schooner Hctsry, Halifax, 

6 ** Schooner Sra Flower, Canso, 

7 " Schooner Ebcnezer, do. 

8 " Schooner Hope, Jersey, 

I have written from time to time to the Marine Board, 
and famished them with particular accounts of all my pro- 
ceedings, and 1 now send copies of my former letters. I 
arrhred here 7tb Inst I would not have lost a day with- 
out writing to you and to the board, had not iSbe commo- 
dore proposed to me to take command of an expedition, 
with the Alfred, Providence, and Hampden, to destroy the 
fishery of Newfoundland, but principally to relieve a hun- 
dred of our fellow citizens, who are detained as prisoners 
and slaves in the coal pits of Cape Breton. All my hu- 
manly was awakened, and called up to action by this 
laudable proposal ; and I have been successfully employed 
in refitting and getting the Providence in readiness, but am 
under the greatest apprehension that the expedition will fall 
to nothing, as the Alfred is greatly short of men. I found 
her with only about thirty men, and we have with much 
ado enlisted thirty more ; but it seems the privateers entice 
them away as fast as they receive their month^s pay. It is 
to the last degree distressing to contemplate state and 
estabBthment of our navT« The common class of mankind 
ave actuated by no nobler principle than that of self-in- 
terest; this, and this alone determines all adventurers in 
privateers ; the owners, as well as those whom they employ. 
And while this is the case, unless the private emolument of in- 
dividuals in our navy is made superior to that in privateers, 
it never can become respectable) it never will become 
formidable. And witlioot a respectable navy — alas ! Ame- 
rica! In the present critical situation of Mm^ human 
wisdom can suggest no more than one infidlible expedient : 
enlbt tiie seamen during pleasure, and give them all the 
prises. What is the paltry emolument of two thirds of 
prizes to the finances oi this vast continent.* If so poor a 

* ft win Iw Men, ia the teqael, that, hy certaiB ntolatioM of Coi^rea*. 
of the SSth of November 1775, Coognm urignod tw tlnidi of v«loo 
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resource is cseentiftl to its indeipendmejj m sober sadness 
we are ioTolved in a woful predicament, and our ruin is 
&st approaching. The situatjon of America is new in the 
annals of mankind, her aif<iirs cry haste, and speed must 
answer them. Trifles, therefore, ought to be wholly dis- 
regarded, as being in the old vulgar proverb ''penny wise, 
and pound fooUsh.'' If our enemies with the best establish- 
ed aod most formidable navy in die ynirerse, have found it 
eiqpedient to assign all prizes to the captors, how much 
more is such policy essential to our infant fleet ; but I need 
use no aiguments to convince you of the necessity of mak- 
ing the emohiments of our navy equal, if not superior, to 
theirs. We have had proof that a* navy may be officered 
almost on any terms, but we are not so sure that these oSd- 
cecs aie equal to Uieir commissions; nor will the Congress 
ever obtain such certainly, until they, in their wisdom, see 
proper to appoint a board of admiralty, competent to de- 
termine impartially the respective merits and abilities of 
their officers, and to superintend, regulate, and point out, 
all the motions and operations of the navy. 

Governor Hopkins tells me, that he apprehends 1 am ap- 
pointed to the Andrew Doria; she is a good cruizer, and 
would, in my jud^ent, answer much better, were she 
mounted with 13 six-pounders, than as she is at present, 
with 1 4 fimrs* An eiq>edition of importance may be effect- 
ed diis winter, on the coast of Africa, with part of the ori- 

S'nal fleet Either the Alfred or Columbus, with the Andrew 
oria and Providence, would, 1 am persuaded, carry all 
before them; and give a blow to the English African trade, 
which would not soon be recovered, by not leaving them a 
mast standing on that coast. This expedition would be 
attended with no great expense j besides, the ship and ves- 
sels mentioned are unfit for service on a winter cooat, 
which is not the case with the new frig;ates« The smaU 
aqoadren Ibr fliis service ought to sail early, that the prises 
may reach our ports in March or April. Ill do not succeed 
in manning the Alfred, so as to proceed to the eastward, in 
the course of this week, the season will be lost ; the coal 

flf tn Mptnrat iiMd« by public ships of w«r to the me of Um Unitecl Colo- 

nics. These are the "two thirds" to which Lieut, Jonee alludes. The 
r em e iq i i^ one third wu divided into twenty part^, and ordered to be db- 
ttibatid ttMar the oepton in the proportion? mentiooed in a re»oliitioa 
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lleet will be i^one lo Halifax, and the lisheimeu to Europe. 
I will not however, remain inactive, but proceed to cruize 
in the sloop uear Sandy Hook. Three of my prizes have 
arrired hm, and one or two more to the eastward. 

I aaylw. 

During the time he was at sea, he fell in with the frigate 
Solebaj of 28 guus, near the island of Bermuda, and had a 
sharp action With her, wliicli lasted several houn. ThePio- 
vidence carried but 12 guns, sis-poonders, and Jones was ex- 
ceedingly fortunate Id making his escape from an adyersarf 
so decidedly superior in force. Proceeding thence in the 
direction of Nova-Scotia, he had an encounter near Cape Sa- 
bles, with the Milford of 32 guns at long shot. Being unable 
to cope with her, he ran into a small harbour, and destroyed 
some fishing vessels. He next went to Isle-Madame, de- 
stroyed the fishing establishments thereysiid set on fire every 
▼essel he could not take away. In eflfecting all this destruc- 
tion of property and loss to the enemy, he was absent not 
more than six weeks and five days. 

Some estimate may be formed of the individual profits 
accruing from the cruize in which Lieut. Jones had been 
occupied, firom the number of his captures, and the ioDow- 
ing regulations of Congress Ibr the distribatlo& of priie- 
money: — 

In Congress, Jan. Bfk, 1776. 
JHeaolved, That the commander in clnef have one-twen- 
tieth part of prize-money, taken by any ship or ships, aimed 
vessel or vessels, under his orders and command. 

That the captain of any single armed ship or vessel have 
two-twentieth parts for his share \ but if more ships or arm- 
ed vessels be id company when a prise is taken,, then the 
, two-twenti<sth parts be divided amongst all the said cap- 
tains. 

That the captain of marines, lieutenants of the ships or 
armed vessels, and masters thereof, share together, and have 
three-twentieth parts divided among them equally of all pri- 
zes taken when they are in company. 

That the lieutenants of marines, surgeons, chaplains, pur- 
sers, boatswains, gunners, carpenters, the masters' mates, 
and the secretaiy of the fleet, share together, and have two- 
twentieth parts and one half of one-twentieth part divided 
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Hinong them equally, ol all prizes taken when they are ui 
company. 

That the following warrant and petty ofh^crs, viz. (allow- 
ing for each' ship six midshipmen, for each hrig four mid- 
shipmen, and each sloop two midahipmen, one captain's 
deik, one surgeon's mate, one steward, one sail-maker, two 

carpenter's mates, one cook, one cockswain, two sergeants 
of marines for each ship, and one sergeant for each bng and 
8loop)have three-twentieth parts div ided among tliem equal- 
ly i and when a prize is taken by any ship or vessel on 
board or in comoan;^ in which the commander in chief is, 
then the eonunanaer in dueHs cooli or codnwain to be ad- 
ded to this allotment, and have their shares with these last 
mentioned. 

That the remaining eight-twentieth parts and one half of 
the twentieth part be divided amongst the rest of the ship 
or ships companies, as it may happen, share and share alike. 

That no officer or man have any share but such as arc 
actually on board tiieir several vessels when any prize or 
piues are taken, excepting only such as may have been or- 
dered on board any other prizes before taken, or sent away 
by hb or their commanding officers. 

Congress subsequently altered this regulation, as appears 
by the subjoined resolution, and probably upon the sugges- 
tion of Lieut. Jones, as the alteration tick place 80 soon 
after be had written to Mr. Morris : 

In Co \GREss, Oct. 30th, 1776. 

Resolved, That the rank of the ofhcers of marines be the 
same as officers of similar commissions in the land service. 

That the commanders, olhcers, seamen, and marines, in 
ttie continental navy, be entitled to one half of merchant- 
men, transports, and store-ships, by them taken, from and 
after the first day of Novem^ier, 1 776, to be divided amonssi 
them in the shares and propoitions fixed by former res£- 
tions of Congress. 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in 
the continental navy, be entitled to the whole value of all 
shij[>8 and vessels of war belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain by tiiem made prize of, andall privateers authorised 
b^ his Britannic Majestv to war against these states, fo be 
divided as aforesaid. 
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Lieut. Jones took command of a squadron in Rhode-lsl- 
. and on the 22d of October, 1776, but finding that he could 
not man the ship and two small vessels of which it consisted 
without losing too much time, he determined to leave the 
Ptoyideoce and proce^ with flie Alfred and Hampden. 
He took the men oat of the Providence andlier prizes, by 
which means be made op a muster-ioD of upward of 140.. 
When, on the 27th, he was ready to proceed, the Hampden 
was run upon a sunken ledge, which knocked otf her false 
keel, in consequence of which she became so leaky that she 
was condemned as not being sea-worthy, and the men were 
immediately shiAed to the Providence. His expectations 
from the eiqpedition were not eangaine^ having been delayed 
in his arrangements a fortnight longer than he had contem- 
plated. He finally put to sea, wim the Alfred and Provi- 
dence, in the month of November. In this adventure he 
took a vessel from Liverpool, and the armed ship Mellisb, 
having on board a company of soldiers and 10,000 suits of 
uniform. This caoture was very opportune. The Ameri" 
can army was much in want of clothing, and lo viduaUe a 
prize tended to reanimate the spirits of the soldiers. He 
iiho took a third vessel on the 16th of November, and on 
the 1 8th following, the Providence parted company in the 
night. He proceeded, nevertheless, to Islc-Royale, destroy- 
r»d a valuable transport there, and burnt tlie buildings appro- 
priated to the whale and cod-hsheries. Not far from that 
litod he took another vewel, vHuch was laden 'with hng 
and fins, and on the following day captured a privateer 
mounting sixteen guns. On his return to the continent, he 
once more fell in with the Mil ford frigate, but eluded her, 
and, with his prizes, arrived at Boston, on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1776. 

The main object of the enterprise against Isle-Royale 
was not effected. The intention of Lieut. Jones was to 
liberate the Americans who were confined in the coal>mines 
fliere. He attributes the failure to the behavior of the offi- 
cer ^Hio commanded the Providence. In a letter to tbe 
Hon. Mr. Hewes, dated at Boston, on the 12th of January, 
1 777, he remarks : " the captain of the Providence thought 
proper to dispense with his orders and give me the slip in 
the night, which entirely overset tlie expedition.'' In like 
manner he complains of a prize-master, who violated his 
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inBtructions by i^oing into DartmouUi, Mass., instead of a 
port in North-Carolina, whither he had been ordered. 

These irregularities arose altogctlR r, it is believed, from 
the omission of Congress to establish a due gradation of 
rank among the Officers of the navy. That body had been 
so inceasantly employed io busiiiessof vital importaneefbotli 
foreign and domaitic; and there were to many objects to at- 
tend to in the organization of a new government that they had 
little time to devote to minor details. It was not until three 
months after the Declaration of Independence that the rela- 
tive rank of Officers in the naval service was established. 
On the 1 0th of October 1 776, it was settled in the following 
manner and a vessel assigned to each : 

Rank of Captains in the .Vary, cstahlishtd btf Congress, 

Oct, lOlh 1776, viz. 

Ount, 

No. 1 James Nicholson . . • Virginia, 38 

33 
24 
28 
32 
33 
28 
32 
38 
34 
16 
38 
32 



Commander t. 

1 James Nicholson 

• 

3 John Manly • 

3 Hector M'Neil 

4 Dudley Saltonstall 

5 Nicholas Biddle 

6 Thomas Thompson 

7 John Barry 

8 Thomas Read 

9 Thomas Grinnell 

10 Charles Alexander 

11 Lambert Wickes 

12 Abraham Whipple 

13 John 6. Hopkins 

14 John Hodge . 

15 William Hallock 

16 Hovstcd Hacker 

17 Isaiah Robinson 

1 8 John Paul Jones 

19 James Josiah • 
30 Elisha Hinman 

21 Joseph Olney • 

22 James Robinson 

23 John Young . 

24 Elisha Wiirner 
Lieut. John Baldwin 
Lieut. Thomas Albertson 



Veuels. 

Virginia, 
Hancodc, 
Boston, 
Trumbull, 
Randolph, 
Raleigh, 
Effingham, 
Washington, 
Congress, 
Delaware, 
Reprisal, 
Proyidence, 
Warren, 
Montgomery, 24 
Lexington, 16 
Hampden, — 
AndrewDoria,14 
Providence, 13 

Alfred, 38 
Cabot, 16 

Sachem. 10 
Independence,10 

Fly, - 

Wasp, 8 
Musquito, 4 
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Jones was by no means satisfied with tliis retjiilation •, and 
with the exception of CaptainsSaltonstalljBiddlc, Whipple, 
and Hopkins, considered himself as having been superseded 
by the nnt serenteen on the tist. It wai probably for the 
pmpoae of soothing him, that Congress, on Afarch the 16th 
1777, passed the subjoined resolution: 

In Congress, JlfarcA 15, 1777. 
Resolved., That Daniel Waters, and Samuel Tucker, be 
appointed Captnin? in (he Navy of tho L'nitcd States, and that 
they have the command of two of the three ships ordered 
to be purchased. And that the command of the other ship, 
be given to Captain John Faui Jones, until better provision 
can be made for hhn. 

On the same day that tlie relative rank of the Captains 
was fixed, a commission was made out for Captain Jones, 
which, as a reTolntionaiy document, may gratify curiosil^. 
It b expressed in these terms : 

IN CONGRESS. 
THb Ihkgatetrf iht Omied8taie$ Km^Hampthin^ Mat' 

sachusetiS'BaVj Rhode-Island, Connecticut, Nero-Yorky 
JSTew Jersey, Pennsylvania^ Delaware, Maryland^ Virginia, 
Jiarth-'Ckiroiinaf South-Carolina^ and Georgia, To 

JOHN PAUL JONES, ESQ. 

Wb, reposing especial trast and confidence in your pa* 
triotism^ valour, conduct, and fidelity, DO, by these Presents, 
constitute and appoint you to be Captain in the Navy of the 
United States of North-America, fitted out for the Defence 
of American Liberty, and for repclliiiii; every hostile inva- 
sion thereof. You are therefore carefully and diligently to 
dischacge the duty of Captain by doing and performing all 
manner of thinfpi thereunto belonging. And we do strictly 
charge and require all Officers, Marines, and Seamen under 
your command, to be obedient to your orders as Captain. 
And you arc to observe and follow surh orders and directions 
from time to time, as you shall receive from this or a future 
Congress of the United States, or Committee of Congress 
for that purpose appointed, or Commander-in-Chief for the 
time being of the Navy of the United States, or any other 
your superior Officer, according to the Rules and discipline 
of War, tiie wage of the sea, and fte instructions herewith 
girai yevyia parsuaiice of the trust reposed in yon. This 
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commission to continue in force until revoked by this or a 
future Congress. 

DaUd fU Philadelphia, October \Oth 1776. 

By Order of the Congrr ss^ 

John Hancock, President. 
Attest, Charles Thomson, Sccretan^, 

The uniform of the Officers of the Navy had been reoi- 
lated by the Marine Committee on the 5th of September 
1776. It may be gratifj'ing to those of the present day to 
be informed what it was. It is thus described in a resolution 
of the Committee : 

Iff Marike Committee, 

Philadelphia, September 5, 1 776. 
Betohed, That the uniform of the Officers in the Navy 
of the Uniled States be as follows : 

Cbplgtiw* Blue cloth with red lappels, slash cuff, stand 
up collor, flat yellow buttons, blue britches, 
red waistcoat with narrow lace. 
Lieutenants, -^Blue with red lappels, a round cuff faced, 
stand up collor, yellow battons, Uae britches, 
fed waistcoat plain. * 
Mttiers* Blue with lappels, round cuff, bine britches, 

' ^and red waistcoat. 
Mdahipmnu^Blue lappeled coat, a round cuff, faced with 
red, stand up collor, with red at the button 
and button hole, blue britches, and red waist- 
coat. , 

Extract from the Minutes, 

John Brown, Secretary. 

Uwfcrm if the Marine Cjficen. 

A green coet laced with white, round cuff, slashed 
sleeves and pockets, with buttons round the cuff, silver 
epaulett on the right shoulder, — skirts turned back, but- 
tons to suit the facings. 

White waistcoat and britches edged with cjreon, black 
gaiters and garters, green shirts for the men if th(^ can be 
procured. 

The* respect to be paid to the pendant and to continental 
ships of war, was enjoined by Congress on the 29th of Oc- 
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tober, 177G, in the resolution whicli follows. The national 
flag was not de^tivel^ established until June of the sue- 
ccediog jear : 

In Congress, October 29, 1776. 

Resolved^ That no private ships or vessels of war, mer- 
chant ships, or other vessels belonging to the subjects of 
these States, be pennitted to wear pendants when in com- 
pany with continental ships or vessels of war, without leave 
fronn the commanding officer thereof: 

That if any merchant ship or vessel shall wear pendants 
in company with continental ships or vessels of war, with- 
out leave from tlic commander thereof, such commander be 
authorised to take away the pendant from the offender : 

That if private ships or vessels of war refuse to pay the 
respect due to the commanders of ships or vessels of war, the 
captain or commander so refusing shall lose his commission. 

On the 15& of November, 1776, the Congress granted a 
boun^ to ttie officers and men for the capture of enemjr 
veaseu, estabUsfaed the relative rank of the officers in the 
navy and army, and fixed the pay of the officers and men in 
the navy, as specified in the annexed resolution. To the 
rate of pay in 1776, is added the |»ay in 182.5, from a com- 
parison of which the increase of compensation in the course 
of tiie last forty-nine years may be discerned: 

In Congress. NovrmUer 15th, 177C. 
Resolved, That al)Ounty of twenty dollars be paid to the 
commanders, officers, and men of such continental ships or 
vessels of war as shall make a prize of any British ships or 
vessels of war, for every cannon mounted on board such 
prize at the time of such capture ; and eight dollars per 
head, for every man then on ooard and belonging to such 
prize : 

That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank of offi- 
cers in the land service, as follows : 

Admiral, as a General, 

Vice Admiral, » Lieut. General, 

Baevt Admiral, Major General, 

Commodore, " Bng. General, 

Captain of a sUp of 40 guns and upwards, Colonel, 

Do. 20 to 40 guns, as a Lieut. Colonel, 

Do. of a ship of 10 to 20 guns, " Major, 

Lieutenant in the navy, '* Captain.' 



1 



That the pay of all oiBceni and men in tlie American 
navy, from the date of the new commissions under the free 
and independent States of America, h6 as follows : 



Captain, 

Lieutenant, 

Ifaster, 

— — Mate, • 
Boatswain, • 
Mate, 



Ptr calendar month, (y 10 /o 20 gvm. 



Gunner, 



Surgeon, 



Mate, 



Mate, 



1776. 


In 1825. 


In 1776. 


$60 


$100 


$48 


30 


40 


'24 


30 


40 


24 


15 


20 


15 


15 


20 


13 




19 


9 


15 


20 


13 






9 


25 


50 


' 21| 


15 


30 


13i 


15 


20 


IS 




19 


9 


9 


18 


9 


13 


19 


12 


9 


18 


9 


10 


20 


10 


H 




H 


%\ 




9 


18 


H 


9 


18 


8| 


9 


18 


9 


15 


25 


12. 


10 


18 


10 


20 


40 
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10 


18 


9 


8 


12 
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Carpenter, 
Mate, 

Cooper, • 
Midshipman, 
Armourer, 
Sail-Maker, 
— — — Mate, 
Yeoman, 
Quarter-Master, 
Cook, • 
Cockswain, • 
Captain's Clerk, 
Steward, • 
Chaplain, 

Yeoman of powder room, 
Haster-at-Arros, 
Seaman, 

That vessels under ten ganshe commanded by lieutenants : 
That4lie pay of the officers in soch vessels be— 
Lieutenant Commanding, $30 f50 

Mate, . . • 15 40 

Boatswain, • • 12 20 

Gunner, . . 12 20 

Carpenter, . . 12 20 

That the other officers and men, the same as in vessels 
finom ten to twenty guns. 

Marine olBcenH-Captain, $30 $40 
Lieutenant, 20 30 
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Non-conimissioiied officm ad toldien, tbe same as In 
the land service. 

Allowances for subsistence were made on the 21stof Jul;^, 
1777. The following is the resolution for that object 

In Comaess, July 2l8t, 1777. 
Ruolved, That commanders of continental vessels of war 
of ten gans and upwards, be allowed five and one-third dol- 
lars per week for subsistence, while in domestic or foieigii 

ports : 

That commanders of vessels under ten guns, be allowed 
four dollars per week for subsistence, while in domestic or 
foreign porfs : 

Tmt commanders of continental vessels of war of ten 
guns and upwards, be allowed whilst at sea two dollars and 

two-thirds per week, for cabin expenses : 

That lieutenants, surgeons, captains of marines, and chap- 
lains, be allowed four dollars per week subsistence in do- 
mestic ports, during such times as tlie ships they respect- 
ively belong to are not in condition to receiTe them on 
board: 

That the marine committee be empowered to allow sudi 
cabin furniture for continental vessels of war, as thej shall > 
judge proper. 

Jones was now acting under tiie commission of captain 
from tbe independent authorities of the United States of 
America. He had, indeed, performed all the duties of a 
captain in virtue of his previous appointment. Tiiat ap- 
pointment, together with all those which were made on the 
22d of December, 1775, before the Colonies had proclaim- 
ed their separation from Great Britain, was produced by 
British mantime aggressions, which the Congress determined 
to resist and punish. Resolutions were adopted assigning 
the reasons which impelled the United Colonics to reprisal ; • 
and as they may be viewed as the origin of tlic American 
naval establishment, it may not be displeasing to the reader 
to be furnished with an opportunity of perusing them in this 
volume. They are as follow : — 

In Congress, November 25th, 1775. 
Whereas, it appears from undoubted information, that 
many vessels which had cleared at the respective custom- 
faooses in these Cdlooies, agreeably to tiie regulations esta- 
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blished by acts of the BritSib Parliament, hnwe, in a lawless 
manner, without even the semblance of just anthority, been 

seized by his Majesty^s ships of war, and carried into the 
harbor of Boston and other port?, whnrr they have been 
rifled of their cargoes, by orders of his Majei?ty's naval and 
military officers there commanding, without the said vessels 
liaving been proceeded against by any form of trial, and 
without the charge of having ofiended against any law. 

And whbrbas, orders haye been issued in his Majesty's 
name to commanders of his ships of war, to proceed as 
in the case of actual rebellion against such of the sea-port 
towns and places being accessible to the king's ships, in 
which any troops shall be raised or military works erected," 
under color of which said orders, the commanders of his 
jMajcsty's said ships of war have already burned and de- 
stroyed the flourishing and populous town of Falmouth, and 
have fired upon and much injured several other towns with- 
in the United Colonies, and dispersed at a late season of the 
year, hundreds of helpless women and children, with a sa- 
vage hope that those may perish under tlie approach ini: 
rigors of the season who mny chance to escape destruction 
from tire and sword, a mode of warfare long exploded amongst 
civilized nations. 

And wh£R£as, the good^jpeople of these Colonies, sensi- 
bly affected by the destruction of their property, and other 
unprovoked injuries, have at last determined to prevent as 
much as possible a repetition thereof, by fitting out armed 
vessels and ships of force : in the execution of which com- 
mendable designs, it is possible that those who have not 
been instrumental in the unwarrantable violences above 
' mentioned may sulTer. unless some laws be made to regulate 
and tribunals erected competent to determine the propriety 
of captures : Therefore, 
» Beiohedf That all ships of war, frigates, sloops, cutters, 
and armed vessels, as are or shall be employed in the pre- 
sent cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies, and 
shall (all into the hands of, or be taken by the inhabitants . 
thereof, be seized and forfeited to and for the purposes here- 
in after mentioned : 

That all transport vessels in the same service, having ou 
hoard any troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, provisiops, 
or military or naval stores of what kind soever, and all ves- 
sels to whomsoever belonging, that^hall be employed iu 
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carrTing provisions or other necessaries lo the British aiiny 
or armies, or navy, that now are or shall hereafter be with- 
in any of the United Colonies, or any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, for the use of such fleet or army, shall be liable 
to seizure, and, with their canoes, shall be confiscated : 

That no master or comiBanner of any vessel shall be en- 
titM to cruize for, or make prise of any vessel or cargo, 
before be shall have obtained a commission from the Con- 
gress, or from such person or persons as shall be for that 
purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies : 

That wnen any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out at the 
expense of any private person or persons, then the captures 
riiall be to the use of the owner or owners of the said vessel 
or vessels : that where the vessels emploved in the capture 
shall befitted out at the expense of any of the United Colo- 
nies, then one-third of the prize taken shall be to the use of 
the captors, and the remaining two-thirds to the use of the 
said Colony ; and where the vessels so employed shall be 
fitted out at the continental charge, then one-third shall go 
to the captoi«» and the lemaming two-thirds to tfie use of 
the United Colonies: provided, nevertheless, that if ihe 
<:aptare be a vessel of war, then the captors shall be enti- 
tled to one-half of the value, and the remainder shall go to 
the Colonv or Continent as the case may be, the necessary 
charges of condemnation of all prizes being deducted before 
distribution made : 

That tiie captures heretofinre made by vessels fitted out 
at tfie continental charge were justifiable, and that the ^s- 
tribution of the captor^s share of the prises by Gen. Wash- 
ington be confiimed, which is as Ibllowi 

Shares. Skara. 



A Mate, . . IJ 
Gunner, . • Ij 
Gunner's Mate, 1^ 



A Captain or Commander, 6 
First Lieutenant, 5 
Second Lieutenant, 4 
Surgeon, • • 4 
MaSer, . . 3 Sergeant, . 
Steward, • • 3 Private, . 1 

Mernceivi^lncomnMSMNioffiielOlfa of October 1776, 
Gipt. Jwkes was more intent than ever en devising the 
means of advMKinf the condition of the navy. He looked 
forward to its augmentation and perfection, and continued 
to present Us reflections as to the course that should be pur- 

E 
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sued to attain those objects. Many of his ideas were valua^ 
ble, aod some of them have, in tanitance, been carried into 
eflbct by die present govemmeot upon a.bi^p icale* 
Writing to his mud, fbe Honorable Robert Uoms, mt fbe 
10th of February 1777, he said— 

*^ There are no officers more munediateW wanted in the 
marine department, thap commissioners cf dock yards, to 
superintend the building, and outfit of all ships of war ; 
with power to appoint deputies to provide and have in 
Constant readiness, sufficient quantities of provision, stores, 
slops, &:c,, so that the small number of ships we have, 
may be constantly employed, and not continue idle as they 
do at present : besides all the advantages that would arise 
from such appointments, the saving which would accrue to 
the continent is worth attending to ; had such men been ap- 
pointed at the first, the new ships might have been at sea 
long a^» The difficulty now lays in finding men who are 
deservmg, and who are fitly quanfied for an office of such 
importance." 

" I must repeat what T asserted formerly, that unless 
some happy expedient can be fallen upon to induce the sea- 
men to enter into the service for a longer term than twelve 
months, it will never be possible to bnng tbem under pio- 

Sr subordination ; and subordmation is as necessary, nay, 
r more so in the fleet, than in the aimy* Pment advan- 
tages, though small, will operate far more on the minds of 
seamen, than future prospects, though great. They ou^t 
at least to enter during the war, if not during pleasure." 

In fulfilment of the resolution of Congress of the 1 7th of 
March 1 777, the Marine Committee addressed a letter to 
Capt. Jones in the following terms 

1h Marine Committee. 

PkUaddphia, March mh, 1777. 

The Congress, by a resolve of the 1 7th Inst.^ hating or^ 
dered that the agent at Boston should purchase, arm, and 
fit out, for the service of the United States, three fast sail- 
ing good ships, that will conveniently mount 18 six-pound- 
ers on one deck 5 and that Capt. John Paul Jones shall 
command one of said ships, until better provision can be 
made for him: Therefore, 
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Resolved, That Capl. Jones shall iiave his choice ol thoifi' 
three ships, and that he superintend the fitting of her out. 
EMiract from the minutes, 

Jom Browv, Ssmteiy. 

Iv Marine Committee. 

Sir, Philadelphia, March "Ibth, Mil . 

The a^ent, Mr. Bradford, has orders from tliis Committee 
to purchase and fit out, three armed vessels, pursuant to a 
resolTe of Congress, winch is transinitted to him, one 
which TOU are to commaodf and the Committee have 
difectM that you should have your choice. Therefore 
you are desired to make your election as soon as the pur- 
chase shall be made, and to superintend and hasten the fit- 
ting her out for 8e% with all possible expedition. 

We arc, Sir, 
Tour very humble aenrants, 

JoBK Havcock, 
William Wripplc^ 
William Em.erv. 
Abraham Clarke. 
Oliver Wolcott. 
Thomas Banke, 
RoBsaT Morris. 

To CapU JoBK Paul Joves. 

Before tliis plan was carried into execution, Jones receiveil 
a. new and honorable proof of the good opinion of Congress, 
by being ordered to proceed to France from Portsmouth in 
tte Fmdi ship AmphHrita, with a i^tive order to the 
Americao commiaBionen at Paris to unrest him with the 
commeiid of a fine ship, as a reward for the zeal he had 
shown, and for the signal services which he had performed 
in vessels of little force. By the annexed letter to Mr. 
John Dobie it would seem that he was making preparations 
to embark in the Amphitrite ; but, on account of difficul- 
ties made by her commander, he ahandoned the design : 

Bo#<on,J%33^ 1777. 

Ma. John DoBtr, 
You arc hereby authorized to engage any prime seamen 
who may present themselves to serve under my command 
in the navy on board the ship Amphitrite, at Portsmouth in 
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Xew-Hampshire, bouud to France. — On arrival tiiere tjiey 
;ire to be turned over to one of the finest frigates of the Frenci 
navy, she having been purchased for the Uoited States by 
ffaeir conninioiieiB wkne court of Puis and to be vatmidar 
my comniRnd. — Yon are direeted to lepair on btara ttie ship 
at Portsmouth without loss of time, and yoor teaaonable ex- 
penaes will tie allowed, as also the reasonable eipenwfxrf as 
nuoy prime seamen as you may brin^ with you in proper 
time. If a passage can be procured from hence to Ports- 
mouth by water it will be the cheapest aud best coBveyance, 
especially for ba^age. 

Jomr P. Jons* 

Capt. Jones bad before, in one of bis letters to a member 
of Congress, recommended that one of his prizes, the Mellish, 
should be converted into a ship of war. This had been de- 
termined upon by the Marine Committee, but, upon the re- 
ceipt of a letter from him in May 1777, the detenninatioii 
was almndoned, and he was appointed to tbeconunand of the 
Ranger. That committee wrote the following letter to hiniy 
from which it may be infeired that be was growiiig in the 
esteem of Coogiesi and in laTOOr with the pnblic in 
general: 

In Marine Committke, 

Philadefyhia^ Jme ISfA, 1777. 

John Paul Joncs, Esq. 

Sir, 

Your letter of the 36th May to the leciet Cf^wmittee was 
laid before Congress, and in consequence hereof, the de- 
sign of fitting the MelHsh is laid aside ; and you are appoint- 
ed to command the Ranger ship of war lately built at Ports- 
mouth. Col. Whipple the bearer of this carries with him 
the resolves of Congress appointing you to this command, 
and an&onzing him, CoL Lancdon, and you, to appoint the 
other commisaioned as well as &e wanranftefficen neoespaijr 
for this ship, and he has with hin blank commissions and 
warrants for this purpose. 

It is our desire that you get the Ranger equipped, officered, 
^ind manned as well and as soon as possible, and probably we 
mtay send you other instructions, before you are ready to sail. 
However the deaignof the presentis to prevent your waitiiigfor 
such afier yoa are ready for service in every other respect. 
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and if that bappem liefore Hbe leceipt of ftrther orden from 
U9, you milt men proceed on a cruize against Hie eiieamiM 
d (bose United States, confonning to the orden and regnla- 

tioDs of Congress made for the government of the navj; 
and in conformity thereto, take, sink, burn, or destroy all 
such of the enemie. ships, vessels, goods, and effects as ,ou 
may be able. 

We shall oojt limit you to any partiqalar cruizing station, 
M leaFe yoo at laige to search for yourself where & mat- 
eat chance of success presents. Your pHaeayoo mu send 
into such safe ports in these United States as they can reach, 
your prisoners must also be sent in, and we recomnend them 
to kind treatment. 

Any useful intelligence that comes to your knowledge 
must be communicated to us whenever you have opportu- 
nitr. 

ifou are to preserve good order and discipline, but use 
TOur people well. The ship, her materials, and stores imut 
be taken good care of, and every officer to answer to any em- 
bezzlements that happen in his department. You are to 
make monthly returns of your officers, men, dic.to the Nay^ 
Board, you are to be exceedingly attentire to the cleanh- 
nesB of your ship and pfesenratioo of the peoples healtiis* 

You are to afibrd assistance and protection tothe iUneri- 
can commerce' whenever in your power ; and on your return 
from this cruize, lay copies of your journal and log-book 
before the Navy Board, and inform us the events of your 
voyage. We are, Sir, 

Your friendt and servaniSf 

JoBv Hancock, 
Robert MonniSy 
Phiup Livivostov, 
Ben'tamin Harrison, 

A. MiDDLETON, 

Nicholas Van-Dyke, 
George Walton. 

The resolutions referred to are as follow : The designa- 
tion of the flag and the appointment of Captain Jones to the 
command of the Ranger on the same day, would seem to im- 
ply soo^e connexion between the two circumstances* The 
Hanger was probably ttie first ship that bore the natiooal 
ftig to Europe. 
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In Cohorbss, June 14th, 1777. 
Sewlved, Tkat the flag of the thirteen United States, be 
thirteen stripes, alternate fed and white : that the Union 
be thirteen stars, white iA a blue field, represei^tiDg a new 

constellation. 

Resolved, That Captain John Paul Jones be appointed to 
command the ship Ranger. 

Reiolved, That Williun Whipple, Esq. member of Con- 
gress, and of the Marine Committee, John Langdon Es(|« 
continental agent, and the said John Paul Jones, be autho- 
rised to appoint lieutenants and other commissioned, and 
warrant ofticers, necessary for the said ship ; and that blank 
commissions and warrants be sent them, to be filled up with 
the names of the persons they appoint, returns whereof to 
be made to the Navy Board in die eastern department. 

The subjoined letter to Lieutenant Elijah Hall shows that 
Captain Jones dealt frankly and honorably with his seamen. 
This was as wise as it was just, for die surestmethod of se- 
curing cheerlbl obedience, and presenring bannonj among 
'a ship's crew, is to inspire them at the out^ with confi- 
dence in the integri^ and equity of the commander : 

Portsmouth JSC H. Jufy 281*, 1777, 
Lieut. Elijah Hall, (AiS. Aai>y. 

Sir, 

As I learn from you that tlie seamen who have entered for 
the Ranger, for one cruize, expect to receive an advance of 
forty dolfars, and that the landsmen expect to receive an ad- 
vance of twenty dollars, as mentiooed in the hand bills, and 
as I would by no means deceive any man who hai entered^ 
or who may enter, to serve under my command, it is proper 
that you should inform them, that at the time when Con- 
gress agreed to that advance, there was no intention of en- 
tering men except for three years, during the war, or for one 
year at least; yet, as I consider myself under an obligation 
to those men, who have so cheerniUy entered, it bein^ a 
proof of their goodomnion of me, 1 would at my own nsk, 
give them orders on tne agent here, for the above advance 
or for such part of it, as they may find really necessary, but 
upon inquiry. I am convinced that this would be contrary 
to the rules of Congress, and therefore hurtful to the ser- 
vice. I will, however, besides tb§ bounty, give an order on 
the agent, or paymaster of the navy, for the ponctnai pay- 
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wM of half the monthly wages, to every person imder my 
eomntnd, who may leave wives or attomeys befaind tbem, 

to receive it m their absence, as it afterward becomes due, 
provided they enter for the term of twelve months, other- 
wise I am authorised to advance no more than one month's 

fay, besides slops to persons who enter only for one cruize, 
inah to see eveiy person about me happy and contented, 
and will do eveiy tfaiOK in my power to Mmke Aem so. Tbe 
conditiooe of Hie hend bills, will be strict complied with, 
and 

I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient 

and most humble servant. 
John Paul Jonbs. 
The above is a true copy from the original in my posses- 
sion. 

Elijah Hall. 
Porimmah 8^ S9IA, 1884. 

Captain Jones was now on the eve of his departure for 
France. During his stay at Boston, in the month of May, 
he wrote a letter to Stoart Mawey, Esq., which places his 
dtmcler in a new light. It wonid seem ftom tint letter, 
ttiat he had once been a merchant in Tobago, and that he 
had pecuniary resources in that island as well as in England, 
from which, by untoward circumstances, he had been cut off ; 
what these were he does not reveal. They probably arose 
from that misfortune at which he hinted in a letter to the 
Hon. Mr. Morris, as being known to the Hon. Mr. Hewes. 
Accordiiif to his own account, be was in eitreme distress 
when he joinedtiie standard of America. But the letter to 
Mr. Af awey contains no expressions of regret for the part 
he had taken in the revohition. On the contrary, he de- 
clares his unshaken determination to adhere to the fortunes 
of America. The letter does infinite credit to the heart of 
Capt. Jones ; and, aAer reading it, no impartial mind will 
ventore to denounce him as Illiterate, va%ar, onfeeling, or 
unprincipled. Th^ sentiments which he expresses for his 
mother are true to natnre, tender, and touchine, and show 
that the profession of arms had not estranged his bosom from 
tbe more refined and aflectionate sensations : 
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Boitonj JUojf Atkf mi. 
Stewart Mawbt, £fq. Totngo* 

Dear Sir^ 

After an unprofitable suspense of twenty months, (haTUig 
subsisted on ^/It^ pounds onltf during that time,) wh^ nf 
hopes of i«]iefw«reeiitifiBly cul ofT, tnd there mnained m 
iMtUlfc^ ofay recd¥te wherewithal Uiabtist npon fiem 
ay eflfectt ul year island, or in England, 1 at last bad re- 
eomnre to SttsJigers for that aid and comfort which was de- 
nied me by those friends whom I had entrusted with my all. j 
The good offices which arc rendered to persons in their ex- 
treme need, ought to make deep impressions on grateful 
minds, lo my case, i feel the truth of that sentiment, and 
am bMid by gratiMe at woU as honor to follow the for- 
tnes of Biy late beoeftcton* 

I have lately seen Mr. Secaton, (late manager on the es- 
tate of Archibald Stuart, Esq.) who infonaed me that Mr* 
Ferguson had quitted Orange Valley, on being charged with 
the unjust application of the property of his employers. I , 
have been, and am extremely concerned at this account:— 
I wish to disbelieve it, although it seems too much of a piece 
with the unfiiir advantage wfich, lo aU appearanct^ be took 
of me, when he left m in enle for tireofy oonths, a projf 
to melinchDly and Want, and withheld my proper^ wltMit 
writing %, word ui excuse of his conduct. 

Thus circumstanced, I have taken the liberty of sending 
you a letter of attorney by Capt. Cleaveland, who under- 
takes to deliver it himself, as he goes for Tobai^o via. Mar* 
tinico. You have, enclosed, a copy of a list of debts ac- 
knowledged, which 1 received from Mr. Ferguson when I 
saw yon laal at Orange Valley. Yon hnve also, a list of 
debts contrftCted with me, togemer with Feigoson's receipt,' 
and fl»ere remained a considerable property unsold, besidei 
some best Madeira wine, which be bad shipped for LondoD> 
By the state of accounts which 1 sent to England on my 
arrival on this Continent, there was a balance due to 
from the ship Betsey, of 90y/. 15.s. 3f/. sterling; and in in) 
account with Robert Young, Esq. of t^e 29th of Januaryi 

* Copies of Umm lata wiehiMd in the ropy wMbh Oapt JmM t** 

tainedof this letter, and nrc now in tho pos'icf^'ioii of the author oi this vo- 
lome. Tbejr are written in a fair bRnd, and the sums put down in count- 
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] 77S, there apptMd • faftlaMc^ in my fiiwof is. Hd, 

sterling. These sums exeeed my drafts and jott diibli 
together, so that if I am fairly dealt with, I oii|^ t^teoii?^ 
a considerable remittance from that quarter. 

You will please to obserre, lhat t^ere were nine pieeee 
of cotiM CMift ibipped «t Ce^i, ^otr-md 4i6m« -Ai 
4iFy $M f nm d inHUUU^f iMnf, H wtmm the •hippen, 
»Kn^ their mistake, applied for the foodff, and, as i have 
been informed from Grenada, Mr. Ferguson laid hold of this 
opportunity to propagate a report that all the goods which 
I put into his hands was the property of that house in Cori^. 
If this base suggestion has gained belief, it accounts for all 
the ne^ect which I have experienced. But, however, my 
coonenoiis aie dua^i^Bt^-mj principlee aa a naii of can* 
4or aad of integrity are the same; therefore, shoulcl there 
not be a sufficiency of my property in England to answer 
my just debts, 1 declare that it is my first wish to make up 
such deficiency from my property in Tobago ; and wore 
even that also to fall short, 1 am ready and willing to make 
All ml ample fennftueea ftom hence, upon hemng fipom 
yon the tniestate of my aIRm As I hope my dear mother 
is still alive, I must inform yOtt that 1 wuh my property in 
Tobago or in England, after paying my just debts, to be 
applied for her support. Your own feelings, my dear Sir, 
make it unnecessary for me to use arguments to prevail 
with you on thia tender point Any remittances which you 
amy he emahled to make, 'fiiroii^ the farads of my good 
ftknd, CapL John Plainer, of CbA, ifill be faithfufly pot 
iflflo her hands. She has several orpb&n grand^efaiidren to 
provide for. I have made no apology for giving you this 
trouWe : my situation will, I trust, obtain your free pardon. 

You can, if you please, correspond with mc via. any of 
the French or Dutch islands, by addressing your letters to 
JdBn P. Jonei, and cate of the Hon. Rohert fifoiris, Esq. 
[PtlBadelnhia, or T can hear from yoo through the hands of 
my fnepOyCapt. Plainer; he is frequently at Grenada, and 
pfifhf|Hf mky ne there when this reaches your hands* 
i am always, with perfect esteem, &c. 

Urn Roni^at length pnt to sea^and, on tieSd of Deeou' 
her 1-7T7, nmnd at Nantes in France. F^rom that po#t 
Capt. Jones proceeded, on the 13th of February 1778, to 
QonboPMi Bay, and Brest, where be saluted the French 



4^ 



Admirdl, Count D'Orvilliere, with thirteen guns, which was 
returned with nine. This was the first salute of honour 
that the American flag had raQCir«d from a ibreien iMB* 
'of-w«r. Jones Majited Irii nirte, QBiil «MiiMd from ra^ 
thority, that the compUment woold be reciprocated. 

Whiitt at Nantes, Capt. Jones was favored by the 
American Commissioners with a letter of credit for 500 
louis d'ors, which proves that he acted in concert with 
the public authorities of tiie United States, both at home 
and abroad. As • dtt cmn e ii t «iliMwiwig <hit ftet^.ik n 
deemed proper to eaoJwdj U in llrit accoMrt #flHt Jife. 

Pa3sy,Jmu IQlh. 1778. 
Jonathan Willuhs, £s^. NanUs* 

Sir, t 
We desire you. woold advance to Capt. BmiI /ones, of 
the Ranger, five liniidiipd loi^ d'on, ibr idiidi jonr diaft 
upon 03 will be peid. 

We are, Sir, 
Your moat obedient servantg, 

B. Franelin, • 
Silas Dban, 
Arthur Lsi. 

Al\cr cousidciaGle delay and many obstacles, most of 
which he attributed to the want of cordiality in the first 
lieutenant of the Ranger, and a spirit of mutiny among 
the crew, he sailed from Brest on the 13th of April, on a 
cruize in the Irish Channel, entered upon a veiy hazard- 
ous enteipriae against Whitehaveiiy ana apvead gnsat ter- 
ror alcmg Ifae sbmB of Great Britain and Ireland. 

On the same day of the descent at Whitehaven, another 
memorable occurrence took place, which contributed, fop 
a time, to add greatly to the odium which the first had 
brought on his character, but which in the end enabled him 
to prove that he was possessed of the most disinterested 
and heroic qtaafities. In cminn^ off the coast of GaOo- 
way, it occorred to him, that, if he could get into bin 
power a man of high rank and influence in ue state, he 
should be able, by retaining him as a hostage, to ensure to 
the American prisoners of war more lenient treatment from 
the British government. Knowing that the Earl of Selkirk 
possessed a seat in St. Mary's Isle, a h^tiful peninsula at 
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the mouth of the Dee, and being ill-in£bnned with regard to 
the political connexions of that noUeMHiy he d— fine id hitp 
for the subject of his experiment. 

It was in this adventure that he permitted the seizure of 
ikt plate of Lord Selkirk, at St. Mary's Isle, which he aAer^ 
wmra j^nrchased and rettored. 

National prejudice has misrepresented thb tranactkNi; 
and in order to lwi|^ten the popular indignation against 
Jones, it has been common to state, that his attempt on the 
person, and as it was supposed, the property of Lord Sel- 
kirk, was aggravated by ingratitude, his father having eaten 
of that noblenian's bread. Nothing can be more false. 
NeHlier Mr* Paul, nor any of Ins kindred, ever was in tiw 
earl's employ, or had even the most distant connenon with 
his lordship, or his family ; and in a correspondence which 
took place betwixt Jones and Lady Selkirk, relative to the 
restitution of the plate, a most honorable testimony was grate- 
fully paid by Lord Selkirk to the Captain's character. 

In connexion wHlite attempt upon Whitehaven, was the 
capture of flie British ship of war Drake, of 90 goes. Cap- 
tain Jones has given so particular an account of these ex- 
ploits in a letter to the Commissioners of the United States^ 
at Paris, that it will be preferred to any narrative of them 
that could be framed by another hand : . 

LlTT»E TO THE AmKRICAH CoMKISflOmaS AT PaBU. 

Br€$tj M^, 37, 177& 

GXNTLEHEN, 

I now fulfil the promise made in my last, by giving you an 
account of my late expedition. 

I sailed from Brest 1 0th of April. My plan was extensive, 
i therefore, did not, at the beginning, wish to encumber my- 

On the 14tfa 1 look a hrigantine he- 
Issitu Scffh^ mid Csme Clear, bound from Ostend with a 
cargo of flaxseed for Ireland, sunk her, and proceeded into 
St. George's Channel. On the 17th I took the ship Lord 
Chatham, bound from London to Dublin, with a cargo con- 
»sting of porter and a variety of merchandise, and almost 
within aia^t of her port ; the ship I manned and ordered Ibi 
Bmtk Tcmu^ the evoang of the day firikwing, the 
'pieathof had a Dromising appearance, and the winds being 
Swwualiiel stood over from tne Isle ol Man, with an inten- 
tsoD to iMiB» a teoent at Whitehaven* At I0o'ck>ck, I 
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Was off the harbour with a party of volunteers, and had 
every thing in readiness to land, but, before eleven, the 
wind greatly increased, and shifted so as to blow directlj 
upon the shore ; the sea increased of course, and it became 
impossible to effect a landing. Tliii obliged me to cuty 
all pomible sail, so as to clear tbe Un4 and to await a mora 
fitvofiUe opportunity. On the in Gienbne Bayif on 
the south coast of Scotiawit I met with a revenue wherry ; 
it being the common practice of these vessels to board mer- 
chant ships, and the Hanger then having no external ap- 
pearance of war, it was expected that this rover would have 
*come alongside. 1 was, however, mistaken, for, though the * 
men were at their qttarton, jet tins vmmk ovdMiM Uie 
Ranger, and got clear, in spite of a severe cannonade. 

Tne nest morning, off the MuU of Galloway, I found my* 
self so near a Scotch coasting schooner, loaded with bar- 
ley, that I could not avoid sinking her. Understanding 
that 10 or 12 sail of merchant ships, besides a tender 
brififantine, with a number of impressed seamen on board, 
were at anchor in Loughryan in Scotland, I thought this 
an enterprise worthy attention, bat tbn wind, wUoC at ti|e 
fint, wwM bare served equally wei to sail in ot out of tbe 
Le^gh, shifted in a hard squall so as to Wow almost directly 
in, with an appearance of bad wealheri I was tfaqio fofB> * 
obliged to abandon my project. 

Seeing a cutter off the lee-bow steering for the Clyde, I 
gave chase in hopes of cutting her off; but finding my en- 
deavours ineffectual, I pursued no farther than the rock of 
Ailsa. in the evening 1 feu in with a sloop from DaUin, 
which 1 sunk to prevent intelligence. 

The ntil day, tbe Slst, being near Cariiobfeign, a Ish* 
ing boat came off, which 1 detained. I saw a wip at an> 
ebor in the road, which, I was informed by the fisherman, 
was the British ship of war Drake, of "20 guns. I de- 
termined to attack her in the night. My plan was to 
overlay her cable, and to fall upon her bow, so as to have 
all her decks open, and exposed to our mnsketiT, &c. ; at 
sanm tinw tt wni my inlenAioD to ham amrai teatta* 
my bv graplings, so ttat, had they cot tbrir cililea,- tbaj 
woula not Uiereby have attained an advantage^ Thewtad 
was high, and unfortunately, the anchor was not Ist go 
so soon as the order was given ; so that the Ranger was 
brougbt ap on the enemy's quarter, at the difrtannr of hall* 



Digitized by Google 



46 



a cabie't leii|stii* We had made no warlike appearance, ol' 
course had given no alarm : tliis determined me to cut im- 
mediately, which might appear as if the cable had parted, 
ftod, at the same time, enabling me, ailer making a tack out 
of the Lough, to return with the same proipect of advaa- 
iigi whicb 1 had at the fint I was, however, preTented 
fiom rttuming; as I with difficulty weathered the light* 
h em e on the lee aide of the Loogh* eod •« the giUe in* 
creased. 

The weather now became so very stormy and severe, and 
the sea so high, that 1 was obliged to take shelter under the 
south shore of Scotland. The 22d introduced tair wea- 
ther; 1faoii|^ the three UngdoiDs fiur as the eye eoeld 
Mch wene eorered with niow. I now resolted, once 
more to attempt Whitehaven ; but the wind became venr 
Jight, so that the ship could not in proper time, approach 
60 near as I had intended. At midnight 1 left the ^hip, 
with two boats, and thirty-one volunteers. When we 
reached the outer pier, the day began to dawn. 1 would 
tkot, boivever, abandoii mj enteiproe; hut despatched one 
« boat under the directioA of Ur.lIiU and Lieutenant Wal> 
fin||ifofi1. with the necessary combustibles, to set fire to the 
shipping on the north side of the harbor, while I went with 
the other party, to attempt the south side. I was successful 
in scaling the walls, and spiking up all the cannon in the 
first fort* Fiodii^ the sentinels shut up in the guard house, 
thej wave lecmd withovt bciQg hnit. Having lued senti- 
BflJa, I now took with me one man onfy, (Mr. Green,) and 
apikednpaU the cannon on the sonthern&rt; dbtantirom 
the other, a quarter of a mile. 

On my return from this business, I naturally expected to 
see the fire of the ships on the north side, as well as to find 
my own party with evenr thii^ in readiness to set fire to the 
flIuppiAg intiiaioath* IniteM of this, 1 found the boat nn- 
ebr^dkectionof Mr. HiHand Blr. Wallingsford returned, 
and the party in some confusion, tiieir light having burnt 
out at the instant when it became necessary. By the 
ettangest fatality, my own party were in the same situation, 
the candles being all burnt out. The day too came on apace ; 
yet i would by no means retreat, while any hopes of success 
rffiMintd. Having a^ain placed seninelB, a wht was ob- 
MnMn house duiomed^rom the town; and mu wa» kin- 
4Miattiefllecn0eef«ki9eilnp, which was soffvaundBd 
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by at least an hundred and fifty otiiere, chiefly from two to 
four hundred tons buitheD, and j*^i<)g ^i^c by side aground, 
uBMUflOiuided by the water. Tnere 
, aerenty to as hundred large riiipa in die north aim of the 
harbor, aground, clear of the water, and diTided from the 
rest only by a stone pier of a ship's height. I should have 
kindled fires in other places, if the time had permitted. As 
it did not, our care was to prevent the one kindled from being 
easily extinguished. After some searc h, a barrel of tar 
was found, and poured into the flames, which now ascended 
from all the hatchways* The inhabitants began to appear 
in tfaousancb ; and indlvidiials ran hastily towards us. I 
stood between them and the ship on fire, with a pistol in my 
hand, and ordered them to retire, which they did with pre- 
cipitation. The flames had already caught the rigging, and 
began to ascend the mainmast : — the sun was a full hour's 
march above the horizon ; and as sleep no longer ruled the 
world, it was time to retire. We re-embarked without op- 
■ position, having released a number of prisoners, as oar boats 
' cmild not cany them. After all my people had embaiked, I 
stood upon the pier for a considerable tune, yet no penoos 
advanced. I saw all the eminences aroand the town covered 
with the amazed inhabitants. 

When we had rowed to a considerable distance from the 
shore, the English began to run in vast numbers to their 
forts. Their disappointment may easily be imagined, when 
th^ fimnd at least thirty heavy cannon, the instruments of 
Iheir vengeance, rendered oseless. At length, however, tfaaj 
bqgan to fire; having, as I apprehend, ei&Br 1m>ii(^tdoiiii 
ship guns, or used one or two cannon, which lay on the 
beach at the foot of the walls, dismounted, and which had 
not been spiked. They fired with no direction and the 
shot falling short of the boats, instead of doing us any da- 
mage, afforded some diversion ; which my people could not 
help showing, by discharging their pistols, &lc. in return of 
tbe salute. Haa it been possible to have landed a few hwui 
sooner, my saccess would have been complete. Not a tuh 
gle ship, out of more than two hundred, could possib^have 
escaped, and all the world would noihave been able to scpe 
the town. What was done, however, is sufficient to show, 
that not all their boasted navy can protect their own coasts ; 
and that the scenes of distress, which they have occasioned 
\ in America, may be soon brouglit home to their own door. 
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One of my people was missing; aOd must, I tear, have tall- 
eointo the enemies^ hands after our departure. I was 
plcned th»t in flui liutiiMis we neither fcUled nor wvmided 
any penon« I brooglit off three prisoners as a tampU, 

We now stood over for the Scotch shore ; and J la|ided 
at noon at St. Mary's Isle, witli one boat only, and a very 
small party. The motives which induced me to land there, 
arc explained in the within copy of a letter which I haye 
addressed to the Counless of Selkirk, dated the 8th lost. 
. Ontbemoniingof the84th, Iwas again/offQeifickleigua, 
aadwonU have goiieii^hed I not seen th^ Drake prepAii^ 
todNDB Mtk It waa fnry moderate* and the Drake's boat 
was sent out to reconnoitre the Ranger. As the boat ad- 
vanced, 1 kept the ship's stem directly towards her ; and 
though they had a spy-glass in the boat, they came on within 
hail, and along side. When the ofhcer came on the quarter 
deck, he was giPeatly surprised to fuDid himself a primer I al« 
tfaon^ snd pie s s had arrived from Whitehaven the night 
before. I now nndefstood, what 1 had before imagined, mat 
the Drake came out in consequence of this iiJormatioQ, 
with volunteers, against the Ranger. The officer told me 
also, that they had taken up the Ranger's anchor. The 
I>rake was attended by five small vessels full of people^ who 
wme led by cariosity lo see an engageownt. B«t wbitt 
Ihey taw the Dnke's bo«tat the Raa^r>t staniy Ifaey wisely 
putback. 

Alarm smokes now appeared in great abundance, extend- 
ing along on both sides of the channel. The tide was un- 
favorable, so that the Drake worked out but slowly. This 
obliged me to run down several times, and to lay with cour- 
aesop, and main-topsail to the mast. At lengA the Dnike 
waaQiered the point, and baring led her oat to about mid- 
channel, I suffered her to come within hail. The Drake 
hoisted English colours, and at the same instant, the Ameri- 
can stars were displayed on hoard the Ranger. 1 expected 
that preface had been now at an end, but the enemy soon 
after hailed, demanding what ship it was ? I directed the 
naater to answer, " the American Uontlnentel ship Ranger ; 
tiimt we wailed for them, and desired that they woold come 
4m\ the sun was now little more than an hour from setting, 
it was therefore time to be^n." The Drake being astern 
of the Ranger, I ordered the helm up, and gave her the first 
broadside* The action was warm, close, and obstinate* It 
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j tested ail iiour and lour minuteS) when the enemy called Ibr 

^jiMi'tere her faffr wb^ ■Mio-topMitt beng boft 
cw«f,uiddovni«ii tbe^^; llie top^uaat jm^um nistli* 
gpff both hongiBg up and down along fliast ; the secMid 
ensffgft wlndi they had hoisted shot away, and banging on 
the qnarter ^llery in the water ; the jib shot away, and 

' hanging in the water; her sails and rigginti; entirely cut to 

pieces ; her inasts and yards all wounded, and her hull also 
very much galled. 1 lost only Lieut. WallmgBford and one 
iBMMi^'Mtt -DDugall, IcHleo, and m «oiuiM$ MMqg 
vliitkiMteganMr, Mr.FtUifMdMr.PBiireHvaiiifiddijp* 
man, who lost his alrn. One of llie ipounded, Nathaniel 
WfUtyia since dead: the rest will recofer. The loss of die 

I enemy in killed and wounded, was far greater. All the pri- 

* soners allow, that they came out with a number not less than 

a hundred and sixty men : and many of them affirm that 
they amounted to an hundred and nine^. The medium 
may, perhaps, be the moat eiael «oeoiiiit; and Ihr that it 
win appear teit they lost m kHM and a w w m dai, forty tira 
men. The captain and^utenant were among the wouitded. 
The former, having received a musket ball in the head Iba 
minute before they called for quarters; lived, and was sensi- 
ble some time after my people boarded the prize. The 
lieutenant survived two days. They were buried with the 
honors due to their rank, and with the respect due to their 
memoiy* 

Tbeni^t and akooitte whole day ailerteMlkmbdiig 

moderate, greatly fooOilaM the refitting of both ihipi. A 
htfge brigantine was so near the Drake in the afternoon, that 
I was obligerl to bring her too. She belonged to VfQyIebi* 
vcn, and was bound for Norway. 

I had thought of returning by the south channel ; but the 
wind shifting, 1 determined to pass by the north, and round 
the west coast of Ireland. This brought me once Dfiore off 
BeUait Lou^ on the eiFennig after Iheengagement* itwaa 
now time to release the hoaeat flBhemieii^ whom I took 
here on the filat. And as the poor fellows had lost Ifaeir 
boat, she having sunk in the late stormy weather, I was happy 
in having it in my power to give them the necesrary sum to 
purchase every thing new which they had lost. I gave them 
alsoagood boat to transport themselves ashore ; andsentwith 
them two infirm men, on whom I bestowed thelastguinea in my 
p o o a ewi on, todefray (heir travelling expeawa lottieir proper 
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home in Dublin. They took with them one of the Drake^s 
saiiSf which would sufficiently explain what had happened 
to the volunteers. The ^teful tishermen were in raptures ; 
and expressed their joy lo three huzzas as they passed the 

I again niet wHfa olwlnu7 winds in iiie mouth of the Nortli 
ClMnnel, but notkiiigremarkable happenedi till on the morn- 
ing of the 5th, current, Ushant then bearing S. E. by S., 
distance &fteen leagues, when seeing a sail to leeward steer- 
ing for the Channel, the wind being favoral)Ie for Brest^ and 
the distance thflii^ . 1 resolved to ^ve chase, having the 
Dnhe in tour. I afimned diem of my iotontioiM, ai^ or* 
toed tbenlocait off. Thej cot the mwieiv Hie. Ran- 
ger in the chase went laddng between N. N. E. and N. N4 
W. It lasted an hour and ten minutes, when the chase was 
hailed and proved a Swede* I immftdiately hauled by the 
wind to the southward. 

After cutting the hawser, the Drake went from the wind 
for eodie time, then hwiM close by the wind, steering from 
8*8.E^leS.S.W««ithe wind Mnnitted, so that when 
the Ranger spoke the chase the Drue was scarceljr peicefH 
tible. In the course of the day many large ships appeared| 
steering^into the Channel, but the extraordinary evolutions 
of the Drake made it impossible for me to avail myself of 
these favorable circumstances. Towards noon it became 
▼ery squally, the wind becked firom the S. W. to the W. 
The Ranger had come vp with die Dnke, and was nearly 
abreast of her, though consideraVly Id the leeward, when 
the wind shifteid. The Drake was, however, kept by the 
wind, though, as I afterward understood, they knew the 
Ranger, and saw the signal wliich she had lK)isted; After 
various evolutions and signals in the night, I gave chase tu 
a sail whi^h appeared bearing S. S, W. the next morning at 
n great dirtance. The chaie diacovered no intention to 
Bpetk with the Ranger; she was, however, at length brought 
to, and prolred to be Ahb Drake. I immediately put Lieut. 
Simpson under suspension and arrest, for disobedience 6t 
my orders, dated the 2Cth ult., a copy whereof is here en- 
closed. On the 8th, both ships anchored safe in this Road, 
' the Ranger having been absent only twenty-eight days. — 
Codd 1 snnfMMe that my letters of the 9tfa and 16th corient, 
(tlfe first aam^g yon c€ my aiiifal, and giving lefereiKe 
to die eveBts.el nqreipedition; the^last admqg ftn of my 
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ilralt iu I'avor of Monsieur Bersolle, for 24,000 livres, and 
assigning reasons for that demand,) had not made due ap- 
pearance, 1 would hereafter, as 1 do now, enclose copies. 
Three poits have already aifirad Iwra fimn ^uria^ lUMBe 
Compte d^Orvillten thovred me the anawer wlndi lieiieei* 
red from the nrinliter, to the letter which enclosed nuae to 
you. Yet you remain silent. M. Bersolle has this moment 
mformed me of the fate of my hills ; the more extraordi- 
nary, as I have not yet made use of your letter of credit of 
the 10th of January last, whereby 1 then seemed entitled to 
call for half the amount of my last draft, and I did not ex- 
pect t9 be tiiought eztraragant, wliefty <Mi Hie 16tfl cunaBlf 
I doubled that demand. Could this indignity be kept secret 
I should disregard it ; and, though it is alvaadj poliKc in 
Brest, and in me fleet, as it aflfects only my private credit, 
I will not complain. I cannot, however, be silent when I 
• find the public credit involved in the same disgrace. I con- 
ceive this might have been prevented. To make me com- 
pletely wretched, Moasieiir BersoHe has told ana tbat lie 
DOW stops bis hand, not odIt of the necessary arlidet to refit 
iht ship, but also of the dauy provisions, 1 know not where 
10 find to-morrow's dinner for the great number of mouths 
that depend on me for food. Are then the continental ships 
of war to depend on the sale of their prizes for a daily dia- 
ner for their men ? " Publish it not in Gath 

My oilcerB, aa well aa men, want dodMa, and the prises 
are predaded frcMn beii^ sold befere IMier oitea aninr 
Aom the minister. I wifi ask you, gentlemen, if I haye de- 
aerved all this ? Whoever calls himself an American ought 
to be protected here. I am unwilling to think that yon 
have intentionally involved me in this sad dilemma, at a time 
when I ought to expect some enjoyment. Thei*efore 1 have, 
aa ibimerly, the bonor to be, with due esteem and respect^ 
IjenlleBieDf yoma, 1^ 

The copy of the letter to Lady Selkirk, to which Capt. 
Jones alludes, is in the words following. It is couched in 
lamif aa politic as gallant: 

' Banger y Brest, May Qi/i, 1778. 
Hie Right Hon. thtt Comteai of SuAiEK* 
Madam, 

It cannot be too much lamented, that, in the profession 
«lf vnOBf the officer of fipe liseliag and of leal aeMihility» 
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fihould be under tte necessit? of winking at any action of 

but tie lefleetioii u dooUj feveie, when he finds himielf 
oblig^, in a^ennce, to coontennnce fuch eduuMi bj his 

authorit}'. 

This bard case was mine, when, on the 23d of April last, 
I landed on St. Mary^s Isle. Knowing Lord Selkirk's inte- 
rest with his king, and esteeming, as 1 do, his private cha- 
racter, I wished, to make him the haj^pj instrument of alle^ 
viating Ihe horroiB of hopelen ci^vitjr, when ihe hra?e 
aneoiveipow^ied and made priMnen of war. 

It wai, p^liaps, Ibrtanate for ^ou, Madam, that he waa 
from home ; for it was mj intention to have taken him on 
board the Ranger, and to have detained him until, tlirougli 
his means, a general and fair excliange of prisooera^aa well 
in Europe as in America, had been edectecU 

When I waa inlbiined, by aone men ^Hiom I met at land- 
bi%, tet hia lordahip was absent, 1 walked back 16 mf boeti 
detenninedto leave die iaiand. By the way, however, aone 
officers, who were with me, could not forbear expressing 
their discontent ; observing that, in America, no dehcacy 
was shown by the English, who took away all sorts of move- 
able proper^ — setting fire, not only to towns and to the 
hovBea at the rich« wiuioot diatioction, but not even aparing 
Ihe wvetohed faamleta and miich-cowa of the poor ana help- 
less, at the approach of an inclement winter. That party 
had been witn me, the same morning, at Whitehaven ; some 
complaisance, therefore, was their due. I had but a mo- 
ment to think how I might gratify them, and at the same 
time do your ladyship the least injury. 1 chained the two 
officers to permit none of the seamen to enter the house, or 
to hoft any thoif aboat it-^ treat you, Bfadani,r itit|i tfie 
vtiKiit raapect to accept of die plate whidhwaaofler ed ■ 
and to come away without making a aearcb, or deman^ug 
any thing else. 

I am induced to believe that I was punctually obeyed ; 
'since I am informed, that the plate which they brought away 
is far short of the quantity expressed in the inventory which 
accompanied it. I baTe gratified my men; and wmb the 
pkte ia aold, I ahall become«tbe parcbaaer, and will gmtily 
my own feelings by restoring it to yon, by soch conveyance 
aa yen ahall pleaae to direct* 
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Had tlic carl been on board the Ranger tlie foUowing 
evening, he would hm ieett llie awibl penp t&d dmdHsl 
carnage of a tea engagement; bo0i affording ample subject 
for the pencil, as well as melancholy reflectioii to tile con- 
templative mind. Humanity starts back from such scenes 
of horror, and cannot suflici^ntljr Wi^nt/^ the vile prooM- 
ters of this de^^table w^r« 

" For V, 'twas they un9he«th*d the ruthless bitdtt 
And Hotvea ahall uk th* luvoc it hu maiide.*' ' 

The British ship of war Drake, mounting twenty giaiSi 
with more than her full complement of officers and roeDy 
^ * * * *. The ships met, and the advantage was disputed 
with great fortitude on each side, for an hour and four min- 
utes, when Ihe gaUant commander of the Drake fell, and 
victory declared in favor of the Ranger* The amiable lieu- 
tenant bj mortdly wounded, besides near forty of the iaie- 
rior officers and crew kUled and wounded. A iflaitrfaoly 
demonstration of the uncertainty of human projects, and 
of the sad reverse of fortune which an hour can produce. 
I buried them in a spacious grave, with the honors due to 
the memory of the brave. 

Though 1 have drawn my sword in the present generous 
atruggle for the rights of men, yet I am not in arms as an 
American, nor am I in pursuit o^f riches. My fortune is Ube- 
jral enough, having no wife nor fiunily, and havii^llfTed kn^g 
cnonijh to know (fiat riches cannot ensure happiness. T pro- 
fess myself a citizen of the world, totally unfettered by the 
little, mean distinctions of climate or of country, which di- 
minish the benevolence of the heart and set bounds to phi- 
lanthropy. Befine ttis war was be^n, I had, atan early 
lime of hfe, withdrawn from sea service, in &Tor of '^cahn 
eonten^lation and poetic case." I have sacrificed not only 
my favorite scheme of life, but the softer affections of the 
heart, and my prospects of domestic happiness, and I am 
ready to sacritice my life also, with chcermlncss, if that for- 
feiture could restore peace and good will among mankind. 

As the feelings of your gentle bosom cannot but be con- 
genial with mine, let me entreat you, Madmn, to use your 
persuasive art^wilh your husband's, to endeavor to alop ttl« 
cruel and detftmctbe WW, hi which Britain never can no- 
cecd. Heaven can never countenance the barbarous and 
vnmanly practice of th^ Britons in America, which savages 



would blush at, and which, if not dncontinaed, will soon br 
^taliated oo Britain by a justly enraged people. Should 
you fail in this, (for 1 am persuaded that you will attempt 
it — and who can resist the power of such an advocate ?) your 
endeaTors to effect a general exchange of prisoners, will be 
ID act of humanity which will afford you golden feelings on 

I JMjpe IIbi cmd contest will scibn be closed ; but should 
it cootinoe, I wage no war with the fair* I acknowledge 

their force, and bend before it with submission. Let not, 
therefore, the amiable Countess of Selkirk regard me as an 
enemy. I am ambitious of her esteem and fnendship, and 
would do any thing, consistent with my duty, to merit it. 

The honor of a Kne frDm Tour haiid, in answer to this, 
will lay memdtt a angular obligatioQ; and if I can render 
joa any aeceptiAle senrice in France or ebewberc, I hope 
you tee into my character to fiir as to command me without 
the least grain of reserve. 

1 wish to know, exactlv, the behaviour of my people ; as 
I determv^e to punish ^X^V^t ^3L\e exceeded their 

I aoiilfadam, with s^fiine&ti of th^ lughest respect, 
Your Ladyship^ moat eh edi e nt, humble servant, 

Paul Joites. 

On the anUect of Capt. Jaaas^ ofiRsr (n restore the plate 
taken fiom ne resideiice of Lord Selkific, there is a tetter 
fiom Dr. Prankfin, evfaichig raHier a proud disposition in the 
Scoteh peer, and indicative of his disinclination to acc^t a 
frnwet tlae kind firam Jones. ItfbUows:— 

Passff, FA* 94ihf 1779. 

Dbaa CifTAiir, 
- Ifr.AlenDder'ealM hen this morning to deliver a little 
message t» be cosnnunicated to you, from Lord Selkiik* 
Hie purport Was, that kb lordship had written an answer 
to your letter: which answer, after having been detained 
many months in the post-office, had been sent back to him. 
That, as to the proposition of returning the plate, if it was 
made by order of Congress, or any public body, he would 
accept of it, and endeavor la makesuiCalile returas forflie 
frvor I but if by a private pesam'a gsnsmity, th^ captain's 
for iwtance, he.could by no means lecetve it. You will 
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now ju4gc whcUicr it is worth while to g^ve yourself any 
&rther trouble tbout that matter. 

I am, with great ngard, dear Sir, 

Your mort obedient hnmblc servant 

On the 1st of March, 1780^ Jones wrote iffm to Lidjr 
Selkirk, as follows : — 

VOrient, March 111, 1786» 
The Right Hon. the Countess of Selkirk, ) 
&LC. St. Mary^s Isle, ScoOand. j 

Madam, 

It is now ten or eleven months since his Excellency Ben- 
jamin Frdiiklin, Esq. Minister Plenipotentiary for the Uni- 
ted States of America at the Coart of France, commonica- 
ted to me a message from the earl, your husband, in a letter 
to his friend, Mr. Alexander, at Paris, in substance as fol- 
lows : — That he, the Earl of Selkirk, had written an answer 
to the letter that I had the honor to write to your ladyship 
in May, 1778, from Brest, respecting your plate; which 
answer, ader being detained for several montli^ at London, ^ 
in the general pott-office, bad been fetomed to Scotiaod. ' 
He, therefore, wished Mr. Aleiander to inform the conceni- 
cd, tliat if the plate was to be restored by Congress, or by 
any public body, it would be accepted, &c« ; bat if, through 
the generosity of an individual, hU delicacy .would icn^ 
to receive it, &c. 

The true reason why 1 have not written to you since I 
received the above information, lias been, because the plate ; 
is bat now come into my possesiKMi from tbe public a^enis ; I 



and I have, berides, been, for the greatest pslrt of the time, J 

ftKcf^nt fiMtn fhiM Irtncrrlom. ' 
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absent from this kingd 

I have now the satislaction to inform you, that Congress 
has relinquished their real or supposed interest in the plate, 
and, for my own part, 1 scom to add to my fortune by such 
an acquisition. As for the part claimed by the few men 
who landed with me on St. Mary's Isle, it is of little coue^ l 
cnwBce, and they are already satiafied. Then yon see, PI 
dam, that the earl's objection is removed. ** |^ 

The plate is lodged here, in tbe bands of Messrs. Gour* |j 
lade & Moylan, who hold it at your disposal, and will for- 
ward it agreeable to your orders, by land or by water .to ^ 
Holland, Ostend, or any other port you think proper*. ^ 
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f diall be happy, by my conduct tlit ough lil'e, to ment the 
good opinkmor tneEtriaodCoiiiiteesof Seiidik; fiwlam, 
with gmt esieeni and prolbaiid respect, Uadam, your lady- 
Mfl^Bwrni ebedient and aiost bvniDle servant 

. fjjjh Jons* 

Paris, iSqtt. 24/A, 1784. 

To Capt. Paul Jones, Paris. 
Sia, 

M* ^ Count de Vei^noes has delivered to me the let' 
tOT'which you had written to him, to ask his permission to 
transport by land from L'Oricnt to Calais, the plate of Lady 
Selkirk, which you had permitted to he taken by your peo- 
ple during the la.st war, and which you afterward purchased 
to return to her ladyship. 

That action, Sir, is worfliy of the matatioii which you 
acquired by your conduct, and proves that true valor per^ 
/ectly agrees with hnmani^ and generosi^. 

It gives me pleasure to concur in the execution of thia 
bonorable proceeding. 

I have, therefore, given orders to the Fanner's General 
to permit the transportation of the plate from L^Orient to 
Calais, free of duty, and you may write to your correspond* 
ent at L*Orient to deKver it to the director of the posts, viio 
will take upon himself the care of having it transported to 
CalaiSy and to fulfil all the necessary fomoAlities* 
^ I have the honor to be, &c* 

Da Calonn£« 

Madam, 

Since the moment when ! found myself under the neces- 
sity to permit my men to demand and carry off your family 
plate, it has been my constant intention to restore it to you, 
and 1 wrote to you to that eflfect from Brest, the moment 1 
had airived there from my expedition in the Irish Sea* 

By ttie letter which I had the honor to write to Lord Sel- 
kirk, tbe 13th of February last, which will accompany this, 
! have explained the dimciiltics that prevented the plate 
from being restored until that time. 1 had expectation, all 
the last summer, that opportunities would have offered to 
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scud it by sea trom L^Orient to Loodoo ; but being disap- 
poioted, I applied to eovenmeDt Ibr tesre to tniupoit it 
Onn^ tlie nngdiMi by liiid,«iidtlieI>Ql[»of Dorwthii 
been loobluiiig as to write to tbe coBtom-house at Doiiert 
requesting &m to let it pass to London^ without beiqg open- 
ed. It is now arrived here, and will be forwarded immedi- 
atelj to your sister in London, under the lead that has been 
affixed to the case that contains it^bj the Farraer^s General 
at L'Orient, and the seal of the Duke of Dorset, that has 
ben aftifld to it bm. The cihaiiges to London ue paid, 
and I bmdiractod it to be deKveied it Ibe bowe ef jov 
fister. 

I could have wished to have ended this delicate business 
by delivering the plate to you at St. Mary's Isle, in Scot- 
land ; but I conform to the arrangement made between Lord 
Selkirk and Mr. Alexander, because I have no person in 
London trfatn I can charge wilb the tmmportafion of the 
pbite from tlienee. En d eoe d b the bwrentoiy Ibet f hnve 
just racetved from Mr* Ne8bilt,from L'Orlent, wfaicbl pie* 
some you will find to correspond with the one be tent last i 
year to Lord Dare, and with the aitidfio iThicfa jon put into 
the hands of my men. 
I am, Madam, with sentiments of the hi^est respect, 
Your Ladyship's moit obedient 

And most bnmbJetenrant, 

Paul Jenns. 

from the Count D'Estain'u, Commander of the FUtt of ££s 
. Most Christian Majtsty, 

Paris, Dec. mh^ ITBd. 
To Mr. Paul Jonbs, Commodore in > 
tbe Netj of tbe United States. { 

It is impossible not to take advantage of your kindneto- 
Never lend me your Journal again, ibr 1 must warn you (fiat 
I shall read it over and over, and always with renewed plen- 
surc. It is one of those things which one absolutely wants 
to know by heart. It is not only a lesson of naval and mili- 
tarv beroiam, but, by your conduct to Lord and Lady Sel- 
Uifc, also one of eederositf • 

1 am Terr ftr fiom icigreCting tfie bomagewbicb I have 
been obligBd to render to tbeeiigBgement between Ae Boi& 



Homne Richaj:d and the Sci^pis ; and although I did not 
gnppose, while writing it,* that it mi^t be of any other use 
thau that of procunni^ an admission into the Society of the 
Cincinnati, i can but be flattered that you have thought it 
proper to insert it among the pieces wluch are annexed to 
joor Jooroal. 

I have the bonorto be, 

With die moit perfect attachmenti - 

Your motft obedient seirant, 

ESTAIVO, 

London, August 4(A, 1789, 

Monsieur le Cheralier Paol JoRis, & PairiBf 

Sir, ^ 

I received the letter you wrote to me at the time you 
sent otr my plate, in order for restoring it. Had I known 
where to direct a letter to you, at the time it arrived in Scot- 
land, I would then have wrote to you ; but npt knowing it, 
nor finding that any of my acquaintance at Edinbufg loiew 
it, I was obliged to delay writing till I came here; when, by 
uneans of a gentleman connected with America, I was told 
M. le Grand was your banker at Paris, and would take 
proper care of a letter for you; therefore, I enclose, this 
to him. 

Notwidistanding all the precautions you took fi>r the easy 
and amntermnted cottvejrance of the plate, yet it met wim 

considerable ctelays : first at Calais, next at DoTer, then at 
London ; however, it at last arrived at Dumfries, and I dare 
say quite safe, though as yet 1 have not seen being then 

at Edinburg. 

I intended to have put an article in the newspapers about 
your baving returned it; but before I was imormed of its. 
DeiK arrived, some of your friends, I suppose, had put it in 

the Dumfries newspaper, whence it was immediately copied 
into the Edinburg papers, and thence into the London ones. 
Since that time, 1 have mentioned it to many people of fa- 
shion ; and, on all occasions, Sir, both now and formerly, I 
have done you the justice to tell, that you made an offer of . 
returning the plate very soon after your return to Brest; anc), 
^Ifliough you yourself was not at my iHMise, but remained at 
fte there with your^boat, th^t yet you had your opcers and 

* In liit rgconunwadation of Capt. Edward Stack for ad miwio o into tli* 
Society of CindiDiiati. 

H 
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men in such t xira ordinary good discipline, tliat your having 
given them tlie strictest orders;to behave well, to do no in- 
jury of any kind, to make no search, but only to bring 
off what plate was given them ; that in reality they m, 
enctljr as ordered, and iSbat not one man ofiered to stir from 
his post on tibe oatside of the house, nor entered the doors, 
nor said an uncivil word ; that the two officers staid not a 
quarter of an hour in the parlour and butler^s pantry, while 
the butler got the plate together, behaved politely, and asked 
for nothing but the plate, and instantly marched Uieir men off 
in regular order, and that both officers and men behaved in 
all resuects so well, that it would have done credit to the best 
disciplined troons whatever. 

Some ofttie English newspapers, at that time, faaVing put 
in confused accounts of four eipedition to MThitehaven and 
Scotland, I ordered a proper one of whkt happened in SeOft- 
land to be put in the London newspaper??, ny a gentleman 
who was then at my hoii?c, by which the good conduct and 
civil behaviour of your othcers and men was done justice to, 
and attributed to your order, and the good discipline you 
maintained over your people. 

1 am, Sir, your most homUe servant, 

Sblkiuk. 

So highly did Dr. Franklin, and John Adams, the Ameri- 
can commissioners to the Court of France appreciate tlic 
descent npon WhitehaTeo, that they proposed to recommend 
thepersons eng^iged in it to the Coneress, and wrote a letter 
to Captain Jones to that effect, of which die sitbjoined is an 
extract : 

Extraei if m letUr from their excelkncies, Benjamm PrmUk* 
imj'&nd John A&mty to Captain John Patd Joiu$^ dated 
Paeay, AnguH IM, 1778. 

" We shall recommend the men who landed with you at 
Whitehaven, to the favor of Congress, because we think 
they merited it ; but lest our recommendation should mis- 
carry, we wish you to recommend them, and enclose in 
your letter an extract of this paragraph of ours. As they 
have done themselves so much honor in tliis expedition, 
perhaps Congress would approve of the deduction of the 
advance at the time of entry, which they aN received from 
me, hebg made (kom their wages in America, that tfv men 
may have flieir prize money here.*' 
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Captain Jones, indeeti, according to a letter winch lie ad- 
dressed to the Marine Committee of Congress, was the 
first to so^pett to (be American ooomuBuoiien tiie propriety 
of rewarding the brave men VFhe had been concerned in that 
enterprise. Less anxious about hia own fortune than that 
of those who served with him, and merited an extraordinary 
recompense; he was the invariable friend of the praise- 
worthy seamen, whose rights he was ever ready to support, 
and whose interests he never failed to advance, when a fa- 
vorable oppodonity ofiered itself for his interpositiota: 

* 

Brest, August l^tk, 1778. 
To the Honorable tbe Marikk Comjiit'VBK. 

Gentlemen, 

It is evident from the abave extract, Uiat the letter from 
wbich it ia taken, was written in compliance witti my par* 
ticiilar request to the Commissioners* It was my intention 
itom the beginning, to beseech you also to recommend the 
men who landed with me at Whitehaven, to the bounty of 
Congress. That service being unprecedented in latter wars, 
accounts for the extreme difficulty which 1 found prevailing 
with the handful of men, who, at last, reluctantly undertook 
it. — ^The men, honreTer, bare in my judgment well meriM 
sk wward, and the bettowni|( it libeaawjr eaao fov^fmold, I 
hope, have a happy eflfeot m prom p ti ng cAais to. aMBBpt 
still greater enterprises, with such spirit and unanimity as 
will generally ensure success, and lead to the most glorious 
. victory. 

For me, if 1 have done my duty, the coutiuued approba* 
ti<m of Congress, and tbe Burine Connmttee, will make me 
ficb indeed, and &f more ttan reward me for alife of iei>- 
Yice devoted from ptmeiplei of pblbnttiffopy^ to snppoit tbe 
dimity of human nature. 

The court of France having made application without 
my kiiowUidge, to the commissioners, that 1 should remain 
for a little time in Europe, and they having consented, Con- 
fvem will, I flaMer myself, approve of my baving alio cott- 
eeiited to obKgt a coiut, who bas askea socb a trifle, aa a 
favor, and to wbom America owes such superior ohligations* 
I will, however, command only under freedom^s flag, whidil' 
have endeavoured to support since it was first displayed. I 
will be always ready to return to America, and 1 hope with 



. uu 

^ome improvement, .and increase of knowledge .in Matine 

I am, with unfeigned sentiments of esteem^ 
and grateful respert, 

GeuLiemen, jours, &c. 

The Ranger returned from her cruize, and came to anchor 
in the road of Brest, on the 9th of May 1 778. U nhaopj dif- 
ferences still prevailed between Capt. Jones and his first 
iieutenant, whom be accused of disobedience of orders, and 

of incessant efforts to introduce insubordination among the 
seamen. Prior to Capt. Jones's taking command of the 
Ranger, at Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, his first lieute- 
nant, whose name was Simpson, had instilled into the minds 
of the crew, that Jones was not the real commander of the 
ressel ; that he was, indeed, to have the control during the 
passage ; but that, on his arrival in France, the commisnd 
was to devolve on the lieutenant. Disquietudes arose 
among the men; Jones and Simpson had personal quarreU ; 
and to such extremities were these unhappy differences 
carried, that the expedition against Whitehaven was near 
miscarrying, and the Drake escaping the capture which 
awaittd her. The enterprises of Capt. Jones being out of 
the oidinarj routine of naval service, the seamen did*noijal- 
always relish them; and, carrying their notions of civil gov- 
ernment on bobrd of a man-of-war, thou^t thej had- a jnat 
claim to be consulted on any occasion when eztraQfdinary 
duty was to be performed. Jones, on the contrar}-. was a 
strict disciplinarian, required every thing to be done in 
time and place, and enforced rigid obedience to the orders 
of superiors. It is very probable also, tliat Lieut. Simp- 
son, understanding that Jones was repairing to France to 
fnke the command of a vessel of a large class, did really be- 
lieve that he wai there to leave the Ranger under the Jirec- 
tioo of fho' lieutenant, who mi^t have supposed that he 
was to re-conduct her to America. Whatever the impres- 
sions of Simpson were, and whatever the deportment of 
Jones, it is certain that great jealousy and animosity 
prevailed between them, which resulted in the arrest of 
the former whilst navigating the Drake to a port in 
Fr^ce. Captk Jones accused Lieut. Simpson of disre- 
garding his instmctions and signals, and bv the following: 
written order suspended him ftom command t—^ 
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% John Paul Jonbs E$q»^ Captem m the American 
Sir, 

Yoa are hereby appointeAConiiiiander of oar prize, the 
English ship of war, the Drake of 30 guns. You are to put 
lieot* Simpson under arrest for disobedience of orders. 

You are to keep companj with me, and to pay punctual 
attention to the signals delivered herewith for your govern- 
ment. You are to superintend the navigation and defence of 
the ship under your command, and to support me as much 
as possible should we fall in with, and engage, any of the 
CDemj's ships. 

The honor of oor flag ie noch concerned in the preser- 
vation of this prize, therefore, keep close by me, and she 
shall not be given tamefy 199. 

You will take your station on the Ranger's starboard 
quarter, at, or about the distance of a cable leni^tli. 
Should bad weather, or any accident, separate' you frqni 
the Ranger, you are to make the best of your way to 
France, and I recommend the pDrt of Brest to your pre- 
ference. You will secure all the books, charts, instraments, 
and efTects belonging to the deceased captain and oiBcen; 
dec* for which, this shall be your order. 

Given on board the American Continental ship of War 
the Ranger, olf Ushant, the 7th day of May, 1 778. 

.John Paul Jones. 

To Lieut, Elijah Hall of the^ 
American Navy^ comnutnding>^ 
the prize ehi^ the Drake* j 

1 certify the above to be a true copy of the oiieinal in 
Tny possesaoii. Elijah Hall. 

ParttvMuih^ SepUrnber ^ik, \^^A* 

When Capt. Jones on his arrival at Brest with his prize, 
tbond it convenient to put the prisoners of #ar on ooard 
Drake, he deemed it necessary to remove Lieut Simp« 
son to a ship lying in the port, called the Admiral, in which 
he had a good state-room, and liberty to walk the deck* 
He was, however, quite restless, and sent a message to the 
officers and crew of the Ranger, tliat he had been put in 
prison. This excited a considerable sensation, and such 
was Simpson's behaviour subsequently, that Jones, upon a 
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representation ol* the necessity of it, from Count D'Orvil- 
liers, the French Admiral, actually placed the heutcnant 
in close confinement. Capt. Jones, nevertheless, cherished 
no enmity to Lieutenant Simpson. On the contrary, be 
aAerward assented to his liberation ; and, when a question 
arose as to who should command the Ranger on her return 
to America, and it was proposed to give it to another, it 
was Jones who interfered in his behalf, and urged the pro- 
priety of placing Lieut. Simpson in command, for the pur- 

{)Ose of navigating her back to Portsmouth. He according- 
y took charge of that vessel on the 29th of July 1 778, and ar- 
rived at Portsmouth on th^ 16th of October following, hav- 
ing made several prizes on the passage home. 

The apprehensions which Jones infused along the coasts 
of Great Britain and Ireland, by the extraordinary boldness 
of his enterprises a^inst Whitehaven and St. Mary's Isle* 
and the capture of the Drake, is almost inconceivable. 
Look-out vessels were constantly kept in motion, the pub- 
lic attention was immediately turned to the construction of 
fortifications, troops were called out, and the population on 
the sea-board was kept in the most fearful state of alarm. 
The following paragraphs, copied from tlie Cumberland 
packet, of the 28th April, 1778, give but a faint idea of the 
frightful impressions that Capt. Jones had made upon the 
minds of the British and Irish public. 

LONDON. 

From the Cumberland Packet of Jlpril 1778. 

" Whitehavtn^ April ^8th» — Last Thursday, in conse- 
quence of the alarm occasioned by the Ranger privateer, 
Lieut. Hollingsworth, at the request of the merchants, took 
the command of the Hussar, James Gurley, master, (a crui- 
zer under the inspection of Charles Lutwidge Esq.) with an 
intent to dodge the privateer. She sailed about 10 o'clock 
in the morning, tvfo hours after which she got sight of the 
privateer, which was then steering to the north-westward, 
under an easy sail, the wind about N. N. E. and moderate 
weather. They chased her till they came within two or 
three miles, spoke a boat and sent her express to Kirkcud- 
bright, to alarm the coast. About 4 o'clock the ship 
brought to, being then about a league from Borough-Head. 
She several times altered her position, going off and hauling 
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her ind occftMonatly, which the Hussar observing, acted in 
the same manner, being then two or three miles from her, 
until about seyeo, when the privateer made all the sail she 
ooaM lalbe W. S. W. At liblf pait aim the cnuser lost 
dgjbt of lier, tlieD tacked and itood for WfaatefaaveD, not 
Imowing, (it being niglit) bat she might have itood for tlus 
pfece, in order to do more damage. 

At day light, perceiving she had not come here, diey 
stood towards Kirkcudbright, hoisted out the boat, and sent 
her on shore to inquire if any account had been received of 
her there* The tM>at returned with intelligence of the 
sirales having landed aboat deven in the forenoon, on St. 
Maty's Isle, and plundered the house of Lord Selkirk, of 
plate, &c. to the amount of 650/. 

Friday night the Hussar returned, after looking into 
Wigton Bay, fully satisfied that the privateer had steered up 
the South Channel, and consequently quitted these coasts. 

At the request of the Committee, the Hussar, Capt. Gurly, 
saUed from hence on Sunday night for Belfast, to in^ire 
into the report of the taking of his Majesty^ sloop the 
Drake, after which, and getting what intelligence he can of 
the Ranger privateer, (or any other en6my in the channel) 
lie is to return and report the same. And at the refpiest of 
the Committee, Capt. Perry, and Capt. Sharpe are also on 
board the Hussar in this necessary expedition. 

David Freeman, who may in some respects be consider- 
ed as the saviour of this town, says, that the captain oi 
the Ranger declared that the destruction of Whitehaven 
was his first object ; seizing the person of Lord Selkirk was 
the next thing he wished, alter which he would sail for 
Brest, and on his passage sink, hum and destroy whatever 
fell in bis way belonging to Great Britain. 

Other alarming intelligence arrived here on Sunday 
mofning, brought by the Mary Ann, Capt Robinson, from 
Belfast. lie arrived about nine, and reported on oath, that 
on Saturday afternoon, he spoke a boat in the Lough of 
Belfast, belonging to the Draper brig of that place, who 
informed him that the Drake sloop of war was taken on 
Friday aflernoou, and carried away to the northward.— 
Soon after he spofee four fishing boats, who all gave Ae 
same disagreeable information, having seen Hie enmement 
between her and fluee privateers, two rigged as mips, and 
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the oilier a brig. The cngagemeDt lasted near two hours. 
Capt. Robinson further says, that soon after he got clear of 
the Lough, he saw the above ships to the northward of him, 
their courses hauled up, and the top-sails on the cap ; but at 
too great a distance for him to ascertain their force. 

A vessel from thp Isle of Man (arrived yesterday) brings 
an account of the Drake having two companies of soldiers 
- on board ; that she was taken by a privateer (supposed to 
be the Ranger :) she made a stout resistance, and in the en- 
gagement lost her bowsprit and fore-top-mast. 

The account of the Drake being taken was also brought 
express from the shore to Belfast, at twelve o'clock on 
Friday night. The Drake sailed from Belfast on Friday 
morning full of men. 

Four companies of the militia arc now here. 

The guns at the forts are all cleaned and put into order; 
some are also planted on the norlli wall, and the present 
measures, it is hoped, will be persevered in till the fortifica- 
tions are thoroughly completed. A committee of gentlemen 
is appointed, and a subscription opened, for defraying what- 
ever expenses may be incurred in the defence of the town. 

Sunday last, a company of gentlemen volunteers were 
forme'd for the protection of the town, exclusive of the ten 
companies of seamen, &;c. 

The Olive-Branch which arrived her on Sunday last, 
brings an account of a largQ man-of-war being in the chan- 
nel, and standing this way. 

Saturday last, about twelve at night, a boat full of men 
attempted to land at Workington. Same time a cutter 
^ stood in between the perches : but being hailed by the peo- 
ple on guard, who thneatened to fire on them, they sheer- 
ed oflf." 

The following anecdote pertinent to the occasion, and 
illustrating the influence of the terrors inspired by the visit 
of Jones to the coast of Cumberland, is copied from the 
work of Mr. Henderson, who, having explored the whole of 
Scotland, England, and Wales, was perfectly acquainted 
with that part of the country, which was the scene of Capt. 
Jones's exploits in 1778. On a reference to Jones's account 
of his cruize in the Ranger, in a preceding page, it will be 
seen that the wind did change at the time of the clergy man's 
pxtraordinary prayer to the Divinity, which must have con- 
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tlriued his parishioiK i s in the belief Uiat Uieir parson wts a 
jttrtictilar lavorke pi iieav4$n« 

About the time that Jones vbited Whiteharen, he went 
round to the Firth of Forth, and made his appearance off 
the harbour of Kirkaidy, a noted small town on the borders 
of Fifeshire (called by the Scotch * Lang toun Kirkaldy^ 
owiog to its length.) No other eneni} . however forniidabU\ 
cojiid have created in the minds of the inhabitants, such 
cenitttniation and alarm as that wbicb then apuroached* 
Paul Jones was the dread of all, old and young, (and pam- 
phlets of his depredations n ere as cosomonm every house as 
almanacs.) He was looked upon a£ a sea-monster, that 
swallowed up all that came in liis power. The people all 
flocked to the shore to watch his movi mcnts, cxpectin«i tho 
worst consequences. There was iui old Preab} lerian uunis- 
ter in the place, a seiy pious and good old nun, hut of a 
most singular and eccentric turn, especially in addressing 
the Deity, to whom he would speak with as much familia- 
rity as he would to an old firmer, and seemingly without reJ 
spcct, as will appear iVom the following. H«* was soon si cn 
making his way through the people with an old black oak 
arm-chair, which he l.ugged down to low walei mark, (iJic 
tide flowing) and aat down in iU Ahnost out of hreath, and 
rather in a passion, he then b^gan to address the Dei^, in 
the. following singular way : — 

Now deedLo^, dmna yc think its a shame for yc to send 
this vile pirett to mh our folk o' Kirkaldy ; for yc /.f/i 
they're of puir enoui;:h already, and hae juk thing to ^paire. 
They are a' gailyguidy and it wad be a jpectu to serve them 
in 9tc in a wa* The wa the wun hlapos, h^ll be hei:^ in a 
jiffie, and wha kens what be may do. He's none too guu? 
for any thing* MnckU?9 tfae mischief he has dunt already. 
Ony pecket gear they hae gathered thegither he will gnnp^ 
wP the heal oV ; may burn ffieir hooses, tak their vary clary, 
4nd tirl them to the sark ; and waes me ! wha kens but the 
hlwdif villain might tak their lives. The puir icecmen crc 
maitt freightened out their wuts^ and the bairns skirling 
ate them. Icamw? thoUt! leatma^ ikoUt! I hae been 
iang a failtl^ servant to v«. Laird ; but gm yt dmna turn 
the VMi about, and blow tne scoondrel out of our gate^ Til 
fUE itm" a ft, but will jitist sit here, until the tide comes and 
^roiml me. Sae tak ytrc mull 



When Captain JoDes left the United States for France he 
imderBtood that he was destioed eventaillT to take coia- 
mand of a fir^^te of the first class, which had beea biiilt 
for the United States in Holland. In this he was disappoint- 
ed ; and was for some time Itept in a dtuation of inactivity 
and suspense, ill suited to his genius and disposition. Hn 
had been sent for to Paris, and had su^ested a number of 
enterprises to the French ministry, but they were slow in 
their determinations, and Jones, for a time, considered him- 
self neglected, and, in some degree, badly treated. His 
drafts on the American Comnrissioners, also, had been pT0> 
tested,* and he felt chagrined at the apparent indiflerence 
shown to his claims to employment, which was aggravated 
by an opinion which he entertained that he was r^arded at 
Brest as an officer in disgrace. But Captain Jones was not 
a man to yield to adverse circumstances. He combated 
every difficulty, repeated and reiterated his applications to 
the minister of the French marine, wrote to Dr. Franklin, 
remonstrated with Mr. Arthur Lee, addressed himself to lit- 
floential persons about the French coart, and actuallj wrote 
a spirited letter to the King of France, Louis XVI., 
which donhtlesshad ttseflect* His feelings and thoughts 
under the various embarrassments which he endured, his 
views and reflections, from the period of his arrival at Brest 
after the capture of the Drake, whilst at Paris, and on his 
return to Brest from that capital until his appointment to the 
command of the Bonliomme Richard, and his return from 
the cnuze which ended in the capture of die British frigaie 
Serapis, are so well expressed in the suhjomed letters and 
documents, that no apologr is requisite tor their insertion* 
No writer can so well portray the incidents of any trans- 
action as an intelligent individual who is personally con- 
cerned in it, who originates it, and under whose control it 
is consummated. Captain Jones was particularly attentive 
in committing to paper every public event of his life, was 
remarkably clear in his explanations, and extremely precise 
in commnnicatmg his sentiments to those with ^om ne cor- 
responded: 

* The commissioners explained to Commodore Jonas that they had nei- 
ther authority n«r funds to make the advances of money which he required. 
They, however, did all in their power, and even exceeded their instructions 
in mirtiiig him. 
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Hanger J Brest, March ^Ist, 177a. 
M. 0B Saetivb, Ifiaiiter, and Secretary of } 
State for the Marine Department, j 
HoNoasD Sir, 

As I have not the honor of being known to you, I hope 
you will pardon the liberty I take of enclosing the copy of a 
letter from the secret committee of Congress to the Ameri- 
can commissioners in Europe. I must, however, acknow- 
ledge that the generous praise which is therein bestowed on 
ae l»j Congress, far etceeds tiie merit of mj servicea* 

My reason for laying Uus letter before too b because I 
am destined by Congress to command a nigate of a very 
large construction lately built at Amsterdam, — and as politi- 
cal reasons made it necessary for that frigate to become 
French property, I am now induced to hope tliat on her ar- 
rival in France, she will again become the property oi 
America, and of oonrse be put under mj command. 

The widun eitnct of a letter dated 10th Feb. last, to 
the American commissioners, will 1 hope prove to you the 
real satisfaction with which I have anticipated the happy al- 
liance between France and America. — I am, Sir, convinced 
that the capture of Lord Howe^s light ships and frigates in 
America and the destruction of the enemy's fishery at New- 
foundland, which might be easily effected this aommer, 
would efiectually destroy tiie sinews of their marine, for thcry 
iraaldalierwurdbe unable to man their fleet: — and as to their 
aimj in America that must fall of course. 

I should be ungrateful did I forget to acknowledge the po- 
lite attentions and favors which I have received from Comptc 
d'Orvilhers, M. De la Porse, M. la Motte Picquet, and every 
officer in Ada vbee. 

Tht Adflunl Count dHMIlien has, I doubt not, commu- 
nicated to you a project of mine. I am, Sir, ambitioua of 
beiu^ employed in active and enterprising services — but my 
ship 18 of too small a force, and does not sail so fast as f 
could wish. If 1 am successful, I will return to France, 
and hope for your countenance and protection. 

I have addrcssedyou, Sir, with the same freedom whichhas 
etev mailBed wf correspondence with Congress^The inter- 
esfa of Frmee and America are the same ; and, as I hope to 
see the common enemy humbled, 1 shall be happy if I can fur- 
iiisb any hint whereby that event can beeflected, meantime, 
I have the honor to be, 

with profound respect, kc. 



C'3 

Brest, June I si, ITTi;. 
His Excellency, Benjamin Franklin. 

Honored, and Dear Sir, 
Accept my grateful thanks for your ntuch esteemed favc 
of 27th ult. Such a mark of your good opinion, and apprc 
bation really affords me the most heartfelt satisfaction, 
shall always be my ambition to do my duty as far as m 
judgment and small abilities enable mc ; — but you will sc 
by the within papers, that my roses are not without thorns 
and, perhaps, it will seem romance that I have succeedec 
which I am sure I should not have done, had 1 not been m 
own counsellor. 

Nothing would give me more pleasure than to render ej 
sential services to America, in any measure which you ma 
find expedient. Should I be able to lead my present cre^ 
it can be done only by the seldom faihng bait for sordi 
minds, great views of interest. 

If in bringing about tlie plan you propose, I may take tli 
liberty lo assure them of the protection of the French fla^ 
in the channel, against enemies of superior force, witli Ih 
free hberty to attack, and take under that sanction, such c 
the enemy's ships of war, or merchantmen as may be m€ 
with of equal or inferior force, perhaps I may succeed an 
gain them over by that means, nor will it be necessary to ie. 
them our real object. 

If I am not at liberty to give them such assurances, an. 
their homc-sichuss should continue, I could wish tliat sua 
officers as may appear dangerously ill, might have liberty t 
lay down their commissions and warrants, — and that other 
may be given to men of stronger nerves, who would be to. 
proud to think themselves servants by the year. I believ. 
many such may be found among American subjects u 
France. 

If it should be consistent to order the Boslon frigate her. 
from Bourdeaux, perhaps such exchanges might be made 
as would be for the interest and harmony of the service ; am 
we mii(ht perhaps be able to assemble a suflicient number o 
officers to form a court. 

The Due de Chartres has shown me sundry attentions 
and expressed his inclination to facilitate my obtaining the 
ship built at Amsterdam. I believe I could easily obtair 
letters to the same effect, from the principal people here 
but shall take no step without vour approbation. If Ihf 
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pnsoners should be exchanged in Europe, 1 believe it would 
be possible to Dian that ship with Americans, i could have 
manned two such with French volunteers since 1 arrived. 

The Rangir eiuk, mk slow, atid »6f a tnfiine Unte, 
Mo&k id the enemy's cniizert aie more than a match, yet I 
maan not to complain. — I demand nothing; and ahhongh I 
know that it was (he intention of Congrcs«? to ^ivc me that 
ahip, 1 am now ready to go wherever the service calls me. 

ll' iwo or three la>t sailing ships could be collected, there 
is a great choice oi private entcrpribcs, ^omc oi which mi|^t 
tncSeeed, and add more to the interest and honor of Amenca, 
Ulan cruizing with twice the force. It appears to me to he 
the province of our infant navy to BurpriBO, and spread 
alarms with fast sailing ships. — When wc t'row stronger, we 
can meet their fleets, and dispute with tlu m the sovereignty 
of the ocean. These are my private sentiments, and are 
therefore submitted with the utmost diffidence to your supe- 
rior understandii^. 

i faaTe the honor to he, kc. 

Extract of a Ulter from Com. John Paul Jones to the Jlmcri- 
eon ammitsionert at the Court of Fratice, daUd Bnttf 
JmtSd, 1778. 

hope you do not mean to impute to me a desire to re- 
ceive presents of the public money, or even to touch a doUar 
of it lor my own private use ; — on the contrarjTf I need not 
now assert, that 1 stepped forth at the b^gmnmg, from no- 
bler motives. 

My accounts, before I left America, testify that I am more 
than 15Q0/. iu advauce for the public service, exclusive 
of any concern with the sloop of war Ranger ; and as ibr 
waees, I -have never received any. 

The Roles whereby Congress have been pleased to com- 
mand me to retnilate my conduct in the navy, authorize mc 
to issue my warrant to the agent, and 1 humbly con- 
ceive that it is his province to furnish me with an estimate 
of the amount of expenses. A space of sixteen mouths is 
now elapsed, since Congress thought of me, and placed under 

a command teven times my present force, waving me at 
Mierty, how, and where to apply it.— And if 1 am not 
Bssr CBpabie of slipporting the internal government of a sin- 
gle sloop of war. I wish that some person more deserving 
had my place, and J in America to answer for my miscon- 
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ducu 1 have ^ well coofideved,'' and jet abidl pennstia 
jwtifying the Btept whidi 1 have takeft, and to wnkb jfou 
allade. 

1 am happy in having it in my power to furnish you with 
the enclosed resolution of Congress, rcsjiecting the capture 
of the enemy's ships of war, agreeabl) to )'our desire, and 
if you are in possession of any resolution of Congress, which 
will authorise me to * * * * send to America, 1 should be 
obliged to you ibr a copy of it." 

Passy^Junc Bth, 1778. 

Plan for expeditions sxibmitted bu Coni. Jones to the American 
Plenipotentiaries, and to the French minister of Marine. 

As the first proposed will be impeded for some time, in 
the interval a great variety of projects present themselves, 
some of which might prpve or great utility to France and 
America by distressing the common enemy at a small 

expense. 

Three very fast sailing frigates, with one or two tenders, 
might enter the Irish channel and burn at Whitehaven from 
two to three hundred ships, besides the town, which contains 
50,000 inhabitants ; this would render it difficult, if itot ioH 
possible to supply Ireland with coal the ensoing winter* 

The same force would be sufficient to lake the bank of 
Ayr in Scotland, and to destroy the town or perhaps, dm 
whole shipping in the Clyde, with the towns and stores of 
Greenock and Port-Glasgow, provided no alarm was tirst 
given at other places. The fishery at Cambletown is an 
object worthy attention, and in some of the ports of Ireland 
sldps may perhaps be found worth from 160,000 to 300,000/, 
sterling each. 

Itmiglit, perhaps, be equally expedient to alarm Britain 
on the cast side, which might be efTected with equal and per- 
haps inferior force, by destroying the coal shipping of New- 
castle &c. which would occasion the utmost distress for 
fuel in London : and there are many towns of consequence 
on the eafttand north coasts of England and Scotland which 
are defenceless, and might be eitfior bamt or laid under ceo* 
tribution. 

The snocesaof either of these, or the hke enterprises, will 
depend on surprising well, and on despatch both in the at- 
tack and in the retreat, therefort? it is necessary the ships 
should sail fast, and that their force should be su^cient to 



f 



71 

repel anj of the emmyh cruizing frigates, two of which may 
psdbaps be net at a time. 

ft w seaieehc coaceirable bow gnmi a ptaic the success 
in anj one or these projects, would occasioiiiiB fioglaad. 

Tt would contince the world that their coasts are vulnerable, 
and would^ consequently, hurt their public credit. 

If alarming the coast of Britain should be thought inex- 
pedient, to intercept the enemy's West-India, or Ballicdeeta, 
— or tfadrHadaenBay ships,— or to'destie^ their Greenlaiid 
finhery are capital objects, which promise saceesi if well 
adopted, and any one of them might be finished before the 
fint can teke pliiee." 

PassT/, Jultf , 1 778. 

M< Da Sabtihs* 

My Loan, 

I should be ungrateful, did I not return my thanks for your 
kind and generous intentions in my favor. My greatest am- 
bition would be to merit your future approbation, by my 
services against the common enemy of France and America. 
Had your first plan taken efiect, tie most pleasing prospect 
of success would hare been before me* But that now seems 
a distant object. 

1 have no doubt but that many projects, which would pro- 
mise success, might be formed from the hints I had the ho- 
nor of sending, lately, for your inspection. Had I been en- 
trusted with the chief command, 1 would have been respon- 
sible for the consequences. 

I am bonnd, In honor, to communicate fiiithfiilly to Con- 
gress theeenerouB offer which the king now makes, of lend* 
ng the Epervier in the mean time, to be employed under 
my command, and under the flag of the United States of 
America. I would thankfully have accepted this otfer, the 
moment it was communicated to me, had no difficiihie? oc - 
curred on account of the situation of the American fund:;. 
I hare now under my command a ship bound to America* 
On my arrival ttiere, from the (bnner confidence of Con- 
gress, I hav e reason to expect an immediate femoral into 
one of their best ships. I have reason, also, to expect the 
chief command of tlie first squadron destined for an expe- 
dition. 1 have in my possession several similar appomt- 
ments ; and when Congress sees fit to appoint admirals. I 
have assurances that my name will not be forgot. 
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.TiMMe are tiatteriiig prospects to a maii wiio lias drawu 
his sword oaljr from motiTes of phUamthiopj, and in support 
«f ihe digiMty #f hmmut satiiie. But at i orafer « aolia, to 
a shioiiig veputatioo— a usefoly to a splenmd cocnBiand— -I 
liold B^eir ready, wttii the appfobatba <f <h> iuiefkan 
commissioners at Paris, to be governed by you in riiiji lin 
sure8 that majr tend, to distresa and humhie the •cMtton 
enemy. 

J have the honor to be, &c. 

Z?rc«e, Augutt 2Ukf 1778. . 

His Highness the Prince Db NAsaAO* 

IVIy Privce, 

The honor which you propose to do me, by accompany- 
ing me on the ocean, ^Us my heart with the warmest senti- 
meats of ^titude. 

When yoer intentlonfl wtate GotDmiinic«ted.to me, I hnd 
under my command a ship bound in cocofpanj with twofbie 
fricates for America, where there are noi^ two new s^ps of 
( iglity ?uns each, and eight frigates of fortj gnn8each,neariy « 

ready for sea. 

On my arrival there, from the former confidence of Con- 
gress, I had assurance of an immediate removal into one ot 
meir best Bhips, end to have been appointed to coounuid 
the fint tcpiiflron which they thought fit to destine for ai^ 
pri?ate expedition. Before 1 came to Europe, Congmi 
honored me with several such appointments, and I had as- 
surance, that when adminiis were appointed, mj name woold 
be remembered. 

These, my Prince, were flattering prospects to a man who 
drew his sword only from principles of phiIant|iropy, and in 
support of the dignity of hnman nature ; — and these are the 
prospects I have volantarilj laid aside, that I may panne 
glory in your company. ♦ 

Suffer me not, therefore, I beseech you, to continue longer 
in this shameful inactivity : such dishonor is worse to me 
than a thousand deaths. I have already lost the golden sea- 
son, the summer, which, in war, is of more value than all 
thetestof the vear« I appear here as a person cast olT and 
useless ; and when any one asks me what I purpose to do ? 
I am unable to answer* 
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Had this been niy tirst or second disappoiutment, I should 
have said nothing concerning it. After various other ob- 
jects had misgiven before I left Passy, which M. de Sar- 
tine had thought of, to keep me employed, nntil the scheme 
wfcefliii foo Were conocgnMM could take place, Imis ordered 
doim hi^e at ad abort a notice, tlidt i had not thne, beibre 
my departure, to take leave of yoa ; jet, on iliy arrival here, 
I found that what had been proposed for me, was bestowed 
on others. 1 then offered to follow Count DX)rvilIiers as a 
volunteer, agreeably to his kind invitation ; but M. de la 
Preva)4je will not permit this, it not being mentioned in his 
oideia* 

I have, my Prince, been unaccoatomed to aak anj firton, 

even from Congress, for I am not in pursuit of interest 
yet, let me beseech you to represent my situation to the best 
of kings, that I may, with you, be forthwith enabled to pur- 
sue glory, and humble the common enemy of humanity. 

Jf the ship that was at first proposed, cannot with cer* 
tain^ be got ready for sea next month, iroi, my PHnoe, can 
obtain another, with the Epefvier and the Alert, tendert* 
There is a fine frigate at L^Orieot, built On the same con- 
struction with the ship at first proposed, and mounted with 
eighteen-pounders. This ship has been at India, is known 
to sail fast, and may, perhaps, be obtained, till it is seen 
whether the other can be got out. 

If this ship is refined, tfaisre are many other fine fri^tes 
newly b<ult at St* Maloes, and other places, to which I hear 
of no commanders being appointed. I have the greatest 
dependance on the generous intentions of that great mttiis- 
ter, M. de Sartine, but 1 cannot every day intrude on him 
with letters, and, in the multipUcity and importance of his 
ai&urs^ my concerns may escape his memory. 

I wish for the honor of a letter from your own hand ^ 
(hough I cannot write in French, yet J understand h^ttem 
whicD are written in that language ; and I have with me 
now a lieutenant that speaks it welL 
My Prince, yours, kc, 

Brest, A^gu»t Mky 1779. 
His Excellency Benjahiv FaANatiN. 

Honored and DbaiH Sir, 
Had 1 indulged my inclination since my return, I should 
have already troubled you with sundry letters. I must not, 

K 
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however, abuse the iDdulgeot liberty which you gave me at 
parting, and I have, therefore, been more troublesome to 
br. Bancroft. 

I wish not to be tliought too impatient, but you know, my 
dear Sir, that this is the nice moment, when 1 ought to be 
either in search of marine knowledge, with Count D'Oivil- 
liers, or in search of honor, in attempting some private en- 
terprise. Before I was at liberty to go, the good old Count 
pressed me much to accompany him ; but since Dr. Ban- 
croft has informed me that it would be agreeable to the 
minister that I should, I have been precluded from follow- 
ing the fleet, as the present commandant has no orders for 
that purpose^ 

Thus circumstanced, without employment, and, in ap- 
pearance, cast off, 1 have written the within letter to the 
Prince de Nassau, which I leave open for your perusal. — 
Should you find the whole, or any part of it, improper, I beg 
of you to withhold it. 

After all my disappointments, I am yet persuaded that the 
court had, from the beginning, and still have, intentions in 
my favor, since you know the connexion was not of my 
seeking. 

1 am, with the highest sense of your friendship and good- 
ness, 

Honored and dear Sir, yours, ha 

Brest, August 26th, ms. 
His Excellency Count D'Orvilliers, 
General and Commander in Chief 
of the Brest Fleet. 

Honored and Dear Sir, 
When you kindly proposed that I should accompany you 
on board the Brctagne, 1 had been ordered from Paris for 
a private expedition. I was, indeed, sorry that I could not 
then think myself at liberty to accept your very pohte and 
(riendly offer. 

Though I have not, to this moment, received a word from 
the minister since I returned here, yet I have understood, 
from a fncnd at Paris, that M. de Sartine at last agreed 
that I should embark with you. On receiving this informa- 
tion, 1 immediately appliea to M. de la Preval^ye for a pas- 
sage in the drst ship, to join the fleet; but he says he will 
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not permit my eaibarkation witbout orden Irom the minisr 
ler, or from you. 

This, my dear Sir, is the principal reason why I now 
trouble you. 1 was ambitious ot the honor of attending you 
on the mt campaign, where you acqoired to much elory ; 
iMit M. de Sartine would not ttien permit me to I must 
BOW) therefore, the favor of you, should jou send in anj 
▼eMel with letters, that you will give directions to M. de 
Preval^ye, to permit my embarkation to join you. I ar- 
dently wish to attend you with my eyes, even to the pinna- 
cle of fame, and to learn from so great and good a gencnil, 
bow I may hereaAer ascend the slippery precipice, beyond 
9iliieli tbe edifice ia erected. 

Bmi, September ISM, I77li. 

If. D« Saetin^* 

Honored Sih, 

When liis Excellency Dr. Tranklin t'lrsl mlbrmed nic tliat 
you had condescended to think me worthy your notice, I 
took such pleasure in redccting on the happy alliance be- 
tween France and America, that t waa really flattered, and 
entertained a grateful sense of the'honor wmch yoa propo- 
led for roe, as well as the iavor which the king proposed for 
America, by putting; so fine a ship of war as the indien undef 
my command, and under its flag, with unlimited orders. 

In obedience to your desire, | came to Versailles ; and 
was taught to believe, th^t nny intended ship was in deep 
water, ready for sea. But, when flie pnnee reamed, 
I teceiTed firom him the account, that the indien {fould not 
Ibe fsot afloat under three months. 

To employ this internal usefully, I otTered to accompany 
Compte O'Orvilliers, as a volunteer, which you thought tit 
to reject. 1 had, then, the satisfaction to tind, that you ap- 
proved, in general, of a variety of hints for Private enter- 
prises, which I had presented for your consideration, and 
was flattered with assurances from M . le Ra^ 4e Chaumont 
and Bodwain, tpiat three <|f the finest frigates m France, with 
two tenderSt and a number of troops, should be immediately 
pot under my command, and I should he at liberty to pur- 
sae such of my projects as I thought proper. But this fell 
to nothing, in the moment when 1 thought that the king's 
^i^atqre only was wanting. 
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Anotber inferior armament, from L'Orieni, was proposed, 
to be put under my command, which was by no means equal 
to the services that were expected from it; for speed and 
force, botli requisite, were wviiting. Happily for this 
abo fiiiled^ and 1 was saTcd fimn a dreadful prospect of niiii 
and diriioiior* 

I had so entire a reliance tbat you would require D^ti^ig 

of ipe iDCOnsistent with my rank and honor, that the moment 
you commanded, I came down witli such haste, that, although 
my curiosity led me to look at the armament at L'Orient, 
yet I was but tlirce days from Passy till I reached Brest. — 
Here, too, 1 drew a blank. But when 1 saw the Lively, it 
was no disappaintment, as that sliip» in sailing and equip- 
ment, is iar inferior to die Ranger* 

My only disappointment here, is being precluded embark* 
ing witii Compte D'Orviiliers, in pursuit of marine know- 
l^se. 

lam not a mere adventurer of fortune. Stimulated by 
reason and philantliropy, 1 laid aside the enjoyments of pri- 
vate life, and embarked under the flaij; of America when it 
was first displayed. In this line, my desire of fame is infi- 
nite ; and I must not so &r foiiget my own honor, and what 
1 owe to my friends and to America, as to remain inactiye. 
. "Mj rank knows no superior in the American marine. I 
haTe, long since, been appointed to command an expedition 
with five of its ships, and i can receive orders from no junior 
pr inferior officer whatever. 

I have been here in the moat tormenting susper^se, for 
more than a montli since my retuni, and agreeaUc to your 
doire, as mentioned to me by M. de Chaumont. 

Circiilar letters were sent the 8th of last month from flie 
Eop^ish Admiralty, because they expected me to pay another 
visit with four ships. Therefore, I trust, that if the Indien 
is not to be got out, you will not substitute a force unequal 
iU strength and sailing to the enemy's cruizing ships. 

I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French 
marine; but if I am still tlioiight worthy your attention, I 
shall hope lor a separate command, with liberal orders : — 
if, on the contrary, you hare no &rtlier occasion for my ser- 
vices, I have then only to ask the Alert, and a few seameuy 
with peroiis^n to return in that small vessel to America 
before winter*' 
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I am liappy lo hear that the frij^ates from St. Malo have 
been successful uear bhetlaod. Had Count D^Kstaign ar- 
Ttwed in the DeUwue a few days looiier,' he mi^t have 
inadA a most i^orioas and easy conquest. Many other mc- 
rianfiil projects may be adopted from hints which 1 had the 
hottOr to draw up, and if I can still furnish more, or execute 
any of those furnished, so as to distress and humble the 
common enemy, it will atlbrd me the truest satisfaction. 

I am ambitious to merit the honor of your friendship, and 
am fully persuaded that 1 address a noble minded roan, 
who will not be offended with the honest freedom which has 
always marked my correspondence. 

I have the honor to bo* with great respect, kc* 

Extract to His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, 

Dated Brest, September 14/A, 1778. 

HoKoazD km Dbak Sia, 
^ I yesterday took the resolution to write the enclosed ex- 
plicit letter to the minister. 1 should not have mentioned 
my rank, had it not been hinted that it wa? proposed to send 
me from St. Maloes under command of French lieutenants. 
The frigates were sent in consequence of a hint from me, 
and though I am neglected, 1 hope they have been very suc- 
cessfiU* 

It is in Vdm for the minister to pretend he has no ships 
to bestowy as I know to tiie coptraiy." 

Extract of a letter to the same, dated 

Brest, September IQth, 1778. 
I have seen the Fox mounting ^4 guns, (taken formerly 
by the Hancock and Adams,) and wonid accept of fliatsliip, 
attended by the Alert, unless something better is immeoi- 
ately bestowed. I shaU, with this command, expect nnli- 
inited orders." 

Extract of a tetter to the same, dated 

Bmf, JfvoBmbtr mhj 1778. 
Lieut. Amid has exercised with rae patience tor fiwr 

months in this place, withoat society or hospitality. 

Let tbem give n^e but powcr<:, and I will find a ship and 
men, without loss of time. I will undertake, if necessary, 
at the risk of my private property, that the seamen's wages 
shall be either paid from the public funds in America,, or 
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Hum tiie pari oi prizes usually claimed by the Amencaq 
govenuDent* 

Your nlence has hort me; thoa^ I am fenrible I ofive 
moch to your good offices and wishes. 

I have read and considered well all my past letten^aod 
find nothing that I wish 1 had omitted, or that 1 cODCOivse 
could have altered any person before my iiiend." 

Brest, September 21s/, 1778. 
His RoYul Highness le Due de Chartres. 
My Prince, 

I should be ungrateful ^id I not entertain tlie deepesl 
gense of the obfigation which you conferred on me, by your 
lettors to ttie Palais Royal and Versailles, in June last. 

I was at that time happy in being sent for privately to big 
Excellency Dr. Franklin, at the desire of M. de Sartinc, 
who proposed to bestow on me a \ery honorable command. 

I was flattered with the assurances that ihree frigates, two 
tenders, and a number of troops, should be immediately put 
onder my command, to pursue such projects as I thought 
proper. This plan failed. Another was proposed, whm 
the force was unequal to what was expected from the ier> 
vioe. Happily for me, this also failed. 

I was then ordered to the command of the Lively, to join 
some frigates on an expedition from St. Maloes. I arrived 
in Brest in three days from TasisY, and found the Lively had 
been men to anodier; but this disappointment pleased 
me, wfaea I foupd that die Lively was quite inferior to tiie 
Raoeer. 

I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French 
marine ; but we fight in a common cause, and it is the inte- 
rest of both to distress and humble an enemy who arrogates 
to himself the sovereignty of the ocean* I could have be^ 
serviceable, had my hands been at liberty in the summer. 

I would accept of the ' asa , rather than 

undei&o the mortification of returning to America unem- 
plOTeo, after having written to Congress that I am detained 
m Europe by the particular desire of the Court of France. 
If the minister has no farther occasion for my services, I 
have then only to ask permission to have the Alert, and 
to^ carry with me to America his good opinion, before the 



As, in my present mysterious situation here, i am conai- 
dered an officer in disgrace, I am persuaded I need make no 
iardier apology to a brave officer and a notUe minded prince, 
for the liberty I take. 

The hoB^ jour letteiB procured me at (lie Palais Rojil, 
will be ever remembered with gratitude. 

Ambitious to merit your friendship and favor, 
1 am, with great esteem and profound respect, Stc» 

Brett^ Oetobtr 19th, 1778. 
Hit Eicelleocy BBirjAMiir Frankliv, 

HOVORBD AND DcAR SlR, 

T hope you will fiud the within letter (to the king) entirely 
free from asperity or ill-nature. I have been, and am in 
the eyes of Brest and the French marine, considered as hav- 
ing incurred your displeasure, and being consequently in 
diwrece* 

The Commianoners' refiiMl of my bill, my joum^ lo 
Paris without any visible reason, the cabals and misrepre- 
sentations of Lieutenant Simpson, and my present inactivi- 
ty, are held to be so many circumstantial proofs : and my 
dishonor b now so firmly believed every where that it is 
in vain for me to assert the contrary ; such a situation de- 
stnm my peace of miiid, and is incompatible with my senii* 
biBfy, yet I am &r more aftcted by the indignity that Ims 
been shown through me to yooTMlf and to America, than 
on my own account. 

My heart cannot foi^ive the minister, till he makes whole 
my injured honor by a direct apology, and atonement for 
the past. 

My letter to the king cannot, I think, do harm, and im- 
lem TOO disapprove it, 1 beg that it may have course. The 
Duchess de Chartres will, I am persuaded, undertake to 
deliver it into the king's hands, and as you may not think 
fit at present to appear in the business, either the Due dc 
Rochefacault or your grand>on will oblige me by waiting 
OD her at the Palais Royal. The Due de Rochefacault aft 
be mderstands English well, and is acqoainted with the cir* 
camstances would oblige me mnch if he could be present 
when the letter is presented to the king. I do not wish to 
trouble the Due de Chartres about this aflfair, as that brave 
Prince lias undeservedly mot with vexations of his own. 
Let not your delicacy prevent my having the honor of 
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kBAfiog from you : — iar ao &r am 1 ttcm UamiBg you as 
the dMne of my anhappinesB, that I am entirely conviaeed 
that you had no other motive than my honor and promtioii 

as consistent with the public good. I am coDsequently, 
with the veneration and affection of a son who eidealiy 
wishes to render himself worthy your regard, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 

Bml, Ocl. 19, 1778. 

His Most Christian Majesty, Louis, ) 
King of France and I^avarre. > 
Sire, 

After my return to Brest in the American ship of war the 
Ranger, firom the Irish Channel, his excellency Dr. Franks 
Hn informed n^e by letter, dated June 1st, that M. de Siu*- 
tinc, having a good opinion of my conduct and iMvei^r, 

had determined, with your majesty's consent and appro- 
bation, to give me the command of the ship of War the 
Indien, which was built at Amsterdam for America, but 
afterward, for political reasons, made the property of 
Fkance. I was to act with unlimited orders nnder the 
commission and flag of America. And the Prince de Nat- 
saa proposed to accompany me on the oceanl 

I vras deeply penetrated witli a sense of the honor done 
me by this proposition, as well as of the favor which your 
majesty intended thereby to confer on America, and 1 
accepted the offer with the greater pleasure as the Con- 
grest had selit me to Europe in me Ranger, to com- 
mand the Indien, before the ownership of that vesiel WM 
chamed* 

The minister desired to see me at Versailles to settle fu- 
ture plans of operations, and I attended him for that pur- 
pose. I was told that the Indien was at the Texel, com- 
pletely armed and titted for sea : but the Prince de Nassau 
was sent express to Holland, and returned with a very 
different account; the ship was at Amsterdam, and coolt 
not be got afloat or armed before the September etjuinox. 

The American plenipotentiaries pr<^osed that 1 shoald 
return to America ; and as I have been appointed repeat- 
edly to the chief command of an American squadron to exe- 
cute secret enterprises, it was not doubted but that Con- 
gress would again show me a preference. M. de Sartine. 
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however, thought proper to prevent my depailure by wrii- 
nng to the plenipotentiaries (without my knowledge) re- 
qiiestii^ that I might be permitted to remaia in Kuropc, 
and Hmt tlie Ranger might be wnt back to America, ander 
aooiUier commuiaer, be haviog special temces iriuch he 
wiihed me to execute. Tbb request they readily granted, 
and I was flattered by the prospect of being enabled to tes- 
tify by my services, my gratitude to your majesty, as the 
hrst prince who has so generously acknowle<^ed our inde* 
pendence* ^ 

There was an interval of more than three months before 
the IndieD could be got afloat To employ that period ase^ 
fully, when jour majesty's fleet was ordered to nil from 
Brest, I proposed to nie muuster to embark in it as a volun- 
teer, in pursuit of marine knowledge. He objected to this, 
but at the same time approved of a variety of hints for pri- 
vate enterprises, which 1 had drawn up lor his consideration* 

Two gentlemen were appointed to settle with me Iha 
plans that were to be adopted — ^who gave me assmaiice 
that three of the best frigates in France, with two tenders, 
and a number of boats, should be immediately put under 
my command, and to pursue such of my own projects as 1 
thought proper; but this fell to nothing, when 1 believed 
that your majesty's signature onlv was wanting. 

Another armtiBeiiS comfoaed of cotten aad smifl ves- 
sels at L'Offieikt, was proposed to he put under my com- 
mand, to alarm the coasts of England, and check the Jersey 
privateers ; but happily for me this also failed, and I was 
saved from ruin and dishonor ; for, as 1 now f\nd, all the 
vessels sailed slow, and their united force was veiy in- 
signihcant. 

Thenmiister than tiio«i^ fit, that I shoaU 
tocommaiid €be Livdj, and join sonie flpigates on an ezp^^ 
tion from St. Malo to the North Sea. 1 returned in haate 
for that purpose, and found that the Lively had been be- 
stowed at Brest, before the minister had mentioned that 
ship to me at Versailles. This was, however, another for- 
tunate disappointment, as the Lively proves both in sailing 
and equipment, much inferior to the Ranger, but onfre 
wnnrinllj if it be tree, as I have since midentood, thatoe 
maister intended to give the chief cqMund of ezpe* 
dition to a lieutenant, which would have occasioned a very 
disagreeable misondeiitaadii« ; lor, as an oflicer of the hrst 
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rank in ttic American marine, who lias ever been honored with 
the favor and friendship of Congress, I can receive orders 
from no inferior officer whatever. plan wni ttie de- 
itraction of the En^idi Baltic fleet, of great conseqfiKaiee 
to the enemy's marine, and then only protected by a angle 
fr^te ! I would have held myself responsible for its foo- 
cess had I commanded the expedition. 

M. de Sartine afterward sent orders to Count D'Orvil- 
liers to receive me on board the fleet, agreeable to my 
former proposal, but the order did not arrive until after the 
departure « the fleet the last time from Brest, nor was f 
made aoqaainted with die cirenmstance before the fleet re« 
turned here. 

Thus have I been chained down to shameful inactivity, 
for nearly five months. I have lost the best season of tlie 
year, and such opportunities of serving my country, and 
acquiring honor, as 1 cannot a^in expect this war; and, 
to my iminite mortification, harmg no command, I am con- 
sidered efeiy where, an bflScer cast off, and in disgrace for 
secret reasons. 

I have written respectful letters to the minister, none of 
which has he condescended to answer. I have written to 
the Prince of Nassau with as little eOect, and I do not under- 
stand that any apolo^ has been made to the great and 
▼enerable Dr. Frankhn, whom the minister has made flie 
instrument of bringing me into such unmerited trouble. 

Haring written to Coneress to reserve no command for 
me in America, my sensibility is the more affected by this 
unworthy situation in the sight of your majesty^s fleet. I, 
however, make no remark on the treatment I have received. 

Although I wish not to become mv own panegyrist, I 
must beg your majesty's permission fo obsenre, that I am 
not an adventurer in search of fortune, of which, tfasnk 
God, I have a sufficiency. 

When the American banners were first displayed, I drew 
my sword in support of the violated dignity and rights of 
human nature ; and both honor and duty prompt me stead- 
fastly to continue the righteous pursuit, and to sacrifice to 
itijkot only my prirate enjoyments, but even life if oece^ 
sary. 1 must acknowledge that the flenerous praise ifbkh 
I have nceired from Congress and oAers, exceeds the merit 
f>f my past services, therefore I the more ardently wish for fti- 
Inre Opportunities of testifying my gratitude mjf activity* 
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As your majesty by espousing the cause oi" America, has 
become the protector of the rights of human nature," I 
4U11 persuided that joa will not disregard my situation, nor 
soflerme to remam any longer in thii inMpporliUe disgrace. 

I am, with perifect gntiftiide and prolbiiiid respect, 
Sire, 

Your Majesty's rerj obliged, very obedient, 

And very humble servant, 

J. P. JONK^ 

Bre$t^ Odoher IM, 1776. 
To Ifadame la Dochesse de CeAaTBss* 

Madam, 

The business which brought me from Brest to Paris last 
summer, when I had the pleasure of paying my respects to 
your royal highness, afibrded mea very (air prospect of being 
enabled immediately to pay a mach more successfol visit 
to the enemy's coast than that from wliicb I was then re* 
turned. I appeared at Versailles by the particular desi re of 
M . de Sartine, who in consequence oi the high opinion he 
professed to have of my conduct and bravery, voluntarily 
proposed, (as I understood with the consent and approbation 
of his majesty,) to bestow on me a very honorable command ; 
be bavin^ written a letter to their excellencies the Ameri- 
can plempotentiaries requesting as a ftvordiat I might* be 
permitted to rcmai n in Europe. Yet the minister has made 
no apology for all this, cither to myself, (who did not seek 
after the commission,) nor to his excellency Dr. Franklin, 
through whom it was accepted. 

I had the honor to furnish tlie minister with a number of 
plans, wbichbe approved, for secret expeditions, but tiie va* 
lions armaments wliicb have been proposed to be put vnder 
my command to pursue my own projects, every one of 
these armaments have fallen to nothing, some of them even 
at Uie moment when 1 was taught to believe that tlie king's 
signature alone was wanting. Thus have I been trifled with 
lor nearly hve months, the best season of the year, and such 
opporftiinities of serving my coontfy, and acqniriog boBors 
a I again expect in the coarse of the war,are lost I have 
written to Congress to reserve no command for me in Ame- 
rica, ^nd to my inexpressible mortification, having no com- 
mand here, 1 am considered every where as an officer in dis- 
grace* 1 am not an adventurer in search of fortune; 
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the conirarjr.I laid aside rny enjoyments of private life, and 
drew my sword at the commeuccmcDt of this war onljr in 
sapport of the dignity and violated rig^ of fanman nature ( 
aadT konored as I am wHli the faTor and fiiendsliip of Con* 
gf€8f, both honor and duly prompt me steadlastiy to perse- 
vere till theie rights are established, or lose my life in tlie 
righteous pursuit. But ns I see no prospect of being soon 
reUeved from this unworthy situation, I have written the en- 
closed letter to his majesty, which I must beseech your royal 
highness to present, — -you will thereby add a biu^ular obli- 
gation to what I already owe to your former conoetcending 
attention. IjBhonld be extremely liappy to racceed tturovi^ 
die inflaence of so amiable a princess, and sopoweriul an ad- 
Tocate whom f perfectly esteem and respect, heing tiuly and 
always in tiie artless sinceri^ of my heart, 
^ Madam, 

Yoar^oyal Highness's very obedient, 
and very humble servant, 

J. P. JoiTBS. 

* Brest, Novemhtr 1 3^ 1 778. 

The HoN.nRoBERT Morris, Philadelphia. 

Honored and Dear Sir, 
My fortune has been so chequered since I left Quibcroo 
Bay, that I could have sent you no general account of my 
sUnalioft UmI vonld not have given yon more pain than plea* 
' sQfB, and Iknow fliat yon have Texations enoog^ of yoor 
own. 

The within papers wiU show thatn^ roses have not been 
without a superabundance of thorns, and perhaps it will ap- 
pear romance thaM have succeeded under circumstances; 
which I am sure 1 should not have done, bad 1 not been my 
own counsellor. 

I have been here in tlie most disagreeable situation for 
fmmoalhi* It has been oiged that the mles of tiie service 
will net admit of giving me command of ships detached firom 
the royal marine i^bot the great obstacle is, that the French 
offeers (though they would gladly think me in disgrace) are 
stnng to the soul, and cannot look at me here, but with ri* 
Tal eyes, their cabals are so high and dangerous that the 
minister really cannot, and dare not do what he wishes. 
Ht hat, however, authorised M» dt Chaumoni, to purchase a 
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Mpio my liking, if to be found in any prifate dock or yard 
in Trance. 

WlMtttwicMkof flMmajl>e,Iknow not»MI hope it 
will aet me before tlM spring once more afloeL 
It has been to me a most unfortunate connexion, and has, 

I fear, created me some enemies through jealousy, and be- 
cause 1 am bound in honor, not to publish the particulars. 

I submit tlic whole to your discretion, with entire confi- 
dence as the guardian of my honor, to whom 1 owe the most 
snflniar obKi^onB. 

Ishall hanre the honor to write joa bj fiitare oppoftani- 
ties an accomit of what fortone attends me, meantime befiere 
wtn^ I am, with leai esteem and affection. 

Dear Sir, yours, ^« 

Brett, ^ooem&er 31ff, 1778* 
Hb Excellency Abthva Lbs. 

Sir, 

1 have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th 
current. It is my duty, and will ever afiford me pleasure, 
to give every satisfactory information in my power respect- 
ing any cifcnmstance that regards the pnbhc interest, and 
my conduct as an American omcerw In my letter of the 3d 
oi June, to the commissioners, I was very particular in ac- 
counting for the prizes I had taken. On my way from Ame- 
rica to Nantz, I took two brigs laden with fruit, from Malaga, 
' for London. The one of which you inquire, arrived at 
Nantz, and was sold very cheap by Messrs. Morris & Wil- 
BamS, the captors' moiety of wlucn was paid them in Fe- 
broaij, agreeable to your letter. This is all that came with- 
in my knowledge; but I liaTe understood, and believe, that 
the latter acted in that business by virtue of the authority 
which he received from the former, to whom I made appli- 
cation on my arrival. Should any farther account be neces- 
sary, I am alwayb ready to give it as far as it lays in my 
power. 

If Mr. Lee will for a moment recur to my letter to him, 
daited on board the Ranger» the 26th of February last, he 
will find no reason to chaise me with want of due respect. 
The hand-bill that was enclosed, by which I became ac- 
countable to those who entered to serve under my command 
Jor the regular payment of their wages, having been approved 
of by the Marine Committee* (as cer^fied to me under their 
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sccrcLari'h hand,) the public faith was thereby pledged to 
pat it in mj power, else I should have found other means to 
folfil that engagement. And this appears to have been Blr. 
Lee's opinion, when he wrote with his own hand a letter of 
credit in mj favor, at Paasy, the lOtb of Jannaiy last, now 
before me. 

The handful of men under my command had been led 
through many dangers of storms and enemies, and, though 
in want of clothing and money, were returned^with some cre- 
dit to Brest, vet when, on the I6th of May, I ventiired to sign 
my first draft on the public fiinds for tbeir relief^ asreeabie 
to my letter of advice, my signature was dishonored* 

Neither Dr« Franklin nor Mr. Adams were acquainted 
with my engagement to the crew ; but Mr. Lee, who had 
been better informed, concurred to dishonor my drafl, and 
left me with two hundred prisoners of war, a number of sick 
and woundi d, an almost naked crew, and a ship af^er a sc- 
vere engagement, in want of stores and provisions, from the 
9th of nay till the ISth of June, destitute of any public sup- 
port; yet I found means to cure my wounded, feed my peo* 
pie, to refit die ship, and guard my prisoners* 

The dishonor that had been done me was known through 
the French fleet and elsewhere ; yet, though I was the firf?t 
that had appeared at Brest and obtained from France the 
honors due the American flag, I made no pubhc complaints, 
and only expressed my concern by letter to the commission- 
en, at the disgraceful wound wmch the public credit had 
suffered throu^ me. And now I beg leave to ask Mr. Lcc, 
if 1 have deserved such treatment ? 

The wretched situation of the crew occasioned murmur- 
ing, which was artfully fomented by an oflicer in disgrace, 
who succeeded too well in persuading the people that 1 had 
deceived them, and that they should cast the whole blame 
upon me, as the hinderance to their receiving wages, prize- 
money, and bounties. In this agitation of their minds, he 
obtained firom them certificates, dec. to the commiisionen 
in his fkvor. 

These poor men were at last dragged away without do* 
thing, having only rec^ved al Brest eight or nine crowns 

each, as prize-money, the moment of their departure, and 
not b('iIl^ allowed time to lay out that trifle, and imprecating 
general curses on the public service, public agents, and aU 
concerned. 
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This is not the way to establisli a navy. Congress hjit 
made laws fi>r its internal goTernment, and appointed the 
oAeen aloiie as magistntes to pnt tfaem into eiecatioii.— 
The standing order of the Marine Committee has been to 
preaerve strict discipline in the fleet, and all applications of 
complaint, either a^inst individuals or numbers, they have 
rejected without answer. Jt not being, as they have told 
me, the province of the civil power to interfere in tlie inter- 
nal government of ships of war. And youmay now see, that 
Kttnimg to M« people of iht Rmtger, nuttad tf doing goody 
hat detirmfed iho shadow ^ tubordkuiiimu 

Mr. Amiel has told me, that yon itbjected to mj receiving 
copies of some papers that concern me, because you thought 
I had not made a respectful application. A copy of it is 
enclosed, which, though not in form of an humble petition, 
1 believe it will be difficult to construe into disrespect. True 
reqiect can never be extorted ; and I will say of myself, that 

^ The tribute of respect to greatneu due, 

** Not tiM bribed lyoopbut more freely paj?.** 

I shall only add, that the dishonor of my bill of exchange 
has not only served to corroborate the ungrateful misrepre- 
sentations of Lieut. Simpson, but also occasioned the inOii- 
•moai attachment of the Kaneer's prizes, for the proTiiiona 
previously furnished by M* Benoue. 

I thank you, Sir. for your polite attoitioOB while I wai at 
Paris last winter, which I received as a proof of yonr good 
opinion, and which 1 have not since forifeited by any mis- 
conduct. 

The apparent mystery of m^ |>re8ent situation cannot 
be impnted to me aa a wiH, or if it is, I am responsible to 
Omgress. I baye endeavoiued, in my narrow walk, to pnr^ 

flue a steady line of duty, wishing to ^fend none* 
I have the honor to be, 

With due respect. Sir, youn, &c. 

FerioOUt, Fehruar^ 4IA, 1779. 
John P. Jones, Esq. Commander of) 
the American Navy in Europe. ' > 

Sir, 

I announce to you, that, in consequence of the exposition 
which I have laid before the King, of the distinguished man- 
ner in which you have served the UnHed Stiies. encl of flir 
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oiitire coiilidence which your conduct has merited on the 
part of Congress, His Majesty has thought proper to place 
under your conuiiand tlie ship Duras, of Ibrty guns, at pre* 
tent at LHMent. I am about, in cooieqileiiGe, tp iisae the 
neeessaiy ortei for the complete anmnietit of the said ffaip* 
The commiasiOB which was ghren you at your departure 
from America, will authorise you to hoist the flag of the 
United States, and vou will likewise serve yourself with the 
powers which have been remitted to you, to form your 
equipage with American subjects \ but as you may t'uid too 
mucn difficulty in raiaiiig a aolBcieiit numliier, flie King per- 
mits you to levy ToltmtecfB until yon obtain a Mfficient 
number, exclusive of tfaose who are neceMaiy to naMaurie 
the ship. It shall be my care to procure you the necessary 
officers, and you may assure yourself that 1 shall contribute 
every thing in my power to promote the success of your 
enterprise. 

Ab soon as you are prepared for sea, you will set sail with- 
out waiting for any uttenor orders ; and you wiO determine 
yourself the couise you are to take, whether in the Euro- 
pean or American seas, observing always to roder me an 
exact account of each event that may take place during 
your cruize, as often as you may enter the ports under the 
dominion of the King. 

So flattering a mark of the confidence wi& wlsdi you 
are honored, cannot but encourage you to use all yonr Ml 
in the conunon cause, permaded, as 1 am, that you irill j«a* 
tify my opinion on every occasion. It only rests vnih me 
to recommend to you to shew to those prisoners who may 
fall into your hands, those sentiments of humanity which the 
King professes towards his enemies, and to take the greatest 
cure, not only of your mm ecpiipage, but also of all the 
ships which may be placed, under your wders. 
I have the honor to be, most perfectly. Sir, 
Your yery humble and veiy obedient servant, 

De Sartine. 

P. S. According to your desire, Sir, I consent that the 
Duras takes the name of the Bon Homme Richard. 

Passu, Feb, 6th, i779. 
M. de Sartine, Hioister of Marine, Venaiiles* 
My Lord, 

i have had ^e honor to receiveyour Excellency's letter 
dated the 1st, by the hands of BIr. uamier* I tske tfaeear^ 
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ilestopportmu^to oflbr you my uocm and grateful U^ank* 
for so singular and honorable a maik of jour confidence and 

approbation. 

it shall be my doty to represent io the strongest terms to 
Congress, the generous and voluntary resolution which their 
great ally, the protector of the rights of human nature, and 
the best of kings has taken to promote the honor of their 
flag, and 1 beseech you to assure hi& majesty that my heart 
b impressed with Ifae'deqiest sense of the obligation which 
1 owe his condescending &vor and good opinion, and which it 
shall be my highest ambition to merits by rendering o^eiy 
service in my power to the common cause ; I cannot ensofe 
success, but I will endeavor to deserve it, 

I beg leave to assure your excellency, that I will carefully 
observe your present as well as future instructioos, and duU; 
I will communicate to yon horn lime to time a lUtfifhl ac- 
coontof my proceedhira* 

I will avail myself of the autfaoQtywhkhyoo have given 
me to raise French volunteers to serve as marines, as Ifear 
there may not be easily found a sufficient number of Ameri- 
can seamen. 

It has always been my custom to treat my people and pri- 
soners with hospitality and kindness, and^ou may be assured 
Hut I shall ever take pleasure in promoting the happiness of 
every person under my command. 

Your ba^iog permitted me to alter the name* of the ship 
has given me a pleasing opportunify of paying a well merited 

* It is a fact not g^eittnlly known, that the late John Paul Jones, «t CIm 
time that be was attempting to fit out a small squadroa, during the late WBr« 
in one of the ports of Franco, to cruize on the coast of En<>;)and, was maeh 
delayed bj neglects and disappointments from the court, that had nearly 
frustrated his plans. Chance one day threw into his hands an old almanac, 
containing Poor Richarft Maxims, by Doctor Franklin. In that curious 
aawmbla^ of useful instruction a man is advised, if he wishes lo have 
nay business faithfully and expeditiously performed, to go on it himself : 
othenriae, to send." Jones was immediately ^truck, upon reading this n«z> 
inSi with the impropriety of his past conduct, in only semftng tottm and 
messages to court, when he ought to have gone in peraon. He instantly set 
cmt, and by dint of personal representations, procured the immediate equip- 
■lent of the squadron, which afterward spread terror timg the eastern 
coaut of England, and with which he so glorioaaly captured the Serapis and 
Countess of Scarborough, British ships of war, returning fi-om the Baltic, 
Id cratitude to Dr. Fnoklin** maxim. }ic nnmrd the principal ship ff hit 
agna^nwi after the name of t6e pretended alman»e>naker, k Btn AaaiMe 

M 
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coinpHment to a great and good man, to whom i am aifder 
obligations, and wlio honors mc witli his friendship. 

I am in the fullness and grateful atfectioD oi my hearty 
and with perfect esteem and respect, 

My Lord, 

Yoan, &c. 

* Paris,, Ipril 21th, m9. 

Captain John Paul Jones, Commander, 6lc, 

Your obliging letter, my dear Sir, is just comine into 
my hands, as 1 was myself going to write you by M* de 
Chaiiffiont, who is dejtermined to undeitske a Journey to 
POrient: — think you are extremely right in refusing such 
guns as would expose yourreputation, the lives of your men, 
and even the honor of your flag*. — it i<? not without con- 
cern, that 1 hear of cannon beiii^ promised to any other peo- 
ple but you, and 1 hope these dilticalties shall be raised by 
the ministry. 1 am just going to add some lines to M. de 
Cbaumont, that he might take proper orders (if any forgotten) 
idong with lum — the expedition 1 want to have soon done, 
because my speedy return about the middle of the summer, 
is somewhat useful to the common cause, and to the Ameri- 
can affairs ; 1 therefore hope every thing will be ready to- 
wards the 7th of the next month, — and 1 intend to arrive 
about that time : I am very happy to hear that the Monsieur 
will be with us, — we shall also get tlu' Alliance, but 1 think 
we must not if possible, put troous on board of her, because 
there would be disputes between the land officers, and captain 
Landais. Don't you think, my dear Sir, we might havQ 
them divided in this way : 

On board the Bon homme Richard ^0 dragoons, 

and 1 50 soldiers, • . • • 200 
On board the Monsieur, . . . ♦ 300 
Onboard the Pallas, the artillery, and . 150 

If you don't like it, you might have 150 men on board of 
the Aihauce, but 1 fear disputes. 

M. de Cbaumont will make the little arrangements for the 
table of the officers, &c. ; but 1 direct him to take your ideas, 
and I donH wish any thing but what will seem to you the 
beat calcoiated for the conunon good, and your own agree- 
ment. 

I will have with me a colonel, a major, three volunteering 
officers, and an engineer, two of the young officers may go 
with another ship, to avoid the crowd. 



Digitized by Coogle 



91 



Tbaof^ Ifais eoBfunand is not equal to my militaiy nnk, 
Ae love of the public cause made me very happjtotakeit ; 
and as this motive is the ooly one which condacts all my 

private and public actions, I am sure Til find in you the 
same zeal, and we shall do as much, and more than any 
others would perform in the same s^itualion. Be certain, 
my dear Sir, that I'll be happy to divide with you whatever 
mue of gloipr may expect us, and that my esteem andafiec- 
iion Ibr joa is truly felt, and wUl last for ever. 

I am, mj dear Sir, with a sincere regard, 
Yours, 

Lafayette. 

1 intend also to take Dr. Bancroft with us, but as I am 
obliged to leave many good ofllcers to whom I am indebted^ 
IM rather wish the Irish geotleman might not come, unless 
you have a veij particnlar afiectkm for him, In which case 1 
have no objection. 

VOrieni^Mat/ \st, 1779, 
His Excellency M. deSAETm, kc. 

My Lord, 

I have this day had the honor to receive from the hands of 
M. de Chaumont your excellency's letter of 27th ult. This 
unsolicited mark of his majesty's confidence and favor lays 
me under the deepest, and most lasting obligation ; the sense 
whereof, I shall fall^ retain to the last noiir of my life. 

If I have any abiUties they shall be exerted to the utmost 
in the employment of the force entrusted to toy command, 
and I hope my conduct will at least deserve success. 

I am persuaded that no misunderstandine; will arise be- 
tween the otlier* commander and myself, because we love 
and esteem each <^er, therefore it only remains, that I re- 
turn your eicellency sincere and grateful thanks for your 
polite and kind attention, beseeching you to assure the best 
of kings that I will faithfully communicate to Congress an 
account of the great honor done in France to the American 

f am, and shall always be, with sentiments ot grateful es- 
teem and respect, and the highest ambition to merit the con- 
tinuanceof yourfiiTor, 

My Lord, &c, 

J. P. JOHBS. 



^ Tba Marqait de Lafayette. 
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VOrimi, Mojf 1ft, 1779. 
Majbf Genenl 0B La Fatcttc. 

I hafe, my dear Manpns, thii day had the singular plea- 
sure of receiving your very esteemed letter by the hands of 
M. dc Chnumont : so flattering and affectionate a proof of 
your esteem and friendship, has made an impression on 
my mind that will attend me while I live. This 1 hope to 
profe by more tbaii woris. Where men of fine Ibmgi 
are conceined, there is seldom mnundentandiDg ; and I am 
sure I should do Tiolence to my sensibility if I were capa- 
ble of giving you a moment's pain by any part of my cob- 
duct. Therefore, without any apology, 1 shall expect you 
to point out my errors when we are together alone witli 
penect freedom, and I think I dare promise you your re- 
proof shall not be lost. 

< M« de Cbanmont is now endeayooring to settle malterB 
with respect to the cannon. I htm^ he will sneoeed, and if 
so, the Bon homme Richard may soon be got ready. I 
could say more with respect to the accommodation of the 
men. 1 hope no difficulty will arise, for she can carry 350, 
or 400, should there be occasion. 

1 have received from &e good Dr. Franklin instructious 
at larpe, which do honor to his liberal mind, and which it 
will give me the traest satisftction to execnte* 

I cannot mure snccess but will endeavour to deserve it. 

With sincere esteem, and affection of my heart, nd^irith 
the truest reg^ and respect, 1 am always, 

Yours, &c. 

DOrit^i^ Mag Uty 1779. 
His Excellency BanjAnur Feaskliii. 

fioNORED AND DSAR SiR, 

The letter 1 had the honor to receive from you to-day, 
together with your liberal and noble-minded mstructions* 
would make a coward brave. You have called up every 
sentiment of public virtue in m^ breast, and it shall be my 
- pride and ambition, in the strict pnimit of your insiiuc-* 
tiotts, to deserve sficcciss* 

Be assured that very few prospects could aflbrd me ao 
true a satisfaction as that of rendering some acceptable ser- 
vice to the common cause, and at the same time relieving 
from captivity, (by furnishing the means of exchange) our 
anfortunate fellow-subjects from the hands of tlie enemy. 
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it only remains for me to return your eicellenc^ my 
thanks for past instances of your friendM^ eipecialfy Uk the 
last of your particular confidence. 

I am, and shall be to the end qf my life, with the most 
affectionate esteem and respect, 

Honored and Dear Sir, Yoors* 

* 

* VOrUnt, Mag 13<A, m9. 

The Hon* John Adams, on boaid the AlEaBce. 

Sir, 

You will confer on me a singular obligation by favoring 
me with your opinion and advice, respecting the unhappy 
misunderstanding which, I am told, prevails on board the 
Alliance* I ask your adtksa because, thongli I am deter> 
onned to presenre order and discipline where I command, 
jet I wish to reprove witii moderation, and never to punish 
while there remains a good alternative. It appears that 
there is fault, at least in one of the parties, and I wish 
much to know where the fault lies, for without harmony 
and general good-v)fill among the officers, I cannot proceed 
with a good prospect 1 beseech you to Airor me with an 
^Mwer as soon as possible. When 1 have the honor of see- 
ing foa ashore, I will put into year bands a letter which I 
have received ; in the mean time, if you leqmvB it, I wfll 
promise to keep your answer a secret. 

1 have the honor to be, with sentiments of goeat respect. 
Sir, your very obliged, very obedient, 

Hamble servant. 

Patty J Ma^f 9<A, 1779. 

Hon. John Paul Jones. 
Dear Sir, 

I received yours of the 14th, and communicated to the 
Menpiit what reb^ to him. I send you enclosed two 
more commissions, wbicb I have found since yoor depar- 
ture. It is difficult to revoke commisBions once given, and 
there might be some inconvenience in French officers re- 
taining those commissions unrevoked, after the occasion of 
giving them is past ; 1 therefore, am of opinion, that the 
conclusion might be better thus, " to continue in force 
daring the expedition, or expeditions, intended under, the 
command of ttie bononble J* P. Jones, Esq*" Bf this 
means tiiey will contimie if yon dKNild Biake mm eifodi- 
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tions, and become void of themflehes when die force is 
dinolved, and the French ehipa are withdrawn from under 
joor command. 

I am sorry for, nnd asliamcd of the divisions on board the 
Alliance. I hope the^e commissions will enable you to 
campose them. I do not know enough of the navy law to 
judge of the propriety of your giving commissions to lien- 
tenants, and merefore can g^ve no opinion about it I sen4 
yovL all die warrants 1 have, will thejr not serve instead of 
coBunisBions, till such can be obtained? Mj best wishes 
attend you, beincever, 

, i)ear, Sir, 

Your faitliful friend, and most 
Obedient humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

Parif^ 39d; 1779. 

The Hon. Jonir Paul Joins. 
Dear Sn, 

I dare say you will be very sorry to hear that the king's 

disjiositions ronrcmingonr plan, have bc^en quite altered, and 
that instead of meeting you, I am now going to take the com- 
mand of the king's regiment at Jaints. What will be fur- 
ther determined about your squadron is yet uncertain, and 
the ministers are to consult it with Dr. Franklin. Political 
and military reasons have occasioned that alteration of 
dungs, and I am only to teU you, my good friend, how 
sorry I feel not to be a witness of your success, abilities, 
and glory. 1 hope every thing will be altered for the best, 
and the more calculated for the common advantage. Be 
convinced, Sir, that nothing could please me more than the 
pleasure of having again something of the kind to under- 
take with such an officer as Capt. Jones. That occasion I 
shall ever wish for, and I will, 1 hope, find before the cud of 
dus war. 

With the sincerest afiection and esteem, 

I am, dear Sir, yours, 

Lafatitte. 

F* S. Whatever part of the worid you will be in, I hope 
yon will let me ofUoi hear from you. 

I recognize tfab as a true copy. LirATBTTK. 
<% of muhmgton, Februaryt 1835. 
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Extracts of letters from the secret correspondence of his Ex' 
cellenc^ Bivjamih Frankliv, Ifinister Flenipotentiary of 
the United States to the coart of VersaiUea. 

Passy, May 26/A, 1779. 

To the COMMITTBB FOR FORKIQN ArPAlSS. 

Gkntubmbw, 

The Marqaiade la Fayette, who arrived here on the 1 1 tb 
of February, brought me yours of October 28th, and the 
new commisgion, credentials, aod instructions, the Congresa 
have honoured me with. 

I immediately acquainted the minister for foreign afiairs 
with my appointment^ and communicated to him, as usual, 
a copy of my credential letter, oo^which a day was named 
for my reception. The end of that part of the instructionBy 
which relates to Americaa seamen teken by the French in 
English ships, had already been obtained *, Capt. Jones hav- 
ing had for some time an order from court, directed to the 
keepers of the prisoners, requiring them to deliver to him 
such Americans as should be found in their hands, that they 
might be at liberty to serve under his command. Most of 
them Iiavc accordingly been delivered to him, if not all. 
The nunuler of marine having entertained a high opinion of 
Um from his conduct and bravery in talcing the Drake, was 
desirous of employing him in the comihand of a particular 
enterprise ; and, to that end, requested us to spare him, which 
wc did, and sent the Ranger home, under the command of his 
hcutenant. Various accidents have hitherto postponed his 
equipment, but he now has the command of a 50 gim ship, 
with some frigates, all under American commission and 
colours, fitted out at the king^s expense, and will sail it is 
said, about the Ist of June. The Marquis de la Favette 
was, with some land troops, to have gone with him; but I 
now understand the Marquis is not to go, the plan beinff a 
little cbanged.- The minister of marine requesting that toe 
Alliance might be added to Com. Jones's little squadron, 
and offering to pve a passage to Mr. Adams in the frigate 
with the new anibnssador, I thought it best to continue her 
a little longer in Europe, hoping she may, in the project- 
ed cruize, by her extraordinary swiftness, be a means of 
taking prisoners enough to redeem the rest of our countij- 
men now in the English goals. With this view, as well as 
to oblige Ihe minister, I ordered her to Join Capt. Jones, at 
L'Orient, and obey his orders, where she now is accordingly. 



KroDiM- Le Ray de Chaumoxt, dated 

V Orient, June IQlh, 111 d. 

M. de ChaumoDt presents his respecti to Mr* Jones, and 
inibffni lam Huii every thing is on board except the powder, 
f wlueh will reoiiire only two hours, when be nifty set sail 
with a favorable wind. 

M. de Cliaumont informs at the same time Mr. Jones, 
that he will have paper« to sign before his departure, for the 
sundry articles which the King hds furnished to his ship ; 
therefore, M. de C. earnestly entreats Mr. Jones not to 
iM|;lect it, considering the immense expenses which the ves- 
sels itt the port hwe occasioned to the King. 

If. de Cnaumont reminds Mr. Jones, that M. de Sartine 
has left to him and to M. Landais the choice of two excel- 
lent American pilots, to be embarked on board the King's 
fri^te La Sensible. 

M. de Chaumout thinks it his duty to remind Mr. Jones 
of a comnmnication he has wade to him against M« 4miel, 
his first lieate&ant, from whidi it appears that, in case Mr. 
Jones should be so unfortunate as to be killed in battle, it 
would be improper to leave the command of the King's 
ship to M. Amiel, who docs not seem to descne so much 
confidence, by his conduct when coniroanding the ship the 
Ranger. 

M . de Chaumont, in addition to the preceding observa* 
tions, sugpsts that Mr. Joneses crew* being for the ssost pa^ 
composed of Englishmen, which M. Amiel had recruited ns 
the prisons, cannot be kept in subjection but by the ooffM 

of French volunteers which is on hoard the Bon homn^ 
Richard, and that it would he desirable these volunteers 
should be commanded by officers of tlieir own nation, well 
skilled in the art of war, and provided with sufficient rc> 
conmendations to justify die /choice which will be made of 
tiiem* , 
H. de Chamnont has the honor. &c 

VOrlenlj /wic 14/A, .1779. 
Mr. JoNcs, Commander of the ) 
Bon homme Richard. > 
»» 

The situation 'of the officers who have accepted commis- 
sions from Congress to join the armament of the ship Bon 
homme Richard, which you command, may be in contra- 
4i€tion with the interesta of their own ships ; this induces 




* 

Digitized by Gopgl 



97 



me to request you to enter into an engagement witli mt, 
tiiat you snail not require from the said vessels any senricea 
bat such as will be conformable with the orders which those 
officers shall have, and that in no case you shall require any 
changes to be made in the fonnation of their crews, which, 
at wdD tiie TeMoli llieiiiiehros, at their trmamentiu iball be 
eating at the diwooCioii of the commandants of the saMI 
vessels, who shall he aanreraUe to those who hate armed 
them. I also beg you to agree, that all the prizes which 
shall be made, be addressed to such consignees as I shall 
point out, for the preservation of the interests of all the 
concerned. 

I have the honor, &c« 

Lc Rat ds Gbaukoiit* 

Passy, June 30lhf 1779, 
Itfr. Jones, Commander of the ) 
Ship Bon homme Richard, y 

1 hare the honor of widibg joo much saccess in yoor 
new cniize. Should you make any prizes, and take them 
to Bergen, in Norway, I hez you to send them to the French 
Consul, if there be one ; ii there be none, then to the prin- 
cipal French Azent, to account to me for the same. And 
such as you send to Ostend or Dunkirk, you will consign to 
Bf • Gayies, leiiior, merchant, at Dankhfc, who will accoent 
Ibff ftem to me; and you may rest assured, that tiie interesti 
of all those who onay have a shaie m aiich prim will he 
attended to in a proper manner. 

I haTe the honor, &c. 

Le Ray ob Chaumont. 

Pa$t^, June SM, 1779« 

Hbnoiilile Captain Johis. 
Dear Sir, 

Being arrived at Groaix, you are to make the best of your 
fnhr with the vessels under your command to the West of 
Ireland, and establish your cruize on the Orcades.'the Cape 
of Demeus, and the Dogger Bank, in order to take the ene- 
nqr^s property in those leai* 

The prises yon may make send to Omkirk, Ostend. or 
Bcapn^ hi Horwayv according to jonr pnndmi^ to eitfiec 



Qi' ilioiie poitd. Address them to the persons M. de Chaa- 
mont shall indicate to you. 

About the I5tli of August, when you will have sufficiently 
cruized in these seas, you are to make route for the Texel, 
^here you will meet my further orders. 

If by any personal accident you should be rendered una- 
ble to execute these instructions, the officer of your squad- 
ron next in rank is to endeavour to put them in execution. • 

With best wishes for your prosperity, I am ever, 
Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 
• B. Franklin. 

On board the Bon homme Richard, at cncAor, > 
Isle of Groaix, off V Orient, My Ut, 1779. \ 

Bis Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
Honored and Dear Sir, 

On the 1 9th ult., the American scmadron under my com- 
mand, consisting of the Bon homme Richard 42 guns, Alli- 
ance 36 guns, Pallas 30 guns, Cerf 18 guns, and the Ven- 
geance 12 guns, sailed from hence with a convoy of mer- 
chant ships and transports with troops, &c. bound to the dif- 
ferent ports and garrisons between this place and Bourdeaux. 

On the evening of the following day, I had the satisfaction 
to see the latter part of the convoy safe within the entrance 
of the river of Bourdeaux, the rest having been safely escort- 
ed into the entrance of Nantz, Rochefort, &c. But at the 
preceding midnight, while 1/ing-to off Isle of Vew, the Bon 
homme Richard and Alliance got foul of one another, and 
carried away the head and cut-water, sprit-sail yard, and jib- 
boom of the former, with the mizen-mast of the latter ; for- 
tunately, however, neither received damage in the hull. lu 
the evening of the 21st, I sent the Cerf to reconnoitre two 
sail, and Capt. Varage was so ardent in the pursuit, that he 
had lost sight of the squadron next morning; and I am now 
told, that he had a warm engagement with one of them a 
sloop of 14 guns, which he took, but was obliged to aban- 
don, on the approach of anotlier enemy of superior force. 
The action lasted an hour and a half; several men were 
killed and wounded on board the Cerf. That cutter is now 
fitting at L'Orient. 

On the 22d we had a rencontre with three ships of war. 
They were to windward, and bore down in a line abreast 
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ibr some time, but seeiog we trere prepared to rec^ve t}i^9 
f hef haiiled their wind, and hj carr} ing a preti of sdl gpt 
ctear, in spite of our utmoit endeiivours to bring them to 
action. On the 36th, we loft coropanj of the Alliance abd 
Pallas. I am unable to say where the blame lays. I gavo 
the ships a rendezvous off Femnark-rocks, but did not meet 
them there. 

I anchored here yesterday at noon, having bad a rencoa* 
•tre the ni^ before with two<if the enemy's ahips of wtar 
in the offing, in the sight of this island and of BeUe-Iste*— • 

Previous to this, I had given the Vengeance leave to make 
the best of her way to this road, so that the enemy foiinc! 
me alone in a place where 1 had no expectation of a hostile 
risit. They appeared at first earnest to engage, but their 
courage failed, and they iled witli precipitation, and to tnjf 
mofHficaltkn ma-taiUd tht Bon homme Richard and g<oi 
^mtm I hadi lioweTer, a flattering proof of the martial 
spirit of my crew, and 1 am confident, that had I been able 
to get between thf> two, which was my intention, ws sfaonid 
have beaten them both together. 

In the course of this short cruize I have endeavoured to 
jiieet the views of the King. I have traverMd the Golf d^ 
Glascogne over and ovei^i have faOen in with and cfanod 
various vessels. 

1 am ready to enter with cheerfulness upon any plan or 
service that is consonant with the common interest, and 
meets with your approbation ; and if I fail, it shall not be 
for want of attempting to succeed where an opportunity 
appears. 

I am, wifli sentiments of grateful esteem and afleeiion, 
Dear $r, yoors, 

P. S. Please give the above information to d^ SaTtilfe 
and M. de Cbaumont. 

HonoiaUe J. P. Joins. 

Dear Sir, 

I received your favors of the 2d and 4th in?t. I am sorry 
for the accidents that have obliged your little squadron to 
return and refit ; but hope all may be for the best. Some 
days since, Mr. Cbaumont handed to me the sobstanee of a 
letter in French, iduch contained heads of the instractions 



tliat It* de Sa«(iM wiihed nie to give you. t had tbeni 
• tranilated and put into the form of a letter to yoa^ vliich I 
signed and gave back to Mr. C, who I suppose has sent it 
to you. I have no other orders to give ; for, as the Court 
is at the chief expense, I think they have the best right to 
direct. I observe what you write about a change of the 
destination ; but when a tbtng has been once ccHumied and 
determined on in coondl, tner do not care to lenme the 
conslderetioD of it, having macn boainefls on hand» and dwie 
ig not now time to obtain a reconsideration. 

It has been hinted to mc, that the intention of ordering 
your cruize to finish at the Texel, is with a view of getting 
out that ship ; but this should be kept a secret. I can say 
nothing about Capt. Landais^ prise« I suppose the minis- 
ter has an account of it, bat I bare heard nottung fnm fahn 
about it. If be reclaims it on acconnt of his fitaport, we 
must then consider what is to be done. I approre of the 
careenage proposed for the Alliance, as a thing necessary. 
As she is said to be a rnmnrkable swifl sailer, I should hope 
you might by her means take some privateers and a number 
of prisoneiB, so ag to coffithmelhe oilel, and redeem all our 
poor connb^pien* 

My best wishes attend you, being erer, with gnat orteen. 

Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate (hend, and most obedient servant, 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. If it should fall in your way, remember that the 
Hudson's Bay ships are Yetf Tahiable. 

B. P. 

VOrient, July tiihf 1779. 
Extract to Dr. Franklin. 
i have inspected the Bon homme Richard, and it is tho 
constructor's opinion that the ship is too old to admit of the 
necessary alterations. Thus circumstanced I wish to have 
an opporfanity of attempting an essential senrice to render 
myself worthy a better and lastersailiiig 

^ * ^'Ontfn/,ya^ 26(4, 1779. 

His Excellency Benjamin F&anklut. 
. DniRSia^ 

I have reedved adviee that (he Jamaica tttt wiD m\ 
]mewaidB,eaoortodli7a50eoDdi^andtwo ttraoglin- 
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g^ies. Should we iaU in with that force, we will ccrtainK 
engage, and I hope overcome it. Wc shall probably be so 
.much cut up, as to be unable to prevent the escape of the 
GODTOj. Il the ship Monsieur could be added to my force, 
it ivwdd gpva w a supeiiofitv, aiMl perfaapi 
aad deifaroj Che Jaaaica fleet i mboiil: tliii idee, Imnt* 
«rer« to jovrraperier wiidiiiB. 

I have the lioiMw, kc^ 

Passif, July 1779,. 

Hon* Capt. Joins. 
Dbar Sir, 

T have just received yours of the 35th. I was yesterdaj 
with M. de Sartine, at VersailleB, who appeared uneasy at 
some accounts he had received of a mutinous disposition 
in your crew. He desired me to acquaint M. de Chau- 
mont that he wished to see him that' evening. This 
morning de Cfaanniont jeni me a note, of which I en- 
close a copy : I understand he goes down witii a view to 
provide you a better set of hands. You must have heard 
that 119 American prisoners are arrived in a cartel at 
Nantes : perhaps out of them you may pick some very 
good seamen. But if this affair should be likely to take 
time, the Alliance will have mj orders to make a cruise 
alone, agreeable to tbe Bunirters denie. Bat I hope tfie 
lepoiis of your crew are not fimnded, and that yoar joint 
cruise will still take place, and be successfiil. 
I have tbe honor to jbe, with aiocere esteem. 
Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient, and 
Most humble servant, 

BsNJAnia Fbavmliv* 

The Honorable John P. Joirss, commander in chief of the 
American ships of war now in Europe. 



You are hereby directed and required forthwith, to hold 
yourself in readiness to proceed in company with me to 
sea* Yooare toelKMrcaKfiilafttentioo to every signal that 
ihall be made on board here fisr yoar gOYemnenC ae well 
at to all fiitnre orden (liat yoa ma^ ran time to time re* 
ceive from me. To prevent separation or surprise, you are 
to endeavour always to keep in yoor station $ aad yoa arp 
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\iever to chase so as to lose company with the squadron* 
1 place great dependance on your zeal for the honor of the 
American flag, and the interests of our common cause, as well 
as your abilities and inclination to support me in my dutj; 
which I hope you will verj' soon have occasion to manifest, 
so as to afibrd me the supreme pleasure of rendering Jus- 
tice to your merit in the account which I shall faithfully 
transmit both to our great ally, his Most Christian Majesty, 
and to the Senate of America. Should you unfortunately 
be separated from the Bon homme Richard, you are to 
open the letter of rendezvous No. 1 , and to proceed to that 
place as soon as possible, but if the squadron has previously 
passed that place, you are to open the letter No. 2 : and 
* should you be taken, or in great danger of being taken, you 
are to burn, or otherwise eflectually destroy, the letters of 
rendezvous. For all which, this shall be your order. 
Given on board the American ship of war, the Bon homme 
Richard, at anchor in the road of Groaix, August 
10th, 1779. 

On board the Bon homme Richard, at anchor 
in the road of Groaix^ August 1 UA, 1 779. 

His Ex. Monsieur De Sartine. 
Mv Lord, 

The moment 1 returned from the late cruise to this 
road, 1 wrote the history of my proceedings to his excel- 
lency Dr. Franklin, and requested him to communicate the 
whole to you. I have also rendered to him an exact ac- 
count of every thing that has affected this ship, and every 
other vessel under my command, while at L'Orient; all 
which, I conclude, has been submitted to your inspection. 
I am now, however, sorry that I did not address letters to your 
Excellency on the same subject, especially as Dr. Franklin 
has lately acquainted me that you were uneasy at some ac- 
counts of a mutinous disposition in my crew. I did not at 
the beginning advise it as a prudent measure, to take on 
board so great a proportion of English seamen. But M. de 
Chaumont can inform you that he thought it expedient, and 
that it would be attended with no risque, after the embarita- 
tion of the troops under the orders of the Marquis de la 
Fayette. When that expedition was laid aside, and I was 
forbidden to enlist French seamen, I had no means to re- 
place the English, and they remained on board from nece»* 
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sity, not Irom choice. When they saw that \ had obBei-ved 
their mutinous disposition, and taken measures to prevent 
its bad consequeaces, 1 most, do them the justioe to say that 
they manifested a trae nuurtnl spirit, wboi, beang alone 
\his ship ofif Belle-lsle, in the evening of the 28th of June) 
I met mth, and chased two large firigates that were in com- 
pany, and durst not wait for our approach, but fled not- 
withstanding their great supeiiori^ both in force and. 
saiUng. 

I have the satisfaction to assure your excellency that this 
second jouniOT of M« de Chamnont was altogether nonecesp 
sair; as I had before his arriYal at LK>rient sent officeip 
to-llantes, to enlist Amerieans^ and had also enhsted as 
many of the strangers at were willing to embark at L' Ori- 
ent. My crew now in this ship consist^; of 380 oAiceray 
men, and boys, inclusive of 137 marine soldiers. 

I expect to sail this evening, or to-morrow morning, and 
I hc^ liie Moosieiir -wiH go in company. I have alto 
Mson to expect the Gen. Mifflin, having sent Ven- 
geance to Belle-Isle, with a letter to the ewptain of that 

frivateer, to invite him to join this little squadron. When 
depart I hope to be able to do my duty, thereby to testify 
to his Majesty and to your excellency the high sense which 
I shall ever entertain of the honorable attentions which have 
been shewn towards me in France; and to prevent future 
misrepiesoitatiDns, I will myself transmit to yourexcellency 
from time to time, an account of my proceedings and sitna* 
tion. 

lam, with the highest sentiments of esteem and respects 
My Lord, 

Your Excellency's very obUged, 
very obedient, 

and mo8t,humble servant. 

N« B. I have seen with sotprise, vaiibiu lettors in the 
Innds of persons here, on thesubject of my destination t 

Ship Bon homme Richard, at anchor in the 1 
Road of Groaix,Jugust^3th, 1779. ) 
The Hon. Major General, the Marquis } 

de LAPAVBTTi,at Havre de Grace. > , 
AUfaoi^, my dear Marquis, I have not lately written to 
you, yet uiere is no man for whom I entertain a greater share 
of esteem and respect. By what 1 have felt mywlf since oar 
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dtpedition was laid aside, I can easily imagine how mucLt 
concern it has given you ; and I assure yon that 1 have met 
with few disappointments that has equally affected my seasi> 
bility and my health. As the object of our expeditioo iras 
impnidenU/coaiMmcatedtoaliBOftevm 
Imto bem cooomdl in it, tt iPeB as to oom who wooM 
have been acton, I had deAermined for ioom tine befim I 
liad the honor to receifse your last letter, to propose to y«v 
another project when we met at L^Orient, which 1 am per- 
suaded you would have adopted, and communicated to no 
person until we had beea r^y the next hour to pat it ia 
execution. 

I am highly honored by your expressing hopes that such an. 
ei^pedition between as wiU yet take plooe in the coone off 
ftat war. I ardently join yoo in that wish, andasmeyao 

that few prospects could afford me equal pleasant or mot* 
enlM^gratujniyaaibition. 1 will write to you, my dear 
Marquis, and commanicate my thoughts when the sul^ect is 
of consequence, agreeable to the within dictionar) . I ex- 
pect to sail this evening, and you will perhaps hear of nrie 
soon. I was happy in the acquaintance of your two Aids- 
de-Camp ; and 1 thank you, with reason, that I now have the 
company and assEstanee or Messn* Weibert and Chamilp 
lafd* 

I am happy in being finked aflMNig nmnber of yomr 
friends, and shall everendeavoor to nierit joarnfwd^beim^ 
alwi^ mj dear Marquis, 

Yoar most obliged, 
and very obedient 
humble servant* 

Wathingtm ciN, Feb. 18S5. 

True copy to the best of njr vsMabiaiice. 

LAPATtTTfi. 

Skf Bon homme Richard, at anchor in\ 
ike Road of Groaix, August IZth^ 1779. V 
His Ezcelkncy BairiAmii FaA Am. 

HOVOBXD AMD DxAR SlBy 

It but this moment, that the Coart Martial Ims iaMwd 

the affair of the Bon hooune Richard and the Alliance, on 
account of their having run foul of each other. I enclose 
you the result of the proceedings of that court, which beii^ 
the only one of consequence, it is uonecessary to troubleyou 
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Miih bundles oi papers where Uic conclubions liave o&ly 
amounted to whipping, which has been executed. 

The within paper respecting the prize money of this little 
i^aadroD u submitted to jour regulations, and from the en- 
closed paper, addre«ed to me by the capbiin and officers of 
Hie Veogeance I am persuaded that yon will think it un- 
reasonable, that he, (the captain,) should share equally with 
Captain Landais, or the captain of the Pallas, — and not 
rather that each ship and vessel should first share in pro- 
portion to the number and calibre of her guns, and tlie num- 
oer of ber men ; — and that thej should afterward divide 
their reapectiYe shares bj the laws of their flag, or olher^ 
wise to toeir mutual satisfaction. The within state of the 
force of each ship and Tessel» will be useful in forming joup 
decisions. 

M. de Chaumont has made an useless journey here, as I 
bad taken ail the necessary measures to engage tlie men that 
were wanting bdbre his appearance, even at Nantes. I am, 
however, much obliged to him and to the minister for thatat- 
lention, as well as for all former favors. I shall certainlj sail 
to-morrow at day break, and I hope shortly to find opportu- 
nities to testify my gratitude to our great and good ally, for 
honor which he has conferred on the American £la^. and 
on myscIC The enclosed dictionary will be useful, when I 
write to jou on particular Bttlyects. Hub little squadron ap- 
pears to be nnanimoos, and, if that good undeittanding con- 
tinues, we are able to pieiform essential service. 1 look for- 
ward with pleasing expectation, and an ardent desire to 
merit your friendship, and that of America, beiqgever witU 
the highest esteem and respect, 
Dear Sir, 

The most obliged of 

Tour obedient servints. 

Ship Bon homme Richard^ at sea off ) 
Ihhnnt, August IQth, 1779. J 
M* Le Ray de Chaumont. 
I have oiy friend, the honor to forward this letter by our 
•pnaesfaip die Verwa^ting, bopnd from Barcelona to. Qunkiik 
^riOi a cam of wme and brandj/^and several eases of 
^Iec. 

liis price was taken eight daji ago, by the privatm 

O 
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brig Eagle, belonging lo Poole, in England, and is there- 
lore a lawful prize to ihv flag of the United States. 

Wc have met several other vessels, neutral property, but 
have learned no news except by one, a Portturaese snow, 
yestenlay, that the English fleet rod put back to Pott siii o u ti^ 
and that the snow passed through tne French and Spauisb 
fleet in number 114 ships, steering N. N. E., fifteen leagues 
sonth from Lizard. You will please to communicate ttv^ 
' with my respects to the minister, and to Dr* Frankhn* 
ihave the honour to be, 

with great esteem and respect, your obliged 
friend and humble servant. 

P. S. I enclose you a paper which the commander of the 
Monsieur has given, contrary to my orders,* and without nij 
kndwledfi or consent, to the person whom he appointed naa- 
ter of this prize, which was taken under my orders and m 
my sight, — ^yet he takes no notice of this in that paper, and 
probably was his intention to keep the whole as his own proper- 
fy. He has now left the squadron, after plundering thjs prize 
;md detaining me 24 hours by his lagging behind the squadron. 
This is the result of being concerned with privateers, where 
gpod iaith and honor are generally strangers. 

1 certiiy that the ongmal of fhepreceding letter was duly 
receiTedby my iather, from Com* John Paul Jones. 

Lb Ray de Chaumont. 

Aeo-Forib, December 1 834. 

*Bon Homme Richard, at Sea, off the S, W, \ 
of Ireland, August 24thj 1779. J 
M. Ls Rat de Cbaumont. 
The encloaed copies of papers will shew you, my friend, 
that on the 18th I sent in a prize ship for L'Orient, laden 
with brandy, &c. ; and that on the 21 st, I sent also for 
' L'Orient a pri^brig, laden with Irish beef and butter. 1 
send this by the prize bng Fortune, bound for England from 
Newfoundland, and ladtn chiefly with oil, blubber, and 
staves. 1 have ordered this prize for Nantz, or if circum- 
stances will admit, for St. Malo, as the best market. I have 
sent on board the prize a man who is perfectlv acquainted 
^ with the coast between Brest and St Halo, and wiU, in con- 
* sequence, 1 hope, elude the Jersey privateerB. By the cap- 
tain of the Mayflower I am told tnat there, is now an*en- 
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campment ot 30,000 troops in Ireland, at a place calleil 
CloQdieil, about midway between VVaterford and Lunerick 
I do not, however, credit this report. 

I beseech you lo mreaeat respects lo M • de Sartine 
and His Excdlencj M. Frankhn, and apologize for my not 
writing them. It w AOW calm : when the breeze rehums I 
sball embrace it to proceed directly to my destination* 
1 amy wUh sentiments of esteem and respect, 

Your very obliged friend and servant. 

I certify that the original of the preceding was duly 
ceived by mj iaifaer, (two Commodore J. Paul Jones. 

Lb Rav db Chaumont. 

Jfem-Y^rk^ December^ 1824. 

On board the Shijt of War the Serapis, at anchor ) 
mihaui lAe Test!, Oehber H 1779. J 
IL Lb Ray de Chaumovt, 6 Pissy. 

Hie ofighial of the enclosed copy of my last letter, writ- 
ten on board the Bon homna RicDud, off the 8. W. coast 
«f Ireland, the 24th of August, as well as the ptpers which 
preceded it, and to which it alludes, I hope duly reached 
the hands of my friend, M. de Chaumont, and explained to 
his satisfaction my conduct from the time 1 left Groaix until 
that date. For the full history of my expedition, 1 must 
beg leav e to refer you to a letter of Uiis date, which accom- 
Miea.tiui, to HiaEicelleiicy Dr4 Pkb^Ibd, who will, if you 
daoHiodl it, iimish you witii m copy. 

I wish to act a candid pnrt towards all men, and tfatro- 
&>ra wisli yon to bnve a copy of that letter, that vou bmj 
see my sentiments respecting the Concordat," which 3F011 
Hnposed upon me in the moment of my departure from 
Groaix, What could have inspired yon with such sentiments 
of distrust towarda me, after tlie ocular proofs of liospita* 
ht]f which I so long experienced in your house, and after the 
«um eipfOBsioiis of generons and mibomidod fiiendshqi 
trtiich I md cewtantly been hoaored with in your lettecs, ' 
eieeeda my mental facaltioB to comfpehend. I am, how- 
ever, yet willing to give yoo an opportunity of rendering 
instice to my character. I cannot think you are personally 
my enemy. I rather imagine that your conduct towards mc; 

L^Orient^ has arisen (rom the base misrepresentation of ^ 
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*om6 secret villany ; therefore, I am, with unaltered seaki- ' 
merits of good will and affection for ycNiraelf and fiuniij, | 
My dear friend. 

Your obliged, humble servant* 

I certi^ that tiie original of the preceding letter was dhily i 
teceived by my fiither* 

Ls Rat db Cbaumont* 

JVeo-Forli;, DecembtTf 1834* 

Commodore Jones was now approaching the scene of his 
greatest glory, which, in other respects than the affair of the 
Serapis, would have been much more complete, had the 
V captains of his squadron, and particularly Landais, of the 
frigate Alliance, cordially co-operated with him. In peru- 
sing the narralivo of this cruize, which is from the pen of | 
Jones hinr^self, the reader will observe that he had designed 
to lay tlie town of Leith under contribution, which intended 
enterprise would in all probability have succeeded, had the 
winds not have been adverse ; and even with tbni InndaP* 
ance, under the eneigetic direction of Commodore Jones, it 
might perhaps have been effected* He had prepared eveiy 
thing for the purpose, and assigned to each vessel of his 
squadron its appropriate duty. The landing was to have 
been made by Lieut. Col. Chamillard, with one hundred 
and thirty men, furnished with a white and a red flag, the 
display of the former of which was to be the signal that 
the inhabitants submitted to the terms proposed by the com- 
modore, and of the latter, thai they had refused. The dis* 
play of bodi flags together, was to indicate tfiat the party 
under Chamillard was compelled to retreat; in which case, 
• their re-embarkation was to have been covered by the ships 
of war. A contribution of 100,000/. sterling was to have 
been levied upon Leith, the payment of 50,000/. of which 
was to have been insisted on instantly, and hostages from 
among the principal inhabitants taken for the speedy pay- 
ment of the remaining moiety* The undertaking failed 
firdm tiie causes described by Jones ; but the summons writ* 
ten for the occasion, will serve to diew the humanity with 
which be proceeded, and it is therefore presented for peru- 
sal, together with the terms of capitulation, both documents, 
in blank, having been found among the papers of Jones, now 
in the possession of the author of tliis volume. It will be 
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Tonaiked that Ccwomodore Jones, in this, as in everr other 
instance, ascribed the severity of hb operatioiis to the out* 
rages committed by the British troops in America ; thos 
giving to his actions a national^ and not a vindictively per- 
sonal complexion. It will be seen in the sequel, that Dr. 
Franklin himself justified thefe"* retaliatory measures, and 
abnost regretted the mildness of the instructions which he 
, had previoasly addressed to the commodore for the govern* 
ment of his conduct towards the enemy, so deeply was that 
Tenerable man affected by the atrocities of the Engtisii sol- 
diers. In no particular did Jones transcend these instruc- 
tions, but seems, in every situation, to have endeavoured to 
assuage the miseries of war by the kindest possible treatment 
to his prisoners. 

The Honorable Captain Joins, Commander m Chief of 
the American s()uadron now in Europe, on board the 
American ship of war the Bon homme Richard, at 
anchor in the Road of Leith, September the » , 

1779. 

To the Worshipful the Provost of Leith, or, irj his absence, 
to the Chief Magistrate who is now actually present and 
in authority there. 
Sir, 

The British marine forcie that has been statioatd here for 
the protection of your city and commerce, being now taken 
by toe American arms under my command, 1 have the honor 
to send you this by my officer, Lieutenant Colonel de Cha- 
millard, who commands the vanguard of my troops. I do 
not wish to distress the poor inhabitants ; my intention h 
only to demand your contribution towards the reimburse- 
ment which Britain owes to the much injured citizens of 
America* Savages would blush at the unmanly violation 
and rapacity that has marked the tracks pf British tyranny 
in America, from which neither virgin innocence nor help- 
less age has been a plea of protection or pity. 

Leith and its port now lays at our mercy ; and did not 
the plea of humanity stay the hand of just retaliation, I 
should, without advertisement^ lay it in ashes. Before 1 pro-> 
ceed to that stem duty as an officer, my duly as a man in* 
dikes me to propose to you, by the means of a reatonable 



ratnom, lo prevent such a scene of horror and distress. — 
For this reason I have authorized LieuU Col. de Chaiuillard 
to conclude and agree with you on the temt of ratisooi, 
ftlknriDg joa enctly half an how't reflectkn beAire 
fiBiUy acceptor r^ect the tenas which he ihall propose* 

If yiNi accept fbe terms offered within the time iimited> 
you may rest assured that no farther debarkation of troops 
will be made, but that the re-emharkation of the vanguard 
will immediately follow, and that the property of the citi- 
zen! shall remain unmolested. 

i ^ve the honor to be, &c. 

CAPITULATION. 

We the subscribers, the Provost, JUcoffder, and principal 
Magistrates of the city or corporation of Leith in Scot- 
land, promise and swear in honor and good faith, agreeable 
to the laws of war, according to which we submit to the 
honorable Captain Jone8,Commander in chief of an Ame- 
rican squadron now in Europe, to perform faithfully the 
aiticles of the present capitnlatioo. 
Jirtm Ifl. There shall not be any act of boeiiUty com- 
mitted asainst any ship or vessel,, or against any person what- 
ioeTer that is belonging to the American sauadron under the 
command of Captain Jones, either by the inhabitants of 
Leith, by regular or irregular troops, or by any person, or 
persons whatsoever during; the term which he may be com- 
pelled by contrary winds, or other insuperable causes to re- 
main with his squadron, within the Firth of Forth. 

Art. ^ In case of any coDtraventioO) or breadi of flu 
capitulation on oar part, it is agreed lhat the Commander 
In chief of the American squadron aforesaid, shall use vigo^ 
rous measures towards the subjects of his Britannic Majmtf 
who are in his hands, either as prisoners, or hostages ; nnd 
the Ma^strates, and principal inhabitants of Leith agree tO 
submit themselves exactly to this article. 

jirt, 3d. As soon as the terms of ransom are fulfilled on 
the part of the Magistrates of Leith, Captain Jones shall 
embrace the first fiur wind and depart with hii squadroa 
from Leith, without molesting tihe inlubitants* 

. Done at Leit^ this day of September, 1779. 

Nothing can be more characteristic of the determined re- 
solution m Commodore Jones to obtain the object on which 
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he was once bent, than his perseverance in rcmajning on iua 
cruizing ground oif the enemy's coast, in de&ance of the sin- 
galar brnfimir of Captain lAadm wui the lokewamuMtt 
it ike oilier co iwt aj i ii g o ft ceri m theiqaadroii. Tbelbfw 
taoite iMBO of every entterprise of the Bort ^ependi Minlf 
1^00 the spirit and harmony that prevail annong those who 
have been appointed to act in concert, and,, at the same time, 
in subordination. The deportment of Captain Landais 
throughout the engagement with the Serapis was well calcn* 
kted to are the TietorT to the Bntab flag ; and there is good 
groaDd wr belieTing that it waa, horn envy or iealousy, in 
flie contempktioii of Landais to tear the lanreas frckm the 
brow of Jones, or to subject him to disgrace, by allowingthe 
Bon homme Richard, and Serapis, in their ciose encounter, 
so to disable each other, that keeping the Alliance unin- 
jured, in the event of the Bon homme lUcluird^s striking her 
eolora to h«r anta^ist. Captain Landaia nuglil have made 
Mises of both ships, and, returning victorioas to Pranee* 
nave figured as die principal hero of the Vkwdy combat* 
Certain it is, that he manoeuvred so as to cripple the Bon 
homme Richard, and actually shed the blood of some of the 
valiant crew. The feet doe? not admit of dispute. It is 
established by the testimony of ihoae who witnessed his ma- 
BSBoyrea. ana wlio. it will liie Ibend in the nbaeaoent pages, 
speciflcaily Terify aH the allegations made by Conuno&re 
/ones against f^andafla. Such a mass of evidence is irresis- 
tible, and leaves nothing to reflecting minds but regret that 
the bad passions of the human heart, unrestrained by reason, 
should, at a critical moment, have had such influence •ver 
a naval officer, honored with a commission from the Ameri- 
can Congress, as to haTO rendered the trinnph of the flag of 
the ITnited States dnbioas for se?enl hoois. . Had Cbptein 
Landais employed himself in cajptnring and destroying the 
ships of the oaltic fleet, whilst Jones was engaged with the 
Serapis, it can scarcely be considered as doubtnii that very 
few of them would have escaped. 

On homrd HU sMp iSenmis, srf tmhor without > 
ikt TuB€l,mBoUmd, OehierSd, 1779. 5 
Ifis Eieellencj BiwAHni FiAirKbtM. 

Honored and Dear Sir, 

When I had the honor of writing to you on the llth of 
August, previous to inj departure from the Road of Groaix, I 
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had belbrc me the most flattering prospect of rendering es- 
sential sen'ice to the common cause of France and Ame- 
rica. I had a full confidence in the voluntary inclination and 
ability of every captain under my command, to assist and 
support me in my duty with cheerful emulation ; and I was 
persuaded that every one of them would pursue glory in 
preference to interest. 

Whether I was, or was not deceived, will best appear 
by a relation of circumstances. 

The little squadron under my orders, consisting of the 
Bon homme Richard, of 40cuns ; the Alliance, of 36 guns; 
the Pallas, of 32 guns ; the Cerf, of 18 guns ; and the Ven- 
geance, of 1 2 guns ; joined by two privateers, the Monsieur 
and the Granville, sailed from the Road of Groaix at day- 
break on the 14th of August ; the same day we spoke with 
a large convoy bound from tlie southward to Brest. 

On the 1 8th we retook a large ship belonging to Holland, 
laden chiefly with brandy and wine that had been destined 
from Barcelona for Dunkirk, and taken eight days before by 
an English privateer. The captain of the Monsieur, how- 
ever, took out of this prize such articles as he pleased in 
the night, and the next day being astern of the squadron 
and to windward, he actually wrote orders in his proper 
name, and sent away the prize under one of his own offi- 
cers. This, however, 1 superseded by sending her for 
L'Orient under my orders, in the character of commander 
in chief. The evening of the day following, the Monsieur 
separated from the squadron. 

On the 20th we saw and chased a laige ship, but could 
not overtake her, she being to windward. 

On the 21st we saw and chased another ship that was also 
to windward, and thereby eluded our pursuit. The same 
ai^emoon, we took a brigantine called the Mayflower, laden 
with butter and salt provisions, bound from Limerick in 
Ireland for London ; this vessel 1 immediately expedited for 
L'Orient. 

On the 23d, we saw Cape Clear and the S. W. part of 
Ireland. That afternoon, it being calm, I sent some armed 
boats to take a brigantine that appeared in the N. W. quar- 
ter. Soon after in the evening, it became necessary to have 
a boat ahead of the ship to tow, as the helm could not pre- 
vent her from laying across the tide of flood, which would 
have driven us into a depp and dangerous bay, situated be- 
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tween the lodn on the soafh called the. Skallocksy and on 
liie oorth caUed the Blaskets. The ship's boats beiiig ab- 
Btnt, I sent my own barge ahead to tow (he ship. The 
boats took the brigantine ; she was called the Fortuned and 
bound with a cart^o of oil, blubber and staves, from New- 
foundland for Bristol ; tliis vessel 1 ordered to proceed im- 
mediatelj for Nantes or St, Malo. Soon after sunset the 
vilhuns who towed the shin, cat the tow rope and decamped 
with mj barge. Sundry snots were fired to bring them too 
without effect, in the moan time the master of the Bon 
homme Richard, without orders, manned one of tlie ship's 
boats, and with four soldiers pursued the bart;e in order to 
stop the deserters. The evening was clear and serene, but 
the zeal of that officer, Mr. Cutting Lunt, induced him to 
parsne too &r, and a fog which came on soon afterward 
pievented the boats from rejoining the ship, although I 
cansed signal guns to be frequently fired. The fog and 
calm continued the next day till towards evening. In the 
afternoon Captain Landais came on board the Bon homme 
Richard and behaved towards me with great disn.spect, 
j^rming in the most indelicate manner and language, that 
I had lost my boats and people through my imprudence 
in sending boats to lake a prize ! He persisted in his re- 
proaches, though he was assured by Messrs. Dc Weibcrt and 
De Chamillard, that the barge was towing the ship at the 
time of elopement, and that she had not been sent in ptir- 
fluit of the prize. He was affronted, because I would not 
the day before suffer him to cliase without my orders, and 
in approach tiie dangerous shore I have abeady mentioned, 
where he was an entire stran^r^ and ^rhen there was not 
sufficient wind to govern a ship. He told me he was the 
only American in the squadron, and was determined to 
follow his own opinion in chasing when and where he 
thought proper, and in every otlier matter that concerned 
the service, and that if 1 continued in that situation three 
days lon^r, the squadron would be taken, &c. By tiie ad* 
lice of Uaptein De Cottmean, and with the free consent 
and approbation of H. De Varage, I sent the Cerf in to re- 
C<»inoitre die coast, and endeavour to take the boats and 
people, the next day, while the squadron stood off and on 
in the S. W. quarter, in the best possible situation to inter- 
cept the enemy^s merchant ships, whether outward or home- 
ward bound. The Cerf had on board a pilot well acquaint- 
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ed with the coast, and was ordered to join me again before 
night. I approached the shore in the aflemoon, but the 
Ccrf did not appear; this induced me to stand off again in 
the night in order to return and be rejoined by the Cerf the 
next day \ but to my great concern and disappointment, 
though I rangM (he coast along and hooted oorpiiTate 
aignaJs^neitfaor the boats nor die Ceif ^joined me* Theeve- 
ning of that day, the 96th, brougbt with it stormy weather, 
wi£ an appearance of a severe gale from the S. W., yet I 
must declare I did not follow my own judgment, but was" 
led by the assertion wliich had fallen from Captain Lan- 
dais, when I in the evening made a signal to steer to the 
nortiiward and leave that station, which 1 wished to have 
occupied at least a w^ek longer. The gale increased in the 
Dt^t with thick weather ; to prevent separation, I carried 
a top hght and fired a gpn every quarter of an hoor. I car- 
ried, also, a very mo£rate sail, and tlie coarse had been 
clearly pointed out by a signal before night ; yet witli all 
this precaution, I found myself accompanied only by the 
brigantine Vengeance in the momina;, the Granville having 
remained astern with a prize ; as 1 have since understood 
the tiller of the Pallas broke after midnight, which disa- 
bled her from keeping up, but no apology has yet been made 
in behalf of die Alliance. 

On the 31 st, we saw die Flanue Islands sitoated near Ihe 
Lewis, on the N. W. coast of Scotland; and the neit 
morning, off Cape Wrath, we |pive chase to a ship to wind- 
ward, at the same time two ships appearing in tne N. W, 
quarter, which proved to lie the Alliance and a prize ship 
which she had taken, bound, as I understood, from Liver- 
pool to Jamaica. The ship which I chased brought too at 
noon j she proved to be tlie Union letter of Maroue, bound 
from London for Quebec, widi m caigo of naval stores on 
account of government, adapted for the service of thd Bfs- 
tish armed vessels on the lakes. The public despatches 
voeie lost, as the Alliance very impmdently hoisted Ameri- 
can colors, though English colors were then flying on 
board the Bon hommc Richard. Captain Landais sent a 
small boat to ask whether I would man the ship or he 
should, as in the latter case he would suffer no boat nor per- 
son from ilic Bon homme Richard to go near the prize. 
Ridicaloas as this appeared to me, 1 yielded to it for the 
sake of peace, and received the prisonem en board the Bon 
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boDune Richard, while the prize was manned from the Al- 
liance. In the afternoon another sail appeared, and I im- 
mediately made the signal for the Alliance to chase ; but 
instead of obeWng, he wore and laid the ship's head the 
othiEur way. The next moning I made a signal to speak 
inlh the Alliaiicey Id which no attention was oiown ; I then 
Bade sail with the ships in company, for the second lendea^ 
Toos, which was not far distant, and where I fnHj expected 
• to be joined by the Pallas and the Cerf. 

The second of September we saw a sail at daybreak, and 
gave chase ; that ship proved to be the Pallas, and had met 
with no success while separated from the Bon homme Ri- 

On (he 3d the Vengeance brought too a small Irish bri- 
gantihe, bound homeward from Norway. The same e?e* 
ning 1 sent the Vengeance in the N. E. quarter to bring up 
the two prize ships that appeared to me to be too near the 
islands of Shetland. While with the Alliance and PallaS; 
I endeavoured to weather Fair Isle, and to get into my 
aecond rendezvous, where I difected the Vengeance to join 
me with the three prizes* The next monnng, having we** 
tfier^d Fair Isle, and not seeing the Vengeance nor the 
prizes, I spoke the Alliance and ordered her to steer to the 
northward and bring them up to the rendezvous. 

On the morning of the 4tn the Alliance appeared again, 
and had brought too two very small coasting sloops in bal- 
last, hut without haring atiaoded properly to my orders of 
feslerdajr. The Vengeance joined me soon after, and in- 
Jbrmed me that in consequence of Captain Landais' orders 
to the commanders of the two prize ships, they had refused 
to follow him to tlie rendezvous. I am to this moment 
ignorant of what orders these men received from Captain 
Landais, nor know I by virtue of what authority he ventu- 
red to give bis orders to prizes in my presence and without 
either my knowledge or approbation* Captain Ricot fin> 
tiber inmmedme that he had burnt the prize brigantine, be^ 
cause that vessel proved leaky ; and I was sorry to under- 
stand afterward that though the vessel was Irish propeftf^ 
the cargo was property of the subjects of Norway. 

In the evening I sent for all the captains to come on board 
the Bon honame Richard, to consult on future plans of ope- 
latMHi* Captains CotCinm and RtcotobqrediBe, but Cap- 
fain Landaif obstinateljrfelnBcdy und after sending me Tan* 



ous imcifil messages, wrote me a yery extraosdiDarj letter 

in answer to a wnttcn order, which I bad sent him, on find- 
ing that he had trifled with my yerbal orders. The next 
day a pilot boat came on board from Shetland, by which 
means I received such advices as induced me to change a 
plan which 1 otherwise meant to have pursued; and as the 
Cerf did not appear at my second rendezvous, I determined 
to steer towards the third in hopes of meeting her there* 

In the afternoon a gale of wind came oPi winch coatfamed 
four days witfaont intenmssion. In the second mifA of that 
gale, the Alliance, with her two little prizes, agam scapaiap 
ted from the Bon homme Richard. 1 had now with me 
only the Pallas and the Vengeance, yet I did not abandon 
the hopes of performing some essential service. The winds 
continued contrary, that we did not see the land till the 
evening of the 1 3th, when the iiills of the Cheviot in the 
S. E. of Scotland appeared. The next day we chased sun- 
dry yesaels and took a ship and a brigantine, hotfa fiom Htm 
Firth of Edinbuish, laden with coal. Knowing that fliae 
lay at anchor in Leith road an armed ship of 20 guns, with 
two or three fine cntters, I formed an eipedition against 
Leith, which I purposed to lay under a large contribution, 
or otherwise to reduce it to ashes. Had I been alone, the 
wind being favorable, 1 would have proceeded directly up 
the Firth, and must have succeeded as they lay there in a 
state of peHect indolence And aer.urity, which would have 
proved dieir min. Unfortnnatelj for me, the Mbs and 
Veng^eance were both at a considerable distsnce in die 
offing ; they having chased to the southward ; this obliged 
ns to steer out of the Firth again to meet them* The Cap- 
tains of the Pallas and Vengeance being come on board tne 
Bon homme Richard, I communicated to them my project, 
to which many dilliculties and objections were made by 
them j at last, however, they appeared to think better of 
. the design after I had assured mm that I hoped to raise a 
contrihotion of 300,000 pounds sterling on Leith, and that 
there was no batteiy of cannon there to oppose our landing. 
So much time, however, was unavoidably spent in pointed 
remarks and sage deliberation that night, that the wind be- 
came contrary in the morning. * 

We continued working to windward up the Firth without 
being able to reach the road of Leith, till on the morning 
of (he 17th, when being almost within camion shot of the 
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to«D» having every thing in retdiness for a descent, • yerf 
serere gale of wind came on, and being directly contfftiy^ 

obliged us to bear away, after having in vain endeavoured 
for some time to withstand its violence. The gale was so 
severe, that one of the prices that had been taken on the 
14th sunk to the bottom, the crew being with difficulty sa- 
ved. As the alarm by this time had reamd Leitiihf metoi 
of acntter fhat had watched oor motiooi that monw^ and 
11 the wind continued contrary, (though more modeiate in 
the evening) I thought it impossible to pursue the enterprise 
with a good prospect of success j especially as Edinbui^, 
where there is always a number of troops, is only a ooile 
distant from Leith, therefore I ^ve up the project. 

On the 19th, hftTiiig takena Soop and a brisantine inhal* 
bit, with a sloop laden with building timber, Iproposed an- 
other project to Mr. Cottineau, which would have been high- 
ly honorable though not profitable ; many difficulties were 
made, and our situation was represented as being the most 
perilous. The enemy, he said, would send against us a su- 
perior force, and that if 1 obstinately continued on the coast 
ci England two days longer, we should bH be taken* The 
Vengeance having chased along shore to the sontfafraid^ 
CMnin Cottineau said he would follow her with the prizes, 
as 1 was unable to make much sail, having that day been 
obliged to strike the main-top-mast to repair damages ; and 
as I afterward understood, he told M. Dc Chamillard 
tiiat unless 1 joined them the next day, both the Pallas and 
the Vengeance would leave that coast. I had thoughts of 
attempting the enterprise alone after the Pallas had made 
sail to join the Vengeance. I am persuaded even now, that 
I would have succeeded, and to the honor of my youDg 
officers, I found them as ardently disposed to the business 
as I could desire ; nothing prevented me from pursuing my 
design but the reproach that would have been cast upon 
my character, as a man of prudence, had the enterprise 
mscarried. It would hare been said, was he not forewarn- 
ed hy Captain Cottineau and others ? 

I made sail along shore to the southward, and next mor- 
ttng took a coafiting sloop in ballast, which with another 
that I had taken the night before, I ordered to be sunk. In 
the evening, 1 again met with the Pallas and Vengeance off 
Whitby. Captain Cottineau told me he had sunk the bri- 
gantine, and lUMOSied tile sloop, laden with hdlding tim- 
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ber that had been taken the day before. I had told Captain 
Cottineau the day before, that 1 had no authority to ransom 
prizes. 

On the 21st we saw and chased two sail, off Flamborough 
Head, tte Pallas in the N. E* qoftrter, idttle tbe Bob IxN^ 
Richard fi>llowed by the Vengeance in the S. W. the one I 
dialed, a brigantine co^ier in ballast belonging to ScailW' 
roogh was soon taken, and sunk immediately afterward, as a 
fleet then appeared to the southward : it was so late in the day 
that I could not come up with the fleet before night, at length, 
however, I got so near oue of them, as to force her to nm 
ashore, between Flamboroiu^ HeadandtheSpvnu Soon aAar 
I tii»olLanodier,a briointinewMn H ollandbelonging toSnndW' 
land ; and at dayli^t tl)e next morning, seeing a fleet stocfl^ 
ing towards me from the Spurn, I imagined them to be a con- 
voy, bound from London for Leith, which had been for 
some time expected, one of them had a pendant hoisted, 
and appeared to be a ship of force, they had not, howeYer, 
courage to come on, but kept back, all except ono 
which seemed to be armed, and that one ako kqpt to wind- 
ward very near the land, and on the edge of daoeeiottf 
shoals where I could not with saiety approach. T&s in- 
duced me to make a signal for a pilot, and soon afterwaid 
two pilot boats came off ; they informed me that the Aip 
that wore a pendant was an armed merchant ship, and that 
a king's frigate lay there in sight, at anchor within the 
Homber, waiting to take under convoya nomber of me^ 
diant BlnpB bound to the northward* 1^ pilots imagined 
the Bon nomme Richard to be an English ship of war, and 
consequently, communicated to me the private signal which 
they had been required to make. I endeavoifred by this 
means to decoy the ships oat of the port, but the wind then 
changing, and with the tide becoming unfavorable for them, 
the deception had not the desired effect, and they wisely 
put back. The entrance of the Hnmfaier is ezceeding||y 
difficult and dangerous, and as thePaUas was notin sis^^ 1 
thmiglht it not prudent to remain off the entrance ; 1 there- 
fore steered out again to join the Pallas off Flamborou^ 
Head. In the night we saw and chased two ships, until 3 
o'clock in the morning, when being at a very small distance 
from them, I made the private signal of recognizance, which 
I had flhrcii toeadi captain before I sailed fimn Gioak, one 
httf « the answer 00^ was retnned* Inlfabpositioabolb 
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■del by too till daylight, when Hie ships proved to he the 
Alliance and the PUlas. 

On the morning of that day, the 33d, the brig from Hoi* 
land not being in sight, we chased a brigantine that appear* 
ed laying too to windward. About noon we saw and 
chased a large ship that appeared coming round Flam- 
borough Head, from the northward, and at the same time I 
muiDed and armed one of flie pilot hoata to nil in pnr^ 
nit of the brigantine, which now appeared to he tiie venel 
that I had forced ashore. Soon after this a fleet of 4 1 sail 
appeared off Flamborough Head, bearing N. N. £. ; this in- 
duced me to abandon the single ship which had then anchor- 
ed in Burlington Bay ; I also called back the pilot boat and 
hoisted a signal for a general chase. When the deet dis- 
covered us bearing down, all the merchant ships crowded 
Siil towavda the ihore* THe twoahipaof warnatpiiotecfe- 
ed the fleet, at the same time steered firom the land, and 
made the disposition for the battle : in approaching the ene- 
my I crowded every possible sail, and made the signal for 
the line of battle, to which the Alliance showed no atten- 
tion. Earnest as 1 was for the action, 1 could not reach the 
tomroodore's ship until seven in the evening, being then 
mOnw pistol shot, when he hailed the Bon homme Richard, 
, we answered him by firing a trtiole hroadside. 

The battle being thus began, was continued with unre- 
mitting fury. Every method was practised on both sides to 
eain an advantage, and rake each other; and I must con- 
less that the enemy's ship being much more manageable than 
the Bon homme Kichard, gained thereby several times an 
advantageous situation, in soite of my best endeavours to 
pffevent it. As I had to deal with an enemy of grtatly nc- 
perior forctj I was under the necessity of chmog with him, 
to prevent the advantage which he had over me in point of 
mancEuvre. It was my intention to lay the Bon homme 
Richard athwart the enemy's bow, but as that operation 
required sreat dexterity in the management of both sails and 
helm, and some of oiir hiacea heing shot away, it did not 
euctiy succeed to my wishes $ the enemy's howspfit, how- 
ever, came over the Bon homme Richard's poop by the 
mizen mast, and I made both ships fast together in that 
situation, which by the action of the wind on the enemy's 
sails, forced her stern close to the Bon homme Ri- 
cbaird's how, so that the ships lay square along sido of 
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each other, the yards being all entangled, and the cannon 
of each ship touching the opponent's side. When this posi- 
tion took place it was 8 o'clock, previous to which the 
Bon homme Richard had received sundry eij^hteen pounds 
shot below the water, and leaked very much. My batteiy 
of 13 Domiden, mi which I had placed mY chief defe»^ 
^■iice, DeiDK cooMBanded by Lieut. Dale and Col. Weibeit^ 
and maimed principally wim American seamen, and French 
Tolonteers, were entifely silenced and abandoned. As to 
tfie six old eighteen pounders that formed the battery of the 
lower gun-deck, they did no service whatever ; two out of 
diree of them burst at the first hre, and killed almost all the 
men who were stationed to manage them. Before this 
time too, Col. De Ciiamillard, who commanded a party of 20 
ioldien on the poop had abaitdoned that station, after har- 
ng loat aome of hit men* These men deaeited their muuw 
ten. 1 ha^ now only two pieces of cannon, nine poundei% 
on the qoaiter deck that were not silenced, and not one. 
of the heavier cannon was fired during the rest of the action. 
The purser. Mr, Mease, who commanded the guns on the 
quarter deck, being dangerously wounded in the head, I 
was obliged to hll liis place, and with great difficulty rallied 
a few men, and shifted over one of the lee ouarter-deck 
guns, so that we afterward played diree pieces or 9 poanden 
upon the enemy. The tops akme seconded the fire of (iik 
Mttle batleiyy and held out bravely durii^ the whole of the 
notion ; especially the main top, where Lieut. Stadt com- 
manded. I directed the fire of one of the three cannon 
against the main-mast, with double-headed shot, while the 
other two were exceedingly well served with grape and 
camiister shot to silence the enemy's musketry, and clear 
her decks, which was at last efifected. The enemy were, 
I have since onderrtood, on the instant of caUing Ibr 
qaufm^ when the cowardice or treacheiy of tiiree of mjr 
under officen induced them to call to the enemy. Hie 
English commodore asked me if I demanded quarters, and 
I having answered him in the most determined negative, 
tijey renewed the battle with double fury ; they were un- 
able to stand the deck, but the fire of their cannon, espe- 
cially the lower battery, which was entirely formed of 1 8 
pounders, was incessant. Both ships were set on fire in 
naftous places, and flie scene was dreadfid bejond the reach ^ 
of language. To Bcconnt lor the timiditf o/ my thne nn-r 
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te oftctM, I meao the gunner, the carpenter, and the mas- 
ter^Nunii, I must olwerfe lhtl the two fint wore siightly 
woandedf and as the ship had received various ahika ondor 
water, and one of the pumps being shot away, the carpeii« 

tcr expressed his fear that she would sink, and the other 
two conchided tliat she was sinking; which occasioned the 
gunner to run aA on the poop without my knowledge, to 
strike the colors; fortunately for me, a cannon ball had 
done that before, hj carrying awa^ the ensign stnff: he was 
theiefore reduced to' the necessity of sinking, as he 8up« 
posed, or of calling for quarter, and he preferred the latter. 

All this time tlie Bon homme Richard had sustaiiird (hfs 
action alone, and the enemy, though much superior in force, 
would have been very glad to have got clear, as appears by 
their own acknowledgements, and by their having let go aa 
anchor the histant ttiat I laid thdn on board, by which 
means they would have escaped had I not made them wall 
fast to the Bon homme Richard. 

, At last, at half past 9 o'clock, the Alliance appeared, and 
I now thought the battle at an end ; but, to my utter asto- 
nishment, he discharged a broadside full into the stem of 
the Bon homme Richard. We called to him for God's sake 
to ibihear firine into the Bon homme Rkhaid; ^et hepass- 
ed along tiie on side of the ship and continned finn^. There 
was no possibility of his mistaking the enemy's ship for the 
Bon homme Richard, there being the most essential differ- 
ence in their appearance and construction ; besides, it was 
then full moon light, and the sides of the Bon homme Ri- 
chard were all black, while the sides of the prizes were yel- 
low ; yet, forte gmter secnrily, I shewed the signal of onr 
leconnoissance, by putting out three* lanthorns, one at the 
head, (bow,) another at the stern, (quarter,) and the thnd 
in the middle, in a horizontal line. Every tongue cried 
that he was firing into the wrong ship, but nothing availed; 
he passed round, tiring into the Bon homme Richard's head, 
stem, and broadside, and by one of his voUioi killed several 
of my host men, and momUf woooded a good officer on 
the forecastle. My sitaatkm was really deploiaUe* The 
Bon homme Richard received various shot mider water 
froBi the Alliance ; the leak gained on the pumps, and the 
fire increased much on board both ships. Some oflicers 
persuaded me to strike, of whose courage and good sense I 
Cntcrt^ a high opinion* My treacherous mastcr-at'arauf 
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let loose all my prisoners without my knowledge, and my 
prospect became gloomy indeed. I would not, however, 
give up the point. The enemv^s main-mast began to shake, 
their bring decreased, ours rattier increased, and the British 
colors were struck at half an hour past 10 o^clock. 

This prize proved to be the British ship of war the Sera- 
pis, a new ship of 44 guns, built on their most approved 
construction, with two complete batteries, one of them of 
1 8 pounders, and commanded by the brave Commodore Ri- 
chard Pearson. I had yet two enemies to encounter far 
more formidable than the Britons ; 1 mean &re and water* 
The Serapis was attacked only by the hrst, but the Bon 
homme Richard was assailed by both : there were five feet 
vater in the hold, and though it was moderate from the ex- 
plosion of so much gunpowder, yet the three pumps that 
remained could with difficulty only keep the water from 
gaining. The fire broke out in various parts of the ship, in 
spite of all the water that could be thrown to quench it, and 
at length broke out as low as the powder magazine, and 
within a few inches of the powder. In that dilemma, 1 took 
out the powder upon deck, ready to be thrown overboard 
at die last extremity, and it was 10 o^clock the next day, 
the 24th, before the fire was entirely extinguished. With 
respect to the situation of the Bon homme Richard, the rud- 
der was cut entirely off the stem frame, and the transums 
were almost entirely cut away ; the timbers, by the lower 
deck especially, from the main-mast to the stem, being great- 
ly decayed with age, were mangled beyond my power of de- 
scription, and a person must nave been an eye-witness to 
form a just idea of the tremendous scene of carnage, wreck, 
and ruin, that every where appeared. Humanity cannot but 
recoil from the prospect of such finished horror, and lament 
that war should produce such fatal consequences. 

Afler the carpenters, as well as Capt. de Cottineau, and 
other men of sense, had well examined and surveyed the 
ship, (which was not finished before five in the evening,) I 
ibund every person to be convinced that it was impossible 
tp keep the Bon homme Richard afloat so as to reach a port 
if the wind should increase, it being then only a very mode- 
ffttc breeze. I had but little time to remove my wounded, 
which now became unavoidable, and which was effected in 
the course of the night and next morning. 1 was detemrii- 
md to keep the Bon homme Richard afloat, and, if possible, 
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to bring her into port. For that purpose, the first lieotdn- 
aot of the Pallas continued on board, with a party of mea 
' p» ttfend liie pumps, with boats in waitiii^ readj to tik» 
flMii on board, in case the water should gsitt on them too 
fiwL The wind augmented in the ni^t and the next day, 
OD the 35th, 80 that it was impossible to prevent the good 
old ship from sinking. They did not abandon her till after 
9 o'clock : the water was then up to the lower deck ; and a 
little after ten, 1 saw with inexpressible grief the last glimpse 
H the Bon hooune Richard. Ko Htcs were lost with the 
dup, hot it ma impossible to save the stores of anj soit 
frtiatever. I lost even the best part of my clothes, books, 
and papers ; and several of n^ officers lost all their clothes 
and effects. 

Having thus endeavoured to give a clear and simple rela- 
tion of the circumstances and events that have attended the 
little armament under my command, I shall freely submit 
my condnct therein to the censoie of my superiors and the 
impartial public* 1 b^ leave, however, to observe, that . 
the force that was put under my command was far from 
being well composed ; and as the great majority of the act- 
ors in it have appeared bent on the pursuit of interest only, 
I am exceedingly sorry that they ana I have been at all con- 
cerned. I am in the highest degree sensible oC the singular 
attentions which I have experienced from the Coort of 
Fiance, which I shaU remember with perfect gratitude until 
the end of my life, and will always endeavour to nerit^ while 
I can, consistent with my honor, continue in the public ser- 
vice. I must speak plainly. As 1 havft been always ho- 
nored with the full confidence of Congress, and as 1 also 
flattered myself with enjoying in some measure the confi- 
dence of the Gowt of France, I eould not bat be astonished 
at the conduct of M. de Cbaomont, when, in the moment 
of my departure from Gniaix, he produced a paper, a con- 
cordat, for me to sign, in common with the ofhcers whom I' 
had commissioned but a few days before. Had that paper, 
or even a less dishonorable one, been proposed to me at the 
beginning, I would have rejected it with just contempt, and 
the wora d^laeenuni aotong othen should have been neces- , 
aaiY. I cannot, however, even now suppose that he was 
anoiorized 1^ the Court to make such a bargain with me ; 
nor can I suppose that the minister of the manne aaeant that 
de Qtaamont should consider me merely aa a ooUeigiBe. 
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Xnth i3b» conmiftiidfin of the other shipB, and coBinmnicmie 
iofhem not only all he knew, but all he thoag|it, recpectii^ 
our destioatioii and <q»eratioiiB* M. de ChaanMmt has made 

me various reproaches on account of the expense of the Bott 
homme Richard, wherewith I cannot think 1 hav e been justly 
chargeable. M. de Chamillard can attest that the Bon 
homme Richard was at last far from bcuig well titled or 
armed for war. If any person or persons who have been 
charged wiUi die expense of fhat annament have actad 
wrong, the huU most not be laid to my chaige* I had no 
authority to superintend that armament, and the persons who 
had authority were so far from gMnng me what 1 thought 
necessary, that M. dc Climimont even refused, among other 
-things, to allow me irons for securing the prisoners of war. 

In short, while my life remains, if I have any capacity to 
render good and acceptable i^ervices to the common cause, 
no man will step forth with greater cheerfulness and alacrity 
than myaelf, bat I am not made to he diahonored, nor ca&l 
accept of the half confidmu of any man living; of course 
I cannot, consistent with my honor and a profl|)ect of suc- 
cess, undertake fature expeditions, unless when the object 
and destination is communicated to me alone, and (o no 
other person in the marine line. In caseg where troops are 
embarked, a like confidence is due alone to their commander 
in cliief. On no other condition will I ever undertake the 
chief command of a private expedition ; and when I do not 
command in duef, 1 have no desire to be in die secret 

Captain Cottineaa engaged die Coantess of Scarborough 
and took her after an hour's action, while the Bon homme 
Richard engaged th<^ Serapis. The Comitess of Scarbo- 
rough is an armed ship of 20 six-pounders, and was com- 
manded by a Kind's ofliccr. In the action, the Countess 
©f Scarborough and the Serapis were at a considerable dig^ 
tauce asunder j and the Alliance, as I am informed, fired 
into the Pallas and killed some men. If it sliould be asked 
why the convoy was suffered to escape, I most answer, that 
I was myself in no condition to pursue, and that none of the 
rest shewed any inclination, not even Mr. Ricot. who had 
held off at a distance to windward during the whole action, 
and withheld by force the pilot boat with my lieutenant and 
15 men.* The Alliance too, was in a state to punue the 

* This is founded on mffepofftllwtlMa pitnred to be AJm; ftrHaowftp^ 
pean that Capt. Ric>ot expressly ordered the pflo^bott tO bowd the BMi 
nomme Rkbiird, which oidet was disobeyed. 
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fleet, not Iwviiig htd^a angle muk worndtd, or » aingle dk»i 
And at her mm tbe Senpis, and onlj tlunce thU&l exe- 
cation firom the Countess of Scarborough, at racb a distance 

that otie stuck in the side, and the other two just touched 
and tlien dropped into the. water. The Alliance killed one 
man only on board the Serapis. As Captain di- Cottineau 
cbaived himself with manning and securing the priboners of 
the Countess of Scarborough, 1 think the escape cif the Baltic 
fleet caniMl eo well be chained to hb account* 

1 should have mentioned, that the main-mast and mizen- 
top-nmst of the Serapis fell overboard soon afier the ^^pf^"* 
had come on board the Bon homme Richard. 

Upon the whole, the captain of the Alliance has behaved 
so very ill in every respect, that I must complain loudly of 
his conduct. He pretends that he is auUiorized to act inde- 
pendent of my comnnnd.: I have been taught the contrary ; 
hot eopposing it to be so, his conduct has been base and 
unpardonable. M. de ClianuUard will dcplain the particu- 
lars. Either Captain Landais or niyjielf is highly criminal, 
and one or the other must be punished. 1 forbear to take 
any steps with him until i have the adv ice and approbation 
of your excellency. I have been advised by all the officers 
of the eqoftdfon to pot IL Landata ander anrest 3 but as I 
have postponed it so loi^, I will bear withhiro ahttle longer 
tUitil the return of my express. 

We this day anchored here, having since the action been 
tossed to and fro by contrary winds. I wished to liave gain- 
ed (he Road of Dunkirk on account of our prisoners, but 
was overruled by the majori^ of mu colUagues, 1 shall 
hasten op to Amiteidwn, andOiereif Imeet wiftnoordeis 
Ibr my goveinment, I will take the advice of the French 
ambassador. It is my present intention to have the Count* 
ess of Scarborough ready to transport the prisoners from 
hence to Dunkirk, unless it should be fonnd more expedient 
to deliver them to the Enijlisb ambass-ador, taking his obU* 
gation to send to Dunkirk, <kc.. immediately an equal num- 
ber of American prieoneia* I am under strong apprehen- 
fione that oor object here will £ul, and that through the im« 
prudence of Bi. de Chamnont, who has commnnicated evei^ 
thing he knew or thought on the matter to persons who can* 
not help talking of it at a full table. This is the way he 
keeps state secrets, though he never mentioned the aflair 
to me. I am ever, kc, 

John P. Joifasw • 



Particulars of the engagement between the Bon homme Richard 
and tkeSer(wisJumished bu FirttlAeiuUnani Richard DaU^ 
4 tk$ Bon k amm BiekmrJ[,for work. 

On Ae 93d of September 1779, being below, wm fwmA 
bjuiVMWQal noise upon deck. This indticedmeto go upon 
dieck when 1 found the men were swaying op the rojtl 
jnidl, preparatory to making sail for a large fleet under 
our lee. I asked the coasting pilot what fleet it was ? He 
answered " The Baltic fleet under convoy of the Serapis <^ 
44 guns, and the Countess of Scarborough of 20 guns." A 
general chase then commenced of the Bon homme Richard, 
the Vengeance, the Pallas, and the Alliance. The latter 
ship being then in sight after a separation from the squadron 
of neofly Hnee wec&s, hut which ship, as nsool, diereguded 
tiie private signels of Ihe Cooiniodore. At this time onr 
fleet headed to the northward, with a light breeze, Flambo- 
roogh head being about two leagnes distant* At 7 P. M. it 
was evident the Baltic fleet perceived we were in chace, 
from the signal of the Serapis to the merchantmen to stand 
in shore. At the same time the Serapis, and Countess of 
Scarborough, tacked ship, and stood uti' shore, with the in- 
tentian of drawing off o«r atteMdon from the convoy. When 
these ships had separated from the ooBTOvahoattwomile^ 
they agsdn tacked and stood in shore after me merchantmeBk 
At about eight, being witliin hail« the Serapis demanded, 

what ship is that ? He was an«wered, " I can't hear what 
you say." immediately after the Serapis hailed again, 

what ship is that ? Answer immediately, or I shall be under 
the necessity of firing into you." At this moment I received 
orders from Commodore Jones to commence the action with 
a hffoadside, which indeed appeared to he simnltaneous on 
board bolii ships* Oar position beins to windward of the 
Serapis we passed a-head of her, and the Sempis comii| 
ttp on oar larboard quarter, the action commenced abreast m 
each other. The Serapis soon passed ahead of the Bon 
homme Richard, and when he thou«j;ht he had gained a dis- 
tance sufficient to go down athwart the fore foot to rake us, 
found he had not enough distance, and that the Bon homme 
Richard would be aboard him, put his helm a-lee, which 
brought the two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Richard, 
havhighead way, ran her bows into (he stem of the Sempb* 
We Ittd remained m this sitnatioii bolf a few mmntos wnen 
we were agftin hailed by the SerapiS) ^ Has yonr ship stradt f** 
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To which Captain Jones answered, " I have not yet begun 
to fight." As we were unable to bring a single gun to bear 
upon the Serapis our top-sails were backed, while those of 
the Serapig being ^ed, the ships separated. The Serapis 
wore ttlmt RMKid Ufoo her Md, and her jih4NMai rm 
into the mizen riggiiig of the Bon homme Richard ; io lilis 
Otaation the ships iNffe made ItittdgBlher with a hawser, the 
bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizen-mast of the Bon homme 
Richard, and the action recommenced from the starboard 
sides of the two ships. With a view of separating the ships, 
the Serapis let go her anchor, which manceuvre brought her 
head, aiM the 816111 of the QoahoauBe Richard to the wind, 
vfaile the ihipf laj closelj preieed agaimt each other* A 
Mnndty in naval combats was now pieteotod to maiij wit* 
MMes, but to few admirers. The rammers were run into 
the respective ships to enable the men to load after the lower 
ports of the Serapis had been blown away, to make room for 
mnnine out their guns, and in this situation the ships re- 
mained ontil between 10 and 11 o'eleck P* M* when the 
eneag^BMBt tennioatod bj the snnsnder of the Scxapis. 

Frooi the cenuneocement to the termination of me actieii 
there was not a man on board the Bon homme Richard igno- 
rant of the superiority of the Serapis, both in weight of 
metal, and in the qualities of the crews. The crew of that 
ship was picked seamen, and the ship itself had been only a 
few months ofif the stocks, whereas the crew of the Boo 
hoBune Richard conriatedof part Ameriean, English, and 
l^renob, and a part of Maltete, rortagiieie,and Malays, these 
latter contributing by their want of nafalakiU, and knowledge 
of the English language to depress rather than elevate a 
jnst hope of success in a combat under such circumstances* 
Neither the consideration of the relative force of the ships ; 
the fact of the blowing un of the gun deck above them by 
die tMirBting of two M the 18 ponnden, nerte alann thai 
An afaap waa linking, could depreei the aidor, or change An 
de ieiUM Pation of the hiave Captain Joiu his officers and 
Bin* Neither the repeated broadsides of the Alliance, 
giyen with the view of sinking or disabling the Bon homme 
Richard, the frequent necessity of suspending the combat to 
extinguish the flames, which several times were within a few 
inches of the magazine, nor the liberation by the ma8ter>at- 
annaof nearlySOOjpriionen, oonldchanae orweaken thenor* 
peie of tte Anewcan commander* Atthemoinentof Hm 



liberation of the prisoners, one of them, t eommander of a 

20 gun ship taken a few days before, passed through the 
porte on board the Serapis, and informed Captain Pearson 
that if he would hold out only a httle while longer, the ship 
alongside, would eithcrstrike orsink, and that all the prison- 
ers had been released to save their lives ; — the combat was 
•ccordiiMlj continued witfi renewed ardk>r, by theSerapis* 

The fire frem tlie tops of the Bon .homme Riclitni was 
Conducted with ao much aldll and eflect aa to deatroy alti« 
mately every man who appealed upon the quarter deck of 
the Serapis, and induced her commander to order the sanri- 
▼ors to go below. Nor even under shelter of the decks wera 
they more secure. The powder moiikies of the Serapis 
finding no officer to receive the 1 8 pound cartridges brought 
from the magazines, threw them on the maiu-Ueck, and went 
for more* Theae cartridges being scattered along the deck 
and numbeia of them bnMBen^ it ao happened that aome of 
faand-^nades thrown firom the main-yard of the Boa 
homme Richard, which was directly over the main-hatch of 
the Serapis, fell upon this powder and produced a most awful 
explosion. The effect was tremendous ; more than 20 of 
the enemy were blown to pieces, and many stood with only 
the collars of their shirts upon their bodies. In less than an 
hour afterward, the flag of England, which bad been nailed 
to the mast of the Serapis, was struck by Captain Pearson^s 
•ms hand^ aa none of his people would venture aloft on thii 
duty; andCfaiatooiHienniofe than 1500 persona weie wit- 
nesaing the conflict and the humiliating tennmutkm of il^ 
from Scarborough, and Flamborougb head. 

Upon finding that the flag of the Serapis had been stnick, 
I went to Captain Jones, and asked whether 1 might board 
the Serapis ? to which he consented ; and jumping upon the 
gun-wale ; seized the main-brace pennant, and swung myself 
upon her auarter-deck. Midshipman May rant followed with 
a party or men, and waa knmediatelj ran throogh the thi^ 
with a boarding pike by some of the enemy stationed m 
the waist, who were not informed of the surrender of their 
ship, i found Captain Pearson standing on the leeward aide 
of tlic quarter deck, and addressing my?elf to him, said, — 
" Sir, 1 have orders to send you on board the ship along 
side." The first lieutenant of the Serapis coming up at this 
moment inquired of Captain Pearson, whether tlic ship 
along side had struck to liim ? To which I replied, " No, 
Ffir, the contrtu^, lie has struck to uaw'' Tlie heotenant rc* 
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newing his inquiry, have you struck, Sir? wa» answered, 
•'Yes, T ha%*c." The lieutenant replied, "1 have noUiing 
more to say," and was about to return below, wlif ri I informed 
him he rmust accompany Captain Pearson on board the ship 
along aide. He said, if you will permit mc to go below, 
Iwiudicme the firing of tne loirer deck guns.^' Tbis le- 
quest iffts refined, and wifli Captain Pearson, was passed 
over to tlie deck of the Bon honime Ricbard. Orders b«ing 
sent below to cease firing, — the engagement terminated, after 
a most obstinate contest of three hours and a half. 

Upon receiving Captain Pearson on board the Bon honune 
Richard, Captain Jones gave orders to cut loose the lashings, 
and directed me to follow him with the Serapis. Perceiving 
tbe Bod bomme Richard leaying the Serapis, I lent one <n 
the qfoarter-nmateiv (o aacertain whether the wheel-rripes 
were cat away, supposing something extraordinary must be 
the? matter, as the ship would not pay off, although the head 
sails were aback, and no after sail; the quarter-master rc- 
tannng, reported that the whccl-ro^es were ail well, and the 
beim hard a-port fii:ctted hj th» eitraoidinary circum- 
stance, I jumped off the binnacle, where I had been sitting, 
and fiJKng upon the deck, found to my astonishment I bad 
the use of only one of my legs : — a splinter of one of the 
guns had struck, and badly wounded my leg without my . 
perceiving the injury until this moment. I was replaced 
upon the binnacle, when the sailing-master of the Serapis 
coming up to me obserred, that from my orders he uidged 
I most be ^pnorant of the ship hemg at anchor. Noticing the 
aecond lieatenant of the Bon bomme Richard, T directcaUm* 
to go below and cut away the cable, and follow the Bon hommc 
Rirhru d with the Serapis. 1 was then carried on board the 
Bon homme Richard to have mj wound dressed* 

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, Oct. !2th, 1779. 

Alettcr from Capt. Richard Pearson, of his Majesty's ship 
Scrapie to Mr. Stephens, of which the following is a copy, 
was yesterday received at this office* 

. Futtu, f^rtnek /V%al«, m C^ngrm > 
termce, Texd^ Oddfter. 6#A, 1779. $ 

Sia, 

You wiii be pleased to inform the Lords^ Commisaion' 
eiaef the Admiralty, that on the 23d ult«, being close in 
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with Scarborough, about 4 o'clock, a boat came on board 
with a letter from the bailiifs of that corporatioD, giving in- 
formation of a flying squadron of the enemy's ships bein^ 
on the coast, and a part of the said squadron having been 
seen from thence the day before, standing to the southward. 
As soon as I received this intelligence J made the signal for 
the convoy to bear down under my lee, and repeated it with 
two guns; notwithstanding which the van of the convoy 
kept their wind, with all sail stretching out to the south- 
ward from under Flamborough Head, till between twelve 
and one, when the headmost of them got sight of the ene- 
my's ships, which were then in chase of them ; they then 
tacked, and made the best of their way under the shore for 
Scarborough, &c. letting fly their top-gallant sheets, and 
firing guns ; upon which I made all the sail I could to wind- 
ward, to get between the enemy's ships and the convoy, 
which I soon effected. At I o'clock we got sight of the 
enemy's ships from the mast-head, and about 4 we made 
them plain from the deck to be three large ships and a brig, 
upon which 1 made the Countess of Scarborough a signal to 
join me, she being in shore with the convoy. At the same 
time I made the signal for the convoy to make the best of 
their way, and repeated the signal with two guns : I then 
brought to, to let the Countess of Scarborough come up, and 
cleared ship for action. At half past 5 the Countess of 
Scarborough joined me, the enemy's ships bearing down 
upon us with a light breeze at S. S. W., at 6 tacked, in or- 
der to keep our ground the better between the enemy's 
ships and the convoy : soon after which, we perceived the 
ships bearing down upon us to be a two-decked ship and 
two frigates, but from their keeping end on, and bearing 
upon us, we could not discern what colours they were un- 
der; at about 20 minutes past 7 the largest ship of the 
three brought to on our larboard bow, witliin musket-shot. 
I hailed h?m and asked what ship it was ; they answered in 
English, " The Princess Royal." I then asked where they 
belonged to, they answered evasively ; on which 1 told them, 
if they did not answer directly 1 would fire into them; 
they then answered with a shot, which was instantly return- 
ed with a broadside; and after exchanging two or three 
broadsides he backed his topsails, and dropt upon our quar- 
ter within pistol shot, then filled again, put his helm a-wea- 
ther and run us on board upon our weather quarter, and at- 
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tempted to board us, but being refNilied, he aheered off; 
xipon which I backed our topsails, in order to get square 
with him ^gain, which, as soon as he observed, he Uien filled, 
put his helm a-weather, and laid us athwart hause; bis 
mizen-shrouds took our jib-boom, which hung him for some 
time) until at last it gave way, and we dropt along side of 
etch other, head end stem, wbcd the flake of our ipare an-^ 
chor hookiiig h» quaK^ we hecame so cloee fere and aft 
tiiat the muzzlea of okP guns touched each other'js sides* 
In this position wc engaged firoin half past 8 till half past 
10, during which time, from the great quanlity and vanety 
of combustible matters which they threw in upon our decks, 
chains, and in short, into every part of the ship, we were on 
fife no less than ten or twelve times in ditfcreut parts of tlic 
ship, and it was with the greatest difficulty and exertion imagi- 
iiaeleattiRies.thatwewereebletoKetiteKtingaidied. Atue 
same time the largest of the two IH^tes kept sailing round as 
the whole action, and raking us fore and aft, by which means 
she killed or wounded almost every man on the quarter 
and main decks. About half past y, either from a hand- 
grenade being thrown in at one of our lower-deck ports, or 
from some other accident, a cartridge of powder was set on 
fire, the flames of winch ranning from cartridge to cartridge 
nU the way aft, blew tup the whole of the people and om* 
cers that were qoartered abaft the main-mast ; from wBch 
unfortunate circumstance all those guns were rendered use- 
less for the remainder of the action, and I fear the greatest 
part of the people will lose their lives. At 10 o'clock they 
called for quarters from the ship alongside, and said they 
had struck ; hearing this I called upon the captain to know 
. ,if he had struck, or if he asked for quarters ; but no answer 
being made, after repeating my words two or time times, 
I <^ed for (he boarders, and ordered them to board, which 
tiiey did, but the moment they were on board her, they dif- 
covered a superior number laying ander cover with pikes 
in their hands ready to receive them, on which our people re- 
treated instantly to their guns again till past 10, when the fri- 
gate coming across our stern, and pouring her broadside into 
us again, without our being able to bring a gun to bear on her, 
T found it in vain, and indeed, impracticable, from the situa- 
tion we were in, to itand oat any longer with the least pros- 
pect of iQGcefl8« I therefore atnick, (oar main-mast at the 
t$BMt time went by the board.) The Ist lieutenant and 
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tuyseh were immediately escorted into the ship along side, 
when we found her to 4}c an American ship of war, called 
the Bon homme Richard ^( 40 guns and 375 men, com- 
manded by Capt. Paul Jones, the other frigate which en- 
gaged us, to be the Alliance of 40 guns and 300 men ; and 
the third frigate which engaged and took the Countess ol 
Scarborough, after two hours action, to be the Pallas, a 
French frigate of 32 guns and ST^jfipen, the Vengeance an 
armed brig of 1 2 guns and-70 mek»yHill in Congress s^vice, 
and under the command of Paul Jones. They fitted out 
and sailed from Port L'Orient the latter end of July, and 
came north about ; they have on board 300 English prison- 
ers, which they liave taken in different vessels in tlieir way 
round since they left France, and have ransomed some 
others. On my going on board the Bon homme Richard, 
. I found her to be in the greatest distress ; her counters and 
quarter on the lower deck entirely drove in, and the whole of 
her lower deck guns dismounted, she was also on fire in two 
places, and six or seven feet water in her hold, which kept 
increasing upon them all night and the next day, till they 
were obliged to quit her and she sunk, with a great number 
of her wounded people on board her. She had 306 men 
killed and wounded in the action, our loss in the Serapis 
was also very great. My oflicers, and people in genera^ be- 
haved well, and I shoulu be very remiss in my attention to 
their merit, were I to omit recommending the remains of 
them to their Lordships' favor. 

Herewith I enclose you the most exact list of the killed 
and wounded 1 have as yet been able to procure, from my 
people being dispersed among the different ships, and hav- 
ing been refused permission to muster them there are, I 
find many more, both killed and wounded, than appears in* 
the enclosed list, but their names I find as yet impossible to 
ascertain ; as soon as I possibly can, I sliall give their Lord- 
ships a full account of the whole. 1 am, Sir, &c. 

R. Pearson. 

A more perfect idea of the dreadful havoc on board the 
Serapis may be obtained from the official list of the wounded 
prisoners taken in that ship ; and it may gratify the curiosity 
of those readers who arc desirous of learning more particu- 
larly the multiplied afflictions to which persons engaged in 
naval warfare are exposed : 
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Lut oj' Tnom^dmk pritomers on board the Serajjii , 



James Clerk, 
Richard Angel, 
John RobertflOD, 
Abrabam Coraisb, 
Jobn RobertiOD, 
William Rogers, . 
Leonard Addison, 
Richard Williams, 
James Ashworth, 
Jobn M*Lmii, 
Cumbcrhinfl Waid, 
Charles J ebb, 
Richard Mason, 
Benjamin Rashton, 
William Hudson, 
Edward Moiigui, . 
Mr. Brownbul, 
Mr. Wightman, . 
Robert Ozord, 
Mr. Bannatyne, Surgeon y 



September dOUh 1779. 

thigh fractured, 
wounded liand. 
wounded hand, 
vomded 1^ tod ic<ypcbed. 
wojonded leg^. 
wounded arm. 
wounded leg^?. 
wounded shoulder, 
wounded shoulder. 

'woonded side. 

woaaded tbig|i and scarcbed. 

arm shot off and mncb acorcbed. 

wounded arm. 

wounded shoulder and scorched, 
wounded shoulder, 
woemded abaulder. 
wounded am and 

both nrms wounded, 
scorched slightly, 
fiogero slightly scorched. 



Mr. KiCcheo. 

jiUfJIfaKf, mncb scorched«ilbe face. 

St:;phen MaQOt, 
John Clark, 
Thomas Rubbjsh, 



Charles Brooks, 
-Jobn CampbeU, 
Cbariet Dans, . 

William Pubbelon, 
Anthony Franks, . 
liobert Man, . 
John Oliver, 
Thomas Mersell, 
Winiam Quernaj, 
tSanmel Davis, 



wounded back, 
wounded wrist, 
wounded shoulder, 
shoulder much bruised, 
sbot hi ttie band, 
woooded banoeb. 
ai^b the back, 
arm amputated, 
leg wounde*!. 
shot in the back, 
arm and thigh wounded, 
tlightlj woimded. . 
■m aiid tfaig^ woonded. 
aim and breait woooded. 



HanjUook, 

T^e foUoming miserahfy tewrehidm 



Abraham Portsmoatb. 
Mr. Mycock. 
Mr. Popplewell. 
Thomas Rivers. 
W&Uian Bennet. 
iiwpbSpriDgale. 



William Searcher, 
Thomas Sand well, Boy. 
Benjamin Pickersg^l. 
Thomas Hyslop. 
ittemy Murphy. 
Cbaries ' 
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Joha Lawreuce. ^ Richard Sealon. 

George Lever. Alexander Hutchinsou. 

James Caw. William Crow. 

John Paul. Thomas Weeks. 

Robert Ingram. John Ashby. 

James Hall. Seven or eight Lascars. * 

Dead of their wounds, 

Mr. Brown, MastenMate. Patrick Sulivan. 
Mr. Plaice, Boatswain. John Ellison. 

John Jones, Marine y Private. John Appleby. 

Edward Venion. Michael , Gipt. Seroant, 

Besides one or two others whose names could not be ascer- 
tained. 

WM. BANNATYNE, English Surgeon. 

*^ Hague, Oct, I3th, 1779. Sir Joseph Yorke^the British ambas- 

sador, presented the following memorial to their High Migh- 
I tinesses, on the dth inst. 

High and Miohtt Lords, 
The undersized, ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary of the King of Great Britain, has the honor to com- 
municate to your High Mightinesses, that two of his Majes- 
ty's ships the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough, ar- 
nved some days ago in the Texel, having been attacked and 
taken by force, by a certain Paul Jones, a subject of the 
king^ who according to treaties and the laws of war, can 
only be considered as a rebel and a pirate. The under- 
* signed is therefore in duty bound to recur to your High 

Mightinesses, and demand their immediate orders that those 
ships with their officers and crews may be stopped, and he 
especially recommends to yourhumanity,to permit the wound- 
ed to be brought on shore, that nroper attention may be paid 
to them, at the expense of the King his master. 

I ' YORKE. 

* Resolutions of their High Mightinesses relative to PaulJones'^s 

squadron and prizes^ delivered to the English ambassador 
at the Hague, on the 25th October, 1779. 

That their High Mightinesses, being informed that three 
frigates had lately arrived at the Texel, namely, two French 
and one called an American, commanded by Paul Jones, 
bringing with them two prizes taken by them in the open 
sea, and called the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough 
described in the ambassador's memorial. That their High 
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Mightinesses having for a century past, strictly observed the 
following maxim, and notitied the same by placards, viz. that 
they will in no respect whatever pretend to judge of the le- 
gaUtj or UlegMity of the actioos of those who have on the 
miBtexk sea taken any Teaiete wbich do not belong totbia coun- 
try, and bring them into anj of the ports of this republic; 
tluit they only open their ports to them, to give them shelter 
from storms or other disasters: and that they oblige them 
to put to sea again with their prizes without unloading or 
disposing of their cargoes, but letting tliem remain exactly as 
when they arrived. That their High Mightinesses will not 
eikainine whether tiie prizes taken by tl^ three firigates in 
question belong to the French or to the Americans, or whe- 
ther they are legal dr illegal prizes, but leave nil that to be 
determined by the proper judges, and will oblige them to put 
to sea, that they may be liable to be retaken, and by that 
means brought before the proper judge,particularly as his ex- 
cellency the ambassador must own he would have no less a 
ri^ to recihim tfie above mentioned shipB if the^f had been 

Jimrate property, than as they have been king's sups ; there- 
ore their High Mightinesses are not anthorwed to pass judg- 
ment either upon these prizes, or the person of Paul Jones; 
that, as to what regards acts of humanity, their High Mighti- 
nesses have already made appear how ready they are to show 
them towards tlie wounded on board of the vessels, and that 
tiiey haTe gpven orders accoidinghr. That an eitract of the 
present resolution be ^ven to Sir Joseph Yoike by the agent 
Vander Burch de Spierimhock* 

Bixtract of a memorial pmmted by Sir Joseph Yorke^ his 
MajtttyU mAoitadir oiih» Hague, to their High Mighti^' 
n€tfe«i rtquitsting the deHoering %qt the Serapi^tmid Gnoi- 
i€8$ oj 8earbw9ughy takmh^ Pond Jones. 

High ahd Migbtt Lords, 
In thaiddng your High Mightinesses for the orders which 
TOUT humanity dictated relative to the wounded men on 
bofltrd the two king's ships, the Scrapis and the Countess of 
Scarborough, I cannot but comply with the strict orders of 
his Majesty, by renewing in the strongest and most pressing 
manner his request that these ships aiM their crews may be 
stopped and delivered up, which the pirate Paml Jones, of 
Scotiaiid, iiho is a rebel subject and a crinu^ the state, 
Ins tOcen. 
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i3t; 

The King would tiiiiik he derogated from hiB own dignity, 
as well as that of your High Mightinesses, were he to enter 
into the particulars of a case so notorious as that inNquestion. 
or to set before the eyes of the ancient friends and allies of 
bis crown, analagous examples of other princes and states, but 
will only remark that all the placards even of your High 
Mightinesses require that all the captains of foreign armed 
vessels shall, upon their arrival, present their letters of 
marque, or commission : and authorizes, According to the 
custom of admiralties, to treat all those as pirates whose let- 
ters are found to be illegal, for want of being granted by a 
sovereign power. 

The quaUty of Paul Jones, and all the circumstances of 
the affair, are too notorious for your High Mightinesses to be 
ignorant of them. The eyes of all Europe are fixed upon 
your resolution ; your High Mightinesses know too well the 
value of good faith not to give an example of it in this essen- 
tial rencontre. The smallest deviation from so sacred a rule 
by weakening the principle of neighbours may produce serious 
consequences. 

Joseph Yorke, 
Done at the Hagut, Oct,29lh^ 1779. 

The answer Kvhich their High Mightinesses caused to be 
piven to the above memorial was in brief : — ^^tliat the/ wiJ) 
in no respect take upon them to judge of the legality or ille- 
gality of tliose who have on the open sea taken any vessels 
which do not belong to their country ; that they only open 
their ports to give tliem shelter from storms, or other dis- 
asters ; and that they oblige them to go to sea again with their 
prizes, without suffering them to unload or dispose of any 
part of their cargoes, that they may be liable to be retaken 
in the same state they were taken ; but do not think them- 
selves authorized to pass judgment upon those prizes, or the 
person of Paul Jones.'* 

A statement of Mr, Van Berckel, Grand Pensionary of Am- 
sterdam, and of Mr, Dumas J Agent of the United States in 
Holland. 

The Commodore John Paul Jones commanding a light' 
squadron, equipped at the expense of his most Christian Ma- 
jesty, under the flag and commission of the United States of 
America, made sail from France, August the 14th. 1779: 
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aboQtliie nme Enettat tbe nuidcoiiiiiiiM>d fleeta of France 
and Spain of 66 Tesaeb of £e fine under the command of 

his excellency (he Count d'Orvilliers appeared in the chan* 
iiel between France and England. As they expected that a 
French army, under the protection of this fleet would nnakc 
e descent upon the southern coast of England, the Commo- 
dore having a carte-blauche, beUeved it to be his duty to 
make e atnn| diTeriioD in order to fiiciiitate the enter- 
prise* To On e^t he alaimed and iualted (he coast 
and ports of the enemy from Cape Clear along the western 
coast of Ireland, by the north of Scotland, to Hull, the east 
of England. In the course of this service, as difficult as im- 
portant, he made many armed captures, and destroyed a num- 
ber of merchant vessels belonging to the enemy. The great 
object of the Conunodore was to intercept the British fleet 
retaining firom the Baltic, and conseanentlj to deprire the 
enemy of the means of equipping tneir Yessels of war* 
There is every reason to believe that he would have com- 
pletely effected this object, if he had not been abandoned 
on the coast of Ireland by a considerable part of his forces, 
and if his fri^te, the Bon homme Richanl, had been in the 
least amisted in this memorable combat with the Serapis, a 
two-decker, and against tiie fir^te the Countess of Scar> 
borough. But after the Commodore bad fought these two 
vesaels during one hour, the distance of pistol-shot, whilst 
the rest of his forces sheltered themselves from any damage 
notwithstanding the advantage of tlie wind, the American 
frigate the Alliance traitorously hred three broadsides of 



albir die ADtance took care not to eipose herself to re- 
ceiTe a single shot, nor to have a single man killed or wound- 
ed on boara. The Bon homme Richard was, during three 
hours, lashed to the Serapis, and after the battle, which lasted 
four hours, sunk, riddled as a vessel had never been before. 
The battle taking place at one league from Scarborough it 
was not possible, under tbe eircQmstuieei abore mentiimedy 
to bmder tbe entrance into that port, of the enemy's convoy, 
which arrived in safety. 

Tbe Commodore entered the Texel with the remainder of 
Iris squadron, and his two last prizes, the 3d of October, 1 779. 
The one half of the crews, as well of the Bon homme Rich- 
ard as of the Serapis having been killed or wounded, the 
Commodoru addressed himself to their High Mightin^Bses 
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ioi permission to establish a hospital at the Heldcr, m order 
to cure his wounded. But the Magistracy of thejplace being 
opposed, thdr Hig^ Hightinesges assigned for ttts purpoie 
rae Ibrt of the Teiel, and as the Commodore had the per- 
mission to garrison the foi^ by a detachment of his soldiers, 
he granted a commission of commandant of the place, for 
as long a time as was necessary, to one of his officers. The 
combined fleet having entered Brest, the English, filled with 
the terror of an invasion, with which they perceived them- 
selves menaced, let loose all liieir aiiiiiioii^ a^idit fte*Goin- 
inodore. The English ambassaddr at the nagiie, 1»7 Ifc 
repeated memorials to the States General, did ndt cease to 
reclaim peremptorily the restitution of the vessel of war and 
the frigate taken by the Commodore, and to demand h'ke- 
wise that the Scotch Pirate, Paul Jones^ should be delivered 
up to the King his master. This step of the ambassador 
notincceeding, he did all in his power widi the Magistrates 
and private citizens of Amsieraam to etAulb ikem to lay 
hands upon the person of the Ceumiodore, and to deliver 
him lip to him,— but in vain, — no person had the baseneabr 
ihe courage to undertake his desire in this respect. 

The English despatched many light squadrons to intercept 
the Commodore. Two of these squadrons cruized contina- 
alljinsi^of llinTexel,andof the Ulie, whilst the dtheis 
were stmned m tacb a tmuiner at to eaase the bdief that 
it would be impossible for him to escape. The' tdbject of ijbs 
court of France in causing the Commoddre to enter the 
Texel, was that he might escort from thence to Brest a nu- 
merous fleet, loaded with materials for the Arsenal of that 
poiT, but his situation rendered this service iiiipraciicable ; 
above all, as the minister bad iint taken 'cnte tD keep die 
matter secret. Hie situation of the C^kbknodbre engaged 
the attention of all Euroiie, and ^rofoondly 'iflis^ted tbo.pMi- 
tics of the belligerant powers. But this situaitSon became 
infinitely more critical, when the Prince of Orange deprived 
Mr. Riemersma of tlie command of the Dutch fleet, consist- 
ing of thirteen men-of-war, and sent the Vice-Admiral Rhy- 
ust to succeed him, and to expel the Commodore from the 
TcoDel, in si(pit of die Briliih squadrons. . Ttih et^aged the 
Court of Versailles to send to the ambastedor of France a< 
the Hague, a conmiission from his most Christian Majesty 
for the Commodore, which authorized him to hoist the French 
flag, but to this the Commodore would not consent. On 
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|»s arrival ^ had declared hiniself an ofiiccr ol the United 
$tate|of Acn^ca, lie was not au^orizdi hy CcyigresB to aic- 
€ep.t ^ pflei^ coDiniisBion :-r-In fine, be cobc^yed it W9M 
Die 4isl]^onorable and aisadvantageons as well for himself as 
for America to change his flag, especially under existing cir- 
cumstances. With the exception of tlie frigate Alliance, the 
remainder of the squadron under the command of the Com- 
modore, belonged to his most Christian Majesty, and the 
French ambassador had, in consequence, the ri^t to dispose 
of iheau The Amencfkn inu^er, at Paris, addressed an 
Older to the Commodore to deliver all his prisoners to the 
Frenchambassador; and, to obey this order, the Commodore 
was obliged to deliver also the Serapis and Countess of Scar- 
borough, because the other vessels could not contain the great 
number of his prisoners. The Commodore continued to 
carry the American flag on board the Alhance, and as soon 
as tlie wind permitted, fiie Tiee- Admiral luiTing rendered bis 
stmy in the Tcxel as disagreeable as possible, obliged him 
to set sail in this frigate. The Commodore had the address 
and the good fortune to escape the vigilance of the enemy, 
and the English enraged at this, and also because the States 
General had granted an escort for the fleet which carried 
out the naval' stores from the Texei to Brest, declared, a 
short time afterward, war against tiie United low countries. 
Tbej made use of the stay and the conduct of the Commo- 
dore at the Texel, for the first article of their declaration. 

The facts above stated are of public notoriety throughout 
all Europe, and my motive in giving this testimony to Ame- 
rica in favor of the Commodore, proceeds frpm the desire 
tQ render justice to his zeal and good cpndnct, lor the h'ongr 
aal interest of the United States in (be afiaini which Mffe 
paa» immediately under mj own cogniiance. At "die 
ligqe, March lOth, 1784, • * ' 

E. P. VanBerckel. 
I, the undersigned, knowing not only the exact trutli ol 
all which is above stated, but having been officially present, 
during ueajrly three months, on board the squadr«k 
ail(faiera»dof die Texel, ioibHt to ft with plea^ujce, 0^ 
of Ifarch 1784,at the Ifagiie. 

iL F. Dumas, 

AfpsA of |he Upited Statn of ^Lfni^ca. 

The ImBiaBt rosdt el the iteniUe omtest 
pit filftad iBiiffope and AoNiica witfi 4lie renown of Cepno- 
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dore Jon^. The British govemmeilt was incensed and th6 
nntiooAl pride wounded, at finding one of Hie finest finntei 

in the English navy captoied so near the coest of umt 
Britain, and in the view, moonlight, of numerous specie 
tors. The subjoined comparative statement of the relative 
force of the two ships and their crews, will shew that the 
advantage was decioedlj in iavor of the Serapis : — ' 

S^cmkr, 1779. 

6 1 8-pounden on file lower gun deck, 
14 12 do. middle do. 

14 9 do. do. do. 

2 6 do. quarter do. 
^ 6 do. spar, or upper do. 
1 in each gangway, 

3 6 do. npon tte Ibrecselie. 
380 men and bojy. . 

Force of the Serapis, on the same day, 

20 1 8-pounden on her lower gon deck» 
20 9 do. upper do. 

6 6 do. quarter dO. 

4 6 do* forecastle. 
305 men, and alnrat 15 lascan. 

The officers and men who so gallantly distinguished them- 
selves in this memorahle affair deserve to be immortalized. 
The annexed rofl contains the names of the whole of them, 
htm an official source, and it is with pleasure that the op- 
portunity is embraced of inserting tfaem in a woik nWch is 
a record of the achievements and prowess of tiieir intrepid 
commander. The roll includes also a specification of tfieee 
who were killed and wounded, together with the *' 
countries of which they were natives : 



kou. of the OfieerSf Seamen, Murmesj and Vokmieen, 

served on board the Bon kommt Bid^rd, commanded by 
Cmnmodore John Paul Jmui^m her erwenndem irni 

NaVXS. CoUlfTRT. RaJTK. 

^ohn Paul JoBe8> Scotch, Commodore, 
Richard Dale, Maryland, Ist Lieut. Badly 
nOBfyllinl^ Mass. 2d do. • 
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Laurence Brooks^ 
Matharin Mease, 
— — — Stack, 
I Macarty, 

John Wbite, 
Thomas Potter, 
Nathaniel Fanning, 
Benjamin Stubbs, 
Reuben Chase, 
BeaaoMot Oroube, 
Jonah Carvell, 
William Daniel, 
John Mayrant, 
Robert Coram, 
John L. Wbite, 

Gilbert Wat, 
John Robinson, 
John Gunnioo, 
William Clarke, 
Jacob Tnie, 
Icbabod Lord, 
Daniel IikinMl» 
Thomas Tnmer, 
Edward Garret, 
Thomas Miller, 
William Physic, 
JaoMS Connor, 
Robert Sted, 
Robert Towers, 
William Thompson, 
John Woulton, 
Robert Stevens, 
AHbor Randall, 
Thomas Macarthy, 
Jonathan Wella, 
William Lee, 
John Marphy, 
Jobn Pearce, 
TlMMMtJonoi, ' 
Francis Campbell, 
Michael Longstaff, 
Jieofy Gardner, 



OovaniT. 
Mm. 

N.H. 

do. 
Mass. 
French, 

do. 

Imii, 
American, 
do. 

do. 
Mass. 
do., 
do. 



Badly wounded. 



3d Lieut 
Matter, 

Surgeon, ' 
Purser, 
Lt.Cl. Marines 
lient do. 
do. do. 
Mate, 

Midshipman, Weoaded 

do. 
do. 



IfidaBmDBaBa 



KUlcd. 



do. 
S. C. 
N. H. 
American, 

do. 

do. 
English, 
American, 

do. 

do. 
Man. 
do. 

Engiiab, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Irish, 
SagUab, 

do. 
Scotch, 
Eagliih, 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 
English, 
Irish, 
Englisb, 

do. 

do. 
American, 

do. 



Midshipman, Wounded, 
do. • 



Carpenter, 

Sailmaker, 

2d Gunner, 

Caipeater, 

Steward, 

Boatswain, 

do. 
Carpenter, 

do. 

do. > 
C|r* Master, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Cook, A 
Gunner, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Ql*. Master, 
Gooner, 



Wounded. 

Killed. 

KiUed. 
KiUed. 



Killed. 

KiUed. 



Killed. 
Woundei^ 
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Elijah Perkins, 
Hugh Wonton, 
John Williams, 
John Peacock, 
Stephen Lee, 
John Burbank, 
Josiah Brewster, 
Wilham Sturgess, 
John Thomas, 
John Maden, 
John Haguet, 
Thomas Davis, 
WiUiam Roberts, 
Thomas Knight, 



Names. 

Peter Nolde, 
Gilbert Crumb, 
James Smith, 
Thomas Wythe, or 
Henry Martin, 
Edwitrd Lewis, 
John Brown, 
WiUiam Fox, 
Duncan Taylor, 
John M'Kinley, 
George Walker, 
Robert Hill, 
Lewis Brown, 
James Evans, 
John Earl, 
Robert Dougherty, 
Richard Huguet, 
John Brown, 
William Clisdall, 
James Nicholson, 
John Connor, 
Richard Taylor, 
John Walker, 
George Johnston, 
Alexander Cooper, 
David Pritchard, 
Andrew Ryan, 
Samuel Matthews, 
Laurence Furlong, 



CngUsh, 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 

do. 
Mass. 
Irish, 
American, 
Irish, 
English, 

do. 

do. 
American, 



Surg. Mate, 
Sailmaker, 
Qr. Master, 
Surg. Mate, 
Clerk, 

Master-at-arms, 
Armourer, 

do. 
Cook, 
Armourer, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Carpenter, 



SEAMEN. 
CocirTR¥. 
Swede, 
American, 
English, 
White, do. 

American, 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Scotch, 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Norway, 
English, 
Irish, 
English, 

do. 

do. 
American, 

do. 
Irish, 
English, 
American, 
Norway, 
English, 

do. 

do. ' 
Irish, 
do. 



Kjjujuu- 

Killed. 
KiUed. 



KUled. 
Wonnded. 

KiUed. 



Woaoded. 
Killed. 

Wotmded. 



Killed. 

Killed. 

Woanded. 

Killed. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 



Wounded. 
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Thomas Forrest, 
Jas. M'KiDley or M'Kmsay 
John M. Coffei7, 
Tbonat Mdmj, 
JoliB Colbraith, 
James Riley, 
James Leon, 
Joseph CoDingOD, 
Jones Harahan, 
Joicpk Wien, 
Antoine Alcantara, 
Joseph Mare, 
Joachim Joseph, 
▼incent Isnace, 
Jamet'^mt.'Or Qpin, 
John Weaver, 
Dayid Cross, 
John Turpin, 
John Canico, 
John Bamat, 
John Thompson, 
John Frankford, 
Charles Peterson, 
Daniel Emblon, 



Henjamin GaitUMSO, 
Peter Molin, 
Oliver Gustaff, 
dlijah Johnstone, 
Jacob ~ 



Baptist TravaUier, 
AdUiod^ Jeremiab, 
John Ridway, 
James Powert, 
John Jordan, 
Jeremiah Crooks, 
James Pany, 
Williaai Qamt, 
William LUtera, 
Thomas Davis, 
Peter Richardson, 
Joseph Stewa^, 
Iflaae HolMhair, 
Sannid FtaldMr, 



CoomT. 
English, 
, Providence, 
American, 
Irish, 
Xnglish, 
Irish, 
English, 

do. . 

do. 
Portugal, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

yow-HanipshifC $ 

Aowrican, 

Massachusetts, 

American, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Swede, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
American, 
Swiis. 

BOYS. 

Paris, 
India, 
English, 

do. 

do. 

do. ' 
Ifisfc, 
English, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Wounded. 



WooKled. 
«o. 



Killed, 
do. 
do. 



Whm ill 1 

Wounded 



Wounded. 
Killed. 



do. 
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Tbos. Hoanet, or Hammett 
Stephen Loley, 
John Downs, 
Nicholas Rogers, 
Aaron Goodwin, 
Andrew Mason, 
Nathaniel Kennard, 
William Cullingwood, 
Benjamin Bickets, 
James Cunningham, 
John Holliday, 
James M^Michan, 
Robert Upham, 
Joseph Bartlett, 
William M'Cullough, 
John Kilby, 
William Simpson, ' 
Nicholas Caldwell, 
Jeremiah Evans, 
Richarti Lawson, 
Patrick Q,uin, 
WilUam Earth, 
Daniel Prior, 
Joseph Cooper, 
William Murphy, 
Mark Paul, 
Manuel Qjuilto, 
Robert Lyon, 



COCITTRY. 

, New-Hampshire, 
American, 
New-Hampshire, 
American, 
Massachusetts, 
American, 

do. 
English, ' 
New-Hampshire, 
American, 
Massachusetts, 
American, 

do. 

New-Hampshire, 
American, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Massachusetts, 
American, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Portugal, 
American, 



Laurent Vemess, 
Daniel Swain, 
John Bmssen, 
John Jones, 
Joseph Bums, 
John Duffy, 
John Pinkroan, 
William Knox, 
Abraham M artel, 
Henry Humphreys 
Nathaniel Bailey, 
James Mehanny, 
William Wilkinson, 
Elijah Middleton, 
George Harroway, 
John Jordan, 



ORDINARY SEAMEN. 
Norway, 
English, 
Naples, 
English, 

do. 
Irish, 

do. 

80. 
English, 

do. 

Massachusetts, 

Irish, 

English, 

do. 
Scotch, 
BeqgiJ, 



Wounded. 
KiUed. 



KiUed. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 
Wounded. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 

Wounded. 



KUled. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 



KiUed. 



Killed. 
>younded. 




Digitized by Googl 



145 



Names. 
Francis PerkiiM, 
John Hacket, 
Antoioe Francisque, 
Francoit Doitm, 
Ignace Silvcyra, 
Mnthieu ADtoine, 
Joseph Rodrique, 



COU.VTRT. 

American* 

Eoglisb, 

Portugal, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Aotoine Carriero or Corrifque, do. 



KiUed. 
Wounded. 



Killed. 
KiUed. 



Mathieu Joseph, 
Jean Ignace, 

Jem Pracia, 
Joseph Maurdaf 
Manuel Vieza, 
Thomas Clarkec 
James Fogg, 
Jean Sil?eyra, " 
ManndPriera, 
Jonan Joseph, 
Antoine Fougtade, 
Manuel Antoioe, 
Httthiea Francisque, 
Joseph Ignace, 
Antoine Silvestte* 
Joseph Joachim, 
Manuel Castaino, 
Louis Antoine, 
John MioaDt, 

Geoige Camplwfly 
Joseph Holland, 



do. 
do. 
do. 

do. Killed. 

do. 

English, Killed. 

do. 
Fayal, 
Portugal, 

do. Killed. 

do. 

do. Killed, 
do. 

do. Killed, 
do. KiUed. 

do. 

do. • 

do. KiUed. 
Irish, 

SERVANTS. 
Cook, I Charles Priestly, 
do. 



Cook. 



The following persons, accordine to the roll kept by the 
first lieutenant of the Bon homme Ricbaid, belonged to the 
ship, l)tit for Sonne cause not now known, were not included 
in the distribution of the prize-money : 



Killed. 
Alexander Antoine, 
Jacques Loria, 
John B. Frerry, 
Lewis Role Tomis, 
Jacques Baterga, 
Joham Gorrica, 
Perry Carreau, 



WocrjvDS]). 
Thomas Wat, 
John Lyons, 
George Trefathen^ 
Richi.nl WilHams* 
John M*lntyre, 
Hug:h Euroney, 
Aaron Sinitii, 
Richard Hughes, 
George Johnson, 
William Uamiltoo. 
T 
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RoUof iht OffUitn and Crmafikt F\fimaU Mianee, 
Captain Peter Landau^ October H 1 7 W« 




Peter Landais, . • 

James Dc<?i2:ps, 
John BiK kloy, 
James Linds, . 
John Lachar^ 
Arnold Wiuhip, 
John Swain, 
Arthur Robinsoo, 
John Patten, 
Thomas White, 
Nathaniel Watson, 
Alexander Moorc, 
James Logham, 
Freight Arnold, 
- Park, 
Thomas Ehlenwood, 
James VVarren, 
Thomas HinsdaJe, 
Thomaa Fitzgerald, 
Lewis Larchard, . 
Isaac Carr, 
James Brag^ 
John Green, \ 
James Peter, 
John Orr, 
CbavDcey Wheeler, 
Alexander Darling, 
Thomas Taylor,* . 
John Epet, 
Joseph Fre<lcrick, . 
Robert EmUeton, 
Jacob-Nutter, 
Geoife Fenifick, 

SEAtfSfr. 

James Buright, 
James Haslam, 
George Allen, 
Joseph Plainer, 
John Carebis, 
James Richardson, 
Thomas Luce, 
James Rodjr, 



Captain. 

1st Lieutenant. 

2d Lfcutenant. 

3d Lieutenant. 

MaMseik 

Soigeon. 



Captain of Marines. 
. 1st Lieutenant 

2d Lieuleoant. 
. 2d Mate. 

3d Mate. 
. 4th Mate. 

Master Sail-Maker. 
. Master Carpenter. 

Carpenter's Mate. 
. Gunner. 

Sd Mate. 
. dd Mate. 

Boatswain. 
. 2d Mate. 

3d Mate. 
. 4th Mate. 

Charter Master, 
do. 
do. 

SBAMBir. 

George Cock, ' 
John Doyle, 
John Wethabe, 
John Wire, 
John Sadler, 
Evan Evans, 
John Dickson, 
Thomas Chase, 
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John Pall, 
William Sliackford, 
Gardner Hammoud, 
Charles Hisbert, 
James Chester, 
Samuel Dale, 
John M'Lean, 
John Griivf's, 
Richard Hughes, 
John Downing, 
John ThoDiai, 
John Shnlf, 
Joseph Poor, 
Samuel Nach, 
John CollingtOD, 
John DaTis* 
Kirdand G rifling, 
Honrv Nalander* 
John Diraud, 
James Whitney, 
Samuel Gray, 
John Fraker, 
Patrick Martin, 
Alexander Augut^ 
Jacob Wendel, 
Prince Pattison, 
Jacob Wendel, Jr. 
Abraham Bradley, 
Robert Calder, 
Lewis Russel, 
Benjamin Carr, 
John Kelly, 
Michael Lyons, 
Oibmao Wails, 
Zachariah Ro<i^rf, 
Ebenezer Brown, 
Nathan Dorter, 
William Laper, 
Joseph Still, 
Hugh Fleming, 
Thomas Malony, 
Daniel Moncor, 
Thomas Bayley, . 
John Smith, 
William Scott, 
Willian Neale, 



8EAMSV. 

John Morrow, 
James Forrester, 
Samuel Plait, 
Edward Fltnn, 
Thomas Daane, 
Jacob Arnold, 
John Xeale, 
John Fitzgerald, 
Peter Lunt, 
Jo:>cph Cheat, 
Jeremiah Perry, 
Stephen Tamer, 
Daniel Hancock, 
Robert Smilh, 
Richard Woodron, 
John SimpsoD, 
fharlef Brown, 
John Jones, 
Peter Hreenwood, 
Juba Bludgett, 
Zadock Bell, 
David iron, 
John M'Gaham, 
William Barrett, 
Thom.is Bolton, 
John Sorry, 
Owen Hewitt, 
Thomas Jones, 
Owen Rues, 
Samuel Gethel, 
Walter Dnmphy, 
Juba Bourne, 
Henry Callaghao, 
Elisha Ozal, 
Joseph Scudman, 
Moses Stocking, 
Richard Mowbray, 
John Watkins, 
John Cochran, 
John Leggins, 
Archibald Martin^ 
James Fearam, 
John Blean, 
' Robert Hamilton, 
John Kelly, 
John Lake, 
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SEABfKlf. 

Arthur Bennott, 
Joseph Shillaber, 
Richard Piicimil, 
Ph'^oni « BakeTf 
David Jackson, 
Daniel Knight, 
James Brovm, 
'Ebenczer Edirardi^t 
Ozere Hone, 
Josoph Batter, 
Thomas Walsh, 
James Bounds, 
J6hii KeoDcdy, 
John Mayne« 
George Skipper^ 
Peter Lyons, 
John Kirks, 
Henry Wnghtington, 
Benjamio YoaliD, 
Nathaniel Wanner* 
Henry Wilson, 
Moses Hilton, 
John Adams, 
Abraham Sbatuimdtp 
Daniel Nicholson, 
David Hoye, 
John Dalson, 
Zachariah Bassett, 
Robert Ellis, 



6EAMEN. 



William Taylor, 
Alexander Qa}owaj, 
James Heath, 
Andrew Witham, 
Thomas Andrew8» 
John Ambrose, 
Barry Clarke, 
Samuel Wall, 
Samuel Rodgers, 
Ricliard Parish, 
Benjamin Taylor, 
William M'Cassett, 
Thomas Coi, 
John Hannibal, 
Asher Cranded,- 
Charles Ross, 
Samuel Liu;nber^ 
Richard Luit, 
William Pattoo, 
William Brown, 
Stephen Rodgers^ 
Luther Breck, 
Ephraim Clark, 
Edward Janris, 
Samuel Carroll, 
Joseph Strieker, 
John Diamond, 
Paul Noyes, 
Aleiander Libby. 



SVPCRVUMUURUS. 



Nathan Blodgett, 
Samoel Gmld, • • 
James Daly, • 
, John Holeky, 
Shipman Bangs, 
Fitz Pool, 
Ebeneser PiU, 
Chase Rodgers, 
Benjamin Bowen, 
Peter Adams, 
Michael Baptist, 
John Farman, 
Alexander Ofden, 
Matthew Ingram, 
Joba Spencer, • 



Secretary. 
. Swoon's Mitow' 
do* 
do. 
Clerk. 

do. 
Aimomer. 



Cook, 
do. 

IstSeigeeiiL 

2d Sergeant 
VolimtMr. 
do. 
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The following letters present so interesting a view of. " 
the motives and feelings of Com. Jones both in adverse 
and prosperous circumstances, and of the opinions epter- 
taioed by others of his conduct apd bravery in the matter 
li fe fKed to, that, in justice to his memory, they are now 
made public. 

James Lovsi.l, Esq* 

Sir, Passy, October 17/A, 1779. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of thie instructioos I gave to 
Com* Jones, when it was iDtonded to send with him some 
twnsports and troops, to make descents in Ei^^and. Had 
■at the scheme been altered by the mote general one of a 
grand invasion^ T know he would have cndcavourr'l to put 
some inconsiderable towns to a l)it;li ransom or l>urnt Ihein. 
He sailed without the troops, but he nevertheless would 
have attempted Leith, and went into the Firth of Edinburg 
with that intention, bat a sudden hard %^ of wind forceq 
him out again. The lato provocations, hj the burning of 
Fairfield and other towns, added to the pvecediog, have at 
length demolished all my moderation; and were such ano- 
ther expedition to be concerted, 1 think so much of that 
disposition would not appear in ttie instructions* 

Inatractions to the Hon* Joav Paul Jones, Esq. comman- 
der of the American squadron, in the service of the 
United States, now in the port of L^Orient. 

1, His majesty having been pleased to grant some troops 
for a particular expedition, proposed to annoy our common 
enemy, in which the sea-force under your command mip^ht 
have an opportunity of distinguishing itself, you arc to re- 
ceive on board your sfaipt of war, and the other fessels des- 
tined for that purpose, the troops diat shall present them- 
selves to yoQ, aobra diem such accommodations as shall be 
most proper for preserving their health, and convey them 
to soch port or place as their commander shall d^ire to 
land them at. 

2. When the troops are landed, you are to aid by all 
means in your power, their ooerations, as thej will be in- 
stmcted in Iflce manner, to aia and aapport those jnu may 
make with your ships, that so by this concurrence and miian 
of yoar diflfereiH forces, all that sochncompooiidedftn^gdl 
is cnpnhle q£j may be effected* * 
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5. You arc, during the expedition, never to depart from 
the troops, so as not to be able to protect them, or to se- 
cure their tetreat in caseof a repnlae; and in all events yon 
are to endeavonr their complete re-embarication on iMmtd 
the ships and transports ander your command when the ex- 
pedition shall be ended. 

4. You are to bring to France all the English scanncn 
you may happen to take prisoners, in order to complete the 
good work you already have made such progress in, of de- 
Svering by an exchange the rest of our coimtiymen now 
laagoiuiing in the gaols of Great Britain. 
, 5* As many of your officers and people have lately 
ped from English prisons, either in Europe or America^ 
you are to be particularly attentive to their conduct towards 
the prisoners which the fortune of war may throw into 
your hands, lest the resentment of the more than barbarous 
usage by the English in many places towards the Ameri- 
cans, shdald occasion a retauatipn and imitation of what 
ought father to be detested and aToided, for the sake of hn- 
manity, and for the honor of our country. 

G. In the same view, although the English have wantonlj^ 
burnt many defenceless towns in America, you are not to 
follow this example, unless when a reasonable ransom is 
refused, in which case, your own generous feelings as well 
as this instruction, will induce yon to give timely notice of 
your intention, that sick and ancient pehons, women and 
children, may be first removed. 

Given at Passy this 28th day of Afril. 1779. 

B. Franklin, 
Minister plenipotentiary from the United 
States at the court of France. 

The Hon. Commodore Joins. 

Dear Sir, Amsterdam Oct, ^5tk, 1779. 

I am with your favor of the 20th. The follovring lines 
are an abstract of a letter from the great man at the Hague. 
^ 1 am extremely glad to find that the affair which caused 
me so much uneasiness, has not been followed by any dis- 
agreeable circumstances. I rely confidently op the circom* 
spection of Mr. Jones, and I am well persuaded that he will 
not give occasion for the slightest complaint, and what is 
equally as important, is that he experiences hefe the most 
iavorable treatment* The States of Holland have unani- 
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mously adopted the adfice of the admiralty, which is in per* 
feet conformity with 'that of the particular College of Am* 
sterdam, of which you have been informed. In all proba- 
bility the resolution of the province will bo confirmed on 
Monday by that of the States-General, and the answer higli- 
\j satisfactory for the Congress, transmitted to Mr. Yorke. 
1 leun wiOk great pleaaare that Mr. Janet has receiv* 
ed orders which are agreeable to him, rekti?e to Capt. 
Landais." 

They want herr^ your answer respecting the five desertenf, 
who are seized, and your promise to pardon them when 
you will have them in your power. 

After having read with attention the copy of your letter, 
dear Sir, to hb eiceUency Dr. Fcsnklin, of the Sd of Octo- 
ber, Intended for M. de Capelle, I think it hig^y Improper 
to be sent to the gentleman so as tt is presently, and that he 
most not be acquainted with your complaints against M. de 
Chaumont. 1 think 1 must toll you also, dear Sir, that 1 am 
not in any connexion with this gentleman respecting Ame- 
rica, and that nobody has the secret of my negotiations here, 
besides two great men, with whom this gentleman is not In- 
timate. , He is a very good republican ; but by his circum- 
stances he cannot do any good towards an alliance between 
the two nqiablicB. He is a well thinkini^ private ; but that 
is all, bciog excluded from any share of government in his 
country. This between us. 1 am, ^c. 

Dumas. 

P. S. The great man desires to know when you think • 
to be ready to sail. 

On board the Seraph at the Texel^ OcU 26<A, 177^. 
M. Le Ray De Chaumont, Jun, 
You will pardon, my dear friend, my not having written to 
you earlier since my arrival here ; my silence has not, I assure 
you, been the eSkct of the little misunderstanding which 
onhappily took place between your father and myself when 
he imposed upon me a " Concordat''^ at Groaix, which I 
thought and think still, I dishonored my hand by signing. 
The ticklish and uncertain situation of the politics of this 
country, as affecting the flag of America, has hitlierto so 
much occupied my attention, that I have found little leisure 
to write. My fears in that respect being now entn«ly re- 
mored bj an unanlmoiis lesolation of the States-Gmial 
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r 

4 • 



IBt 

* - that is far more favorable to our cause, than I had reatoo 

to expect ; I employ this breathing space with great plea- 
sure to assure you that mv rf^rd aud aflectioo for all the 
funSAj of de Chaumoiit is nr from duniniahed: I eametUj 
" % wish your fiitlier to give to oblivion tlie past misintdli- 

^ gence. 1 am persuaded that he will now see the imfiio- 

priety of communicating too early the intended enterprises 
and operations of a partizan, and no longer blame me for 
* avoiding free conversations on such subjects. It is not in^ 

deed my characteristic to be free of words. My heart 
however, is no stranger to the sentiinente md doliee of 
friendship, though my situation as a servant of tiie public 
leaves me without the power of obligiiig my private iriendi 
except in the pleasure which I am persuaded they take in 
hearing of my success^ when they have furnished me with 
the means. 

It ailords me pleasure to assure you that I cannot too 
much praise the gallant behaviour of the young volunteer 
Baptifte Tiavallier whom you sent to L'Orient ; in the en* 
gagement a sailor called for a wad in loading one of ttie 
great guns, he furnished him immediately by substituting 
nis coat, which he then wore, and soon afterward, when the 
Bon bomme Richard was on hre, he instantly took oflf hie 
shirt, and dipped it in water and apphed it with great dex- 
terity to smother the flames. 

Present my best respects to Madame de Chaomont and 
to your sisters. I beseech them and yon to love me, and 
that your father will foigive my past fault, which was the 
effect only of my believing th.it he had less confidence in 
mc than he had taught me to expect, and had always said I 
had merited. 

I am, affectionately and truly, &ic. 

I certify that the original, of which the preceding is a 
copy, was duly received by me. 

Lb Rat db Chadbobt. 

Aew-For^, i>ec. 1834. 

t 

Oi hoard Ihe Sernpis at the Texd^ Oct, 26<^ 1779. 
Edward Bancroft, £6<i. 

Mt Dbab FaiBBD, 
Your warm and affectionate letter of ihe 14th is doubly 
welcome; and although it oven-ates and praises my ser- 
vices beyond thor real merits, yet the commendatioo of am* 
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ffcnoT understanding, and from the man whom I entirely 
ove and esteem, cannot but afford me tlie truest pleasnre. 

M. de Ghanmont has written me a vcnr affectionate let- 
ter; bat then be had written ne many equally aflectienale let- 
ten even from the first of oar acquaintance, offering me al- 
wajB the most disinterested services, until that of the 1 4th of 
June, whereof I enclose a copy. He has not yet offered mc 
an apology respecting the dishonorable " ConcordaO^ which 
he afterward imposed upon me at Groaix. I love him how- 
ever, notwithstanding; and as his excellency tells me that 
M* de Chaomont has still a great regard for me,'' that as- 
surance revives all my former friend«iip, and will confirm 
it if you think the answer which I have here inclosed is pro- 
per, and that the deliveir of it will put a finnl end on his 
part to our misunderstanding. At any rate 1 pray you to 
present my warmest respects to the whole family, for whom 
1 shall ever retain a grateful aflection. 

I am happy my dear Sir, in being aUe to assure yon 
that in spite of Sir Joseph,* flie flag of freedom is hi^y 
leepactea indeed at the Teiel* I bad yesterday the honor 
to re ceive authority, by an unanimous resolution of the 
States, and by an order of tlu Prince of Orange^ to land 
as many prisoners as 1 please, to place centinels to guard 
them in ^e fort on the Texci, to haul un the draw-bridge 
of ttiat fort, and to take tfaem away again nom thence when- 
ever I think proper, and dispose of dun afterward as though 
they had never been landeo.—- Huzza, America! 

Captain Landais has been ashore for some days past, but 
I believe is not yet set out from the Helder. 1 understand 
that he has been, and is trying to excite the compassion of 
the people, and in that mode to obtain certificates in his 
favor. It is natural also to conclude that the late captain 
of the Serapis will contuiue to stretch a point and save his 
own credit, if he can, by speaking of damage done to him 
by the Aliianoe* Let them do their utmost. I shall for- 
ward the necessary proof. Yours, die. 

On board the Bon hommt Richard's prize, the ship qf } 
nar Serapis of 44 guns, at the Textt, Oct. 1779* > 

To Madam Lk Ray de Chaumont. 
I can no longer, my dear madam, refrain from writing to 

* Sir Joaeph Yorke, £i:^li8li ttiniiler «t the H«gni«* 



you, although I have not been honored with a line from 
you since my letter from L'Orient, dated 13th June. 

I congratulate you on my late success, because I know it 
uffords you pleasure : and knowing this, is, I assure you, a 
very singular addition to my satisfaction. What has given 
me more pain however than words can express, has been a 
want of confidence on the part of M. De Chaumont after he 
had honored me with strong proof of his friendship and 
good opinion. The " concordat," wliich to my great sur- 
prise, he imposed upon me in the moment of my departure 
from L'Orient, was the most humiliating paper that ever a 
friend forced upon the commander of a squadron, and even 
my success has not wiped off the dishonor of my having 
signed it. 

I am willing to believe that my friend did not see the 
concordat in the same hght, and that Uie idea was not ori- 
ginally his own, but only by him adopted from the misre- 
presentations of persons who were constantly buzzing in his 
ear, and shewing an infinity of theory which they have not 
since been quite so happy in reducing to practice. I say, 
as I verily behevc, that the idea was not originally his own; 
and as I love him still with undiminished and grateful affec- 
tion, I earnestly wish him to forgive the complaints which I 
have made, and to continue towards me his first warmth of 
friendship and confidence. 

My departure from hence is extremely uncertain — my 
destination too is better known to Dr. F. than myself at 
present. Our ships are now in a severe storm. I men- 
tion this only to shew that I can, in no situation, forget 
how much I owe to the polite attentions and friendship of 
the amiable family at Passy, which I beseech you to believe 
1 shall ever remember with sentiments of the most Uvely 
csteem and affection, being very truly, 

Your obliged friend, &c. 

I certify that the original of the foregoing letter, was duly 
received by my mother, 

Le Ray De Chaumont. 

J^'eiO'York, December, 1824. 

On board the Bon homme Richard* s prize, the ship ^ 
of war Serapis,at the Texel, October 2Qth, 1779. ^ 
The Marquis De Lafayette, Paris. 
A thousand thanks to my loved and noble friend for tlie 
very kirid and affectionate letter that he did me the honor 



to write me fiom the Ham, which greatly rewards me for 
the dangers which I have lately overcome. Words are want-^ 
ii^ to express how much I esteem, how highly I yalae, and 
how much 1 wish to merit the friendsliip aod aflfection of 

the American General Marquis De Lafayette. 

1 am very mucli concerned and ashamed to understand that 
my numbers" that you received from L'Orient, were so 
ill composed. It is a proof that their ladyships the Muses, 
however condescending they may be on the banks of the 
Helicon, will not dispense tlieir fiiToars to the sons of Nep- - 
time, especially while they are 

* * Bt bounding billows and rude winds that biuw, 

Altemate loiiM in air, or aank to Moda bolow. 

In truth, my dear General, 1 ixm almost as sorry that you 
have not been able to understand my meaning as if I had 
beeu addressing myself to— a fair lady ! The enclosed 
key will, however, I hope milock me past difficulty, and 
enahle you fully to see what I so mnch wish you to under^ 
, stand. 

I will send you very soon, a little work that shall be bet- 
ter finished than that from L'Orient ; and in the mean time 
a machine to which the present key is adapted, is forwarded 
through the hands of Dr. Bancroft, in case you should have 
spoiled or thrown away the one formerly sent. 

The late brutalities of the Britons in America, tills me 
with horror and indignation. Thev forget that they are 
men and I believe that nothing will bring them to their 
senses but the most exemplary retaliation. Landais is or* 
dered to Paris to answer for his past conduct. 

I wish to answer ¥eiy particularly the three points which 
you have propounded. 1st. I never meant to ask a reward 
tor my services, either from France or America ; conse- 
quently the approbation of the Court and of the Congress 
is all the gratification I can wish for. 2dly. I yet intend to 
undertake whatever the utmost exertion of my abilities will 
reach in support of the common cause, as fiur as any force 
tiiat may in ratare be entrusted to my direction may enable 
me to succeed ; I hope, however, my future force will be 
better composed than when I sailed from L'Onent. I must 
sail from the Texel in course of next month, because 
ships cannot afterward remain herein this road. My des- 
tination or route from hence I yet know not ; but 1 need 
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uot tell you that 1 wish to see your lace ! 3d\y, It is u«>fr 
in yain to say what midit hare htm dose tiro years ago 
witti the force you mealioD ; M I befieve, if properly sup- 
ported by sea. such a ibrce ought yet perform very essen- 
tial service. There is no guarding you know against storms ; 
and one would wish either to avoid or to outsail a superior 
sea force. As I believe you know my way of thinking on 
such subjects, I shall offer you no argument. I know you 
want no prompter. 

I b^ Captain Rkot'f pardon Ibr haying said in Ae ex- 
tract of myjonnel that In the engagement with the Serapot 
he prevented mj ofieen and men in the pilot boat from 
coming to my assistance. I now find that this did not hap- 
pen till the pilot boat had returned to the Vengeance about 
the middle of the action, without having boarded the Bon 
honime Richard according to Caj^tain Ricot^s orders. 1 was 
a litlleveied too, tiiat. Captain Ricot did not cone on Doanl 
'the Bon homme Rielutrd the next day to offer me hit assia- 
tance, when 1 was in the 'greatest imaginable diitren, and 
the signal was flying. But these are trifles — nnd I am much 
more obliged to him for not firing than to Landais for kiUing 
my men and sinking my ship. Upon the whole Captain 
Ricot has acted as became a sensible and prudent officer, and 
ii ft nM& with whom I wish to be fiurtber connected* At 
Ldth he was destined to cover tfie descent, and I am hlfy 
convinced that he would have executed it with great honor 
to himself had not the gale of wind in the critical moment 
rendered the design impracticable. 1 shall correct the error- 
in my letter to the minister, and do his character justice, 
i have a very good opinion of the abilities of Captain Cot- 
tineav, and I wish to be concerned with them both in future 
Willi better ships. Bnt I nuist ipesk plainly my opinioD, 
since tou desire it. I do not think that the desire of gioiy 
was uppermost sentiment in the breast of any captain 
under my command, at the time we left L'Orient. 

-i shall ever be proud to merit the just title of, my deax 
Marquis, 

Your very alFectionate and faithful friend and servant, 6zc. 

I remember to have received such a letter. 

LAraTSTTs. 

Fcbrwry lOM, 1825, 
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Ttxd^ on board.theSeropiSf Abv. &ihy 177d* 
M. Dumas, 6ic. kc, 6lc, 

I ]»Te, my dewSir, yoiur two ettoenied friron of the 3d. 
I aoi much obliged to M . De NaefviUe for his good ioteii* 
tioiis ; but duty nuut take the prdcedence of pleatiiie, and 
therefore I have no desire at present to revisit either Am- 
sterdam or even the Hague. I must wait a more &vorable 
opportunity to kiss the hands of the fair. 

As 1 had the honor to write you fuUpr last night, I have 
nowWery little to add respecting my sitaation, only that I 
bave resolred to send op the purser of the AlNance imme- 
diately to Amsterdam, in order to hasten the sending down 
a few articles that are really wanted, and that can be got 
without any loss of time, and before we get the mast secu- 
red. If the weather permits, what remains to be done, may 
be effected within four or five days \ and then I shall not 
remain idle here. In the mean time I wish the Great Mm 
would order the two French Cntten here to attend our mo^ 
tion. I believe it will not be difficult to penuade them* 

VTith respect to the powers of Captain Pearson, I am con- 
vinced that he has received no authority from Sir Joseph 
Yorice. His powers, however, must be as ample as mine ; 
and I should not, I assure you, have made such a conven- 
tion with him, if Captain Remirsma, on the part of the States- 
Oenere], had not gnren me verbally, free liberty to land tiie 
wounded prisoners, and to guard them in the fort on the 
Texel by my soldiers withdrawn swords and with the bridges ' 
hauled up at ourpleasure; and with free liberty to embark them 
again, and dispose of them as though they had not been lan- 
ded in Holland. You see therefore that my convention with 
Captain Pearson does not bind me to continue the prisoners 
ashore } Tcaa embark Ifaem again whenever I please, and 
it was onJhr intended on my part as % security asainst elope- 
ment. They have hitherto been guarded with the draw- 
bridges hauled up or let down at the sovereign will and plea- 
sure of the '■'Governor General." If my wishes succe^, 
it will afford America matter of exultation ; and at the worst 
we can only lose eighteen or nineteen dangerously woun- 
ded prisoners, which I think wiU be made up by our having 
had possession of a ibrton theTeiel* I shall only add that 
my meaning has been good ; and that I flmught I might rely 
on the guarantee that I had on the part of the States-General 



wUilc wecoulii keep the prisoners I'rom making their escape 
from the fort. 

I am with respect and attachment, yours, kc* 

Alliance, at sea, Dec, 27 th, 1779. 

M. Dumas. 

1 am here, my philosopher, with a good wind at east, and • 
under mj best American colors — so & jon have your wish. 
What may be the event of Ibis critical moment I Know not; 
' I am not, however, without eood hopes. Through the ig- 
norance or drunkenness of the old pilot, the Alliance was 
last ni^ht got foul of a Dutch merchant ship, and I believe 
the Dutchman cut our cable. We lost the best bower an- 
chor, and the ship was brouglit up with the sheet anchor so 
near the shore, that this morning 1 have been oljli^'cd to cut 
the cable in order to get clear of the shore, and that I might 
not lose thb opuortunity of escaping from purgatory. 

1 wish Mr. Hoogland would have the sheet aind best 
bower anchors taken up, that they may be sent to France or 
sold as M. De Neufville may find most expedient The 
pilot knows where the anchors lay, and unless he assbts 
willingly in taking them up, he ought not in my opinion to 
be paid for his services on board her. 

Adieu my dear friend ; prest;nt my best respects to your 
fireside, and to the good patriot, t^c.j and beheve me to be 
alwajrs affectionately, &c. 

The consternation and uproar produced in Great Britain, 
and particularly on the coasts of that island and ol Ireland, 
by the ramon of tfais'miparalleled enploit were amazing. It 
natunJly associated itself in the pablic mind with the de- 
scent upon Whitehaven, and tiie capture of the Drake. 
Orders were eipedited in every direction for ships of wur 
to put to sea in quest of Jones, with instructions to take 
him at all hazarcls. The annexed extracts from newspa- 
pers of that day, will demonstrate what a^ravating annoy- 
ance a single intelligent, brave, and skilful officer, may give 
to a very large portion of the subjects of a great empire. 

London, September 27/A. 1779. 
A letter from Sunderland, dated 20th September says, 
that an express arrived there on the 1 8th from Aymouth, 
with information that Paul Jones was off there, with five sail 
of diipsof war, and 3000 troops on board; ttiaton tiie I9di 
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the^ appeared offSunderland, and came up within two mile?, 
which put the inhabitants into great confusion, as they ex- 
pected them to land ewry hour, or destroy tfie shipB in die 
oarbor. 

Extract of a letter from Stockton, September 2l8t, 

The undermentioned ships have appeared off this place 
under the command of Paul Jones ; we have sent the bearers 
to inform all light colliers thoy may meet with, to take har- 
bor as soon as possible, and there to remain tiJU they re- 
ceive advice of their being off the coast. 

On Satiifday noon two gentlemen of the corporation of 
Hull arrived eipreas at the Admiraltj, with the alarming ac- 
count, that the celebrated American Corsair Paul Jones had 
entered the River Humber on TharMlay last, and chased a 
vessel to within a mile of the pier, where he sunk, burned 
and destroyed, IG sail of valuable vessels, which threw tlie 
whole town and neighbourhood into the utmost consterna- 
tion. He had taken 9 or 10 colliers and other vessels a day 
or two before he appeared at Hull. The following is the 
force of Jones's squadron. 
' A Boston bttilt frigate with 40 gona upon one deck, 
(Jones's ship.) 

A French ship, (an old Indiaman)'of 44 gtins. 

Two American frigates of 32 guns each, new* 

One 20 gun do. 

Two brigantines of 18 guns each, 

And two »mall tenders. 

On Saturday ni^t another express arrived at the Admi- 
ralty from Hub, with the further disagreeable intelligence, 
that Paul Jones's souadron, after having done more mischief 

b the shipping on Friday, had fell in with the Baltic fleet, 
and had taken their convoy, the Serapis man-of-war of 44 

fans, Captain Pearson, and the armed ship the Countess of 
carborough, Captain Piercy, of 24 guns. This action was 
seen by thousands of spectators. The other ships of Jones's 
squadron were making havoc among the fleet, most of which 
however, had taken shelter near Flaroborpugh and the Head. 

From four captured Americana it was macovered that it 
was Jones's plan to alarm the coasts of Wales, Iieland, the 
western parts of Scotland, and Uie North Channel. Jones 
took several prizes on the coast of Ireland, (particularly two 
aimed transports willi stores Ibr New- Yoili,) in the North 
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sea, and near the Firtli of Forth, and liad it in his power to 
have burnt Lcith, but his orders are only to burn shipping. 
His squadron is now but weakly manned, owing to the great 
number ot^ prizes he has taken, and it therefore may fall 
an ea«y conauest to Hie 16 tail of moi-of-war who hare or- 
den to go after hbu 

The Sempit nan-of-war loat her main-mast, bowsprit, 
and mizen top-mast before she stnick, and the Countess of 
Scarborough made an exceeding good defence against one of 
the 32 gun frigates. The enemy's 44 gim ship was not in 
the action, and the Serapis struck to Jones's ship and the 
other 32 gun frigate. 

Expresses also arrived on Saturday from Sunderland, sta- 
ting that Paul Jones had taken 16 sail more of colliers. In 
comeaiience of ttiecaptnre of to many coHiert, and tiie io* 
temption of thetnde, the priee of coab will be enoimoos. 
Instead of haTing the dominion of flie sea, it is now erideot 
that we are not able to defend o«r own coast from depreda- 
tions. 

The master of a sloop from Harwich, who arrived yes- 
terday, saw on Saturday last, no leas than eleven sail of men- 
of-war going in search of Paul Jones, and among them wzi 
the Edgar of 74 guns. 

the emnuiatiott of the km men bekmgiQg to* one of 
Paof Jones's aqnadion, it appears tibat Jones's orders were 
" not to bam anj hotjises or towns. What an example of 
honor and greatoesa does America thus show to in ! While 
our troops are running about from town to town on their 
coast, and burning every thing with a wanton, wicked barba- 
rity, Dr. Franklin tjives no orders to retaliate; he is above 
it: and there was a time when an English minister was above 
it; when an Enghsh mmister would have disdained to make 
war in so villanous a mode. It is a di^race to the nation. 
Paul Jones coeM have burned Lcntfa tfie other day with Ihe 
greatest ease, and another little town near it. 

Yesterday Lord Sandwich informed some Russian mer- 
chantB who waited on him, that 90 of his MnjealjH ahips 
were sent in quest of Paul Jones. 

September 28/A. Captain Pearson who commanded the 
Serapis of 44 guns which was taken by Paul Jones, was ap- 
pointed to the Endymion of 44 guns, lately launched ai 
Limehouse, and Ikting out there for sea, and was coming 
from off hit station in the North sea, to go on board of her* 
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Phitadeiphia^ January imh, ilW, 
Extractor a letter from L'Orient, October 20th, 1779. 
The brave Captain Jones, on the 23d of last month, at» 

tacked the Baltic fleet of 60 sail,under convoy of the Sen|^s 

of 44 guns, and the Scarborough of 20. 

From L^Orient dated October 23d. 

The gallant behaviour of Captain Paul Jones, at present 
engages the whole attention here. In my last I informed 
you that he had the command of a small squadron then on 
a cruize. Ha bailed rouiid Ireland and Scotland, spreading 
terror and devastation in erery part. He took, bamt. and 
sunk a great number of vessels, among tbem a ship bomd 
to Quebec extremely rich. 

On the 23d of September in the evening, he fell in witli 
the Baltic fleet under convoy of the Serapis 44 guns, and 
the Countess of Scarborough 20 guns. The Pallas after an 
engagement of about an hour took the latter, and Jones iu 
Hie Poor Richard attacked the former, — ^they fought for three 
hours and a half, with inconceivable rage; two horns of 
which time they were fast to each other, and almost 
the time one or the other was on fire. The Serapis is a fine 
new ship, sheathed with copper, on an entire new construc- 
tion, and thought to be the fastest sailing vessel in Europe : 
she has two entire batteries, the lower of which is IS nound- 
ers, so that she may be said to be ahnost double the mrce of 
the Poor Richard. 

Eztract of another letter from the same place. 
' The Poor Richard with all the assistance afforded from 
the other ships after the action, coold not be kept' above 

water, and Jones had the mortification to see her go down. 
He has- made a good exchange, but he wished to have got 
the Poor Richard into port, shattered as she waS| as a pic*, 
lure of curiosity and distress. 

Qn the return of the squadron to the Texel, Captain Lan* 
dais propagated a report that he, and not Commodore Jonc?, 
had caused the Serapi« to surrender. To give plausibility 
to the story, he referred to his having raked the British 
frigate, which, in part, was true ; but it was equally true 
that he fired more reDeetedly, and with more ml 9thet 
into the Bon homme Richard ; nor did he, at anv perijod of 
the action, lay ^ Serapis along side, as be was dnrecte^ ^ 

X 
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lake sucli a position as would have caused tlic enemy to 
strike his flag at au earlier moment. Had Landais closed 
with the Serapis, as Commodore Jones did, she must have 
ainiott onoMttelv yielded, and the lives of m^^^J valomUe 
men would have oeen spared. His oauaiioii to amtaice 
the chance offered by the Commodore to secure or destroj 
the merchantmen of the convoy was altogether unpardon- 
able. The vain boa^tini; of C iptain Landais, and his mis- 
conduct during the battle as well as previously thereto, in- 
duced Jones to recur to the Irstimony of the officers of his 
squadron, who had been eye-witnesses of Landais- behaviour, 
and their evidence was collected, in coincidence with the 
aMce of Dr. Franklin, and incorporated in die annexed 
documenti, the tenor of which will remove everjr scruple of 
doubt at to the disobedient and reprehensible procedure of 
the captain of the Alliance. 

Charges and Proofs respecting the conduct of PeUr Lanfktis* 

We, the officers, &lc., of the American squadixmnow at 
the Texel, this 30th day of October 1779, do attest and de- 
clare, upon our words of honor as {gentlemen, that all the fol- 
lowing articles, which we subscribe, respecting the conduct 
of Peter Landais, Captain of the frigate Alliance, are really 
and truly matters of fact. In witness whereof we hereunto 

Xoor names and qualities ; and will, at any time heie- 
r, be ready to prove the same upon oath if required. 

1. The Captain of the Alliance did not take the steps in 
his power, to prevent his ship from getting foul of the Bon 
faomme Richard, in the Bay of Biscay ; for instead of put- 
ting his helm a-weather, and bearing up to make way for 
his commanding officer, which was his duty, he left the deck 
to load his pistols. 

2. When ia chtse of a'ship, suppoted an English East 
Indiaman, on th e d ay of August 1779, Gaplain Landais 
did not do his utmost to overtake that ship, wnich he might 
easily have done before night, but put his helm a-weufber, 
and bore away several times io the day» ailter the Alliance 
had gained the wake of the chase, aiid was overtaking her 
very fast, 

3. Captain Landais behaved with disrespect and imperli- 
uence towards the Commander ia chief pf the squadron, on 
frequent occasions. 
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4. He disobeyed iiis signals. 

'5. He very seldom answered any of them. 

6« He eiprcMod hia fears and appiefaensions of being 
taken on the coast of Ireland} and insisted on leavine sight, 
of it inane^Ualelj, when we had cmiiB^ |here onljr two 
days. 

7. His separation from the squadron the first time, must 
have happened either through ignorance or design ; because 
though he distinctly saw the signal for the course before 
night, yet he altered it, fint two, and then four points of the 
compass before morning. 

8. His separation from (he squadron th^ soccMid time, 
must also have happened through ijiTiorance or design ; be- 
<*ausc the wind being at N. W. and the other ships, to his 
knoxvled^c. lying to, and being astern of tlie Alliance, what 
less tiian separation could be Lhe consequence of tils obsti- 
nacy in oroering the weather main-brace to be hanled UI9 
and the ship to be steered S. W., and S. W. by S., in lhe 
trough of the sea, which was done ikom ten at night, till 
morning ; and he would not then permit the ship to be 
tacked, in order to regain the sqaadron, aa was proposed to 
him by the officers. 

U. Ou the morning of the 33d September, when the Bon 
homme Richard, after being off* the Spurn, camt in iig|bt of 
the Alliance and Palkui,off'Flanboroa^ Head, Captain Lii^ 
daia distinctly told Captain Cottineao, that if it was, as it 
appeared, a hfty gun-ship, they must ran away ; although he 
must have been sure that the ralla8,/rant her heav^ tmling^ 
must have fallen a sacrifice. 

10. In tlie afternoon of the same day. Captain Landais 
paid no attention to signals, particularly the tupal of pre- 
paration, and for the unej which was made with great care, 
and Tery distinctly, on board the 3on homme Richard. 

11. Although the Alliance was a long way a-head of the 
Bon homme Richard, wlien bearing down on the Baltic fleet, 
vet Captain Landais lay out of gun-shot to windward, until 
the Bon homme Richard had passed by and closely engaged 
the Serapis, and then, instead of coming to close action with 
the Owmtess of Scarboiough, the AlUanoe fired at very 
long shot. 

12. He continued to windward, audi a considerable time 
after the action began, fell astern and spoke the Pallas, 
leaving the Countess of Scarboroiig^ in the wake of the 
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ships engaged, and at ijree liberty to i»ke the Bon honnne 

Richard. 

1 3. After the Bon homme Richard and Serapis were made 
fast along side of each other, (which was not done till aa 
hour after the engagement began,) Captain Landais, out of 
vmdut thotj nked &e Boo homme Richard widi croM-bar 
and grape shot, &c., which killed a number of men, dis- 
mounted sundry gam, pat oat the ndeli^ti, and silenced all 
fhe 13 pounders. 

14. The All iance then ran down towards the Pallas and 
Scarborough that were at the time engaged at a consider- 
able distance to leeward of the Bon homme Richard and 
Serapis, and Captain Landais hover^ about there oat of 
gon-flhot, and wiflioat firing, till some time after tiie Coantees 
^ Scaibofooglh had struck ; and then hove down under her 
top^ii, and spoke, first the prize, and tiien the Pallas, adc<- j 
ing a number of questions. 1 

15. At last Captain Landais mndc sail under his topsails, i 
to work up to windward, but made tacks before he (being J 
within the range of crape-shot, and, at the ionEcsty three ' 
qoarten of an Iraar bemre the Serapia struck,) firewi a second 
hroadride into the Bon' homme Richard's larboard 'qaarter, 

the latter part whereof was fired when the Alliance was not * 
more than three points abaft the Bon honime Richard's beam, I 
although many tongues had cried from the Bon homme Rich- i 
ard ti)at Captain Landais was firing into tlie wrong ship, and 
Braved him to lay the enemy along bide. Tliree large signal 
naflMNrM, with proper signu wax candles in them, and well 
lighted^ had alM>, previously to his firing, been hung oTer 
the bow, quarter, and waist of the Bon homme Richard in 
a horizontal line, which was the signal of reconnoisance ; 
and the ships, the one having a high poop, and being all 
black, the other having a low stern, with yellow sides, were 
easily distinguisliable, it being full moon. 

16. The Alliaiice tiien pawed at a very considerable dia- 
tanee "along the larboard or off side of ^ Bon honime Ri* 
chard, and having tacked and gained the wind, ran down 
again to leeward, and, in crossing the Bon homme Richard^s 
bow, Capt. Landais raked her with a third broadside, after 
being constantly called to from tlic Bon honunc Richard not 
to fire, but to lay the enemy along side. * 

17. Sundry men were killed and wounded by the broad> ^ 
^idfli mentioned in the two hat uticles* 

« 
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18« Capt Lndais nerer p«Med on the off tide of Uic 
Serapis, nor codd that ship ever hnag e gvn to bear on the 

AJJiance at any time during the engagement. 

1 9. The leaks of the Bon hommc Richard increased much 
after being fired upon by the Alliance ; and as the most dan- 
gerous shot which tlie Bon homme Richard received under 
the water, were under the larboard bow and quarter, they 
moiC haTO come firom the AUiancey fi>r die Senj^ was on 
the other aide. 

SO* Several people on board the Alliance told Capt* Lon- 
dais, at different timet, that he fired upon the wroog^iliip; 
others refused to fire. 

21 . The Alliance only fired three broadsides, while within 
gun shot, on the Bon homme Richard and Serapis. 

22. The morning after the engagement, Capt. liandaSa 
acknowledged on wmid the Serapis, that he raked eadi 
time with g;rape shot, which he knew would scatter. 

23tf Capt. Liandais has acknowledged since the action, 
that be would have thought it no harm if the Bon homme 
Richard had struck, for it would have given him an oppor- 
tunity to retake her, and to take the Serapis. 

24. He has frequently declared that he was the only 
American in the squadron, and that he waa not mAer the 
ordm of Capt. Jones. 

S5« In coming into the Texcl he declared that if Captain 
.Tones should hoist a broad pendant, he would^ to vtx Ami, 
hoist another. 

I attest the articles number 2. 4. 5. 10. 11. 15. 16. and 
33, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Robert Coram, Midshipman. 

I attest the articlea number 3. S. 4* 5. 9« 10. 1 1. 13. 16* 
16* 17. 19* 31* and 33, to be mattera of fret, and 1 Mieve 
all the rest. J. W. Linthwaite, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 1. 5. 6. 10. 11. 13. 15. 
IG. 17. 10. 21. and 22, to be matters of fact, and 1 believe 
nil the rest. John Mayrant, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 13. 
15. 16. 17.18. 19.90.33«33.and34,tobemattenoffiKt, 
and I betiere all the lest. 

Lieut. Col. Weibert. 
I attest the articles number 3. d. and 11, to hematteiaof 
fact, and I helieTe all the rest. 

Benjamin Stubbs, Midah^man- 
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latterttheajrtiel«siiiiBoiier2.3. 4. G. 10. U. 13» 15. 

and 17^ to be mattern of fact, and I believe all tlievest. 

Thomas Potter, Midshipijaan. 
1 attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 10. 1 1. 13. l^«aild 
19, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Nathaniel Fanmnu, Midshipman. 
1 attest the artidea number 3. 4. 5. 10. U. 13. 15« 16. 
17. 19. and 21, to be matters of fiict, and I beliere all Hie 
resL Thomas LuiniT, Midihipniaii* 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 10. 11. 13. 15. 
16. and 17, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Beaumont Groube, Midshipman. 
I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 10. 11. 15, 16. 17. 

1 8. and 23, to be matters of fact. 

Stack, Lieat o£ Walsh^ Reg. 
I attest ^e arttdes number 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 10* 1 1« IS. 15. 
19f S3, and 24, to be matters of &ct. 

Macarthy, Officer of Walsh's Reg. 
1 attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 15. 16. 17. 18. 

19. and 21, to be matters of fact. 

Richard Dals, First Lieutenant. 
I attest the aitidei number 2, 3« 4. d. U. 14. and 22, 
to be matten of fiict 

Henrt Lunt, Second Lientenant. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 10. IK 13* 15* 16* 
17. 18. 19. and 21. to be matters of fact. 

Samuel Stacky, Master. 
We attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 1 1. 12. 
1 8.* 20. and 2 1 , to be matters of fact 

J AMIS Dboob, Lieutenant, ^ 
John Bucklbt, Master, S Alliance. 
John Larcher, Master's Mate,) 
1 attest to the articles number 11. 12. 14. and 24 ; as to 
the 4th article, I know that he refused to obey the signals 
for going on board the Bon hommc Richard; and witli re- 
spect to the 9th article, I recollect that he said, " If it is a 
snip of more than My guns, we have nodiing to do but to 
ran away.^ 

De Cottineau de Kloouene, Captain of the PaUas. 
I attest the articles number 2. 5. 11. 12. 20. and 22, to 
be matters of iact.' M. Park, 

Captain of Marines of the Alliance. 



* Tbe AUiuM Mvw pMMd on tba off «de of tlM Scnpir 
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J, the subscriber, being sent for by the commoilore on llie 
23d day of September, to repair immediately oa board his 
ifaipi toe Boil iMHnnte Riduurdy fliefe to examine and find 
out llie leaks of bis dup, wliidi was witlun an hour after 

fte ien^agement with the Serapis, an English ship of war, I 
accordingly obeyed the commodore's orders, and repaired 
on board hi<; ship, when, after searching diligently without 
and within the said ship, ! found it was impracticable to stop 
the leaks, the ship's bottom being so much shattered. 
Dated on board the ship Serapis, at sea, Sept. 24tb. 1 779. 

J Anas Braoo, 
Bfasfer Carpenter of the AUiancfs. 

i, the subscriber, late midshipman on board the late Ame- 
rican ship of war the Bon honnne Richard, bat now acting 
in that capacity on board the ship of war the Serapis, which 
sh^ was taken by the Bon homme Richard, on the night of 
the 23d of September last, the same night I was ?tntioTipd 
in the Bon homme Richard's main-top the whole of tlie ac- 
tion. About two iiours after the engagement commen- 
ced, I saw, to my great surprise, the Aliaace come under 
the Boa homme Ricliard'a atem, and fire.heir whole broad^ 
side into the Bon homme Richard ; she then came along the 
off side of the Bon homme Richard and came under her 
bow, when she discharged another volley of both grape and 
round shot, which 1 heard strike the rigging, masts, iic. on 
i>oard the Bon homme Richard. Though previou^^ to the 
Alliance firing the second time into the Bon homme Richard, 
I h«anl some of oar officers and men call to the Alliai^ee, 
Vhich was then within hail, for God^s sake not to fire into 
the Bon hoame Richard, for, said they, you have killed 
severed of our men already. Notwithstanding all this, she 
fired a number of shot afterward into ttie Bon homme Ri- 
chard. But as to the number of men the Alliance killed 
on board the Bon homme Richard, I cannot ascertain ; how-* 
ever, as to what I have written here I can atteat to as a fiiet. 

Given under my hand this 23d day of October, 1779. 

Nathavibl FAmiNa.* 

* An mteQigenC, aMnitiie officer. R« had Um good fortane and tha 
merit of aiding to overcome the enemy stationed in the main-top of 
Hke S«ra|us. He commanded afterward, ajid uiUil the close ol th« 
war, the privatitr Mptt, batotfat tp PiiiMifc > 

J. p. Jmm. 
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I, lute a midshipman on board of Uie Bon homme Richard, 
and aid-du-camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones in the 
action of the 23d of September, off Flamborough Head, do 
certify, that an hour after the commencement of it, I was 
on the main deck, where there was a brisk firing kept up 
until a ship raked us, when I saw two men drop dead, and 
several runr^ng from their quarters, crjring out, The Alli- 
ance is manned with Englishmen and firing upon us." I, 
went up immediately, and saw her pass by us. She then, in 
about two hours time, came under our stem, and while wc 
were hailing her, she fired into our larboard quarter, and 
went ahead of us ; then came before the wind, athwart OHr 
bows, when she was hailed by Capt. Jones's orders, to lay 
the enemy on board, but they returning no answer, were 
hailed once or twice again, to which they answered, " ay, 
ay," and immediately fired several guns, but they being at 
too great a distance to damage the enemy without hurting 
us, when she might have come half as near again without 
any danger of running foul of us or damaging us. But, pre- 
vious to the above mentioned engagement, a si^al was hove 
out from the Bon homme Richard to form a hne of battle, 
to which the Alliance paid no attention, but during the whole 
cruize the Alliance very seldom attended to any of Captain 
Jones's signals. It is my sincere opinion on tlie conduct of 
the commander of the said ship, together with her manoeu- 
vres during the time of action, on the 23d of last Septem- 
ber, that his motive must have been to kill Captain Jones, 
and distress the Bon homme Richard, so as to cause her to 
strike to the Serapis, that he might himself be able to take 
the Serapis, and honor himself with the laurels of that day. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, 
on board the Serapisf lying in the Texel, the 24th of 
October, 1779. 

John Mayravt.* 

* A young gentleman of fortune, of South*Carolina, whose coDduct 
in the en^^agement did him g;reat honor. 

J. P. JOSKS. 

I, late midshipman on board of the American ship of war 
Ic Bon homme Richard, commanded by the Flonorable John 
Paul Jones, at present on board of the Serapis, prize to the 
above ship, do certify, that while at my station in the mizen- 
top, after we had engaged about two hours and a half, I saw. 
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to mj great surprise and astonishment, the Alliance fri^tc 
&re several guns into our larboard quarter. Some time after, 
being ordered from mj tiatioii in the miaen-top on deck, 
I law from the forecastle, the AUiancie ftending athwart our 

bows before the wind. Mr. Linthwaite wai fl^ hailing her 
bj Capt. Jones's orders, to lay the enemy on board, but 
hearing no answer to his repeated hail, I hailed her in the 
same words, '*lay the enemy on board;'' no answer being 
yet made, I asked them if they heard us, to which they re- 
plied, ay, ay," and hred several guns at that distance that 
part of her grape and cannister shot damaged us as well as 
the enemy ; whereai, it is my opinion, bad the Alliance come 
half the distance nearer the Serapia tl|an she did, she might 
have cleared the eneniy's deck, and not have raked the con 
homme Richard. 

Previous to the afore-mentioned engagement, a signal was 
hove out by Capt. Jones's orders to form a line of battle, to 
wiiich no attention was paid on the part of the Alliance. If 
1 may be allowed to give my opinion on the general conduct 
of the commander, together witii the manoeuvres of the said 
ship during the action, it appears to me his motive must |iave 
be^ to distress the Bon homme Richard, so as to cause her * 
to strike to the Sera pis, and by boarding the Serapis to re- ' 
take the Bon homme Richard, and thereb/ claim the lanrek 
of that day. 

In testimony whereof, 1 hereunto subscribe my name, on 
board of the Serapis, lying in the Texel, the 24tb of 
October. 1779. 

Robert Coram,* 

* A brave, ileady officer, of SoaUi-Carolma, whose conduct ia Um 
eneBreinMt'dSd Ida mod hoaor. 

J. P. Joras. 

I, the undersigned, Phiiip Rictft, captaii\^of a vessel in the 
service of the united States of America, and commander of 
the tender Vengeance,* in cooibrmity to the request of Com. 
Paul Jones, my commander, do communicate to him, and 
afiirm to the difrercnt circumstances, hereafter declared, in 
which M. Landai«:, captiiin of the frij^ate Alliance, has, in 
this cruise, appeare d to have deviated from that subordina- 
tion which the service requires. 

I observed, that on the 31st of August, at half past four in 
the afternoon, a signal was made him bj the commodoK 
to chase a sail in s^t, which M. Landais did net obey. 

If 
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The neit day, September li^* the commo^re made him 
a •igral to come 4UMler Ina itcni that he might speak with 
him: this M. Landais did not do. 

The 5th of September the captains of the division being , 
on board of the commodore, according to his orders, M. 
Landais was the only one who refused to go, and although 
Messrs. de Chamillard and Cottincau went on board of the 
Alliance to persuade him to it, he persisted in his refiisaU 

. That, in tiie night of Oie 89d and S4tb of said monlii, 
ddring the engagement between the Bon homme Richard 
and the Serapis, the AUiance remained within cannen^fbot 
of the enemy's ship, from about half past eight till ten o'clock, 
without my having seen her fire. I shall add, that October 
the 1st atci^ht at nij^ht, I received orders from the commo- 
dore to go and tell M. Landais who was to windward, to take 
post aitem of him; to whteh 1 reeeiTed this answer, and 
wUch was repeated hj Liandais himseif : ^ Go tell the 
Coomiodore, that he may go where he pleases*" The ia- 
consiiteiioe of this answer, and his rudeness to me, have 
shice obliged me to testify my dissatisfaction to M. Landais, 
who appeared to have foi^t it. I afhrm to the facts above 
declared. Texel, October 25th, 1779. 

P. Rtcot. 

• The Vengeance was to windwmnl, just out of gun-shot during thtt 
iriMl0ietif«u ThftCtpltfai wwaniulbl«nuiaiidftgo(>dolfio«'. 

J. P. ions. 

These are to certify, that I, Henry I^unt, second lieu- 
tenant of the American ship of war the late Bon homme Ri- 
chard, hot now of the Serapis, commanded bj the Honora- 
ble John Paul Jones, having, on the 3Sd of September 177d| 
been ordered in a pilot boat, with a party of men, after a 
brig, hut some time after I set out from along side, a figiial 
was made for mc to return back to the Bon homme Ri- 
chard, she being then in chase of two British ships of war, 
the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, and before I 
could get on board the Bon homme Richard she commence^ • 
the engagement with the Serapis. It being night, 1 thought 
it not prudent to go along side in time of action* Being in 
the boat near, I had an opportunity of seeing some part eC 
the Alliance's behaviour above three quarters of an hour 
after the action began between the Richard and Serapis, 
The AUiance was to windward of them, and appeared to be 
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lying to, about one mile distant. At the same time the 
PalJas was engaging the Counters of Scarboi cniuh to leeward 
of the Alliance, and out of my sight. Presently after the 
Pallas and Countess of Scarborough had ceased firing, the AJ- 
liiLOce bore down for tliem, and disappeared out of my si^t. 
What sheiHd tttere I cannot tdl ; bat die wai gona^ aa near 
as I can judge, one hoar and three qoartent and then ap- 
peared to me to be going up to assist the Bon homme Ri- 
c hardy but was half an hour from that time before abe 
fired ; and afier slie got ap to tlie Richard and Sempis, she 
tired, and stood oH from them to the eastward some distance, 
and, as near aa I can Judge was gone bettor than iialf an 
hour, tlien returned back jto the Richard and berapis and 
fired again. 

On board Ifae Serapis, at the Teael, 35th of Oct. 177a. 

HKMav LovT** 

* This Mrtlficate of Lieut. Lnnt, who WM ft niMV ipMtBtor, i» of 
griat weight and importance, it being only intht powcrof tfai« g«ntle« 
■■n* cr of Capt. Ricot, wlio in the Veof^etuice w«i aI*o a mere >pecta- 
tatOTtto i^ive a true account of the retpective positions uivl numuiuvres 
of the dupi efi^Bged. 

J. P. Joaai. 

ly the andeiBigned; certify, tliat 1 was extremely surprised 
IB the evening of the 23d lof September, when I did not 
hear the Alliance begin the engagement with the Serapis or' 
Countess of Scarborough, having remarked just before I 
went to the main-top, (where 1 commanded a detachment 
during the action) that she appeared to me to be very near 
them. M. Landais had pressed sail durine; the whole after- 
noon, without orders. M. Cottineau hailed us, and asked 
what station he thoold take during the action, and comphiin« 
ed to M. Jonef, that M. Landais instead of forming the tear 
asit had been agreed, took the van which was his (M. Cotti- 
neau^a) from him. M. Jones, however, made the signal for 
fonning the line; and I well recollect that he caused a 
manofuvre to be made in order that the Alliance might 
clearly see his si^'ial, but M. Landais, as mualy paid no at- 
tention to it, and we all thought the Alliance engaged a lone 
time before us. After ta^iog my station in the main-top, I. 
thought no more of the Alliance, beeause the main-top-sail 
hid her from me. A little while after the Serapis hailed us, 
and 1 then perceived the Serapis and the Countess of Scar- 
boroo^ prettj nigh each other. We immediately began 
the engagement with the Serapis, and 1 did not perceive the 
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Alliance till about two hours afterward, when 1 saw her 
rake us with her whole broadside, a iiitle to larboard of us ; 
9idj at tiM 011116.11016, 1 li6aii a hnndfed TmeesliaUu^ the 
AHianoe, and teHiBg them that it was oo board the Boo 
bomnie Richard she was firing. A moment after she pass- 
ed us on oar larboard side, and it was with difficulty that I 
hindered the people whom I commanded from firing upon 
her. I hailed M. Landais as loud as I could, saying to him, 
^ I beg you will not sink us.'^ I at the 8B-:ie time thought 
that M* Landais was taking advantage of our circumstances 
to destroy M« Jones, and thereby save hunself the ttooUe 
he must have expected for having disobeyed M« Jones ia 
chasing irithout orders, and in edging off to shape a contrar7 
course, when the signal was made to cha«ie ; and on several 
other occasions, such as refusing to come on board the Bon 
homme Richard to consult on the necessary operations, i^ic. 
The Alliance then came athwart our bow, and be^n 
, afresh to cannonade as Terjr smartly ; I then had not the 
least donbt of his intention to sink ns, and should have feed 
on the Alliance in preference to the Serajpis, hot that the 
main-topsail, and other sails concealed her from us. At (he 
instant when they cried that the Serapis had struck, I came 
down, and was informed that the Alliance had killed as a 
number of people, and amongst others, an officer who was 
upon dm Ibrecaslie. in m v opinion there oras not a loal on 
board the Bon homme Ricbara, wlmdid notbdiefetfaatll* 
Landais knew us before he fired, as we were higher out of 
the water than the Serapis *, that it was moon-light, and that 
we had made the signal hj which we must have be«i knoway 
durinj^ the action. 

The first lieutenant of the Countess of Scarborough told 
me some days since, that he had remarked, during the ac- 
tion with the PnUas, tfiat the Alliance was for some lime 
athwart and to windward of them ; that as soon as Scar* 
borough had struck, the Alliance came and hailed them and 
asked them " what vessel that was which wns engag;ed ?" 
He was answered the Serapis." He aske6 her force, hut 
they would not tell him ; he then tacked and shaped his 
course under bis top-sails onlij to jein us. 

Done on board the Serapis in the Tezel, this 27tb of 
Ootober 1779. 

Edward Stack,* Lieotenant of Walshes Regt. 

* 1&. Stadt hid tiie diiliqgttithed adrantage of ffwaiSliMliiy in th« 
MAKtof^ wd ths pon was ■wwtMiny aprfiU« tfa« sapfi—it. His 
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■Mik obteiMd foob a oartiftaito from hit Coanodot*, u, hting 
MDttd to the Bfiottler of war, at Vamfllat, proeo w d him promotioo 
from 9ub«lieutenant to the raiUcof Captain, with a pecuniary gratifi- 
eatkm for th« Iom of hit cflecti^ when the Bon homme Richard aunk ; 
and aiaee the war, hia Moat Christiao Mi^e»ty hat, /or U» behaitiour 
in tha Boo bommo Rieliai4» (niM to lun an wmmtj of dor hii»> 
drod ItrrM Ibr lifs. 

J. P. J0N£g. 

J, late midshipman on board the Bon homme Richard^ 
and aid-du-camp to the Honorable John Paul Jones, iu the 
action of the 23d of September last, oil' Flamborough 
Head, do certify, that about an hour after the commence- 
ment of it, 1 heard some of tlie men that were stationed ou 
the IbrecMtle or out, the Alliance rakes us, and hat 
woanded Mr. C«swell, the mafter's mate, with several 
men \^ thii report was aflerward confirmed by Mr. CaawcIL 
and be declared, in hi^^ dying words, he received his n ouod 
from the Alliance. The ship then dij^appeared, and did not 
return till an hour and an half. As soon as she was dis- 
covered, Capt. Jones ordered the signal lanthorns of reroa- 
noisance to be placed at proper distances from each other, 
on the larboard side, which order was obey ed by ilm mas- 
ter, DOtwillirtaiidiDg which, the came op to our larboard 
qnarfeer and fired into na, then shot ahead and stood athwart 
oiar bow^ when I bailed bv order from Capt. Jones to laf 
enemy en board, to which no answer was made. Mi^ 
Coram also repeated the same order, then asked them if thcj 
heard us, their reply was, " ay, ay the instant after she 
raked without apparently drawing any nearer the distance, 
then being only witliin the range of grape-shot, and the two 
ships Ivini' parallel with their sides touching each otberi 
sevml of na shot wete dyove into the Bon honune Ri- 
chard* The conchinMi I shall make lebtive to Capt 
Landnis' conduct, on the 33d of September, and previous to 
thai time, is, that his principal object was to kill Capt 
Jones, and to cause the Kichard to strike, that hemig^t step 
in and claim the honor of the day. 

• Given under my hand, on board the Bon homme Ri-» 
chard's prize the Scrapis of 44 guns, at the Texel, the 27tli 
of Octaber, 1779, 

\ J- LlVTHWAITI.* 

•i. 5< or '^oulh Carolina, and a bntTC officer, wboM eondoct in the en- 
■ -j^jgement did him great honor. 

^ J. P. J4)li«S. 
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C^U Landais has oftentimes, in my presence, spoken die- 
respectfitUr and even impudently of Capt. Jones* On one 
occasioD, about the beginning of September last, on the coaat 
of Scotland, 1 wept on board the Alliance frigate by desire 
of Capt. Jones, and told Capt. Landais that he requested of 
him to be furnished with the names of the otficers and men 
he had a day or two before that put on board the prize ship 
the Union, Capt. Johnston, that he (Capt. Jones) might be 
enabled to despatch ber; or, to be infoniied wfaat dwKtioM 
he had given, if anj, at well with respect to that vessel, as 
also widi respect to the prize ship the Betsy, Capt. Fisher^ 
which also had been manned from the Alliance. Capt. Lan- 
dais, in reply, told mc very pertly, that Capt. Jones had no 
business at all with any of those vessels, for that both of thenn 
haid already received proper instructions from him, and thai 
tfie orders he had ^ven were agreeable to the direction he 
had received from Capt. Jones. I told him I was of opinkMi 
no commander in the iquadron, except Capt. Jones, was 
authorized to tend away a prize, or otherwise dispose of her, 
when in his presence, but by virtue of particular orders ob- 
tained from him for that purpose. Capt. Landais, in a 
ajieering manner, ag;ain replied, that he would let Capt. Jones 
know that he had a^ good a right to despatch prizes as he 
had ; that they were captains of equal rank ; and thai fkm 
only difference between them was seniorilT on the part of 
Capt. Jones, which he held of little consideratkm ; and at 
last Capt. Weibert, who had accompanied me on board, and 
myself, returned on board the Bon homme Richard totally 
unable to inform Capt. Jenes what Capt. Landais had or- 
dered with respect to those two ships. A short time after 
this, a signal was made on board me commodore's ship for 
the captami of the squadron to come on board* Capt. Cot* 
tineau and Capt. Ricot accordingly came on board* Capt. 
Landais not obeying, Capt. Jones desired me to go again oa 
board the Alliance, and deliver Capt. Landais a letter which 
he then handed to me, and which I understood contained an 
order for him to come immediately on board ; accordiniily-, 
I went on board tlie Alliance, and dehvercd Capt. Landais 
the letter, which he took with him to the cabin, and ual^iev 
minutes retomed and delivered me another for Capt. Jones; 
this 1 brou^t instantly on board and delivered to him. It 
contaiiu'd a second refusal on the part of Capt. Landais, 
and very much otTended the gentlemen who had politeljr 
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obeyed the signal, and were then waiting for him. Capt. 
Jones, chagrined by the obstinacy of that officer, would have 
proceeded to the business he had in view, without payii)^ 
any further attention to him \ hut being still anxious to have 
his €piiiBOii on, and approbation of the measure, conjointly 
with the other officen of iSbe sqjuairon, a farther attsnpt to 
obtain his company was resolved on. For this purpose, at 
the desire of Capt. Jones, Capt. Cottioeau, M. Chamiliard. 
and myself, went on board the Alliance, to try the etlcct of 
persuasion upon Capt. Landais; but in vain did those gen- 
tlemen represent to him the absolute necessity there was 
for his joining in consultation with his brother officers ^ that 
the good of the service demanded his compliance, as an en- 
ierprite of some moment was to be deliherated on ; but alas ! 
in vain did the^ waste an hour and more in arguments to 
this end — in vam did they attempt to persuade him — in vain 
did they entreat him — in vain did tliey tell liim what he bad 
to dread from the consecjuences of his obstinately persisting 
to disobey tlie orders of his commanding officer. Instead 
of paying polite attention to tlie advice given him, he, on 
the contrary, not only disregarded it, but gave himself the 
liberty io fpaak of CSapt Jones in terms highly disrespect- 
fol and insiuent, and said he would see him on shore, when 
they must kill one or the other, &c. 

On the 23d of September last, when the signal for a gene- 
ral chase was given to pursue the Baltic fleet, the Alliance 
frigate was the headmost ship of our squadron, and continu- 
ed to keep ahead until she began to near the enemy, when 
Capt. Landais very unexpectedly and agreeably surprised 
Capt. Jones by hauling his ship^s wind, Uiereby politely 
leaving room mr his commander to aporoach tde* largest 
ship, which he instantly engaged, Capt. Landais still keep- 
ing at a sespectfal distance from his commander, which re- 
spect he, however, continued to observe, mal-apmpos, until 
very late in the engagement. The action had lasted more 
than an hour, and tho Bon homine Richard and the Serapis 
had been made fast alongside each other by Capt. Jonc?, 
head and stern together, for some time, before 1 rccrived 
the wound which obliged me to quit the deck, at wliich time 
the Bon homme Ricmrd still continued almie witii a.lbite 
much superior to herself, and although she had becsi most 
severely treated by her enemy, she nevertheless continned 
to hog her in ck>8e embrace. The behaviour of our con- 
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sorts upon this day was xery mysterious ; but that of Capt. 
Landf\ij< was of such a cast, as, in my opinioo, must una- . 
Toidably announce him to the ptibKc a man 6efM of coOp 
duct — a man of infriiiotts principles--^, a rank cowmd. 

The AlUance having received no ibot fnun the enemf, 
her captain had tbe advantage to have none of his men 
either killed or wounded during the whole engagement. 
And it is highly worthy of remark, that before the AlHance 
raked the Bon homme Richard by firine alternately into 
her head and stem, the enemy had been dislodged and drir 
▼en from the tops and quarter-deck of the Serapis to her 
first and second batteries, where they were under cover. 
The discharge of the second battery of the Serapis haviaf 
beat in one side of the Bon homme Richard and blown out 
the other, made a breach from before the main-mast to tho 
stern, cutting off the stern-post and rudder, and dislodi^ing 
every one from that situation. These retreated to tlie fore- 
castle of the Bon homme Richard, where they conM Mt be 
fired upon from the Serapia. and with Ihoie stationed thei«» 
were eiposed to the fire of the Alliance. 

SenpSs, at the Teiel, November 1 3tb, 1 779. 

Matthew Mbasx.* 

* Mr. M«aM, of riiikdelpliia, wm a gentleman of worlfay charae* 

tcr. He was not bred a seanian, but had many times crossed tbm 
ocean, being a merchant and owner of aliipa. Hi» love for America 
country) induced hiiB to embark in the B«B bomme Richard^Vid, 
other of&ces bcitip;^ previously filled, he acceptrd the place of pur- 
ser. In the engagement with the Serapis, he commauded the quarter- 
deck gtms of the Bon homme Richard, and b^iaved with distingnifli* 
ed ooolne«s and intrepidity, til! he was dan!^prou«ly woTinde<J m the 
head by a grape-shot. The next day his tkuli was trepanned in six 
or seveQ places; but, inunediately after the atit^eon had tied op ium 
brad in the action, whirh Iwtad three houn after tuMuadahmm, hm 
returned a^ain upon deck. 

/. P« Jam. 

Whereas, since the campaign of 1 779, there have been 
various and partial reporrs secretly spread against the pri- 
Tatc atid social character of Commodore Paul Joues, ibr-> 
merlj commanding the squadron of the Bon homntie Ridhaid ; 
and aSf among otmr iMsmys and groandless atofies, I haitt 
sometimes heard that the above mentioned officer had foraa* 
ally given the he to M. Landais, formerly captain of the 
Alliance, relating to the loss of a boat in sight of the coast 
of Ireland.; — therefore, i declare and affirm, that the aibcen 
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said commodore did not say to M. Landais, You lie," but 
no more than these very words : " It is an untruth which 
M» Landais was pleased to interpret as a formal giving the 
/m, who was never able to overcome hia peevi&h, obstinate, 
tarbalent, nd nngovemble temper, wfaidi he GmtenUy 
shewed during the whole of the campaign* MoreoTer, 1 
certify, that Cdnmiodore Paul Jmies, far ran conuaandiiig 
with haughtiness or brutality, as certain persons have endea- 
voured to circulate, was always (though very strict and sharp 
in the service) affable, genteel, and very indulgent, not only 
towards his officers, but likew^e towards the sailors and soi- 
■ dwn, whom he ever treated with hmnanity. At I wet a 
witaeas to the before-mentUMied quarrel} I must in conscience 
confeM that BL Landait gave, at the tune, graat caose for it, 
by the arrogant manner which he assumed towards his com- 
mander in answer to the peaceable, good, and fair reasons 
to which he would never yield •, so far to the contrary, that 
he (M. Landais) answered the commodore (Lieut. Cbamil- 
Uid and mywe\£ hotti being present) in the mott grata and 
Inaaltlng terms — at first in English, which he immediately 
rendered in French, that M* Chamillard might not be igno- 
rant of any thing that passed. The whole of the aforesaid 

Suarrel happened in the round-house of the Bon homme 
Lichard, the 23d and 25th of August, in the above men- 
tioned year. I conclude by saying, that M. Landais accom- 
panied or affirmed his offennre and very scandalous discourse 
Of tile mostproTolcing gestures. 
Philadelphia, November 98th, 1781 . 

Lieut. Col. Weirert, 
Of the coips of American Engineen* 

Being on board tiie Alliance on the 23d of September, 
1779, and stationed on the onarter-deck in the time of the 
actioD with the Sferapn and Coantess tit Scaihorougb, do 
eertiiy, that I saw the Conntess of Scarborough rake the 
Boo homme Richard, hot cannot saj whether she raked her 
more tbanonce* 

John Spencer.^ 

October 30, 1779* 

He said he wai a latuteiiMit oobiMl in tlM nrfiee of tht ilafe of 
8outh>CaroIin«. 

TheBonhommftlUilMidaiiASsnfiilMAbMiiiraMtfatbw^ 
«nAitinwif«oloMl7«i«ii«d»hnduatto1nosdn^ TteAlliuM 

z 
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t>eiu^ just witJuii loDg^ cannon-^hot to windwil of tte C«UBtM ot 
Scaroorouglt, could easily have preveated that ahip*i rakiii^ fir* ialo 
the stem of th« Bon homme Richmrd. The Pallas wai at thu tin* to 
windward of the AUiaooe, of eoane out of gun-ibiat of the cnamf. 
Bot Capt. Cotlineau, of tho Pallat, bora down, and hariaf tpoken 
the Allianco ai he pasted that fricate, ha ang^aged, and after a eemd- 
derable action took the Counten of Bcarborongh. 

On the 9th of May, 1 777, Captain John Paul Jones was 
directed to proceed to France, (by the Marine Committee,) 
and to obey the orders of the Secret Committee. Being 
arrived in Europe, it was the intention of Congress " that 
he should be invested with the command of a fine fast sail- 
ing frigate, or larger sAj/>." In pursuance of this plan, the 
Secret Committee of Congress wrote to the Honorable Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, Esq'rs, Com- 
missioners, &c. at Paris, as follows : — 

Philadelphia, May 9(A, 1777. 
Honorable Gentlemen, 
This letter is intended to be delivered to yon by John 
Paul Jones, Esq. an active and brave commander in our 
jiavy, who has already performed signal services in vessels 
of little force ; and, in reward for his zeal, we have direct- 
ed him, &c. You will assign him some good house 
or agent to supply him with every thing necessary to get the 
ship speedily and well equipped and manned: somebody 
that will bestir themselves vigorously in the business, and 
never quit it until it is accomplished. You see by this step 
how much dependance Congress place in your advices, ana 
you must make it a point not to disappoint Capt. Paul Jones's 
wishes and our expectations on this occasion. 
We are. Honorable Gentlemen, 

Your obedient, humble servants, 

Robert Morris, 
Richard H. Lee, 
William Whipple, 
Philip Livingston. 

The ship in question was the Jndien, then on the stocks at 
Amsterdam, belonging to the United States ; but this having 
been discovered to the British minister by some of Mr. Ar- 
thur Lee's papers, of which tliey had got possession just 
before Com. Paul Jones arrived at Paris, and the treaty of 
alliance being on the point to be concluded, be consented 
to their assigning over the property of that ship to the King 
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of Fmice. Aamng Ike political reaaoni which operated 
this arrangement was the great opposition made to the equip- 
aMttt ^ £e Indien, by the BrituQ amboauMlor in Holland. 
The command of the Indien was, howeTor^ reserved for 
Capt. Jones, till (subsequent to his campaign of 1779) he 
had made an arrangement of a plan witli the Count dc Mau- 
rapas, which promised much greater importance to the com- 
mon cause. After this His Majesty lent the us^ of the In- 
4ieB|ta the Prince de Luxembourg for three years, and the 
Prince ekvritrtd her, for the term preserihed, to Mr. GiUen, 
of Soatb-Carolina, under the commiasioa of that staler—- 
This was the ahtp that Mr. Gillon came in to Philadelphia, 
nnder the mmt of the SimthX^roima* 

Extract of a letter from Captain J. P. Jones to the Honor- 
able John Adams,* dated L'Oricnt, May I3th, 1779. 

Yoa will confer a singular obligation on me, by favoring 
me with your opinion and advice respecting the unhappy 
misunderstanding, which I am told prevaila on board the 
AllinBce* I ask your adnce, bocaote, Ihoagli 1 am deler- 
ayned to preiem order and discipline where I comaaand, 
yet T wish to reprove with moderation, and never punirii 
white there remains a good alternative. It appears that 
there is a fault at least in one of the parties, and 1 wish much 
loknow where the fault Hcs ; for without harmony and gene- 
ral good will among the officers, I cannot proceed with a 
good prospect. • 

III rsbtion to Captain Landaus, 0r« Franklin^s opinion 
was decidedly against him. He eonunonicated to tiiat offi- 
cer himself his obiections to him, and, in the most une- 
quivocal terms refused to him the command of a ship of 
war, giving his reasons. 

Hia ExceUencj Btirjainir Feabliv to Captain Lavdais, 
dated Pasaj, March 13tfa, 1780. 
No one has ever learned the opinion I formed of you {rom 
the inauiry made into your conduct. 1 kept it entirely to 
myself-— I have not even hinted it in my letters to America, 
because 1 wouM not hazard giviog to any one a bias to your 

* The HoaorabU Mr. AtUnu wm then, and had be«u £ot aooM tim&, on 
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prejudice. Bjr commutitcating a part oftkat cjmion fotv 
yately to you,. I can do no harm, for you may bum it. I 
nhiraJd not give yoa the pain of reading it, if yoar demand 
did not make it necessary': 1 think you then so impradent, 
so litigious, and quarrelsome a man, even with your best 
friends, that peace and good order, and consequently the 
quiet and regular subordination so necessary to success, are, 
where you preside, impossible ; these are within my obser* 
vation and apprehension : — ^your niKtary opertHOM IleCfe 
to more capaole judges. If, therefore, 1 tiad twenty ships 
of war in my disposition, I ahould not give one of them ta 
Captain Landais. The tame temper which excluded imn 
from the French marine would weigh equally with me ; of 
coune 1 shall not replace him in the Alliance. I am, <^c. 

B. Framkun. 

- The sal^ned correspondence will iUnstnte lite fiaeii% 
disposition of Holland towards the United Stales, the 4iii- 
ciuties which the states of ttwt Republic eqierienced in the 

manifestation of it, so w to avoid an open ruptore with 
Great Britain ; the influence of Commodore Jones at the 
Hague ; the exclusively American feelings by which he was 

foverned ; the high estimation in which he was held by Dr. 
'ranklin, by some of the principal men in Europe, and by 
all the Americans of note within the sphere of hi» acquaint 
ance. His patriotism and plalantbr^y cannot be qnes- 
tioned, when it is observed with iHiat aniiet^f he aoo^ fiir 
the liberation of the American prisonen in England, regard- 
ing his successes chiefly as the means of procnring their 
eschange. Although not insensible to pleasure, he was 
never negligent of business, was eminently diacieety andal- 
vays at the post which duty required* 

On board the ship of mar SiragnB^oiamehormthe 
foadof ^ TVxe/, OeioUr 5C4, 1779. 
His Ezcellenej the Duke Db la VAuovroiry Ambnaeadw 

of France, at the Hague* 

My Lord, 

I am but this moment arrived here, otherwise I should 
'have sent you a more early account of my late expedi- 
tion. I now enclose herewith a copy of the account 
which I have forwarded by express to his Excellency the 
Minister of the Marine at Court. As we have on board ^ 
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idilleniit veneb here, 1 believe (for I htTe not yet-been 
able to procQie an enct retore J tiiree handred end Bftv 

SrMonere, aud of that number I toppose an hundred and 
nrtf wounded, 1 would esteem it a ptftieular £iFor to have 

your opinion on the measures that are mo8t<»xpedH?nt to be 
adopted in that respect. Whether it would be proper to 
■set them at liberty here, upon such security as may be ob- 
tained, that the English government will immediately expe- 
dite an equal number of Amenr^ans to France ? Unless such 
tecuritr u maj be fiilly depended upon can be obtained, I 
think these prisoners most be sent immediatelj for Dunkiric. 
We are now preparing the Conntess of Scarborough and 
the Vengeance to tibnsport them to Fraiice, in case it 
should be necessary. The Countess of Scarborough not 
being fit for war. can remain in France, while the Ven- 
geance brings back all our people, and as many more as 
can be obtained to replace the great number that I hav e lost 
out of the crew of the Bon homme Richard, in killed and 
wounded, not less 1 suppose than one hundred and fiftf oaeii. 

1 have had the honor to receire by the hand of our agent 
Mr. Dumas, such orders from his Excellency Dr. Franklin, as 
it will be impossible for me to fulfil, unless I meet with 
great and immediate assistance to enable me to depart be- 
fore the end of this month. The Serapis mu>^t be entirely 
new masted and rigged ; nothing being left above deck that 
is capable of sustaining a passage of any length in the ap- 
proaching season. She wants aJso sails, rigging, boats, and 
'provision. The hull, though considerably damaged, may 
easily be repaired. 

As soon as I have made some neeessaij arrangements 
here, I mean to do myself the honor of paying your Excel- 
lency my personal respects, and to receive your orders at 
the Hague. In the mean-time I beseech you to favor me 
with a line respecting my wounded, whether of France or 
America, as well as respecting the prisoners of war, and 
the treatment tliat they ought to receive in point of provi- 
sion and otherwise. 

I hare the honor to be with profound respect, &c. 

Amsterdam, Oct. llth^ 1779. 
His Excellency Benjamipj Franklin. 
I liad the honor to write your Excellency a line from the 
Hague on the 8tb. His Excellency the French ambasaa- 
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dor and Uie agent, have no doubt marked the situation oi' 
•fiuii witii rawect to tfie squadron as coocemed with ttis 
l^ovemMit and with the enemy. I am doing eveiy thing 
m my power towards fulfilling the advice which I have re- 
ceived from his Excellency ; and as 1 am informed that Cap- 
tain Cunningham is threatened with unfair play by the Bri- 
tish government, I am determined to keep in my hands the 
captain of the Serapis as an hostage for Cunningham^s re- 
lease as a prisoner of war« With respect to the olker 
priaonm now in my hands, if the English ambassador. Sir 
Jofle|ih Yoike, will give us security, in his public character, 
that an equal number and denomination of Americans shall 
be sent immediately to France, 1 beliove it will be good poli- 
cy to set them at liberty here ; and I shall endeavor indi- 
rectly to inform myself immediately how that matter can 
be managed. Landais is come up here, and purposes after 
gaddfingmnt in thifldty,tofipifeawajaithelftgu^ He 
oont&nnes to affect an entire independence of my contrql, 
and has given in here an extraordinary demand for supplies 
of every kind. This famous demand, however, I have ven- 
tured to disapprove, and reduced to, I believe, a fourth part 
of its first extent. I hope to account to your satisfaction 
for my reasons — among which is his having been so plenti- 
fiiUy and so lately furnished. I wish heartily that poor 
Cunningham, (whom 1 am taught to r^jard as a continental 
officer,) was exchanged ; as with his assistance I cooM 
form a court martial, which I believe you will see unavoip 
dable. I go down to the Texel to night, and will from 
thence forward the return of killed and wounded with the 
prisoners. 1 think the prisoners will not fall much short of 
tour hundred ; and I bo^e my loss in killed and wounded 
will be lessdianl atfirstimagmed* I believe, also, that the 
enemy's loss will considenibly exceed oun« I am ever^ witb 
senliiBeats of the higfwst esteem and respect, dec 

Zwoly October I Sthy 1779. 

The Hon. Paul Jonbs, 
Having the honor to be an old and tried fnend of America, 
I hope yon will pardon, on that account, the liberty I take 
to addresi yon these lines. 

It was with unspeakable satisfaction 1 received the tidings 
of the many successes during your expedition on the coasts 
of Britain ; hut particularly was 1 struck with admintion 
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by your late engagement with the Serapis, ol which M. De 
Neufville has given me some incomplete account. Do not 
therefore wouder, Sir, that I long to hear directljr from your- 
self mn auliieiilic and cifconntuiead one, cooliaiiiDg all the 
particolari relatiiig to a sea 6c|bl, rather to be Umam m (he 
Docks of the fbrmer century ttiaii in our present aget on the 
ocean. What emboldena me moreover to ask you the fa- 
vor of such an account, is that 1 have the mortification to 
see a despicable party spirit etjdeavouring to deprive you 
of a praise, which even jour antagonist, the commander of 
the Serapis, if be be as just as he seems valorous, will not 
deny yoo. As I am very desirous to do yon jnatice where 
ever occasion shall ofler ilseU^ you will, hy supplying mc 
the Accessary means, and sending year answer to M. De 
Neufrille, very much oblige, 

Sir, your most humble and obedient servant, 

J. D. Vander Capellek. 
Address to the Baron Vander Capellen, Member of the 
Honse of NoUes of the Province of OverysseL 

Passjff October 15<A, 1779. 

Dear Sir, 

J received the account of your cruize and engagement 
with the Serapis, which yon did me the honor to send me 
bom the Teiel* I have since received your fiivor of the 
Sth, from Amsterdam* For some days after the arrival of 

your express, scarce any thing was talked of at Paris and 
Versailles, but your cool conduct, and persevering bravery 
during that terrible conflict. You may believe that the im- 
pression on my mind was not less strong than that of others, 
out 1 do not choose to say in aletter to yourself, all 1 think 
on soch an occasion. 

The ministry are much dissatisfied with CSbptain Landais, 
and M. de Sartine has signified to me in wnting that it is 
expected I should send for him to Paris, and call him to ac- 
count for his conduct, particularly for deferring so long the 
coming to your assistance, by which means, it is supposed, 
the States lost more of their valuable citizens, and the King 
loet many of his subjects, vofamleers myonr sUp, together 
with the ship itseUl 

I have accordingly written to fadm this day, acqnainttng 
him that he is charged with disobedience of orders in the 
cndie, and neglect of his duty in the engagement; that a 
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couit martial being at thif tune inconvenieDt, if not im- 
practicable, I would give him an earlier opportunity of of- 
fering what he has to say in his justification, and for that 
purpose direct him to render hin[>self immediately here^ 
bringiag with him such papers or testimonies as be may tliink 
useful in his defence. 1 know not whether he will obey mj 
OldefB, nor what the ministry will do with him if he comes, 
bat I Hupect that they may by some of their concise open;- 
tioDB MTe the trouble of a court martial. It will be wreO 
however for you to furnish me with what you may judge 
proper to support the charges against him, that I may be 
able to gjiTe a just and clear account of the afiair to Con- 
gress. 

In the mean-time it will be necessary, if he should refuse 
to come, that you should put him under an arrest, and in thai 
caae, as well as if he comes, that yon should either appoint 
some person to command his ship, or take it upon yourself; 
for 1 know of no penoa to recommend to yoa as fit for ditt 
station. 

I am uneasy about your prisoners, I wish they were safe 
in France. Yon will then have completed the glorious work 
of giving liberty to all the Americans that have so long lan- 
guished/or it in the British prisons: for there are not so 
manv thitre, as you have now taken. 

I have tlMB pleasure to inform you that tibe two prises seist 
to Norway, are safely arrived at BeiuM^ 

* With the h%hest erteem, I am, &c« 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. I am sorry for your misunderstanding with M»deC., 
who has a great regard for you* 

Pidias, Tuesday evening, October 19/A, 1779. 
Cjlptaiv Jovbs, Serapis, 
Captain Pearson presents hn compliments to Cbpteiii 
Jones, and is sony to find himself so little attended to in 

his present situation, as not to have been favored with 
either a Call or a hne from Captain Jones since his return 

from Amsterdam. Captain P is sorry to say that he 

cannot look upon such behaviour in any other light than aa a 
breach of that CtnYi<v, which his Rank, as well as behariour 
on all occasions entitles to, he at the same time wishes to be 
informed by Captain Jones whether any Steps has been 
taken towards tne enlaigement or eicfaange of him, hia 
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officers, and people, or what is intended to be done witli 
them. As he cannot help thinking it a verj' unprecedented 
circumstance their being keeped here as pnsoaen OA board 
of ship, being so long in a neutral port. 

tain Pbarsov* 

IB, 

As you have not been prevented from correspODding with 
your friends, and particularly with the EogUali ambassador at 
the Hague, I could not suppose you to be unacqilttDted with 
his memorial, of the 8th, to the States General, and there- 
fore I thought it fruitless to pursue the negotiation for the 
exchange of tlKi prisoners of war, now in our hands. 

i wished to avoid any painful altercation with you on that 
sabject ; — was perstliMed that yon had been in the hidiett 
degree sensible, that my behaviour " towards you had dmb 
iar from a breach of civility. This charge is noLSir, a civil 
return for the polite hospitality and disinterested attentionB 
which you have hitherto experienced. 

I know notwh.it difference of respect is due to "Rank," 
between your service and ours; I suppose, however, the 
dilFerence must be thought vert/ great in England, since I 
am informed that Captain Cunningham, of equal denomi- 
nation, and who bears a senior rank in the service of Ame* 
rica, than yours in the service of England, is now confined 
at Plymouth in a dungeon, and in ftiiws. 

Humanity, which has hitherto superseded the plea of re- 
taliation in American breasts, has induced me, (notwiUi- 
standing the procedure of Sir Joseph Yorkc,) to seek after 
permission to land the diiiigcrously wounded, as well pri- 
soners as Americans ; to be supported and cured at the ex-/ 
Dense of oar Continent* The permission of the government 
nas been obtained, but the magistrates continae to makeofaK 
jections. I shall not discontinue my application. I am 
nady to adopt any means that you may propose for their 
preservation and recovery, and in the mean-time we shall 
continue to treat them with the utmost care and attention, 
equally, as you know, to the treatment of our people of the 
same rank. 

As it is possible that you have not yet seen the memorial 
of jfour ambassador to the States General, I enclose a paper 
which contains a copy, — and I believe be baa rince wdtten 

. Aa 
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what, in the opioioa ol good men, wUi do still less honor to 
his peo. 

I cannot conclude, without inlurming you that unless Cap- 
tain CoDniogham, is immediaidy better treated in England, 
I expect orders in consequence, from His Excellency Dr* 
j^raoklin, therefore, 1 beseech you. Sir, to interfere. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

On board the Seraph^ ai the Texd^\. 
October 34<A, 1779. > 
M. iiB Rat de Chaumovt. 
t owed you my dear friend an earlier reply to yourmnch 
esteemed favor of tlie lllh, from Passy. Althoniih f am 
sensible that I have not yet merited the many coniplimcnta 
and generous praises that you have there bestowed on my 
pail conduct, yet I should be very unworthy indeed, if I 
did not return you my most grateful and sincere flisnks. 
There is a warmth of expression in your complinients which 
affords me the truest pleasure, as a proof that 1 still onjoy a 
share of your affection ; and although Captain Landai? has 
lately told me at .Amsterdam that you proposed to luin to 
displace me from tlie Bon homme Richard, yet 1 bditve 
^e assertion false, and calculated to serve a base and M lll>b 
purpose. I pity and despise his narrow and' jealous miad, 
that could form an idea of my character so far beneath it, ai 
to suppose that I sought to supplant him in the cominand of 
the Alliance. It must he hi«* pnnl>hm» iit to he iiiformcd, as 
he will bv hi;* Kxccllencv Dr. Franklin, that I have alwavs 
written in his favor, — and you well know that 1 took c\cr\ 
possible pains to establish him iu that ( onunand,, and to gain 
back to him the confidence of his people, which when he 
first came to serve under my oMers he had entirely lost. I 
can now tell besides, that although my officers in the Bon 
bomme Richard were the only persons blamed for the da* 
mage sustained when the two >hips ran foul of each other, 
jet Captain Landais could, and shoulil have prevented thai 
accident. He was on (k( k. and it was his duty to m tke 
way for his senior officer and commander, instead of ruanii^ 
heloYr, as I am assured he did, with trepidation to load his 
pistols ! — On our late expedition he left ofi* to chase a ship, 
thought to be anEmj^sh East-Indiaman, without my orders, 
having first bore away several times, while he could easily 
hayo tyrertaiken ber. And to his fears and remonstrances on 
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the coast of irelaod, h owing the eioape of the eight Kasi- 
India ships that arrived at Limerick, ttnree days after J 
had gnitiBed him by learing sight of the entruice of that 

harbor. * 

His separation from the 8<|itadion afterward, is owing, as 

the ofTicers of the Allianro inform me, to his altering iho 
course hoth times in the night. Captain Landais has told 
me at Amsterdam that he saw the Countess of Scarborough 
rake the Bon homme Richard, early m the engagement. Ho 
ought to be ashamed to confess that he lay to- windward, and 
permitted this ! It is certain that the Bonne homme Rich* 
ard then was raked by a full broadside, besides sustaining 
the whole fire of the Slerapis. 

Many people arc of opinion that Captain Landais also 
about that time raked the Bon homme Richard : — however 
that was, 1 verily believe that in firing the two last broad- 
sides upon the Bon homme Richard, he did not \vi«jh all the 
shot to miss Captain .loners, and also that the worst shot 
which the Bon homme Richard received underwater came 
from the Alliance. He has since our arrival here, told Go), do 
SVeibert and others of my officers, that ''he was in no haste 
to come to oar assistance, because there would hare been 
no harm if we had been taken, to give him an opportunity 
of retaking the Bon homme Richard." None but a fool, a 
mad-man, or a villain would have raked at that distance, 
while a friend and an enemy were made fast along side of 
each other. It' lie had wished to act the part of an officer 
or a man he would have come to my assistance long before 
the two ships were in a situadon that to rake the' one at the 
range of grape shot, he must necessarily rake the other. 

But why should I dwell on a subject which can afibrd 
neither you nor me pleasure. I am now convinced thftt 1 
now enjoy your frienaship and aflectionate wishes ; therefore 
1 besee ch yoti to pardon the freedom of my letters, that 1 
forwarded by M. de Chamillard ; which though a proof of 
the honest pride which will ever attend an independent and 
disinterested spirit, is also 1 hope a proof that my mind is 

above ^e little arts of falsehood and doable dealing* 

It shall be my pride to acknowledge every where how 
much I owe to the attentions of France, and to the personal' 
friendship of M. de Chaumont, for furnishing me with the 
means of giving liberty to all the American pnsoners now in 
£urope for that is' the greatest triumph which gtio^ 
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limit can boast, and is therefore a Uiousand times more llat> 
tehng to me than Tictory* 

1 aidentlj wkb for fotare opporliimties to render real 
* temces to oar cominon cause ; which is the only way I can 
.hope to prove my gratitude to France, to America, and to 
roy much loved friend M. de Chaumont, and his amiable 
family, with whom 1 sincerely desire to live henceforth in 
the fullest confidence and afiection. In the fullness of my 
heart, 1 am with the highest respect, my dear Chaumont, 
your truly oliU(^ friend, &c« - 

New- York, December, 1824. I certify that the original of 
the preceding letter, was duly received by my fatl^r, 

Li Rat db Chaumont. 

The determinations of the French Court, which appear to 
have been too tardy for Jones's ardent wish for active em- 
ployment at thii period of his Instory, seem to bave occa- 
ooned him some uneasiness. He had, moreover, as every 
celebrated man will haYe^ rivals and enemies, who felt re* 
buked beneath his superior genius, instilled suspicions into 
the minds of the French ministry, and contested his claim 
to an independent command, where the cost of a cruize or 
expedition was to be defrayed by the treasury of France* 
Jonea did not conceal hk senflttionB. He refined to accept 
of nnj otber cornmiirion than one from the CongreM, or to 
fi|^t under any other flag than that of the United States. He 
expressed his sentiments freely, and be^n to think of re- 
turning to America. The Duke de la Vauguyon was ap- 
prised of the Commodore's dissatisfuction and wrote to him 
a soothing letter, of which the following is a correct trans- 
lation : 

Hagucy December 21*/, 1779. 

Commodore Joins, in the road of the Teiel* 
I have received, my dear Commodore, the letter which 
yon hare addreised to me. I perceive with pain, that jou 
do not view your situation in the right Hght ; and I can as- 
sure you that the ministers of the king have no intention to 
cause you the least disagreeable feelings, as the honorable 
testimonials of the esteem of His Majesty which 1 send you, 
ought to convince you. I hope you will not doubt the sin- 
cere denre with which yon bave inspired me, to procure 
you every tatiiiaction you may merit. It cannot fail to be 
pfociont to yon, and to incite yon to give new proofr of your 
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zeal for the common cause of France and America. 1 flat- 
ter myself to renew before long the occasion, and to pro- 
cure you the means to increase still more, the glory you 
hare already acquired ; I am already occupied with all the 
interest I promiied you, and if mj viem ue realised, as I 
have every reason to belieTe, yon will be at all events per- 
fectly contenf^, but I mast pray yon not to hioder my pro* 
jcct, in delivering yourself to the expression of that bitter 
grief to which you appear to have given way, and which has 
no real foundation. You appear to possess full confidence 
in the justice and kindness of the king, rely also on the 
same sentiments on the part of the mimstir ; my friendship 
• lor you, my dear Commodore, requires that neither yonr 
conduct nor conversation announce the least douht in this 
respect Lb Due db la Vauoutov. 

To this ktter Commodore Jones thns answered i 

Alliance^ Texel, December 25thj 1779^ 
The Dolce de Vauoutov. 
Mt Loan, 

T have not an heart of stone, but am duly sensible of th6 
obligations conferred on me by the very kind and affection- 
ate letter that you have done me the honor to wike me 
the 2l8t current. 

Were I to form my opinion pf the ministry from the treat- 
ment that I experienced while at Brest, or from their want of 
confidence in me afterward, exclusive of what has taken 
place since 1 had the misfortune to enter this port, I will ap* 
peal to your Excellency as a man of candor andmf|enuousne88t 
whether T ought to desire to prolong a connexion that has 
made me so unhappy, and wherein I have given so very little 
satisfaction ? M. le Chev. de Lironcourt has lately made 
me reproaches on account of the expense, that be says 
France has been at, to give mt reptUation, in preference to 
tvrentj captains of the royal uayy, better Qualified than my« 
self, and who, each of them, solicited for ttie command that 
was lately given to me ! This I confess is quite new and in- 
deed surprising to me, and had 1 known it before I left 
France, 1 certainly should have resigned in favor of the 
twenty men of superior merit. I do not, however, think 
that his first assertion is true ; for the ministry must be un- 
wcoihy of flietr places, were they capable of squandering 
fbe pabUc money, merely to give an individoal raputalioB \ 
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I do 

and as to the second, I fiincy die coart wifl not thank him 
for having given iqe that mfimnation, whether trae or false. 
I may add here, that with a force lo ill composed, and with 

powers so limited, I ran ten chances of rain and dishonor, 
for one of gaininc; reputation ; and had not the plea of hu- 
manity in favor of tlie unfortunate Americans in English 
dungeons supersctled all considerations of self, I faithfully 
assure ^ou, my lord, that I would not have proceeded onder 
such circumstances from Groaix. 1 do not imbibe hasty 
prejudices against any individual, but when many and re- 
peated circumstances, conspiring in one point, has inspired 
nie with disesteem towards any person, 1 must see very con- 
vincing proofs of reformation in such person, before my 
heart cm ht-at a^ain with alTcction in favor. For the 
mind iVee, aud can be bound ouiy by kiud treatment. 

You do me great honor as well as justice, m^' lord, by 
observing that no satisfaction can be more precious to me 
tluin that of giving new proofs of my zeal for the common 
cause of France and America ; and the interest that you take 
to facilitate the means of my giving; such proofs by essential 
services, claims n»y best thanks. 1 hope I shall not through 
any imprudence of mine, render inellectual any noble de- 
sign that may be in contemplation for the general good. 
Whenever that object is mentioned, my private concerns are 
out of the question ; atid where I cannot speak exactly what 
J could wish with respect to my private' satisfaction^ I pro- 
mise you in the mean-time to observe a prudent silence. 

With a deep sense of your generous sentiments of per- 
sonal regard toward^ ine, and with the most sincere wishes 
to merit that regard by my conduct through life, * 

1 am, my lord, &c. 

Commodore Jonos had previously written to his friend 
Mr. Morri?, on the 5th of December. To him he snid, 
" By the within despatches for Congress, I am persuaded 
you will observe with pleasure that my connexion with a 
court is at an end, and that my prospect of returning to 
America approaches. The great seem to irish only to be 
^ conceraed with tools, who dare not speak or write tro^* I 
am not sorry that my connexion with them is at an end. In 
the course of that connexion I ran ten chances of ruin and 
dishonor for one of reputation ; and all the honors or profit 
that France could bestow should not tempt me agsun to un- 
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(lertakc the same service with an armameut equally ill com- 
posed, aad with powers equally limited. It allurds me Uie 
most exalted pleasure to reflect, tlmt, when I retam to Ame- 
rica, I can saj that I have senred in Europe at my own ex- 
pense, and without the fee or reward of a court. When the 
prisoners we have taken are safely lodged in France, I shall 
have no further business in Europe, as the liberty of all our 
fellow citizens who now suffer in Kn^fish prisons will then 
be secured; and I shall hope hercalterto he usefully employ- 
ed under the immediate direction of the Congress." 

Jones was a man of ardent temperament, felt the value 
of his own talents, and was restless under the least appear- 
ance of indifieren^e towards him. He did not justly esti- 
mate die obstacles which the French ministry had to remove 
in asisigning to him the honorable command which he had 
already h^d. He was a foreigner, and the officers of the 
French navy must have had their prejudices against him. 
Many of them longed for employment as well as .Jones, and 
putting in their claims to a preference on account of rank 
and nativit^'.^was no doubt the principal cause of that ne- 
glect of which he complained. He, nevertheless, retained 
the esteem of the king, and of the most enlightened of bts 
subjects, who felt the benefit, both to America and France, 
of the splendid services of the Commodore. 

Commodore Jones at length departed from the Texel, and 
arrived at Corogne, about the middle of January 1 778^< 
when he immediately wrote (o General Lafayette thcfonm^ 
ing letter. His skill and hardihood in eliidiii;^ (he vii^ilancc 
of the squadron by which he was blockadcil, and in braving 
the dangers of the' British Channel, were conspicuous, and 

he speaks of his good fortune in his usual stnun of nmnli- 
new and naval guJantry : — 

.Alliance. Corogne, Jan* IGiA, 1780. 

The Hon. Marquis Df, I. a Fwette. 

Notwithstanding my hopes of leaving the Texel, imme- 
diately afler I had the honor of writing to my noble friend 
on the 30th of Noveoiber, a letter, of which the within is a 
copy, yet I was detained in that detestable road until the 
27th of December. 1 made my passage safe Uirough the 
Channel in spite of all their cruising ships and squadrons, 
and had the pleasure of lookinjj at them in the Downs, and of 
passing in sight of the Isle of Wight, &c. I steered this way 
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in hopes ol meeting bome of Uieir cruisers oil Cape Finis* 
terre, but am hitherto disappointed. It being veiy stormy 
weather I this evening anchored here, where I mean only to 
acrab the bottom and take a little fresh water, after which, 
I purpose to cruise towards France^ and on my arrival at 
L'Orient I shall be happy to hcnr from you again. 

Since my last to you while 1 remained at the TexeJ, I 
was ^really astonished, and indeed mortified at a proposi- 
tion from court, communicated to me by the Due de Vau- 
guyon ; his Excellency afterward on the 21st of December, 
wrote me a most affectionate letter, a copy with my answer 
is enclosed. I shall make no remark, but leave you. 
my dear Marquis, to judge of my feelings, and how much I 
must have been shocked at the treatment I received from 
the court, particularly in tlie TexeL 1 am always with the 
roost hvely atfection and esteem, Yours, fee. 

I remember this letter to me. Lafay£TT£. 

Washington City, February, 1825. 

On the 28th of January the Gpmmodore sailed from Co- 
tOpMbf and after a short cruise, which is explained in the 
annexed letter to Dr. Franklin, he arrived at Groaix on the 
1 0th of February, when he left the Alliance, and, on account 
of impaired health, went up to L' Orient : — 

»^ . VOrienty M. ISiA, 17110. 

His Excellency Benjamin FftAvicLtir* 
Hon. and Dear Sfr, 

I had the pleasure of writing to your Excellency on my 
arrival at Corogne. Having refreshed my people, and 
shunned a gale of wind in that port I sailed again the 28th. 
ult. 1 tcKHE a torn to the westward of Cape Finisterre in 
hopes of intercepting some of the enemy's ships, but with- 
out success, and meeting with Mr. Haywood in the Living* 
ston on his return from Virginia, I thought it my duty to 
take him under convoy. On the passage from Boston for 
Brest the Alliance was broached too and very near being 
lost, hi thai situation the sea struck^ with such violence, 
against the head Ifaat the cutwater was wrenched consider- 
ably out of its place. When the ship was hove down here 
it would have been an easy matter to have secured the 
head. 1 did not however, then know the circumstance, nor 
did my health permit me to attend, and as I ondeistood. 
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Capt. Landais only ordered the part ol" the tutwaier that 

£ro|ected on od€ side of the stem to be dubbed oil. VVbea 
B parted fitHn me off the west of Ireland and again in the 
Nofth Sea, the AlKance was steered in the ttough of the 
sweil so that the ship was greatly fatigued in every par^ 
but particularly in the cutwater, which was much loosened* 
At the Texel we did all that was possible in such a road to 
secure the head, but notwithstnndine;, it becomr necessary 
to lash it with an hauscr after wv ^ot clear of the channel. 
This was of course an inducement for mr to steer sooner 
for this port than i had otherwise proposed, though 1 had yet 
other reasons* Among these 1 majr mention that 1 have 
iband it impossible to regain the tmn of the ship withevt 
altering the arrangement of the ballast, which I undentand 
Ckptain Landais hois extended along the ceilingfroan the stern- 
post to the stem ; an idea, that 1 believe he may without 
vanity call his own. Besides to my great surprise (here it 
not a good sail, nor 1 may almost say a good rope in the Al- 
liance. Even the cables were in so wretched a condition 
that had it not been for a timely supply of three new ones 
tiiat I ordered from AmsterdaiOy I should in&lliblv have lost 
the ship in the severe weather I found at the Tezeu In shoit 
the situation in which I found the Alliance appears to me te 
have been the effect of slothfulness and ijgnorance. I pro- 
cured a second anchor at Corogne, and wc arrived at 
Groaix on the 10th, where the ship still remains, the wind 
not permitting her to enter the harbor. From my late 
fatigues my health is rather impaired, and being also when 
we anchored almost blind with sore eyes, I the next evenine 
came up here at the desire of mj^ mends* 1 have found 
some benefit from the change of air, otherwise I could not 
now have seen to write. 

As soon as the ship can be brought into Port Louis we 
shall begin to refit without loss of time. The head, in my 
opinion, cannot be secured without heaving down, therefore 
I wish it could be afforded to sheatlie the bottom with cop* 
per, as the ship would be doubly serviceable afterward. 

i ordered some canvass and cordage from Amsterdam 
which ^d not appear before'I left the Texel, nor is jet ar« 
rived here. As 1 suppose M. de KeulvUle means to send 
these articles after me, perhaps you wiU now see fit to con- 
tradict the order, as 1 am assured they can be had on as 
easy tenns here* I wish to know if I am to apply here, atf 
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I do in the meaa-time to Measn. Gouriade and Moylan: and 
(he Serapis being arrived here, I wish she could be made the 
property of America* 

I faftve the honor to be always with the highest iespect» 
and most affectionate esteem, 

Your Excellency's most obliged, . 

At L'Orient die Commodore learned that nimois weK 
drcolatedtD his disadvantage, that he did not like the Preock 
nation ; in consequence of which he addressed letters to the 
Marquis de la Fayette and to the Duke de la Vauguyon, 
wherein he explains his principles, and vindicates his cha- 
racter. These letters place Jones in a very amiable light, 
demonstrating that he was not only a valiant captain and a 
personef enlarged views, hot one who felt the miseries in- 
cident io war, aiid was desirous of a dorahle peace eo just 
gromids, as the main object of the contest : 

VOrienii Fehruotry 18«&, 1780. 

The Hon. General M. lk M ae^uis > 
DE La Faykttb,&c. 5 

1 had, dear Marquis, the honor to write you sundry letters 
before 1 left the Texel : I also wrote you on my anriFal at 
Corognc. I arrived atGroaix the 10th, and landed here the 
day after, almost blind witl) sore eyes, and not otherwise in 
a very good state of health. I am now a litde recovered, 
hat it is with difficulty that 1 can yet look on paper j—lhere- 
fore I should not at this instant have taken up my pen» had 
I not tliis day understood by a friend that my attachment 
and esteem for this nation had been called in question. 

Withdrawn as I am atpreserit from the public attention^and 
having endeavoured only by my past conduct to prove my zeal 
for the common cause, it is stranee that I cannot escape the 
malldoas attacks of little minds. If any person who has him- 
self deserved well of his country, can accuse me of ingra- 
titude, lei him step Ibrth like a man, and I will answer in 
homne d'honneur. M. Wiebert has, I understand, taken 
great pains to promulgate that I do not love France. He 
is not surely among the most worthy part of the nation, yel 
he partook both of my purse and my table, till the moment 
of separation, after I liaa |^rovided for him a free passage in 
a ship destined for Amenca, firom a sitoation where he bnd 
bat htUe dagger to apprehend from the enemy. 
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To come to the point, here follows my poliUcal profesaiou^ 
, I am a cHiaEen of the world, totaUy imlStlered hy the little 
meao distiiictioiia of coontiy or of climate \ which dimiiiiah. 

or set hounds to the henevolence of the heart. Impelledl 
hy principles of gratitude and philanthropy,! drewmj sword 
at the beginning of the American Revolution, and when 
France so nobly espoused that great cause, no individual felt 
the obligation with truer gratitude than myself. When the 
Court of France soon afler invited me to remain for a time 
ID Europe, I considered myself as highly honored hr tbe ap- 
plication diat was made to the American commissioneift. 
SiDce that time 1 have been at every instant, and I still am 
ready to do my utmost for the good of the common cause 
of France and America. As an American officer, and as a 
man I affectionately love and respect the character and na- 
tion of France, and hope the alliance with America may 
list ft>r ever* I owe the greatest oUigstion to the generoos 
praises of (he French nation on my past conduct, and shall 
oe happy to merit future favor. 1 greatly love and esteem 
his most Christian Majesty as tlic great ally of America, the 
best of kings, and the amiable friend and " protector of the 
rights of human nature," iherelore he has very few of hi£ 
own subjects who would bleed in bis present cause, with 
greater freedom than myself, and none who are more disin- 
terested. At the same time I lament the calamities of war, 
mad wish above all things for an honorable, happy, and lasting 
peace. My fortune is not augmented by the part I have 
hitherto acted in the revolution, (although I have had fre- 
quent opportunities of acquiring riches,) and I pledge myself 
to the worthy part of mankind, that my future conduct iu 
the war shall not forfeit their good opinion. I am ever with 
great and sincere aflectkm, happy in your friendship, &c* 

I remember SQch a letter being received. 
WashmgUm February 1835. La Fatktti« 

VOrieni, Mruary 1 8<A, 1 780. 
His Excellency M. t.B duc Db Vaugutoh. 

My Loan, 

I had the honor of writing to your Excellency, a day or 
two before I left the Texel, in answer to your very kind let- 
ter on the subject of my discontent. 1 sent my letter to the 
Helder by my pilot, to tlie care of M. Ic Chevalier de Li- 
rencourt, and I hope it came safe to vour hands. I have 
been here since the 10th of this monm, but being ahnost 
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blind with sore eyes, I could not sooner look on paper, other* 
wisel ihottld not have ftikd to repeat how mndi 1 feellbe 
ohligatkm confenred on me hy jour attentiona while I re- 
nuained m Holland* 

There are, my Lord: some of my secret enemio!!, baae 
enoagh to insinuate that 1 do not love the nation of France ; 
but be assured that though I felt myself hurt by some mea- 
Burcs that were adopted towards me, and for which I caji- 
not yet see any good reason, yet 1 have never written, spokeo, 
or even thought disrespectfully of the nation. On the con- 
trary 1 owe me greatest obligation to France ibr.the gen^ 
fooa friendship of the nation towards America, and for the 

Snerous praises bestowed on my late conduct, which I 
mild be veiy happy to merit, by future services in the 
common cause. Above all as an individual I am deeply 
sensible of the great honor conferred on me by the personal 
esteem and approbation of the best of kings. I shall throu^ 
hfe be happy in every circumstance where I can manifest 
how much 1 wish to merit his Majesty's good opinion ; and 
when I thank you in particular, my lord, forthe afiectionale 
manner in which you communicated to me his JMajesty's 
sentiments in my &vor, I speak not words without meania^ 
but my heart OTeiflowB witii ^titude, and will ever be soh 
hittous to merit yoar friendship. 

I am with an artless sincerity, my lordf &c. 

By a preceding letter from Commodore Jones, it will have 
been observed uat the Alliance required many repain*— 
Dr. FranUm had expected tfatot ttiese would have been made 

without loss of time, and wrote to Jones accordingly, in 
the following letters the cause oi the delay will be shewn, 
and that no blame could be property ascribed to the Cooi- 
Bodorc: 

Passi/, F^rmry 19lAy 1780* 

Honorable Capt. Jonbs. 
Dear Sir, 

I received yours from Corogne of the I Gth past, and from 
L'Orient of the 13th inst. I rejoice that you are safely ar- 
rived in France, mal|2;re all the pains taken to intercept you. 

As to refitting your ship at the expense of this court, I 
must acquaint you that there is not the least probability of 
obtainiDg it, and therefore I cannot ask it« I hear too much 
Already of the extraordinaiy expense you qoade in Holland 

■ 
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to think of proposing an addition to it, especially as you 
seem to impute the damage she has sustained more to Capt. 
Landais' negligence than to accidents of the cruise. The 
wbole expeme will therefore fiiU upon me, and I am ill pro- 
fiM to bear it, having so many unexpected calk upon me 
from all 4|aaiterk I therefore beg you would have meicy 
OB me, put me to ai little charge as possible, and take no- 
thing that you can possibly do without. As to sheathing. 
Willi copper, it is totally out of the question. I am not au- 
thorized to do it. if I had money ; and 1 have not money 
for it, if 1 liad orders. The purchase of the Serapis is in 
tiie umt predicament I believe the fending caavats and 
cordage from Amsterdam has already been forbidden; if 
not, 1 shall forbid it. I approveofyour applying to Messrs* 
Gourlade and Moylan for what repairs you want, having an 
exceeding good opinion of those gentlemen ; but let me re- 
peat it, for God's sake be spannu. unless you mean to make 
me a bankrupt, or have your drafts dislionored, for want of 
money in m^ bands to pay them. 

We are likely to obtain 15,000 stand of good arms from 
the government. They are much wanted in America. M« 
dc la Fayette has just now proposed that you should take 
them as ballast. You know best if this is practicable. 

Mr. Ross acquaints me that he has 120 bales of public 
cloth (6r our army, and wish<i8 it may likewise go in the 
Alliance. Can this be done ? (t is undoubtedly an article 
of great necessity ; but I have mentioned to Imn, the room 
required in a ship of war for the men, their provisions, wa- 
ter, and the difficulty thence of Sliding place for goods* 
You will judge of this likewise. 

Mr. Rosa also requests to be permitted to take his pas- 
sage with you. As he has been a servant of the States in 
making their purchases in Europe, it seems to me that it 
would be wrooe to refuse him* There is also a particular 
lirieDd of mine, flir. Samael Wharton, of Philadelphia, who 
desires to go with you. These gentlemen will doubtless lay 
ID their own stores, and pay as customary for their accom* 
modations ; and I am persuaded you will find them agreea- 
ble company. 

Mr. Lee and Mr. Izard propose also to take their passa- 
ges in your ship, whom I hope you can likewibc accommo- 
date* Ptay write me immeolately your sentiments on these 

Srticalars, and let me know at me same time when vou 
Ak yon ca^ be ready, that I may forward my despatcnes. 
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1 am glad to hear that your indisposition is wearing ofl*. 
I hope your health will soon be re-established, being, with 
sincere esteem, Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

VOrimt, February 25th, 1780. 
His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 

I am honored with your Excellency's letter of the 19th. 
I feel your reasons for ur^ng frugality, and as I have not 
hitherto been among the most extravagant servants of Ame* 
rica, so you may depend on it my regard for you will make 
me particularly nice in my present situation. It will give 
me very great pleasure to be able to carry to America the 
supplies of arms and clothing you mention, and 1 hope to be 
able to cram a great part, if not the whole, into the Alliance. 
Should any remain, I hope Capt. Bell will be able to take 
them on board the Luzern, ana it is likely that he will sail 
with the Alliance. 1 will pay the most cheerful regard to 
the accommodation of the four gentlemen that you mention 
as passengers. 1 hope they will agree together, and I shall 
be happy in shewing them attentions. 1 am in the greatest 
want of a Heutenant. 

With the most affectionate respect and esteem, 

I am your Excellency's very obliged, humble servant, 

Passy^ June 1st, 1780. 
The Honorable Commodore Jones, Commander of the ) 
Alliance frigate, in the service of the United States. $ 
Sir, 

I have received a letter from the Board of Admiralty, 
containing their orders for the return of the Alliance, a copy 
of which IS annexed for your government ; and I hereby di- 
rect that you carry the same into execution with all possible 
expedition. 

With great regard, I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

Board of Admiralty, 
Philadelphia, March 2Qlh, 1 780. 
Jilis Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
Sir, 

By the annexed list you will perceive the present dispo* 
fiition of thr^ continental navy in North America. The do.- 
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tachnient ot" lour ships to giiard the harbor ol' Charlestovn 
has subjected our coasts to the depredations of the enemy's 
armed vessels from New- York, who of late have frequent^ 
appeared m our bayi and made many captnrtt. 

For these veasont the Board think it will be neceaniy 
lliat the frigate Alliance should be forthwith ordered to pro- 
ceed for this port, and should any supplies for our navv be 
ready in France, a part may be sent in the AIliancc^aDdthe 
residue in other armed vessels under her convojr. 
I have the honor to be, 

Yoor Excellency's most obedient servant, 
Bj order. Fra. Lewis. 

P. S. The Board would be highly obliged to your Excel- 
lencr to send them a set of drafts of the new shij^s in the 
rojal naTjr of France, for the nse of our master boilden* 

In writing to the President of Congress, on the 4th of 
March, 1780, Dr. Franklin informs Mr, Huntington that the 
Commodore was to return to America in the Alliance, and 
Acidates the course that had been taken with respect to 
the exchange of prisoners captured b j Jones : 

Passi/, March 4th, 1780. 
Samu£l Huntington, Esq. President of Congress. 
Sib, 

In mjrhtft I gave some account of the success of our little 
squadron under Commodore Jones. Three of their prizes 
sent into Bergen, in Norway^ were, at the instance of the 
British minister, seized by order of the Court of Denmark, 
and delivered up to him. 1 have, with the approbation of 
the ministry here, drawn up and sent to that court a memo- 
rial reclaiming the prizes. In the absence of Capt. Landais 
from the Altiuice, Commodore Jones took command of her, 
and on quitting tlie Texel made a cruise through the chan- 
■ nel to Spain, and is since returned to Orient where the 
ship is now refitting in order to return to America. Capt. 
Landais had not applied to me to be replaced in her, and I 
imagine has no thought of that kind, having; before, on seve- 
ral occasions, expressed to me and others his dissatisfaction 
'with his officers, and his hiclination on that account to ouit 
her* Capt. Jones will, therefore, cany her home, unless 
he should be prevailed with to enter another service, which, 
tKvweTer, I think is not Kkelj ; though he has gained inw 
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tbe squadron of Commodore Jones arrived in the Texid 
irith 500 English prisoners, I proposed eichaneing there, 

but this was declined, in expectation, as T heard from En^ 
land, of retaking them on their way to France. The st-ay 
of our ships in Holland, through the favor of the States, be- 
ing prolonged, and the squadrons being stationed to intercept 
us, being tired of cruising for us, the British ministry couseat- 
ed at length to a cartel with Prance, and brought Frencli- 
men to Holland to exchange for these prisoners, instead of 
Americans* These proceedings have occasioned our poor 
people to be kept longer in confinement ; but the minister 
of marine having given orders that 1 shall have as raanj 
Eniijlish, another cartel chained with Americans, is now 
daily expected, and 1 hope in a few months to see them aU 
at liberty. 1 have the honor to be, &lc, 

B« Fravklik. 

On his visit to Paris the Commodore seems to have en.- 
jojed the esteem of the French sovereign in a higher de- 
ipee than ever. He was received with the utmost distinc- 
tion at court, and the following letter from M. dc Sartine to 
the President of Congress, testities that the king voluntarily 
presented him with a superb sword, and proposed to Con- 
gress to decorate him with the order of Militaj^ Merit | a 
proposition which that body assented to : 

From M« De Sartine, to Mr. Huntington, President <kf 
the CongQBSs of the United States. 

Versailles, May 30th, 1 780. 
Commodore Paul Jones, aAer having shewn to all Eu- 
rope, and particularly to the enemies of France and the 
United States, the most unquestionable proofs of his valor 
and talents, is about returning to America to give an ac- 
count to Congress of the success of his military operations. 
I am convinced, Sir, that the reputation he has so iustly ao- 
qnired will precede him, and that the recital of his actions 
alone will suffice to prove to his fellow citizens that his abi- 
lities are equal to his courage. But the king has thoogjht 
proper to add his sutFrage and attention to the public opi- 
nion. He has expressly chartied mc to inform you how per- 
fectly he is satisfied with the services of the Commodore, per- 
suaded that Congress will render him tbe same justice. He 
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ini olleied, as a proof of hb esteem, to present him with 
a sirord which cannot be pbced in better hands, and'like* 
wise propose to Congress to decorate this brave officer 

with the cross of Military Merit. His Majesty conceives 
that this particular distinction, by holdine; forth the same 
honors to the two nation-, united by the same interests, will 
be looked upon as one tic more that connects them, and 
wiU ntp]torttliateniolatioD which is so prccioas to the com* 
mon caase. If, after having approved the condoct of the 
Commodore, it should be thought proper to give him the 
command of any new exprdition to Europe his Majesty 
will receive him ag^in with pleasure, and presumes that 
Congress will oppose nothing that may be judged expedient 
to secure the success of his enterprises. My personal 
esteem for him induces me to recommend him very particn- 
larly to yoo,Sir, and I dare flatter myself that the reception 
he will receive from Congress and you, will wamnt the 
seQtnneiltB with which he has inspired me. 

1 have thehondrof being, &:c. 

Dk bAHTlNK. 

The foUowiog resolution of Congress, shews* the sense of 
that exalted body^ of the services rendered by Commodoie 

Jones, and permits his acceptance of the cross of Military 
Merit offered to him by His Most Christian Majesty : 

In Coxuress, Feb, 9,7th, 1181. 
The commitlee to whom was referred the letter of May 
dOtfi, 1780, from M. de Sartine, delivered in a report, 
whereupon, 

Rcsolvrd^ That the Congress entertain a high sense of the 
distinguished bravery and military conduct of Jolm Paul 
Jones, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States, and 
particularly in hi* victory over the British frigate Serapis 
on the coast of England, which was attended with circuro- 
stances so brilliant as to excite general applause and adml- 
lation : 

That the minister plenipotentiaiy of these United States 
at the court of Versailles, communicato to His Most Chris- 
tian Majesty the high satisfaction CongK ss li;i\r rocfMvcdfrom 
the conduct and gallant behavior of Captain John i'aul Jones, 
which have merited the attentioii and approbation of His 
Most Christiaii Majesty, and that his Majesty offer 9f ador- 
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ning Captain Jones with a crosi of MiUtaiy Ment n lii|g|Uy 

' acceptable to Congrcs?. 

Extract from the minutes. \ 

C. Thompson, Secretaty. 

In consequence, M. de la Luzcrae gave a fete to all the 
members of Congress, and to the principal inhabitants of 
Philadelphia, and in their presence, he. in the name of His 
Muesty, invested the Commodore with the order of Milita- 
17 Merit. 

The TOTal metM of America, in 1780, were ekeeeiiDgij 

limited, and the necessity of detaching four shipi to guwrA 
the harbor of C harleston, rendered it expedient to recal tlM» 
Alhance to the United States, to aid in the protection of the 
coasts from the depredations of the enemy's armed vesseJs, 
especially from New-York, whence they cruised in the bays 
01 the continent^ making a number of captures. An order 
was despatched by the Board of Admiralty, on the 38^ «ff 
March, 1780, to our minister in France, to send (he AlK- 
ance home, which order Dr. Franklin communicated to 
Commodore Jones on the 1st of June, 1780. On the same 
day, that minister prepared and gave to the Commodore, 
the annexed unequivocal letter of approbation : 

Passy, June 1, 1780. 
Samuel Huittitoton, Esq. President of Congrask' 

Sir, 

Commodore Jones, who by his braver)^ and conduct has 
done great honor to the American flag, desires' to have that 
also, ofpresenting a Una to the hands of your K^ceiJeuc v. 
I dieerfally comply with his request, in recommendbg twi^ 
to the notice of Con^rem, and to yoar ExoeUencj's protect 
tion, though his actions are more eflectnal recommendb* 
tions, and render any from me unnecessary. It gives 
however, an opportunity of shewing my readiness to do |us- 
tice to merit, and of professing the esteem and respect with 
which I am, &c. B. Franklin. 

Oh tlie .30th of May, Dr. Franklin had written to M. de 
Sartine, for the purpose of ascertaining whether his Majesty 
Would consent tliat one of his vessels should accompany the 
AIHaiice, for the conveyance of supplies for the United 
States. In reply, on the SOth of Jan^ M. de Saftine ind- 
matM ttie King's wiUhigness, and assured die Americn Jol- 
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outer AAt directioBi had heeo given at L^Oricnt to afford 
to CoHimodore Jones every facility that he might require 
for his armament and departure. The Commodore had 
stated to M. de Sartine, that seamen for thq additional ves- 
' «ei might be obtained from tlie Alliance. 

On the $8tb of June, 1780, M. deSartine addressed a 
very.jflaUejring letter to Coimnodofe Jones, apprising him 
that ibe cross of the institution of Militaiy Merit, agreea- 
bly to the King^s previoiu detersiiiiatioii, was encloied in |l 
despatch to M. de la Luzerne, (he minister of France, near 
the United States, of wliich Jones was to be the bearer, and 
with which cross he was to be invested, by a chevalier of 
the order, as soon as Congress had assented to hit> accept- 
ance of it M. de Sartine likewise infbnned him that Aju 
Mi^ty had directed a golden headed sword to be made for 
him, which would be immediately delivered to hin|i« The 
letter is in the fbUowing woids: 

VertailUs, June 3814, 1780* 
Mr* Paul Jones, Commodore in the Navy of the United 

States of America. 

Sir, 

The King has already testified his approbation of the zeal 
and valor which you have displayed in Europe, in support 
of tfie common cause between the United ^tes and His 
Majesty, and he has also inibimed you of the distiagaished 
proofs he is disposed to give you thereof* Penoaded that 
the United Slates will ^ive their consent that you should 
receive the cross of the institution of Military Merit, I send 
you in the packet addressed to M. de la Luzerne, the one 
designed for you. You will be pleased to deliver him 
this packet, and he wiH confer on you this distinction 
bj a chevafier tiie institution, agreeably to His Majes- 
t^^a orders. But at any rate that you should have a proof 
of the King^s approbation and munificence, His l^i^ty has 
ordered a s3;old headed sword to be made for you, which 
will be immediately delivered to you, and he has the great- • 
est confidence in the use you will make of it for his glory 
and that of the Uuited States. I have the honor, ^c. 

Db SaBT19B« 

Commodore Jones was extremely grateful for the marks 
of distinction thus conterred upon him, and expressed his 
fcclii^ in the most fervent manner in his correspondence 
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with his friends. To one of diem, Mr. Genet, he %mte 
under date of the 1 9tb of July, 1780, *M am bound by grap 

titiide and honor to give oven- proof in my power of my 
affrrtion to Franre. Tell M. tie Ssirtine, and the rest of 
the Kiri'^-s minib>(< rs, lliat I would nithcr be shot to death 
than suUcTcd to pine away in idleness, while our glorioas 
caute is undetermined. I shall not die happy, unms they 

r've me an opportunity to prove by my actions, how mnch 
wish always to merit the favor ol the King, his ministeiBy 
and the nation. My best wishes will ever attend my 
friends in this kingdom, for their hberal minds do honor to 
human nature." 

Arrived at L'Orient from Paris, Jones found that Lan- 
dais, who seemed to be his evil genius, had in lus absence^ 
excited a refractory disposition in the crew of the Alliaixse, 
which had the effet I of preventing the Commodore from 
taking the command of that fri^te. and obliged him to sail 
for America on board the Ariel. The hoard of Admiralty 
afterward took cot^nizance of the dispute between Commo- 
dore Jones and Captain Landais; and having propounded 
questions to Dr. Franklin, in order to elicit information, 
oiat minister answered them, explained the circumstances 
which had occasioned so much chagrin to Jones, and pro> 
duced the unprofital'lo dissensions between him, l^n*!***, 
and the crew of the Alliance. With his answers vrzs for- 
warded a copy of the " concordat ^"^"^ the siijnint^ of which 
Jones i?o deeply rcj^retted, and from which sprung almost 
all his disagreements with Captain Landais, and M. Le Ray 
Chaumont. The former, he conceived, had availed him- 
self of the community of interests established by the ^ eonf- 
con2a/,'' to treat his ordefswith contempt, and the latter Ike 
thought had not acted correctly towards him in relation to 
the pjizes taken from the enemy. In illustrating more par- 
ticularly the sources of all the Commodore's distjuietudes, a 
date is here anticipated, to lay at once l»efore the reader 
Dr. Franklin^s tetter and answers to the board of Admiralty, 
and a copy of the etmtorSat^^ which will render more m- 
telli^ble the allusions in some of Jones's letters wri tt e n 
previously to that of Dr. Franklin to Francu Lewis, Esq. 

Francis Lewis, ES4., and llie Board of Adminilty. 

Gentlemen, Passu^ March \ 1th, \ 781. 

I receiTed the honor of youn, dated January the 2d, 
containing sundry ifuestiona rdative to the ship Alliaiice, 
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' anil fbe eipedHkm under the coanmnd of John Pkal 
Jlones, Esq. 

I woald remaik as to the expedition in genenl that this 

court having, I suppose, some enterprise in view, which 
Captain Jones, who had signaUzed his bravery in taking the 
Drake, wa«* thought a proper person to conduct, had soon 
after tlie action requested we would spare him to them, 
which was the more readily agreed to, as a differenee sab* 
fisted between him and his lieutenant, wiiieh laid ns mider 
a difficulty that was by this means .got over. Some time 
passed) however, before any steps were taken to employ 
nim in a manner a'^eeable to him, and possibly, the tirst 
project wa*^ laid n^ide. manv difficulties attending any at- 
temjit «jf introducing a foreii^n otVicer into the French ma- 
rine, as it disturbs the order of their promotion, &c., and he 
himself chooring to act rather under the comraissipn of Con- 
gress. However, a project was at length found, hj fur- 
nishing \um with some of the King^s ships, the officers of 
which were to have temporary^ Anierican commissions, 
which being posterior iri date to his commission, would put 
them naturally under his command tor the time, and the 
final intention, after various changes was to intercept the 
Baltic fleet : tbe Alliance was, at that tnooe under oroers to 
carr^ Mr. Adams back to America, but the minister o( the 
mnnne, by » written letter, requesting I would lend her to 
strengthen the little squadron, and ot!'enng a passage to Mr. 
Adams in one of the King's ships, I consented to their re- 
quest, hopint; that, besides obliging the minister, I might 
obtain the disposition of some prisoners, to exchange for our 
countrymen in England. 

Questions of the Admiralty Board, rcfpecting the squadron 
under the Chevalier John Paul Jones, answered. 

Qurs. ^V'hcther any agreement was made by you, dr any 
person in your behalf, with the owners of the ships, con- 
certed with the Alliance, in tliat expedition, respecting tlie 
shares they were severally to draw, of the pnaes mch 
might be taken during that expedition ? 
. j^ns. I never made such an agreement, nor any person in 
my behalf. I lent the Alliance to the King, simply at the 
minister's request, supposing it would be agreeable to Con- 
gress to oblige their ally ; and that the division, if there 
should be any thing to divide, would be according to the 
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lawi of France, or of America, as should be found 
equitable. But the Captains before they sailed, entered i 
to an agreement, called the concordat, to divide accordi 
to the rules of America, as they acted under American cotxx— 
xnifisions and colors. 

QtU8, What orders were given iq Captain Landais ? ^ 

Jlns. That he should obey the ordei*s of Capt. Joues. 

Qw8, What was the ground of the disputes betweex:^ 
Captain Jones and him? 

That when at sea together, he refused to obey 
Captain Joneses orders. 

QrMe£, Why did the Alliance lay so long at Port L'Orietit^ 
after her arrival there from the Texel, and in general every 
isibrmation in your power respecting tlie Alliance and the 
expedition referred to ? 

j^fw. Her laying so long at L'Orient was first occasioned by 
the mutinous disposition of the officers and men. who refused 
to raise the anchors until they should receive wages and 
prize money. 1 did not conceive they had a right to domaad 
payment of wages in a foreign couutry, or any where but at 
the port they came from, no one here knowing on what terms 
they were engaged, what they had k'eceivea, or what wa£ 
due to them. The prize money I wished them to have, 
but as that could not soon be obtained, 1 thought it wrong 
in them to detain the vessel on that account, and as / vras 
informed many of them were in want of necessaries, I ad- 
vanced 24,000 livres on account, and put it into Captain 
Jones's hands to relieve and pacify them, that they might go 
more willingly. But they were encouraged by some med- 
dling passengers to persist. The King would have taken the 
prizes, and paid for them, at the rate per gun, &c., as be pays 
for warlike vessels taken by his ships, but they raised a 
clamor at this, it being put into their heads that it was a 
project for cheating them, and they demanded a sale by- 
auction. The minister, who usually gives more, when ships 
are taken for the King, than they will produce by auction, 
readily consented to this, when 1 asked it of him ; but then 
this method required time to have them inventoried, adver- 
tised in diflerent ports, to create a fuller concurrence of 
buyers, ^c. ; Captain Jones came up to Paris, to hasteutbc 
proceedings, in his absence Captain Landais, by the advice 
of Mr. Lee and Conu Gillon, took possession of the (iap. 
and kept her long in writing up to Paris, waiting an- 
swers, &c.. 
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As the ministry had reasons, if some of the first plans had 
been pursued, to wish the expedition might be understood as 
American, the instructions were to be given by me, and (be 
outfit was committed to Momlear de Qunmioiit, known to 
be one of onr IHends, and well acquainted witti fluch aflaira* 
Monrieor le Marqtiis de la Fayette, who was.to hm been 
concerned in the execution, can probably acquaint yoti 
with those reasons ; if not, I shall do it hercaOer. It arter- 
ward continued in the hands of M. de Chaumont to "the 
end. 1 nerer paid or received a farthing, directly or indi- 
rectly, on account of the expedition ; and the captains hav- 
ing made him their trustee and aeent, it is to him they are 
(o apply Ibr tftetr prupoiiioiw of &e captures. 

Concordat made between Captain John Paul Jonea and 

the officer of the squadron. 

Afrrefment between Messieurs John Paul Jones, captain 
of the Bon homme Richard ; Pierre Landais, captain of the 
Alliance ; Dennis Nicolas Cottineau, captain of the Pallas ; " 
Joseph Verape, captain of the Stagg; and Philip Nicolas 
Rieot, captam of the Vengeance ; composing a squadron 
that shall be commanded by the oldest officer of tile highot 
srade, and so on in succession in case of death or retreat* 
None of the said commanders, whilst they are not separa- 
ted from the said squadron, by order of the minister shall act 
but by virtue of the brevet, which they shall have obtained 
from the United States of America, and it is agreed that the 
flag of the United States shall be displayed. 

The division of the prizes to the superior officers and 
Clews of' the said sqnadnm, shall be made agreeable to the 
American laws ; bnt it is agreed, timt the proportion of the 
whole, coming to each vessel in tiie squadiim, shall be regu- 
lated by the Minister of the marine department of France, 
and the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States of 
America* 

A copy of the American laws shall be annexed to the 
present agreement, after having been certified by the com- 
mander of the Bon homme Richard ; but as the said laws 
cannot foresee nor determine as to what may concern the 
vessels and subjects of other nations, it is expressly agreed, 
that ^rhatever may be contrary to tiiem shonld be Mulated 
by the Minister of the French marine, and the Buidster 
Plenipolentiaty of the United States of America. 



It is likewise agreed that the orders t;iven by the Minidter 
of the Freucb Marine, aud liie Miuister Pleoipoteutiaiy ol 
the United States shall be executed. 

CoQ^deniu; the lieGCM^jr there is of presenriiig die tii- 
teieito of eacE individotl, the prizes that snail be taken shaD 
be mnitled to the orders of Monsieur Lc Ray de Chau- 
moot, honorary intendant of the RoyaJ Hotel of Invalids, 
who has fumiihed the expenses of the armament of the said 
squadron. 

It has been agreed, that M. le Ray de Chaunionl be rc- 
ouested not to give up the part ol the prizes coming to all 
Qie crews, and to each individual of the said squadron, faitt 
to their Older, and to be responsible for the same in his ovB 
and propei^name. 

Whereas the said sqnadhm has been formed for the par- 
pos^ of injuring the common enemies of France and Ame- 
rica, it has been agreed that such armed vessels, whether 
• French or American, may be associated therewith by com- 
mon consent, as shall be found suitable for the puqtose, 
and that they shall have such proportion uf the prizes 
which shall be taken, as the laws of their respective coun- 
tries allow than* 

In case of the death of any of the before-mentioned coqi- 
manders of vessels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the ^ 
der of the tariflf, with liberty, however, for the successor 
choose whether he will remain on board his own vessel, and 
give up to the next in order, the command of the vacant ship. 

It has moreover been agreed, that the comjnander of the 
Stag shall be excepted from the last artii le of this present 
agreement, because in cai^e of a disaster to M. dc Varagc it 
flEall be replaced b? his second in command, and so on by 
the other officers of his cutter the Stag. 

J. P. JoviSy 
p. l an dais, 
De Cottinsav, 
De Varage, 
Le Ray dl Chaumoitt, 
• P. KlCOT. 

llie controversy between Commodore Jones and Captain 
Landais, respecting the command of the Alliance, was, ss 
Jones belieyed, secretly fomented by Mr. Arthur Lee, who, 
acting as an umpire in the case, assigned the coomiund of 
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die frigate to Landais. The annexed letter from that geiw» 
tieman to Commodore Jones will explain his avowed reat- 
•oQs fof this preference: 

VOrieni^ Jwu ISth, 1780. 

Captain J. P. Jones. 
Sir, 

When you shewed me yesterday the authorities under 
which you conceive you had a right to commaiMl the Alli- 
ance frigate, I told you it was not in my power to give yon 
an opinion upon them without seeing those of Captain Lan- 
dais ; and that I would not give an opinion in this matter, 
but in writing. Since tliat I have seen the authorities of 
Captain Landais, and I now shall state them both, with my 
opinion upon tliem j which I hope may be of use in pre- 
venting any (arther contest, which cannot but be disgraceful 
and injurious to ibe serrice, as well as to those who are in 
the wrong. 

The authorities you shewed me, consisted ofa commission 
from Congress appointing you a captain in the marine of 
the United States, and a late order from Dr. Franklin to you 
to take command of the Alliance, and carry her where she 
is ordered by the Admiralty. This order from Dr. Franks 
lin does not recite or allege any power from Congress to 
take the command iirom Captain Landais, and pnt another 
in his place. 

The authorities Captain Landais laid before me, were a 
commission from Congress, like yours, appointing him cap- 
tain in the service j — a resolve of Congress giving him the 
command of the Alliance frigate ; and a letter of instruc- 
tiona for that purpose from the Marine Commitfee. 

From these documents it is clear, beyond a possibility of 
doubt, that Captain Landais commands that ship under the 
full, direct, and express order of Congress ; and that no such 
authority appears to dismiss him from the command. In 
this situation, Captain Landais must answer at his peril 
for the frigate entrusted to him till he receives an order of 
Congress to deliver hsr to another. If any such order exists, 
llioee who have it do infinite wrong to the service in not 
producing it, to prevent any disturbance. If there is no 
such order, the subjects of the United States who attempt 
to divest Captain Landais of the command he holds from 
the sovereign power; or to disturb him by violence in the 
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ekercise of it, commit a high crime against the 1aw« and lo* 
Tercignty of the United States and subject tfaemselTes to i 
proportionable punishment. 

This, Sir, is my opinion founded upon ft cool and caodid 
consideration of the aotlioritiea on Mil Bides ; wUch aloae 
ought to determine our judgment and our actions. Yoa 
are at liberty to shew this letter to whom you please, or to 
send it to Ur. Franklin. Should it prevail upon tou (o 
urge this matter no farther till you know whether there is 
authority of Congress for what you are doing, I shall thvnk 
I have rendered no less service to you personally, iu pre- 
Tenting you from committing a rash and illegal action, maa 
to the public, the honor of which must be committed by 
such a contest in a foreign port* When 1 see such things 
threatened, my duty to my country, and the love of law and 
order, call upon me to do whatever is in my power to pre- 
vent them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Arthur Ln* 

Mr. Lee, however, was unquestionably in the wrong. 
Landais had resigned the command of the AJliance. had 
requested and obtained money from Dr. Franklin to repair 
to America, under the pretext of having his conduct inves* 
tigated, and Jones |iad received instructions both frosn Dt, 
.Franklin and the court of France to carry the fiigate back 
to the United States. An order, in fact, was issued by the 
French minister of marine to stop the sailing of the Alliance, 
if she attempted to proceed under the directions of Landais. 
But Commodore Jones, justly apprehending the conse- 
quences of violent measures, declined employing the means 
within his power to prevent her departure. Jones himself 
attriboied me partiality of Mr. Lee for Landais to impfi^ 
per motives. *' I am convinced," said he in a letter to illr* 
Morris, of the 27th of June, 1780, ''that Mr. Lee has acted 
in this matter merely because 1 would not become the ene- 
my of the venerable, the wise, and good Franklin, whose 
heart and head does, and always will do honor to human 
nature. I know the great and good in this kingdom bettez, 
perhaps, than any other American who has appeared in £«- 
rope since the treaty of alliance: and if mv testimooj 
would add any thing to Franklin's reputation, 1 could wit* 
Ms the onivenal veiieiitioa and esteem wMi which hb 
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name inspires all ranks, not only at Versailles and all over 
this kingdom, but also in Spain and in Hoiiand : and 1 can 
M, (mm the teBtimoiij ofthe int cfaar^cters of other na* 
11008, that, withhim, tmrjiitMn duaib» when the name gf 

Franklin is but mentioiied*" 
Dr. Franklin was aware of Mr. Lee's proceediogiB. He 

had given directions that he should have a passage home to 
America in the Alliance ; but, on learning that he had been 
instrumental in promoting disatlection among the crew, be 
wiote to Jones, revoking the order : 

PodtjffJwu 17iA,1780. 
Honorable Commodore Jones. 

Sir, 

Having been informed by several gentlemen of and from 
L'OrienC that it is there generally understock the meeting 
on board jour ship has been advised or promoted hy 
honorable Arthnr Liee, Esq. whom I had ordered you to re* 
ceive as a passenger ; 1 hereby withdraw that order, so far 
as to leave the execution of it to your discretion ; that if 
from the ci rcunnstances which have come to your knowledge, 
it should appear to you, that the peace and good govern- 
nent of the ship during the Tovage may be endangered bj 
his presence, jou may decline taking that gentleman ; which 
1 apprehend need not obstruct his letam to America, at 
mre are several ships going under your convoy, and no 
donbt many of their passengers may be prevailed with to 
change places. But if you judge these suspicions ground* 
less, you will comply with the order aforesaid, 

I have the honor to be, ke» 

B. Frahklut* 

Jones was the more mortified at the delay which these 
bickerings occadmied in the saUnnE of the AUiance, as she 
had on board stores for the nse of the United Stales^ which 
were much wanted for the supply of the American army. 

In a letter to Madam T , of the 24th of July, 1780, 

he adverted to the affair between himself and Laodais in 
the following manner : 

VOrimi, My 1780. 

Madam, 

When you did me the honor to ask my promise to write 
to you a particular account of my services iu this revolu- 
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ttoft and of my late expedition, 1 tboog^t myself Terjlnppf 
indeed in enjoying that pleasing proof of your atteatioii | 
and it was my firm intention to have fulfilled my promiK 
with you on that bead, immediately after my return here. 
Had I undertaken to write my own history to a lady of a 

less elevated mind than Madam T , 1 should have run 

too great a risk, especially in what relates to my last 
battle ; many circumstances of which are not yet known 
to the world, and are of such a nature as not to be befieteA 
by an ordinair mind upon the evidence of an indhridual. 
With yon, Ibdam, I have not the remotest doubt, and the 
extraordinary event that took place here, with respect to 
the Allianrc, is the only reason that has withheld my pen. 
I confess to you I feel rather ashamed that such an event 
should have happened ; although God knows it was not 
owing to any fault of mine. The true reason was, M. Ic 
Ray de Cljaumont unjustly detained from the brave Ame- 
ricans who bad so served In the souadron under my 
command, not onJ j fbdr wages, but also tneir prize-money ; 
and be has not, even to this hour, given Ibe means of pay 
ing them their just clauns. One or two envious persons 
here, taking advantage of these circumstances, persua- 
ded these poor people that I had joined with M. de Chau- 
mont to detain from them their just dues ; and that it was 
besides my intention to carry them on new expeditions in 
Europe, and not to suffer them to return to their taffies a 
Amenca during the war* These insinuations were false anA 
groundless. I had disapproved the conduct of BL )e Ray 
de Chaumont so much as neither to speak nor write to him 
after mj return to France. My sole business at court was 
to obtam the free sale of the prizes, which 1 effected. And 
far from being then bound on new expeditions in Europe. 1 
was ordered by the Board of Admiralty in America to rctiim 
forthwith to Cong|re88, and had in consec^uence received the 
public despatches botti from Mr. Franklin and the court.^ 
The Alliance, however, was burned out of this port beta 
tile crew had time for reflection ; yet before they sailed from 
the Road of Groaix many of them, seeing their error, refused 
to weigh anchor, and were carried to sea confined hands and 
feet in irons. The government of France had taken mea- 
sures to stop the ship, but I interposed, to prevent blood- 
shed between the subjects of the two allied nations. I am 
now again almost ready to sail in the Ariel, and I know soon 
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afler my arrival m America, that Congre88 will render me 
iDipartial justice. 'I will then have the h^pineas to furnish 
you with the account I promised, and the circumstances will 
b€ supported by the fullest evidence. I dare promise that 
it will then appear that 1 have only been to blame for hav- 
ing returned here from Paris, without having insisted abso- 
hitely on the previous payment of my men. Money is 
essential in war : in love, you will tell me, perhaps, the case 
may |ie otherwise. I hare stiU in contemplation to return 
to France soon after I arrive in America, for I have the most 
ardent desire to give the court, the nation, and my friends, 
farther proofs of my gratitude, by my services in the glori- 
ous cause of freedom that France has so nobly espoused in 
concert with Aiaetktu The liiigaha- honors I have lately 
received from the King, have made the deepest and most 
lasting impression on my heart, and it shall be my constant 
care to deserve the continuance of His Majesty's esteem. 
' Although my departure is near, yet 1 hope to have the 
honor of a letter from you before I sail. 1 hope my con- 
duct will always merit your p;ood opinion, and that you will 
honor me in consequence with your attention, and permit 
me to consider you as one of my best friends* 

I am, Madam, with the most profound respect, yours, &c. 

As the name of the Alliance and that of Capt. Landais, 
have been frequently introduced into this volume, in con- 
nexion with the occurrences incident to the liie of Commo- 
Jones, it may not be unacceptable to the reader to be 
made more particularly acquainted wifli the history of the 
captain and of the ship. The onlv account of the former, 
within the reach of the author, is from the pen of Commo- 
dore Jones ; and, as it is from that source, should be r(>( ci- 
ved with some degree of caution. In a memorandum, dated 
at Versailles, on the 17th of June, 1780, Jones stated, that. 
When the treaty of alliance with France arriTod in Ame- 
rica, Congress, feeling the most lively sentiments of grati- 
' tode towards France, thou^t how they might manifest the 
satisfaction of the continent by some public act. The hnest 
frigate in the service was on the stocks, ready to be launch- 
ed, and it was resolved to call lier the Alliance. M. Lan- 
dais, a French subject, who had then arrived iu America 
fiikni France^ as master of a merchant ship laden with pub- 
lic stores, had reported that he had been a captain in tho 
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royal jolwj of Prance, had commanded a ship of the line, 
been a chief officer of the imtof Biest, and was of lool 
worth and estiniation Ibr his great abihties that be cooli 
have had any honois or advancement in his own ceontiy 

tliat he pleased to accept; but that his desire to serve Ame- 
rica had induced him to leave his own country, and even 
to refuse to receive the Cross of St. Louis, that he might be 
at hberty to abjure tiie rehgion of his forefathers, vhicb he 
did aceoidingly. CoDgress, betieving M. Lmidais Id be in 
iiigb esteem at the Coait of VeneiUes, and tfainkiBg. «itk 
reason, that it would give pleasure to His Majesty to fiai 
that one of his worthy subjects had been treated with dis- 
tinction in America, appointed him captain of the Alliance/* 
Capt. Landais was well known to the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, especially during the latter years of his hie* ile 
died on Long-Island, in the state of New- York. ForaM* 
eideiable time prior to his death, be was an annual pditiDii^ 
er to Congress, on whose sessions he often attended} t»wm 
his claim |br indemnity, on accoant of bis portion af tba 
prize-money which ought to have accrued litmi three prizes 
sent into Norway, whiht he was in command of the Alli- 
ance in Europe. His temper, even in old age, appeared to 
be severe \ for whilst at Washington, he could not avoid be- 
traying his irritability. A remaricanle instance of tbb en* 
happy constitutional excitability is related of him witfi r^ 
sprrt to a member of Congress, who had spoken rstfaer 
slightingly of him. Landais dressed himself in his uniform, 
with a small sword by his side, and repaired to the gallery 
of the House of Representatives, when in session ; indica- 
ting thereby, as well as in conversation with his ac(^uaiiitaii- 
ces, that he was prepered to give any gentleman 'S n t afc cliett 



flooting a remark ascribed to Henry IV. of France, tlMt 
" if there was bad blood in Congress he would draw it."— 
He affirmed to the last, that he, and not Jones, captured 
the Serapis, attributing her surrender entirely to his having 
raked her from the Alliance ; — about which the reader bss 
teen that his assertion was entirely void of foundation. 

On the Sd of August, 1 780, Jones addrsMed the fei ki w in 
letter to the Coant de Vergennes, and a sunilar one to the 
Count dc Maurepas. The contents denote the actirity of 
his mind, his continual anxiety for the furtherance of the 
American cause, and his accurate views of the best method 
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6f annoying the enemy. Of the ideas or plan to which he 
alludes in this letter there is no written statement in posses- 
sion of the author, farther than what is contained in the an- 
airer of Ihe Couut de Maurepas, which is subjoined : 

VOrUnt^ Auguit 2d, 1780. 

Hit Excellcncj M« i« Compte de Vulobnvbs, kc. 
My LoRDy 

1 should be unworthy of tlie illustrious marks that 1 have 
lately received of the royal favor, if I were not constantly 
impressed with the most ardent zeal to merit the continue 
ance of his Majesty's approbation, by an invariable atten- 
tion to the mutual interests of France and America. Al- 
ftough my departure for America has been protracted by 
unforeseen events, it is not yet too late for government to 
pray the Congress that I mav, during the remainder of this 
war, be constantly employed on active and usefid jervices, 
tending to distract and distress the common enemy. Adcr 
having been so highly honored by the kind attentions of the 
King's ministers, and their approbation of my poor services, 
I am convinced that 1 shall still find such support and pro- 
tection from this government, as may enable me to ^rove 
my gratitude by my future actions. 

Since I had me boBor ci laying before year Excellency, 
in the ooBtfa of May Htft, my project for future expeditions, 
the events of the war have not so altered circumstances as 
to render my ideas inexpedient: on the contrary, the farther 
the war advances, I am the more confirmed in the utili^ that 
would result to the common cause from such services as I 
have therein hinted at. I was then happy in finding that 
your excellency approved of my ideas: It is therefore that 
1 now enclose a copy, which 1 beseech your Excellency to 
reconsider and lay before his Majesty's privy council. It 
such expeditions as I wish to command were to be itted out 
in AnuneOf I mlijtA be able with the greater certainty to 
strike the fint hlom by a complete surprise. Before the 
fleet of his Majesty sailed from Brest the first time, under 
Count D'OrvilUers, M. de Chaumont told me it was the 
desire of government to have my ideas on private expedi- 
tions in writing. I gave him with great pleasure many ideas, 
from my long knowledge of the enemy's trade and situation, 
that mi«rht have proved of great advantage to our cause, and 
1 wish Ai. tie Chaumont had givt^a all my then ideas to the 
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court, altliough I am told he has taken credit for some ctf 
them as his own. i am now nearly ready for the sea with 
His Majesty's sloop of war the Ariel, and I should be happjf 
to carrj with me to Congress the intereitof tbiigoTeniBiail 
Ibr my promotion ; bat especially that I may be henceMb 
cpostantly employed in the most active and enterprisiDg se^ 
vices, with such a force under my command as may eoaUs 
me effectually to promote the interest of our glorious cause. 
Thi"!, my lord, would be my supreme ambition, actuated by 
no mean views of self-interest, but inspired by the purest 
principles of gratitude and philanthropy. It is upon this 
ground alone that I depend on the constant protectioo of the 
King, your Excellency, and this government. 

It is absolutely necessary, my lord, to destroy the fbrdm 
commerce of the English, especially their trade to flie Bu-' 
tic, from whence itiey draw sJl the supplies for dieir msriaei 
It is equally necessary to alarm their coasts, not only in the 
colonies abroad, but even in their islands at home* Hieie 
thinc^ would distress and distract the enemy much more 
than many battles between fleets of equal force. England 
has carried on the war against America in a far more barba- 
rous form than she durst have adopted against any power of 
Europe. America has a right to retaliate ; and by our hav- 
ing toe same language and customs with the enemy, we ire 
in a situation to surprise their coasta and take such advan- 
tage of their unguarded situation, under the flag of America, 
as can never be done under the flag of Ftance. This is not 
theory, for I have proved it by my experience; and if i 
have opportimity I will yet prove it more fully. 

I shall be happy, my lord, to be honored with your Excel- 
lency's determination as soon as possible, as 1 purpose to 
proceed with the utmost expedition to Philadelphia, and as 
tlierc is no time to lose in preparing for the operations 
tl)e next campaign. 

J am, my lord, your Excellency's most obliged, 

Most obedient, and most himible senrant. 

Com. Paul Jones* 

Sir, 

1 have received with great pleasure, and read with atten- 
tion the letter wrote me the 2d instant from L'Orient. 1 
have remarked therein the continuation of your zeal for the 
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commou caase. 1 have examined and comrimuicated to 
M. de Sartine the project annexed to your letter, and wc 
hare no manner of doubt of the good effect that would re* 
suit, wwe k entrusted to you. But at present it could not 
be sud wliftt number of (rigitea nig^ ne emplojed, tfaef 
being all actnally armed on aecoont of King, and the 
plan of the approaching campaign b not yet sufficiently de* 
termined, positively to say how many frigates may be given 
to you. But this need not prevent, if you have ihe consent 
of Congress, the execution of the first part of your scheme, 
to come here as you propose with the Alliance, aud tlie 
other vessels which you jna^ have, and with a sdSeieat 
American crew to arm the frigates which may join yon. I 
wfl] endeavour here to secure some for you, or to substitnte 
privateers in their place. This is all 1 can inform yon ( f for 
the present. The conduct you hiivc observed, and the zeal 
you have shown for the service, must as^^uro you of the 
readiness with which 1 shall always aid any enterprise in 
which you may be concerned. Be assured, Sir, of the de- 
sire 1 Imve of rendering you any service, and convincing 
you of the sentiments with which, I am, &c. 

Hauebpas. 

On the'Slst of September flie Comniodore replied to ttm 
Count de Maarepas evincing the same resolnte spirit of per- 
severance in the cause of American Independence, for 
which, from his tot entrance into the service, he had been 
remarkable: 

Jlriel, Groauc^ September ^Itt^ 1780. 
His Excellency M. le Compte de > 

Maurepas, &c. 5 
My Lord, 

I received in its due course, the letter that your Excel- 
iency condescended to write me from V ersailles the 1 5th ult., 
I having been detained in this road bv contrary and stormy 
winds ever since the 4th current. I have postponed wri- 
ting to rou until I could tell you at the same time, the wind 
being lair, that 1 was immediately about to depart. The 
prospect is become proniisini^ this evening, and I hope to set 
sail to-morrow. My lord, I want words to express my thanks 
for your very kind letter ; but it shall be the ambition of my 
life to merit your Excellency's protection, and to exert all 
my abilities, such as they are, with doable ardor, to prove 
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my gr-ciielui atuchinent and zeal for the glory and interest 
of the King, his ministers, and tliis generous minded nation. 
By the fear late slibt tfuit are anii^ at L'Qrie&t from PIh- 
Melphia, I learn that the Congress and all America were 
waimly my friends.' This eannot hot afihid me real satis* 
miction as a citizen of America ; and more especially, be- 
eanse I shall be the better able to accomplish the first part of 
my project, agreeable to your Excellency's proposal. — by 
providing the frigates and men in question in America, which 
will 1 fondly hope enable me etfectually to promote the 
glory and success of the common cause. With the most 
lively sentiments of esteem, and respect, I am, 

My lord, &c 

Commodore Jones proceeded from L'Orient to Groaix. 
on the 4th of September, and was detained in that road, hy 
storms and contrary winds, until the 7th of October 1780, 
when he put to sea in tlie Ariel the first time. She had the 
mitfortime to be dismasted, which occasioned his return. 
To the daiieen he escaped, he alludes in a letter to Dr. E. 
Bancroft, of die 17th oi October: 

Orient, October 17th, 1780. 

K. Bancroft, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 

I am, my dear Sir, returned to France witlioot lameli^ and 
which is worse miihoui having been abh to nndeneetiu to 

mir cause, I must refer you to Count de Vauban, the bearer 
of tiiis letter, for a description of the late storm. 1 shall 

only say, it far exceeded all my former ideas of tempest. 
We must console our!»clves that no lives were lost, — an event 
remarkably fortunate under such circumstances. You have 
no doubt received news from America. 1 have seen some 
of the papers, but find nothing very apjreeable, except fhe 
address of the assembly of Rhode Island to the Count de 
Rochamheau and tiie answer. Mr. Wharton and myself 
would be glad to hear from you anjr thing you find mle> 
resting. Lee had reached Philadelphta the night before one 
of Captain HalPs passengers left it ; but we know nothiqg 
farther, except that no guns were fired, no bells were rung, 
nor bonfires made in consequence of so great an event! 
Your affairs are dry and safe, thoui^h many of ourthins^s arc 
damaged, I mean our clothitig, and books kc. Part of (be 
powder, arms, aud bread, ^c. are wet. Count de Vaubaii 
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behaved remarkably well, and appears to me to be a very 
worthy character. He is determined to use his interest witli 
the Duke de Orleans, that the Ttrpsicon, may be substituted 
tor tbe Ariel* 

I am not lew a friend novr, than I wisfermeily to Madam 

Chaumont and her family. Pray have you seen- mr fair 
friend the Countess of N. — she is I understand returned from 
Aix, 4ad I am verjr anxioua to hear firom her. 

T am, &c. 

A more particular account of this calamitjr is contained 

in the following 4ocument : — 

We, the officers of the ship of war Ariel, in the ser- 
vice of the United States of America, do hereby declare, 
that having been detained in the road of Groaix by stormy 
and contrary winds from the 4th ult. so that it was impos- 
sible to proceed on our voyage to America, before the 7tb 
carre&t ; we on tliat day wewhed anchor at 9 In the after* 
noon, the wind being at N. W. and the weather havii^ 
a very good appearance. We had under convoy two 
bngantines belonging to America named the Duke of Lein- 
ster and Luke, partly laden with public stores, and one lug- 
ger named the belonging to France. In the night 

the wind fell very moderate, and the weather was very 
serene^ At — o'ctockhi tfie nioiniiig of theStb^ wM 
sprung ap a moderate bfeeae at S. by W. AtSo^clockthe 
island oTGroaix bore by compass In. E. by E* distance 5 
leagues. It was then squally weather with showers of rain, 
the wind at S. by W., and immediately afterward we lost 
Ki^ht of the land. The weather became very thick and the 
wind increased. By this time the storm had become so 
violent, that the lee fore yard-arm was frequently under • 
water. The lee gangway was laid entirely under the water, 
and the lee side of the waist was full. The water in the hold 
flowed into the cockpit, notwithstanding the utmost efforts 
of the chain pumps. In this distress at 1 1 we let drop the 
best bower anchor in 30 fathom, but it would not bring the. 
ship's head to the wind. The captain ordered the wea- 
ther shrouds of the fore-mast to be cut, and the ship then 
brought up and rode head to the wind. Hie heel of <lie 
fore-mast carried away from, the bow the stream and kedge 
anchors. The agitation of the elements was so violent tbt 
main-mast could not stand, but reeled about Ulre a man 



^mk* (Mm veie therefiuw gjiyeo to cut awat^ tfae«i»r- 
bqard dirouds so as to let it (all over the larboard Ade to 
Sttre, if possible, the mizen-mast. Before this could be 

done the larboard shrouds and chain-plates gave way, and 
the main-mast fell over the starboard side, carrying with it 
the mizen-mast and quarter gallery. The main-mast had 
worked the heel out of the step. The ship leaked, thougti 
less than might have been expected, and the people were 
employed at the pumps and to clear away- & wreck; on 
iht 9th at noon, saw the suii,\and observed the latitude 47 
d^* aod 47 min. The storm continued with very little in- 
termission until the morning of the 10th, and the agitation 
rendered it impossible to erect jury-masts ; we made the 
best preparation we could for that purpose, and succeeded 
so as to be able to cut our cable at 1 o'clock in the morn- 
ing of the llfh. The wind had then come roondto W. N« 
W,, and we steered oat S. S« W. tiU 4 o'clock, and fintfsig 
then 10 fathom water, we bore away, £. S. E. At 8 
o'clock, steered easterly; at 10 o'clock saw the island of 
Groaix hearing; E. N. E., and at 6 in the evening anchored 
in the road of Groaix. In the morning of the r2th we got 
a pilot from L' Orient, who, at 3 o'clock, brought the Ariel 
to an ancluMr in Hie taailior of L'Orient, where we now al- 
teet and tubecribe all the circomslances of tbe wfdnn de- 
claration as matters of fact. And we apprehend tibat )>art 
of the public stores on hoard arc damaged* Done on board 
the Ariel in the harbor of L'Orient, iMi 13th of Octo- 
ber. 1780. 

Signed by the officers. 

ITe sailed as:ain on the 1 8ih of December, and anived 
safely in the United States. 

The following extract from the journal, given by him to 
His Maiesty tlic King of France, will illustrate the dexteritr 
wifli wnich on 'tbe fiulowiiig occarion he extricated himsdn 
fioin peril, and the more so at this particolar time, as the 
Ariel was deeply laden with militarj stores for tte ose of 
the army 

After -having met several vessds I at last met As 
ftigate Triumph of 20 guns, belonging to the British navy. 

As that frigate sailed much faster than the Ariel, I could 
not avoid an engagement, but I so well manoeuvred and so 
.well «oncealed mj preparations for an engagement that the 
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cnemj thought ot nothing else than making an easj con- 
quest aud a good prize. 

M the night approached tfie Triuinph hailed (he Ariel, 
and the enemy waa much aurprised to 6iid he had to con- 
tend with a force so nearly equal to hb own. Am the tiPO 
frigates carried the English flag, there ensued a conversa- 
tion between the commander of the Triumph and me, by 
winch 1 learned the situation of the Enghsh affairs in Ame- 
rica. At last 1 pretended not to believe tliat the Triumph 
belonged to the british navy, and. 1 insisted that the captain 
thould come on board the Ariel to show me hia commisiioii. 
The captain excused himself by iaying that hia boata leak- 
ed, and that 1 had told him neither my name nor that of my 
frigato, I answered I had no account to give to him, and that I 
allowed him only five minutes to determine. That time hav- 
ing expired, and the Ariel heing situated abreast and to. 
leeward, about 30 feet dibtaut, 1 hoisted the American flag 
and be^an the engagement. Never waa I ni any pncedhig 
acliiui, aa much pleased as in thia of the Aria, ^with the 
regular and vigorous fire of the topa and the deck gunsk 
This proceeded from the arrangement and preparation 
which had preceded the action, by placing the c^cera and 
passengers of the Ariel in different parts of the ship to pre- 
vent the men from deserting their posts, and to encourage 
fhera to do their duty ; whiai proves the advantage of hav- 
ing good officert, lor ^re never waa a more indiflereiit 
eicur than that of the Arid* 
Aifter a short resistance the enemy struck hia colours ; 
captain of the Triumph begged for quarters, saying that 
he surrendered, and that half^ of his people were killed* 
I immediately ordered the firing to cease, and there were 
aeveral huzzas on board the Ariel, as is usual after a vic- 
torT ; hot a minvle afterward the captain of the Triam|^ 
laid baaenem to fill his amis and run awaT« It was not 
in my power to prevent this, the Triumph sailing much 
faster than the Ariel. But if the British government had 
that feeling of honor and Justice which becomes a great na- 
tion, they would have delivered up to the United States 
that frigate as belonging to them ; and would have punished 
in the most exemplary manner, her captain, for having 
then violafted the lawa of war, and the custom of civilized 
mtiou.** 

Complaints by Mr. I^e and Capt. Landais, had, no 



doubt, preceded him ; for he was immediately afterward 
called apon by the Board of Admiralty to answer forty-seven 
interrogatories, the answei-s to which would embrace the 
whole of his public transactions, from the period of his de- 
parture from Portsmouth in the Ranger, until his return to 
the United States in the Ariel. On the 20th of February 
1781, Mr. John Brown enclosed the interrogatories to lum 
in the subjoined terms : 

Admiralty Office, February 20th, 1781. 
Captain Paul Jones is hereby required to answer the fol- 
lowing questioDs ID writingy as soon as possible ; and to pro- 
duce the original orders. 

. Bj order of the Board, 

John Bbowh, SeenUuy* 

Wttii this roqaisitioa Jones complied on the 31atof lisniit 
and as the copy of the answers is in hb own hand writing, 
hen^ indeed, the original thereof^ they are here introduc^ 
as containing a precise narrative of the incidents of his life 
dnrioga foiy interesting period of it :— - 

I Philadelphia, Mareh^ 1781. 

JoBV Beown Esa», Secretary of Admiralty. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to give the following answers to the 
questions proposed to mc by the board of Admiralty, Feb* 
ruary 20th, and March 1st, 1781 : — 

Answer \st, I sailed from Portsmouth in New Hamp- 
shire, the first day of November 1777, by order of the Ma- 
rine Committee, dated September 6th, 1777 ; having oq 
board the despatches respecting the victory of Saratoga, 
and being bound for France, to take command of a large *• 
ship then building for America at Amsterdam, agreeable to 
' oroen from the Secret Committee, dated May 9th, to the 
commissioners at Paris. 

2. 1 tooktwobrigantineson the passage, laden with fruit, 
wine, &c., bound from Malaga for l.ondon. 1 ordered the 
prize masters to deliver them to the Continental agents, Mr* 
Thomas Morris, and Mr. Alderman Lee in France, in con- 
formity to the orders I had formerly received from the Com- 
mittee of Congress. One of these prizes arrived at Bour- 
deaux,the other at Nantes. Being at Nantes mysell, I pro- 
posed to send the one arrived there to America, finding she 
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woQld h^vmme in Fnnce, but this Mr. Morro wonld 

not agree to* . I believe Mr. DunJap Jiad his authority either 
ifom the agenti, or the commissioners. He had no appoint- 
ment from me. He accounted at last for the captors^ part 
of the sale to Mr. Williams, who paid them before the Ran- 
ger left France for America ; and 1 suppose he accounted 
for the Continental part to the commissioners. The commis- 
sioners sent for me to Paris, to consult on future operations 
respecting the ship of war Indjuu, built for America at Am- 
sterdam, and proposed to be put wider 107 eoamumd \ but 
after 1 bad lenuuMd at Paris three weeks^ the coinmiision- 
M ioC^msed me they had aasigiied over the property of 
that ohip.t» the King of France, whose property she still 
aaams to be. As nothing had been hitherto done for the re« 
lief of the unfortunate Americans confined in English dun- 
geons, I determined if possible to effect their exchange, and 
to put an end to the cruel burnings of our enemies on tlu? 
continent. The commissioners were not in my secret, as 
appears by the unrestraining papers 1 tlieu received from 
them, d^ted Paris, January Ifitb, 16th, 17th, and 18tb, 1778. 

I Mtaraed to Nantes^ and sent the coainiiBsionani the 
flcbeoie that was afterward adopted fi>r Connt d'Estatng's 
expedition. I also demanded, and obtained a salute from 
the flag of France, both at Qaiberon, and at Brest, before 
the treaty of alliance was announced. J sailed from Brest 
in the Ranger into the Irish channel, made a descent at 
Whitehaven with 30 men only, surpritied and (00k two strong 
forts, with 30 pieces of cannon, and set fire to the shipping, 
where there lay 300 or upwards, in the dry pier. That both 
the shipping and town, containing from 40 to 50 thousand 
whsManls was not bmt t(^ aaheSf was owing to Ifae back- 
wardness of some penons under my command. I landed 
flie day afterward in Scotland, in order to take some nobte^ 
man prisoner, as an hostsge for the good treatment and ex- 
change of oar countrymen in England. The Earl of Sel* 
kirk lived near the shore, and it was my intention to take 
him ; but he being from home, 1 was obliged to give way to 
the munnurs of my party, and sutfer them to bring away 
the family plate. 1 have since purchased it, and restored it 
to the fair owner. We took the sloop of war Drake of 20 
guns, and an hundred and seventy-five men, sent in pursuit 
of the Ranger. I had bat an hundred and twen^*thiee men 
and 18 gnns in the Ranger. We took also fire other prizes^ 



ai4 



sunk three ol' theni, and arrived with the Drake, the other 
twTOyiliid'SOOptieoiienatBfeBtyHfty 7tb, 1778, hmpgheen 
absent oofy fi8 days. 

Sm I ttm*iHialiile to say with certaioty, by whom the then 
agents were appointed. Mr. Morris was dead, and Mr. 
Sweiejhauser informed me by letter that Mr. Williams bad 
nothint]; to do with public affairs, and that Mr. Aiderman 
Lee, before he went to Germany, had appointed him (Mr. 
Sweighauter,) as bis deputy agent, Hit conduct 
not MliifiMioij tD me, oeeewe hte inquiry wm ' only imp 
peetiiig the prizes : because he left me Cm' a poolh, i» 
care my wounded,. to feed my peoplei to guard my prisoii* 
ers, and to refit the Ranger on my own credit : becau?* my 
prizes were actually attached afterward for provi&ioL that 
had been furnished to the Ranger, by Monsieur Bersole be- 
fore that ship sailed on the expedition from Bre^t : becauso 
he sold my prises at last, willMKit my proper aothority, and 
wHhirat giving the public proper notfoa of that salei aai h^ 
cause I believe he has not yet accoontad to the craer of Ifaa 
Ranger, for their share in their prizes, that were, I under- 
stand, while in his hands, shamenilly plundered, and at last 



transactions were ended, I authorized Mr. illiams to re- 
ceive from Mr. Swetghaueer what be pleased to allow as nay 
share in these prises, and Mr. Williams gave me amVtfli 
hb accoont, in |Mrt of the monies I had beea oUioid loboff>- 
fow from my private fineods. 1 do not remember me smoaill 
of what Mr. Williams received ; nor do 1 find the accomit 
among my papers, that have been several times broken open. 

Periiaps Mr. Sweighauser had Alderman Lee^s^appoint- 
ment confirmed by the commissioners, for his deputy assumed 
the agency at L'Orient immediately on the revolt of the 
AUianee, aad went to a eonriderableeipeiiBe, which he has 
since repented, as 1 ondentsnd, hb bifls havhig been refiaed 
by Mr. FVuiklia. 

4. The prisoners were ?:uarded on board one of my pri- 
zes by French soldiers, and none escaped from the month of 
May until the middle of September. This guard cost Ame- 
. rica nothing ; 1 obtained it on my own credit, and the sol- 
diers were ereo fed at tbe King's expense. Many of them 
escaped afterward iHdle they fesnained under toe care of 
Mr. Sweiphattser, and the remaiDder were at last eiebaaged 
Ibr Amencan seaoien. 



given away rather than sold. 
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' 5. 1 left tbe Ranger i& die beginning of Joiie» 1778, on 
an invitation from me Ckmrt of France, communicated te 
me by His Excellency B. Franklin Elsq., (which was after- 
ward approved of by the commissioners,) in order as it 
then appeared, to command the ship built for America at 
Amsterdam, that had been assigned over to the King, by the 
eommiiiioDen. Thnt ahip to be, ■• I undentood, pre- 
lenled to AiMrica, mod supported oader our flag bj the 
King. 

6. I took command of the Bon homme Richard, the 4th 
of February 1779, agreeable to a letter of that date, ad- 
dressed to me by His Excellency M. de Sartine. 

7. The Bou homme Richard was the property of the 
King, and all the squadron I commanded was at the eipenie 
of the cfowii of Ffanco. Thb to clear ftom a letter I re- 
€dw9d from Hto EicelknejB. FtanidiD Eiq^ dated IStbof 
August, 1780, &c. 

8. 1 have never borne, nor acted under any otbor conuuto- 
aion than that of the Congress of America. 

9. The squadron I commanded, was at the first left en- 
tirely at my discretion, as well as the French troops that go- 
TenuBOot propoaed to embark. I had a ?ariety of objwta 
ai WW, and should have endeavoured to execute aome of 
the projects I had hud before the Minister of the nariiia* 
But when the Marquis de la Fayette arrived in France, the 
court again sent for me express to L'Orient. It was deter- 
mined the Marquis should command the troops ; — the Al- 
liance was made part of the squadron, and I received orders 
§ar an oi p ed iti oB, fioaa Wt EbmIImicj BeDjanin Frank- 
lill,Esq« 

iOm The Alliance was pwt Wider mj ordeiB by Un £^ 

cellcncy B. Franklin, Esq. 

1 1 . The squadron being at first committed to my discretion, 
I had, as I have already said, a variety of objects, but no 
person was in my secret. I hope it is not doubted it was 
my intention to cfiBtreis the enemy, and promote to flw «!• 
moat of my abiiit}r the motmd inteieitBof France and Amo« 
rica, and it is not improbable I tti|^ hftTeappeared leaton- 
ably on this coast. 

1 3. I have already said I had a variety of objects in 
.view. This will best appear by a general review of my 
correspondence. My first object was the cause of humanity 
to effect the liberty and exchange of our unfortunate fellow 

F f 



cilixeiis confined as pirates, felons, and traiiorB,^' in tkie 
dungeons of England, and to put a stop to the savage bum* 
ings and wanton cruelties of the enemy on thie continent. 
Mj second and last object has been the honor of the Ame* 
rican flag. The orders I received in Europe will best ei» 
plain the objects of the Court of France, and of the Ame- 
rican minister at that court. 

13. The expense of the anDAtteat was paid br 
of Fraiice,(tfae men's wages who belonged to the Bon hane 
Richeid, and were carried away fironi L'Orfont in irooe on 
board the Alliance CKcepted,) these poor men were not paid 
owing to the revolt onboard that ship, and the trifling, and 
Idle excuses formerly made from time to time by M, le Ray 
de Chaumont. to whom government had entrusted the funds 
as a commissary for the expense of that armament. The 
Alliance appears to have been provided with stores and pro« 
vision at the expense of the court from the time of joining 
Ihe flqnadroB imtil her retam to hHkkmt ftoo^ Spain, the 
lOCh day of Febraarv, 1730. Bet I did not ifind liwt llie 
court meant to pav the nien's wages of that ship, though I 
endeavored to obtain that paymest I am nncertmi 
whether the expense of the Alliance after, her return to 
L'Orient was on account of the Court, or of the United 
States : — sometimes 1 believed the one, end sometimes the 
ottier. 

! 4. The Alliance was undoubtedly to share in prizes taken 
by the squadron, in proportion to the number of her men, 
m the nnmber and caKbre of her gu ns. 

15. I know ^ no ordinance made by the Kh^. mpee^ 
ing the squadron His Majesty put vmier my rnmmami 
But as the squadron waa oilder the flag of America^ the offi- 
cers appear entitled to every advantaige that any other offi- 
cers may or can claim under the establishment of themaane 
laws of America, and the rules of the continental navy. 

16. 1 have given a particular account of my expedition 
• from L'Orient round the west of Ireland, north of Scotland, 

and east of England, to the Texel, in a letter to the Minis- 
tor of these States at the Court of Versailles, and to the 
lluuiter<tf the Marine, dated on>Nurd the Serepis, off the 
Texel, Ibe M of October, 1779, copies wheraor warn nnt 
to the President of Congress. I find on the retoin of 406 
prisoners at the Texel, November 4th, 1779, I S masters of 
aePchaDtmen, 80 that tbefqaadfon took 16 say, indodi^^ 
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the Serapis and Countess of Scarborougli. i need uoi oL>- 
serve boir much miffbt have been done, if due subordinatioo 
hMl prevailed in.wiquadron. 

17. A ship and two brigantincs, taken by the squadroii 
off the entrance of the Channel and west of Ireland, were 
ordered for France. The hriijantinrs arrived at L'Orient, 
and were sold there. 'J'he ship was not heard of afterward. 
Two rich letter-of-niarque ships were taken olT the coast of 
Scotland, and Capt. Landais took upon binibclf, even under 
My iiMt, and wit)ioat my knowledge, to order them to Ber* 
giB, IB Norway, where they were given up to the Engli^. 
A brigantine collier was sent, as J onderstand, to Dunkirk, 
by Capt. Landais, during bis second separation from the 
squadron in the East Sea. The Countess of Scarborough 
arrived, and was publicly sold at Dunkirk. The Scrapis 
arrived, and was publicly sold at L'Oricnt. The rest of the 
prizes taken, were either ^unk, burnt, or destroyed, except 
one brigantiDe, finmi Holland for England, that was.retekai| 
and a small collier, that I gave up to the master, on account 
of his attachment to America, and the faithful information 
and important services he rendered me^ by his general know'i 
ledge of the yast coast of Britain, particularly in the Firtlt 
of Forth, in my projected enterprise against Lcith and Edin- 
burg. i had given orders to sink the old vessel, when the 
teaia of that £>Be^t man prevailed over my inteotioD* He 
became security for the eoqd behaviour and pa^maU at Ihe 
pilots of the PaJlas and Veogeance. 

18. The officers and men of the Bon homme Richard 
and Alliance appointed Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan their 
agents for prizes. 1 had nothing to do with that appoint- 
ment* 1 can give no certain account respecting the ap« 
pointnant of agents for the United States* But f bope ingr 
coffQipoiideBce, which I wish to be examjaed, respecting 
these pciMBi will shew I have done my utmost for the gene* 
nl good. 

1 9. I never received any account of the nett proceeds of 
the prizes taken by the squadron. 

20. The American officers and men did, I believe, receive 
from their agents some part of their shares arising £rom the 
aale of the prises taken by tiie sqoadroii wider my eom- 
inand ; but what part tbey received I camiot say^ it beu^ 
their own private transaction* 

^* His ISxceyency fienjamiD FianUin, £s9* wiote me 
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die 4tii of December, 1780, *'he aaderetood the priae-mo- 
aey was not then received from the King*^^ My corres- 
pondence wiU» i hope, diew I Iwre done my bett to obtnn 

payment. 

22. I have always considered and now consider the pri- 
soners taken by the squadron I commanded as the property 
of the United States ; and I believe Mr. Franklin had assu- 
rance from government, to receive an equal number of pri- 
soners in France to exchange for the AmericaDS id England, 
before he aent me orden to deliTer op the priioneia I bad 
faken to the Duke de la Vaognjon, Anbaiiador of Fiance 
in Holland* After I returned to France, a cartel arrived 
at M oflez with an Knndrad Americana from Engbmd. I had 
occasion to lay before goyemment a paper mentioning the 
American prisoners remaining in England ; and nothing was 
either said or written to me by the King's ministers that 
could bear an unfavorable construction. On the contrary. 
Count Maurepas wrote me a very kind letter expreasing ius 
general approbation of that paper. 

93* 1 luiia command of the Serapii from the time the Bob 
home Richaid sank until she waa lenuisted. repaired, and 
fit for sea at the Texel. 

34. When ready for sea, I received a letter from fab Ex- 
cellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq* referring me to the aa» 
bassador of France, Who sent for me to Amsterdam, and, 
after a dispute of thirteen hours, I yielded to go from on 
board the Serapis to the command of the Alliance. This, 
as I afterward understood, was brought about through M. 
le Ray de Chaumont. This will best appear by my corres- 
pond^ice on inbiect* 

35. When 'Cant Landaia received orden to appear aft 
Faria, His Excellency Benjannn Franklin, Esq* wrote me 
either to appoint a commander for the Alliance, or take it 
upon myself. I had applied to him to name a commander, 
and he said he had no dt person. I was in the same predi- 
cament. Lieut. Degge was the senior officer on board, and 
my giving him an order to act as commander, was matter of 
necessity, not of choice ; for, as I then expected to bring 
the Serapis to America, after having landed the prisoners 
in France, and as the Alliance was abominably dirty and 
out of order, I did not chooae to go on board that ship as 
captain. • 

36* 1 look command of the Alliance at last, bj the ante* 
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tiSbj and vep€ated ^rder of Hii Ezcdleiicj Benjamin FiuiIe- 
liD, Esq. I majr add f had also all tlie*aiiliionty that could 
begiren me by the Ambamador of France ; and I coneetre 
ro^ own authority, as commander in chief of the sqnadroiiy 
might justify me nad I acted in consequence of it. 

37. The Alliance left the Texel the 37th of December, 
1779. 

28. The Alliance arrived in Spain the 16th of January, 
1780, and at Groaix without L^Orient, the 10th of Febru- 
ary, 1780. 

99. At L'Orient Alliance leqalred Tenr consideraUe 
repairs. Sbe had not one good sail— bad left the Teiel 

with only one anchor, and had I not procured two new ca- 
bles from Amilerdam after I left the oerapii, 1 should hare 
lost the Alliance at the Texel. I never found a frigate in 
so bad a condition. Epidemical disorders raged among the 
crew. The cutwater was loosened by laying in the trough 
of the swell in a gale of wind, while separated from the squad- 
ron in the North Seq. I was obliged to secure it with a haw- 
ser. The bowipfit waa too long, ran out too orach in a hori- 
jsontal liiie^ and was looae. Tte ballast was, a consideraUe 
part of it, laid before the magasine in the fore-peak, and on 
the breast hooks ; the rest was ranged alongthe wings, elected 
up at a fery considerable distance from the tceel.and above the 
dead-rising. The remainder of it was laid in the after-peak, . 
and on the transums. The two fore guns had been carried 
and run out over the bow ; the after guns run out at the 
stem ports. The top-masts, yards, and ri^ng, were large 
enough for a sixty-gun ship, and the tops were so ill made, 
and so narrow, as to ^ve ^ masts no proper support. It 
is. impossible to inuunne a worse arrangement than that of 
ttie store*rooms« Tney were divided and subdivided into 
little closets, nooks, and winding passages, and, instead of 
being adapted to contnin the ship's stores, appeared only fit 
to lodge airt, and increase the quantity of rats, already im- 
mense. The magazine was not only inconvenient, but very 
insecure from fire, <fcc. There was no fit orlop for the ca- 
bles, and the sail-room could contain at most only one of the 
spare courses. The deck was burnt through under the 
hearth, and die bottom of the copper burnt out. Many 
ebatmctlons of useless hatchways, &c., were in tiie way of 
die recoil of gmis ; and the gangways were so ill contri- 
ved, as neither to affi»d a eoimnient passage ftem die qnar- 
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ter-deck to the fbrecaflde, nor carer the men at die ^uiiB 
the wiist* The mBen-siMt atood toe close te tlie mb* 
maaL The ihip was very crank— plmiged ywj deep in t 

head sea, and could neither sail nor work as a frigate. I 
began to put that ship iu order immediatel) on mv taking 
command ; and after my arrival at L'Orient, the essential 
repairs were finished early in April, by the crew of the ship 
and four or fi?e American carpenters, hired firom the Lnaeni 
to' ettMt OHfi. The nateriala of the old enrangementM 
not fall much short of finishing the new. Jud^ have al- 
lowed, that when the business was finished everj thtngabovt 
that fri^te was perfect. I know not what was the amoant 
of the disbursements. The accounts were never shewa to 
me ; but I understand from Mr. Ross, an expense of 30 or 
40,000 livres was contracted afterward, bv Capt. Landai« and 
lie advifen, which Mr* Praaklin refiwed to pay. Itiokw 
hoard the Alfiance 98 It-pouidenf and 13 9*pouBifln,dMt 
I had myself contracted for at Anymleme, for the Boa 
homme Richard ; also 7G chests of arms, and 216 barrels 
of powder, from the Kin^^s magazine, a'nd 1 had allotted a 
place for the bales of clothing, afterward shipped in the 
orig Luke^ which the Alliance could have carried without 
any incoDTeoience, and 1 should also have endeavoured la 
tmm in fMnrt of the clothing that was made ap. t 

SO. M« le Ray de ChanoMMit had promised from day to 
day, to remit the government monies to ii'Ooent. for the 
payment of wages, and also 100,000 livres, iu part of prize- 
money, to be divided among the Americaiis of the squadron, 
then on board the Alliance ; but at last, instead of comply- 
ing with either, be prevailed on the Minister of the Marine 
to order the Serapis lo he vahied ia the Freadiway, for 
account of the Kiagi and without givhig the capten any 
satisfaction whatever, or obluaiog their leave or consent^ 
the workmen in the port began to rip up the orlop deck, 
and all the interior work of that ship. Messrs. Gourlade 
and Moylan did not interfere to prevent this. Mr. Lee took 
much pains to persuade the people they had been sailing 
with me m e prvMUetr, would be detained ia Europe during 
•tiie w«r« and get Dothifig at last I fomid it imposiihi»-to 
reason them into good humor, so as to go to sea; thej posi* 
tively declared the^ would not weigh anchor till thej wmm 
paid, and wrote to this efiect to Mr. FmUin. Iw«e 
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ihen greatly disgusted with the treatment that, m appear- 
ancfy ] had met with from M. de Sartine, but which in rc^l- 
ijhr (lid not prove to be his fault, but that of M. le Ray de 
Cfhaumoot. But as 1 saw no way of overcoming my diffi- 
oiMitt hw mMUBing at L'Orient, l» with tbt adnce of Hr» 
Sunuel WhartoD, and the majority of the AmericaDt that 
Membled at L'Orient, waiting to proceed with nip to AaM> 
rica, went up to court to dc iruind the free sale of our prizes, 
agreeable to the laws of the American navy. Mr. FrankliQ 
went with me to the Minister, who, contrary to my expect- 
ation, gave me the most friendly welcome, and sent imme- 
diate orders to publish the inventories and advertise the sale 
of all the pffiHs* Tbii, howovi^, took up moie time than 
bad been imagined. I inpfoved this moment and the favor- 
able disposition of goYemment, to ask for and obtain the 
Afiel, to assist the AiiiHnce in transporting the clothing, &:c., 
for our armies. I purposed to mount the Ariel with only 
16 guns, with 60 or 80 men ; and as I had left near 400 men 
in the Alliance, 1 had a crew sufficient for both ships. Thus 
the Ariel woold ha^ carried a lame quantity of public stores, 
ttttd ma additional oBpeiiie woold have been inciurrad on ac- 
count of that rfup. The men must have been fed, whether 
in the Alliance or the Ariel, and being in part removed to 
the latter ship, the former would have had so much the less 
water and provision to carry. Upon learning that the sale 
of the prizes was protracted beyond expectation, J returned 
to L'Onent in the beonning of June, and as the sale was 
wshlished, I hoped to oe able to remove the idea of their 
Inving sailed in a ^^prioatetr,^ and to he able to prevail 
with ttie people to leave the prize-money to be settled by 
their agent? in France, and to sail immediately with the two 
I'rigates and merchant ships (hat waited m^ convoy but, to 
my great mortification, my scheme was entirely defeated bjr 
ilfr. L*ee, Capt. Landais, and his parbr. 

Sim I know not eiactly the date or Adnirnl de Teniej^ 
$taiUng fr^ra Brest fi>r AsaMica, bat think A was abont urn 
latteir end of May. 

32. I understood it was proposed to charter two ships 
from Messrs. Bondtield and Haywood, for the purpose of 
transporting from France the clotliing and stores for our 
armies, which was not concluded, because the terms were 
thought too extravagant. 
33* 1 know the Jurqaisde la Fayette took nwcb pains to 
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obtain clothing and stores from government. I never under- 
stood, that the funds for such purchase were put into the 
Ittikbof Ifae mbuilier plenipotentiary of ttimStitci* The 
uns and powder came directly from the Kin^t mann&ctio- 
ries. I nndentood M • le Ray de Chaumont was princi- 
pally concerned in the purchase of the clothing, and that he 
employed Mr. Williams of Nantes, who drew his bills on M. 
le Kay de Chaumont, at sundry usances ; but 1 am unable 
to say who employed M. le Ray de Chaumont, or who is 
DOW charged to ship the clothing and stores for America^ 
Mr* Joseph Wharton, who was at Passy, and intimate bodi 
with Mr. Franklin and H« le Ray de Chaumont, when dtt 
porchase of clothing was made, and is how here, can, 1 be- 
ucve, give a satisfactory answer respecting that transactioa* 

34. The reasons already assigned will shew why Admiral 
de Terney's convoy was not embraced for the Alliance. 

35. Captain Landais repossessed himself of the Alliance 
dm 13th «xf Jane. Mn Lee and the rest of his coancO can 
best answer ifhy he sailed contrary to mj orders, as well at 
the orders of Mr. Franklin. The passengers he had on 
board were, Mr. Lee and his two nephews, Mr. M. Living- 
ston, Major Frazer, Mr. Brown, and three French officers 
now with the Marquis de la Fayette ; I heard of no others. 
1 cannot answer as to what private property might have been 
on board the Alliance, at tne time she left France. 

S6. The liriK Lake appeared lo be in very good condi- 
tion when she led France— was, I undentand, owned by 
Mr. J ames Moylaa. i beUere ihe had aome privi|e ftd|^ 
on board. 

37. 1 took command of the Ariel the beginning of Jane, 
when lent hy the King, whose property she k, for a voyage 
from France to America, for the purpose 1 have alreaaj 
mentioned* 

38* I have alreadj enlained what wu flie objeet of «f 
taking coimnand of the Afiel. If I had any peraonal view. 

it was to appear here to answer for mj past condiict* 1 
havo obeyed orders, and refer to my correspondence. 

39. I have already said I never commanded under any 
other cqmmiasion than that of the Congress of these United 
States. 

40. i sent fiom Franee to the Board of Admnalty a de- 
claration of my oflken and men, shewing that Ihe Ariel 
flailed from L'Orient to Groais the 4th of Septem b er, wmA 
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was detained in that road by storms aQd couti-ar^ winds till 
the 7tti of Oetobery when I put to tea, Ihe fint tiflM. 

41. The Ariel had on board for the UnHted States foar 
hundred and thirty-sev^ barrels of powder, one hundred and 
for(y-si?L chests of arms, a quantity of medicine, a quantity 
of 12 and 9 pound shot, and a small quantity of sheet lead. 

42. It was well known at Nantes and L'Orient what time 
I was ready to sail. The Luke, Duke of Leinster, and a 
French lu^r all bound here, sailed under my eoBTDj. 1 
I had no iSfficial information, nor indeed nny primle ee&* 
tainty respecting captains or agents having chaiige of flie 
public stores of any kind|— therefore I could not write to 
such persons officigily. 

43. I put to sea with the Ariel the second time the 18th of 
Pecembcr last. 

44. I had on board, when I last sailed, the articles I have 
.mentioned in my last answer but two, except the annst 
which b^ng wet when the Ariel was dismasted were left 

" under the care of Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan. 

45. I never knew officially in Europe, who were the 
American agents. The brig Luke sailed the second time 
about the last of October, before the Ariel was again masted. 
The clothing lay in the warehouse of Messrs. Gourlade and 
Moylan, the miUtarf stores being in the handi of tlie Kfaiff'B 
officers at Port Louis. Both were well acquainted wifli me 
time of my sailing : I waited ten or twelve days wifli a 
fair wind for the despatches. I do not believe either tiie 
King's officers, or Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan were au- 
thorized to ship any part of the public stores in their hands 
in any mcrcliant ships that have in the course of last year 
been bound from France to America. 

46* No private merchandise came over in the Arid ttf 
my knowledge* There was on board some 8 or 10 small 
trunks tod boxes, which 1 conceive to haye been presents to 
the gentlemen of Congress. Mr. Ros?, an old servant to 
the public, had his books and accounts on board. The pas- 
sengers had but little baggage. These trifling articles vrerc 
put into my own store room ; and 1 am above deriving any 
(enefit or profit whatever either from the passengers ««r 
articles here mentioned. 

4 7. The officers and crew of the Ariel are at the eipen^ 
of the United States, they are enlisted for three rears, ex* 
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«:cpt some lew who entered at L^Orieot ibr one year ailer 
the iUppiil back tbMtt» as Will .best aj^ear by die entiy 
book. 

Having thus endeavored to answer all the questiens that 
have been put to me by tlie Board of Admiralty, I lay all mjr 
correspondence on the subject of this inquiry before that 
boaid* I aabmit with ISte ntaMMt deference my oim con- 
dnct tolfae impartial impectioii of die board, aiid am with 



On the 14th of April ensuing, Congress, then in session, 
passed the following vote of thanks : 

By the Uhitbd States in Coiroftsss asBembled. 

' Saiwrdaif, April 1 4th, 1 781. 

On theTeport of a committee, consisting of Mr. Vamam, 
Mr. Houston, and Mr. Matthews, to whom was referred a 
motion of Mr. Varnum : 

The United States in Congress assembled, having taken 
into consideration the report of the Board of Admiraiiy of 
the 88th of March las^ respecting the conduct of John 
Panl Jones, Esq., captain in the navy, do 

Bunivt, That the thanks of the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, be given to Captain John Paul Jones, for 
the zeal, prudence, and intrepidity with which he has sup- 
ported the honor of tlie American flag ; for his bold and 
successful enterprises to redeem from captivity the citizens 
of these States who had fallen under the power of the ene* 
iny ; and in geneial for the good condact and eminent oer- 
▼ices by whidi he has added lustre to his character, and fo 
»the American arms : * 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be also given to the oflScers and men who have faith- 
fully served under him from time to time, for their steady 
affection to the cause of their country, and the bravery and 
peoeferanee Hitcj have naanifested taerem. 

The subjoined letters from tlie Commander in Chie( Gen» 
Lafayette, and tlie Hon. John Adams, express in very hand- 
some terms, their opinion of the conduct and services ol' 
Commodore Jones ; 




YooiSylEC. 



Digitized by Googl 



2ao 

Tbe Chevalier Pjivl Johbs, Captain in me Navy of 

United States. 

Sir, 

My partial acqaaintance with either our naval or com- 

merciai afTairs, makes it altogether impossible forme to ac- 
count for the unfortunate delay of those articles of military 
stores and clothing which have been so long provided in 
France. 

Had I had any particular reasons to have suspected yon 
of being accesaoiy to that delay, which I assure you has not 

been the case, my suspicion would have been removed by 
- the very full and satisfactory answers which you have, to 
the best of my judgment, made to the questions proposed to 
you by the Board of Admiralty, and upon which that Board 
have, in their report to Congress, testihed tlie high sense 
which they entertain of your merit and services* 

Whether our naval amirs have in general been well or 
ill conducted, would be presumptuous in me to determine. 
Instances of bravf-r}' nna ijood conduct in several of our 
officers, have not, however, been wanting . delicacy forbiils 
me to mention that particular one which has attracted the 
admiration of all the world, and which has influenced the 
most illostrious Monarch to confer a mark of his favor, 
which can onhr be obtabed by a long and honorable service, 
or by (he pemnnance of some brilBant action. 

That you mav loi^ enjoy the reputation you have to jutt- 
iy acquired, is tne sincere wish of, 

Sir, your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

GcoacK Washutoton. 

Alliance, off Boston^ Dec. 22rf, 1781. 
JoHirpAVL JovES, Esq., Chevalier of the Royal Order of 
Military Merit, Commander of the ship of the line Ame- 
rica, at Portsmouth in X^ew Hampshire* 
Sir, 

I have been honored willi your polite favor, my dear 
Paul Jonei, but belbie it reached me 1 was already on board 
the Alliance, and eveiy minute expecting to put to tea* It 
would have afibrded me great satisfaction to pay my re- 
spccts to the inhabitants of Fortpmouth, and the State in 
•which you are for the present. As to the pleasure to take 
you by the hand, my dear Paul Jones, you know affec- 
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tionate sentintents, and my very great regard ibr yoo^ •• Unfc 
I need not add any thing on that subject. 

Accept of my best thanks for the kind expressions in your 
letter. His Lordsbip^s (Lord Cornwallis) downfall is agreat 
event, and the greater, as it was equally and aniieaUjr abared 
hf the two allied nations* Your coming to fte army i bad ffae 
honor to conunandt would have been considered as a veij 
flatterii^ coiii{ftlinient to one who loves you and knows your 
worth. I am impatient to hear that you are ready to sail ; 
and I am of opinion that we ought to unite under you every 
continental ship we can muster, with such a body of well 
appointed marines (trouper de mer) as might cut a good 
fignte ashoKi and then give you plenty of provisions and 
€urit' blanche* 

I am sorry I cannot see you : I also-had many things to 
tell you. Write me by good opportunities, but not often in 
ciphers, unless the matter is very important. On my arri- 
val in France, 1 will be able to let you know about the one 
you gave mc, but am almost certain I have got it. 

Your friends will be happy to hear from you : and I, my 
dear Sir, need not tell you that yoor letters will be grate- 
foilj acknowledged, by, dEC ' Latatbttb. 

Huow\ August 1732. 
John Paul Jon£s, Esq., Commander of the America, at 
Portsmouth, New HampsbiK. 
Dear Sin, 

I had yesterday the pleasure of receiving your finror of 
the 10th of December last, and am much obliged to you for 
your care of the articles which Mr. Moylan, at mj desire, 
sent to my family. 

The command of the Amcrtca could not have been more 
judiciously bestowed, and it is with impatience that I wish 
tier at sea, where she wiU do honor to her nanie« Nothing 
l^ves me so much surprise, or so much re^t, as the inattMfc- 
tion of my countrymen to their navy : it is a. bulwark as 
essential as it is to Great Britain. It is less costly than ar- 
mies, and more easily removed from one end of the United 
States to the other. Our minister of finance used to l>e a 
^reat advocate for this kind of defence. 1 hope he has not 
alteied Us sentfantiftls concerning it« 

Every day shows that ^e Bfetatians have not wboOy loat 
* their and^t character. They were always timid ana slow 
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in adopting their political systons, fanft ahviyB fltin and aMe 

innpport of them, and always braye and active in war. 
They nave hitherto been restrained by their chiefs ; but, if 
the war continues, they will show that they are possessed 
of the spirit of liberty, and that they have lost none of their 
great quahties. 

Rodney's victory has intoxicated Britain again to snch a 
degree fliat I think there will bene peace for acme time. In- 
deid, if I could see a |)ro8pect of half a dozen linc-of-battle 
ships under the Aaiencao lleg, commanded bv Commodoie 
Paul Jones, engaged with an equal British force, I appre- 
hend the event would be so glorious for the United States, 
and lay so sure a foundation for their prosperity, that it 
would be & rich compensation for a continuance of the war. 

Hpwefor, UdoeaiioldqpeiidiipoiiiiBtofiiiiihit Theie 
is bot one way to finiah it, and that is — ^Bnigoyiniiiig Carl* 
ton in New York. 

1 atarald be happj to hear irooi yoo, and remain, kc, 

JoHM Adams* 

After ranaining a Ami time in the United States, Jones 

was appointed on uie 36thof June, 1781, unanimously by bal- 
lot, to the command of the America, one of tlie 74 gun ships 
ordered to be built by a resolntion of Coi^ress of the 30tb 

of November, 1776. 

The following is the resolution adopted on tlic occasion : 

In CoHoaBss, Jane 96fli, 1781. 

Congress proceedefl to <hr appointment of a captain 
to command the ship America 74, and the ballots being 
taken, John Paul Jones, Esq. was unanimomii/ elected. 

-In superintending the construction of this vessel, he was 
engaged sixteen months. But the King of France having, 
about this time, lost a ship of that class from his navy, the 
United States made a present of the America to him to sup- 
ply the place of the one that was lost. 

The annexed is the resolution passed by Congress on the 
ocenslon:— n - 

• In Congress, September 3d, 178^?. 

Whereas tlie Magnih^ue, a 74 gun ship belonging to 

Aie lleettif ^ iioat Chmtien Majesty, commanded by the 
Mavqms de Vaodrenil, has been lately lost by accident in the 
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lorbor of Boston, and Congress are desirous ol lestiiyiiig ou 
this occasion to his Majesty, the sense they entertain of his 
geoeroas exertions in behail of the United States:—-^ 

Rcsohed, That the agent of marine be, and he is pmbj 
instructed to present the America, a 74 gun ship, in tfie 
name of the United States, to the Chevalier de la Luzerne^ 
for the tenrice of his Bfoet Christian M^estf. 

The following UHter from the Hon. Rohert Morris was 
wrilten to .lone* with the intention, no doubt, of soothing his 
feelings under tliis severe disappointment : 

Chevalier Pauii Jonss. 

D^AIi Sir, Marine office, Sept, 4th, 1782. 

The enclosed resolution* will shew you the-destinatioa of 

the ship America. Nothing could he more pleasinsj to mc 
than this disposition, exceptinij so far as you are affected by 
it. I know you so well as to be convinced that it must 
give you great pain, and I sincerely sympathize with you : 
but, althouijh you will undergo much concern at being de- 
prived of tliis opportunity to reap laurels on your favoiuite 
tield, yet your regard for France will, in some measme, 
allertate it, and to thb jonr good sense will natorall^ add 
tibe delays which most luiTe happened in fitting tins ship ftr 
sea. I must entreat of you to continae your inspeclinii 
until she is launched, and to urge forward the business. 
When that is done if you will ( ome hither, I will explain to 
you the reasons which led to this measure, and my views for 
employing you in the service of your country. You will, 
on your route, have an opportunity of conferring witli the 
General, on the place you mentioned to me in one ol 
your letters. 

I praj fon to befieve me joar afiectiooate finend, kc* 

ROBB&T MOBBIS* 

Jones was then left without employment ; and, eyer im- 
patient when not occupied, he addressed, in 1782, a long 
memorial to the United States' minister of marine, in which 
he set forth his claims to promotion, and submitted some 

* lUsoIuUoD of Cong^reu of September 3d, 1783, diractiii^ lb* pv»- 
lent&tion to Hia Majesty the King of France, of (he America, to peplac* 
the Magnifiqae which bad b«ea lately ioet hj accident in the bwlMr o( 
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projects and suggestions, which, had they been adopted, 
would have had the effect to bring him once more into ser- 
vice. As several passages in that memorial maj prove in- 
teresting to our naval officers, a lew of them are inserted 
from flw rough draft in the bands of the author. Some of 
die, extracts tere poblidMsd, appear to haie' been crossed and 
cancelled bj Jones himself, so that thej were probably not 
commonicated to the Board of Admiralty* 

The United States' Minister of Marine. 

Sir, Philadelphia, Sept. 22rf, 1782. 

The beginning of our uav/, as navies now rank, was so 
tti^ularlj small, that I am of opinlott il has no precedent 
in Sistoiy* .Was it a proof of madness in die iist coips of 
sea officers, at so critical a period, to haye lannched oat on 
the ocean wifli only two armed merchant sbipsi two armed 
brigantines, and one armed sloop to make war against soch 
a power as Great Britain ? 

To be diffident 13 not always a proof of ignorance ; but 
sometimes the contrary. 1 was offered a captain's com- 
mission at the first to command the Providence, but declined 
it* Let it, however, be remembered, that tiiere were three 
grades of sea lieutenants established by the act of Congress 
of the 22d of December, 1775, and as 1 had ttie honor to 
be placed at the head of the first of those grades, it is not 
craite fair to confound me with the last 1 had sailed be* 
rare this Rerolation in armed ships and frigates, yet when I 
came to try my skill, 1 am not ashamed to own I did not find 
myself perfect in the duties of a first lieutenant. If mid- 
night study, and the instruction of the greatest and most 
learned sea officers, can have given mc advantages, I am not 
without them. I confess, however, I have yet to learn. It 
is the work of many years' study and experience, to acquire 
the high degree of science necesiafy for a peat sea officer* 
Cruising a&r merchant-ships, the senrice m which oar firi- 
gates have generally been employed, affords, I may say no part 
of the knowledge necessary for conducting fleets and tlieir 
operations. There is now, perhaps, as much difference be- 
tween a battle between two ships and an enj^^agcment between 
two fleets, as there is between a duel and a rao^d battle 
between two armies. 

The English, who boast so much of their navy, never 
fought a ranged battle on the ocean* before the war that is 
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now ended* The battle off Uahant wm^ on 'their pait» like 
iheir former one&, irregular | and Adiniral Kej^pel coM 
only justify himself by the example of Hawke m our re* 

mcmbmncc, and of Russei in tho last ccnturj'. From that 
moment the English were forced to study and to imitate the 
French in their evolutions. They never gained any advan- 
tage when Uiey bad io do with equal force, and the uafor^ 
tunale defeat of Coont de Gxane was owing more to Uie 
nnlayorable circumstance of the wind coming ahead fenr 
pointB at the beginning of the betde, which put his fleet into 
uie order of echiquier when it was too late to tack, and of 
calps and currents afterward, which brought on an entirr 
disorder, than to the admiralship or even tlie vast superio- 
rity of Rodney, who had forty sail of the line against tliirty, 
and five three deckers against one. By the account ol' 
aoow of the French, officers Rodney might as well have 
been asleep, not haTing made a second signal duing 
battle, so that every captain did as he picnaod* 

The English are very deficient in signals as well as in 
naval tactic. This 1 know, having in my possession their 
present fighting and sailing instructions, which comprehend 
all their signals and evolutions. Lord Howe has, indeed, 
made some improTenents by boimwii^ from the French. 
Bot Kempenfeit, who seems to have been a more promisfa^ 
officer, had made still greater improvement, by the same 
means. It was said of Kempenfelt, when he was drowned 
in the Royal George, England had lost her du Favillioo. 
That ^reat man, the Chevalier du Pavillion, commanded 
tile Tnumphant, and was killed in the last battle of Count dc 
GrMse. France lost in him one of her greatest naval tac- 
tidaas, and a nan who had betides the honor, inins, to 
iuveat the new system of nafal signals, by which 1^00 
aiders, questions, answers, and informations, can, withool 
confusion or misconstruction, and with the greatest celerity 
be communicated tiirough a great fleet. It was his ^ed 
opinion that a smaller number of signals would i>e in- 
sufficient. 

A captain of the line must at this day he a tactician. A 
capliui of a cnnsmg fri^te may make shift withool haviiMr 
ever heard of naval tactics. Ontil I arrived In Fraaoe sm 

became acquainted with that great tactician Count D^Q i f il - 
hen, and his judicious assistant the ChcValier du PavilKoDy 
who each of them honored me with iostmctioBs rnspfClint 
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the science oi govcniint^ (Ik- o|)cratioiis, it<:. ot a fleet, I 
€onA^?s I was not sensible liow ignorant I liad bern before 
thai time, of naval tactics* I have already said, there were 
three grades of sea lieutenants, established b^ the act of 
Congresfiy of the 33d of December, 1776. If I may be 
allowed at fbb day to judge, it would be sound wisdom to 
re-adopt the same Dumber of subeltern gradeB, excluiiye of 
midshipmen, under the same, or Home other denomiuatioil* 
From the observations 1 have made, and what I have read, 
it is my opinion, that in a navy there ought to be at least as 
many grades below a captain of the line, as there are below a 
colonel of a regiment. Even the navy of France is defi- 
cient in subaltern grades, and has paid dearly for that error 
in its constitution, joined to anotJier of equal magnitude, 
which authorizes ensigns of the uav^ to take charge of a 
watch on board Bhipt of the line; One instance roaj be 
sufficient to shew this. The Z^le, in the night between the 
nth and 12th of April, 1783, nm on hoard the Ville de 
Paris, which accident was the principal cause of the unfor* 
tunate battle that ensued next day between Count de Grassc, 
and Admiral Rodney. That accident in all jprohability 
would not have happened, had the deck of the Zele been at 
the time commanded by a steady experienced lieutenant of 
the line, instead of a young ensign. The charge of the 
deck of a ship of the line, should in my judgment never he 
entmsted to an officer nnder twenty-five years of age* At 
that time of life he may be supposed to haTC served nine or 
ten years, a»term not more than sufficient to have furnished 
lum with the necessary knowledge for so great a charge* It 
is easy to conceive that the mind of officers must become 
uneasy, when they arc continued too long in any one grade, 
which must happen (if regard be paid to the good ol the 
service) where there are no more ?nbaltern grades than 
midshipman and lieutenant. Would it not be wiser to raise 
vouDg men by smaller steps and to increase the number f f 
nave many things to o0er respecting the fonnation of our 
navy, but shall here limit myself to one^wMch I think a prc< 
liminary to the fonnation and establishment of a. naval con* 
stitution suitable to the loctl situation^ resources, and preju- 
dices of the Continent. 

The constitution adopted for the navy in the year lll.'i, 
and by which it has been governed ever since, and r rumbled 
airay I may say to nothing, is so very defective, that 1 am 

11 h 
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of opinion it would be dillicult to spoil it. Much wisdom, 
and more knowledge than we possess, is in my humble 
opinion necessary to the formation of such a naval consti> 
tutioQ as is absolutely wanting. If when our financet eiift* 
ble us to go ooy we should set out wrong, as we did in tbe 
year lt75, but much more so after the anrangement, or 
rather derangement of rank in 1776, much money may be 
thrown away to little or no purpose. We are a young peo- 
ple, and need not be ashamed to ask advice from nations 
older and more experienced in marine affairs than ourselves. 
This I conceive misht be done in a manner that would be 
received as a compliment W several or perhaps all thena* 
rine powers of Europe, and at the same time would enaUe 
us to collect such helps as would be of vast use when we 
come to form a constitution for the creation and government 
of our mfirine, the establishment and police of our dock- 
yards, academics, hospitals, &c., and the general police of 
our seamen throughout the Continent. These considera- 
tions induced me on my return fifom the fleet of *liis Esed- 
lency the llarauisde Vaudreuil to propose to yon to lay my 
ideas on the subject before Congress, and to propose sending 
a proper person to Europe in a handsome frigate to display 
our flag in the ports of the different marine powers, to offer 
them the free use of our ports, and propose to them com- 
mercial advantages, Sic, — And tlien to ask permission to visit 
their nutruie arsenals, to be informed how they are furnished 
both with men, provision, materials, and warlike stores ; by 
what police, and officers they are governed, how and from 
what resources the officers and men are paid, Slc. — The Une 
of conduct drawn between the officers of the fleet, and the 
officers of the ports, Sic, — Also the armumentand equipment 
of the different ships of war with tlieir dimensions, tlie num- 
ber and qualities of their officers and men, by what poUco 
they are eovemed in port and at sea, how and from what wt* 
sources Uiey are fed, clothed and paid, &c« ; and the gene- 
ral police of their seamen, academies, hospitals, ibcc If 
you still object to my projects on account of (he expense of 
sending a frigate to Europe and keeping her there till the 
business can be effected, I think it may be done, though per- 
haps not with tlie same dignity, witltout a frigate. My pbiu 
for forming a proper corps of sea officer!, is by teachinK tnem 
the nsnral tactics in afleet of evolution* To lessenm ex- 
peme as much as possible, I would compote that fleet of frU 
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al^ instead of shipa of tibe line: on board of each I would 
ia?e a little academr, where the officers should be taugjht 
the principles of matnematics and mechanics, when off duty. 
Vfhen in port the young ofliccrs should be obliged to attend 
at the academies established at each dock-yard, where tlicy 
should be taught the principles of every art and science that 
is necessary to form the character of a great sea officer. And 
ereiT commiflaion officer of tibe navy slwnld have free access, 
and be entitled to receiye instruction gratis at those acade- 
mies* All this would be attended with no very great ex- 
pense, and the public advantage resulting from it would be 
immense. I am scnsibin it cannot be immediately adopted, 
and that we must first look about for ways and means ; but 
the sooner it is adopted the better. VVe cannot, like tlie 
ancients, build a fleet in a month, and we ought to take ex- 
ample from what has lately beiidkn Holland. 

In time of peace it is necessary to nrepare, and be always 
prepared for war by sea. I have haa the honor to be pre- 
sented with copies of the signals, tactics, and police that have 
been adopted under the different Admirals of France and 
Spain during the war, and have in my last campaign seen 
€tkem put in practice. While I was at Brest, as well as 
wlule I was inspecting flie building of flie America, as I had 
famished myself with good authors, I applied much of my 
leisure time to the study of naval architecture and other 
matters that relate to the establishment and police of dock- 
yards, Sic. I however feel myself bound to say a^u I 
have yet much need to be instructed. 

Disappmnted in the command of the America, and un- 
willing to remain an idle spectator of the passing scene, 
Commodore Jones exerted himself to obtain permission 
from Congress to join the French fleet then in the United 
States, under the command of the Marouis dc \'audreuil, 
on an expedition against tEe ishmd of Jamaica. In this 
application he was successful, being aided by his friend the 
Hon. R. Morris, who procured for Idm the gratification of 
bis wishes: 

Marine nffiet^ OeU 9tky 1782. 
Chevalier Vavl Joiibs, Poftsmouth. 

Sir, 

r have received your letter of the 22d of last month. 
The sentiments contained in it will always reflect the higlis 
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68t honor u|)oii jour chaiacter. They bsve BMide bo straog 
an impretsion qood my nund that I nmiediately transmit- 
ted an extract of your letter to Congress. I doubt not but 
they will view it in the same manner which 1 bare done* 

1 am, kc. 

Robert Morris. 

Marine office, Philadelphia^ ^ATov. 39IA, 1782. 
The PassioKNT ofCongress. 

SlR^ 

1 do myself the honor to enclose your Excellency the 
copy of a letter received this morniog from the Che?alier 
Paul Jones. The present state of oar a&irs does not 
permit me to employ that valuable officer, and I confess 
that it 18 with no small degree of concern that I consider 
the little probahility of rendering his talents useful to that 
country, which he has already so faithfully served, and with 
so great disinterestedness. 

His present desire to be sent with the Marquis de Vau- 
drenil to^ join Count d^Estaine on his projected esnpedifion 
irom Cadiz against Jamaica Icc., consistB with all hu fbr^ 
mer conduct ; and it will, 1 dare say, be a very pleasing 
reflectioo to Congress, that he is about to pursue a know* 
ledge of his profession, so as to become still more useful if 
ever he should be again called to the command of a squad- 
ron or ilect. I should do injustice to my own feeJiugs, as 
well as to my country, if 1 did not most wam^y recommend 
this gentleman to- the notice of CoQgress^ whose favor he 
has certainly merited by the most signal services and sa- 
crifices. 

I have the honor to be, &ic. 

R. MoaBi8« 

By the United States in Conoress ass^bled, Decemlier 

. . 4th, 1782. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred a 
letter of the 29th November, from the agent of marine, 
enclosing a copy of a letter of the same date to him irom 
Cant J. P. Jones — 

tUsolvtd, That the agent of marine be informed that 
Congress having a high sense of Oie merit and aervkes' of 
Capt. J. P. Jones, and being disposed to favor the zeal 
manifested by him to acquire improvement in the line of 
his profession, do grant the permission which he request* ; 
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and thai the said agent be instructed to recommend him ac- 
cofdiogly to the countenance bb Excellency the Mar- 
quis itoVaiidre«il« 

Eiteactfrom tiie mittates. 

Gsoaox BoHD^ Dtp. St/antanfm 

Extract from the Jmimal of Commodore John Paid Jones, 
prepared 6^ him for hit Mtjesti^^ Lomt XVL 

When 1 IbreMV tet the plui conoerted between IL 1^ 
Lmene and Mr. Mom, according to all appearancet, would 

not succeed, I addressed Congress without lots of time. On 
the 4th of December, 1 78271 obtained an act of that body 
permitting me to embark on board the fleet of } our Majes- 
ty, at Boston, under the command of the Marquis dc Vau- 
dreuil, for the purpose of joining the Count D'Kstaing iii 
biB expedition against Jamaica* 

Tbe appearances were veij lavorable, lince of all tbose 
who were appointed to^enre m tluB expedition, no one knew 
the island of Janutiea so well as myself; and ai the Marquis 
D'Estaini; had commanded a fleet of more than seventy sail 
of the hue, and a large body of troops, 1 had tlie flattering 
hope of finding myself in the first military school in tlic 
world, in which 1 should be able to render myself useful, 
and to acqvire knowledge ^eiy imfiortant for conductiqg 
great jnilitary OperatioDS. 

' de Vaudreuil received me with distinction on board' 
his own vessel, the Triumphant, and lodged me in his cham- 
ber of council, with M. Ic Baron de Viomenil, who com- 
manded the troops. By order of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
a squadron, consisting of ten sail of the line, two frigates, 
and a cutter, left Boston flie S4th of December. Tbe in- 
tention of the Bfaiaais was to join, off Portunoutb, two other 
ships of the line, tne Augustus and the Pluto, which were 
then in that port, and under the command of his brother, 
j(for the America was not then ready to put to sea -,) but a 
storm and contrary winds prevented this lunction. and pla- 
ced the squadron in a dangerous situation, trom the proxi- 
mity of ice and the Bay of Fundy. The Admiral Iben niade 
an attenni; to join the Fantasque, with the troops which he 
•bMdit Aom' Rhode-Island, wilh the^ame results. Tbe 
•aquaaron having lost sight of many vessels laden with troops, 
and twenty merchant vessels from Boston, directed itscounc 
towards the island of Porto Rico. 
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When tliey came within sight of this island, the Marqu 
dc Vaudrcuil learnt tliat Admiral Hood was cruising off Caj 
Francois, with 16 sail of the line, and that Admiral Pigc 
witli a larger force, was at St. Lucie, so that the eneii 
would necessarily consider the squadron of the Marquis c 
Vaudreuil an easy prey, which could not escape from Hoo 
or from Pigot. 

M. le Marquis de Vaudreuil remained off St. John's, Port 
Rico, for ten days, and made all kinds of naval evolution 
and then he took sixteen sail of merchantmen, arrived fro 
France, and convoyed them to the west end of that island 

Some light vessels of observation, which Admiral Ho< 
had sent on a cruise, perceived the squadron in the Moi 
Passage, and went immediately to inform him that the Ma 
quis de Vaudrcuil had sailed by the south side of St. Di 
mingo, in order to go to some port on the west of that is. 
and, or on the east of Cuba, for his expedition against J; 
maica. They were mistaken : the squadron directed i 
course to the south, more to windward, and passed in si^ 
of the island of Cura(;oa, near the coast of South-Americ 

The rendezvous which had been fixed between Don S 
lano and the Marquis de Vaudreuil, at Cape Francois, afti 
the defeat of Count de Grasse, was kept in the greatest s 
crecy, and no person had the least suspicion that it was Por 
Cabello, about 20 leagues to the windward of Cura<;oa.- 
The squadron beat against the wind for three weeks alon 
the coast, against a current which drove the merchant ve< 
gels out of sight to the leeward ; and as he had neither pilo" 
nor good charts of this coast on board the squadron, tl 
Bourgoyne, of 74 guns, ran upon a rock in the night, aboi 
two leagues from the coast, and was entirely lost, with 20 
ir»en, including officers, among the number was the first liei 
tenant. The Triumphant arrived at Porto Cabello the 1 8l 
of February, 1783; the Augustus and Pluto had arrive 
some days before, and the other vessels of the fleet betoc 
themselves, one after another, to places of safety. 

Don Solano was to have joined the Marquis de Vaudreu 
at Porto Cabello in December. He did not keep his wor 
and no news was received of his squadron at Porto Cabelli 
The anxiety which this disappointment occasioned, whi 
at the same time no news was received from Europe, s 
affected the spirits of many of the officers that thoy fell sicl 
and I myself was dangerously ill. 
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Finally, the news of a general peace was brought tVoni 
France a frigate. The most brilliant success, and the 
moil intlniciiTe eiperience m iSne art of war, could not 
hne fowen me a pleasure comparable to that wUch I recei- 
ved when I learned that Great Britain, after so long a con- 
test, had been forced to acknowledge the independ^lCeaDd 
sovereignty of the United States of America. 

On the 8th of April. 1783, the day after the cessation of 
hostilities, the si^uadron left Porto Cabello, and after a pas- 
aanof eiglit days, arrived in safety at Cape Francois. 

The Spanithileet had lefitlaTana for Porto Cabello, and, 
on leamhig the news of the peace at Porto Cabello, directed 
its course for Cape Francois, and arriyed there some days 
before the Marquis de Vaudreuil. 

I delayed but little time at Cape Francois, where I recei- 
ved the particular attentions of M. Belle Combe, the Go- 
vernor. I embarked then for Philadelphia, penetrated with 
gratitttde for aU the attentions which had hUsn shewn me by 
me Marqais de Vaudrenil, Baron Viomenil, and the other 
officers, during the 6fe months 1 spent on board the fleet of 
^ your Majesty. 

My health was not confirmed during the rest of the sum- 
mer. 1 recovered it in the autumn, from the use of the cold 
bath. 

f addressed myself then to Congress for authority to re- 
tom to Europe, and there to arranee with the court of France 
the payment of the prize-money due to the officers and men 
who had served on board the squadron which 1 had com- 
manded in Europe. And the Congress gave me the autho- 
rity, by a resolution passed at Princeton, the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1783. 

Copy of a letter from His Excellency the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil, Lieut. General of the Navy of France, Com- 
mander of the Royal and Military order of St. Louis, 
commanding the squadron of His Most Christian Majesty 
in the West Indies, to His Excellency the Chevalier dk 
I.A LuzERHBy Blinister Plenipotentiary of France in 
America. ^ 

fl 

Sm, Gt^e f\raneois, JiprU SOlA, 1783. 

The peace fvhich has been so much desired, and which 
is going to make the happiness of America, since it puts 
the seal to her liberty, termi^aCes our profects* We shall 
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sail Tor France in a week with the troops under the C(>iii- 
mand of the Baron de Viomenil. The other reginMiits 
will sail as soon as there will be vessels ready to transport 
them. 

Mr. Paul Jones, who had embarked with me is about re- 
turning to his dear country. I was very glad to have him. 
His well deserved reputation had made him very acxepta- 
ble to me, not doubting but that we would have had some 
opportunities in which his talents might have shone forth; 
hut peace, of which 1 cannot but be glad, puts an obstacle 
in the way ; — so we must part. Permit me, Sir, to request 
of you the favor of recommending him to his superiors. 
The intimate acquaintance which 1 made with him since 
he has been on board the Triumphant, makes me takt; a 
lively interest in what concerns him, and 1 shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will find the means of being 
serviceable to him. 

Peace will not restore you to your country. On account 
of the great services which you render to France, it will be 
necessary for you to remain in America a long time; 
but you have the consolation to be amongst a people who 
love and respect you : thus it is for you a second home, 
which you have acquired by your virtues and talents. 

I am, &c. 

Le Marquis de Vaudr£uil. 

Desirous of procuring a final adjustment of the claim for 
prize-money due in Europe to himself and others, the Che- 
valier Jones applied to Congress to be appointed agent for 
the settlement of that business. The Congress consented, 
and, on the first of November, 1783, passed the following 
resolution : — 

I\ Congress, November 1st, 1783. 
On the report of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. A. Lee, an<I 
Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter from Capt. John 
Paul Jones to the agent of marines, of the 1 3th of "October, 
and a letter from him to Congress, of the 18th of the same 
month. 

Resolved^ That Capt. John Paul Jones be and he hereby 
is recommended to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the Uni- 
ted States at the Court of Versailles, as agent, to solicit, 
under the direction of the said Minister, for payment and 
satisfaction to the ofijcers and crews for all pnzes taken in 
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Europe under his command, and to which they arc anywise 
entitled. And the said Capt. John Paul Jones shall receive 
the commissions usually allowed in such cases out of the 
money which he shall recover, as agent for the said prizes, 
in full compensation lor his services and expeDses : Provi- 
ded aivHtjfSy that ^be said Capt« John Paul Jones, previous 
to hii entering upon the execntion'of tiie said tiutt, shall 
ffve to the Sunerintendent of Finance, for the benefit of all 
coocemed, sufncient bonds, with good security, for the &ith* 
ful discharge thereof, and for the just payment of the same 
to the said Superintendent of Finance, to be by him distri- 
buted to those persons who may be entitled thereto : 

Resolved^ That the agent of marine provide Capt. Jones 
witii a passage to France in the ship Waafaington. 

Repairing to Paris, he there found a competitor in M. le 
Ray de Chaumont. who claimed to have been the one who 
planned the expedition for intercepting the Baltic fleet, to 
have had the direction of it under the orders of the King's 
ministers, and insisted that, as tlie cost of the enterprise had 
been defrayed bj flie treasuiy of France, the distri^tion of 
the prize-money ou^A to be made in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the ordinances of the kingd<Mn, which would have 
caused a deduction of four deniers per livre, for the benefit 
of the Hospital of Invahds, at Paris. To these pretensions, 
Jones replied with considerable acrimony. He contended 
that the force he commanded was under the commission, 
IftWB, and flag of the United States; that the olBcen and 
meii were engaged, as under his command, in the American 
navy; that he received hisoideiB, as an American officer, 
from the Minister of Congress ; and that, consequently, the 
captors were entitled to be treated according to the laws of 
the navy of the United States. He remarked, moreover, 
to the Marshal de Castries, the Minister of Marine, tliat 
whalmr understanding there mig|it have been between the 
two gOTemments, respecting the expense of the armament^ 
it made not- the least difference to the captors. The fol- 
lowing correspondence will evince the indefatigable indus- 
try of the commodore, the zeal with which he prosecuted 
tlie interests of the brave men who served under his com- 
mand, in 1779, in endeavoring to influence the French 
court in &Tor of their rights, and the success which att^- 
ed his effinrts* It win sbiw that, in a joat cause, he was 9m 
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intrepid in his contests in the cabinet as on the oceaiii and 
fliat ms knowledge of the human character was in each sHa- 
atian alike usefol to him. 

To Ae Honorable Captain Johv Paul Jones, Commander 
in the service of the United States of America. 

In pursuance of a resolution of Congress of Ibe first of 
November, 1783, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed,! do 
hereby authorize and direct you to solicit, as agent^ for pay- 
ment aad satisfaction to the officers and creWi, citizens or 
•ohjects of the said United States, for all prizes taken in 
Burope under jour'command, and to which they are in anj* 
wise entitled, and in whose hands soever ttie prize-monejr 
may be detained. 

Given at Passy, this 17th day of December, 1783. 

B. Fha.n'klin', Minister Plenipotentiary from 
the United States of America at the 
. Court of France. 

Paris, Fthrmry Itt^ 17M» 
His Eiccellency the Marechal Castries, > 
Minister of Marine. J 
My Lord Markcbal, 
As T wish to give your Excellency as ltt6e troohleasinaj 
be respecting the money arising from the prizes taken by (be 
squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, I have 
waited since the day you did me the honor to present me 
to His Majesty until this moment, in order to s^vc you suffi- 
cient time for any arrangement that you might find essential, 
before the division should take place between the slups and 
teasels fliat composed the force snder mv conmaiMl winna 
flie prizes were taken . I no w do myself tne honor to traaa- 
ttiit you the enclosed official letter on that subject, from Mr. 
Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
containing a copy of my credentials, as agent, from Congress, 
of which I had occasion to render an account on my arrival. 
1 also enclose a statement of the force, in guns and men, of 
each ship and vend that composed the squadron I command- 
ed, wfaicn is tile ionly paper essential to the ftM ^visimi of 
file prize-money. It is the custom, in cases like the present, 
to multiply the number of the crew by the sum of the calibre 
of the cannon rfiounted on board each ship. The product 
^ves the intrinsic force, in proportion to which the share of 
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ibc prize-money arising to each ship is determined. On 
that ^ound it is my duty to claim the proportion arising to 
Hie ofUk homme luchara aad the Alliance ; their propor- 
tioM will afiorwafd W dividltt by the American Suj^rin-. 
tnidoiit of Finance, agraeablf to we rules of the Ameriipciii 
Davy, between the officers ana ciews of these two ships* . 

The subdivision of the shares of the other ships and ves- 
sels, in proportion to their force in men and metal, of the 
prizes in which they are concerned, will remain with your 
Kxcelleucy to determine as may be most agreeable to tlie 
mpectire officers and men. As those ships and vessels 
were entively His Majesty's property, and their officers and 
men composed of French subjects, I do not presume to in- 
terfere in their respect any farther than to pray your Excel- 
lency, in the most earnest manner, to render them and all 
concerned lhal immediate justice to which all Europe knows 
their distiiij^uished services so highly entitle them. As near- 
ly four years and a half have already' elapsed since those 
captures ware made, 1 rely on the kuid promise you eaT<i 
Vie (bait the prize-money shall now be immediately set|le(jU 
I am^ with profound respect, my Lord IVlarechal, 
Yonr most obedient and most humble servant* 

Paris, February IC//*, 1734. 
Ijjjs Excellency the Marechal de CASTai£S, ^c. i : 

Mv Lord Mark( ifal. 

1 have examined, as you desired, the account that was 
laid belbre your Excellency by M. Cliandoo,'on the papevt 
tbat bare by your orders been put into his hands by If • le 
Ray de Chaumont, relative to the prizes tiiat were made fty 
the squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, under 
the flafjand commission of the United Sintes, and under tl^ 
orders of Mr. Franklin, the American Minister Fleoipoten* 
tiary at the court of France. * - * 

Permit me, my Lord, before I make any observations on 
^le aecovnt, as it there stands, to lead back yoor attention 
to aome CI rcumstaDces which i presume induced the govern- 
ment of France to ask, first of Mr. Franklin, and afterward 
of Ae other American Commissioners, that I might be per- 
mitted to remain in Europe to command such expeditions, 
with a force at the expense of Fxance, but under the^iiag 
and coqimission of America. 
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My conduct from the begbmng of the war till the ctsp- 
tore of Gen. Burgoyne had so much commended me to the 
fevor of Congress, that I was sent to Europe with the news 
of that glorious event, and with orders to the American 
minister in France to put under my command, in addition 
to the ship 1 then had, a very large frigate mounting a bat- 
tery of 3G poanden, then at Aoksterdam called the Mieiu 
Soon after. I came to France, the treaty of Alliance was 
concluded, and the propeily of the Indien was with my con- 
» sent assigned over to tlie King, on account of difficulties 
that arose in Holland about getting that ship to sail. On the 
10th of February, 1778, being at Nantes, and having there 
received some very particular and late advice from America 
Fespecting the pretended force of the British ships and vessels 
of war under Lord Howe, I wrote to Mr. Deane and coauBO- 
nicated the exact plan that was afterward adopted, from Tou- 
lon, under the command of the Count de Estaing. which, had 
it been immediately adopted from Brest, would have put an 
end to the British povrpr in Amnrira. Soon afterward, when 
the alliance between France and America was announced, 1 
transmitted my ideas through Count D'Orvilliers, at Brest, 
to M« de Sarttne* I proceeded into the Irish Channel, 
made tereral descents, took and destroyed a nvaanher of 
ships, and among other prizes brought in witti me a BrilMli 
frigate of superior force, that had been sent oul efpresslj 
to take me. I also made prisoners, and brought with me 
twice the number of my crew. It was, as Mr. Franklin in- 
formed me by a letter dated at Passy, June 1st, 1778, the 
accoant that had been given of mr conduct &c. by Count 
D'OrviUierB that then determined the govemmeni of Ffaiic« 
to invite me to remain in Europe. I received firom the 
then minister of marine the most flattering hopes and promi* 
ses, b'lt his performance fell far short. He received from 
me through the hands of M. Le Ray de Chaumont, many 
ideas on the secret expeditions I wished to have command- 
ed j among which were the interception of the Baltic 
fleet, and the dettmction of the Huoson's Bay imtaMkh- 
ment. I waa^ however, trifled with for more man a year, 
before I could say I bad a force under my command. Thii 
was, I think, owing chiefly to the ill-judged confidence 
wtuch the minister placed in M. de Chaumont, who showed 
neither judgment nor secrecy. On that account many en- 
terprises were laid aside that I had brought almost to the 
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point of execution. On the last instance of this kind a 
number of troops had arrived at L'Orient, and in the mo- 
meot when 1 expected ihcm to hlave embarked, with their 
general the Marquis de la Fayette the expedition was laid 
aside. I was then charged with a convoy witlt troops and 
military stores for the ditierent ports and garrisonB in the 
Bay of Biscay, and on my return to L'Orient to drive the 
enemy ^8 privateers oat of the bay, had M. de Chaomont then 
remained at Paris instead of meeting me again, as he did at 
Li'Orient, that want of subordination which was so &tal to 
my projects would have been avoided. If your Excellency 
will please to call for my official letter written at the Texel 
the 3d of October, 1779, you will be convinced that if M. 
deChaumont had contined himself to his own duty, which 
was that of commissary of the armament, and not interfered 
with, or caballed against (nine, as the milltaiy commander, I 
iiuii^ have rendered many more important services. I 
mil^t have taken ^ght sail of homeward bound East India 
dupe, which entered Limerick in Ireland without convoy, 
Ihrec days after I was obliged to leave the entrance of that 
port, and of which I had received particular advice from 
England, before 1 left France. I might have taken or des- 
troyed the whole Baltic tleet, which would have prevented 
Admiral Rodney from relieving Gibraltar. I might have 
destroyed or laid under contribution various towns and 
their shipping round the Irish and British coasts. And I 
ra^t have entened the Teiel with my ships in such good 
condition as mig|it have enabled me to take nnder my con- 
Toy the Indien, and a large fleet of transports, loaded with 
•tores and materials for the marine, that then waited there 
Ibr my escort for Brest. That these projects failed must 
stand to M. de Cliaumont's account, i shall say but little 
of the services that were actually performed, of which, how- 
ever, the prizes taken and sent into port, or destroyed, make 
but the least part. 1 expected at that moment, that a great 
army would have made a descent in the south of England, 
under the cover of the combined fleets $ and it was mere- 
lore of the utmost consequence to make a great diversion in 
the north to &vor that design. I think I may say I did my 
duty in that respect, and though almost left alone, nothing 
hut a tempest that arose in the moment when I shoula 
have made a descent, could have hindered me from laying 
Leith, and perhaps £dinbuig too, under contribution* 1 
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ueed not mention that admiral Rodney was detained two 
months in port by my affair willi the Baltic fleet; or that 
my situation in Holland, and bciorc 1 arrived tbei'e, caused 
no less than 42 British ships of war and frigalcfl to be sent 
in pureuit of me, and posted to intercept me in every quar- 
ler. And the world knows that my conduct in the Texel 
was a great cause of the British resentment againsC Ho4» 
land, and stands as the first article in (he declaration of war 
against that republic. On the whole, my Lord, it cannot be 
admitted that the government of France havin:^ generously 
taken by the hand theyoun^ Republic ol America, and hav- 
ing been so beneficent aa to arm and support a naval ftict 
at His Majesty's expense, under the commission and flaa <f 
America, simuld wish to put the Americans who served as 
the officers and men, under any other laws than those of 
Congress, which I here suhoit), and agreeably to which I 
pledged myself to ev ery individual among them at the time 
when I engaged them, viz : 

" In Congress, Wednesday, October 30th, 1776* 

Besohtd, That the commanders, o(lir( rs, vcamen, and 
marines in the Continental navy, be entitled to one half of 
merchantmen, transports, and slorc-hips by them taken, from 
and after the first day of November, 1776, to be divided 
among tlicm in the shares and nroporlions hxed by former 
dilutions of Congress: that the commanders, officeri} 
ieamen and marines of the Continental navy be entitled to 
the whole value of all ships and vessels of war belonging to 
the Cfown of Great Britain by them made prize of, and all 
privateers authorized by his Britannic Ma.esty to wari^gunft 
these States, to be div ided as aforesaid." 

The Americans were every one of them treated at their en- 
listment, and during the whole service, by the laws of the 
American flag, and ttie few of then who were paid their wi^ 
fes, were paid by the ndes of Congress, from which, nei(Mr 
my duty as their agent, nor my honor as their commai|der,clft 
now permit me to recede. As I went into the Texel in obe- 
dience to orders, and as my prizes and prisoners were there 
taken out of my handt-, a ( irnimstnnt c of inexpres^ible morti- 
fication to me, and remained in the direction of the Due de 
la Vauguyon, they were not at the ri>k of the captors \ and, 
therefore, the expenses made i^ Holland, cannot t^UMl 
ag^dnit the sale of the prizes. 1 admit that the Serspiabad 
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need of repairs in tiie uppeiMPOilH and masts, but being a 
iieir ship that bad cost die Britiih gomoaenl iOfiOO 

gahieas, I deny that she wanted either anchors or cables 
while in my hands* The Countess of Scarborough sustabih 
ed little or no damage in the battle, and therefore had as 
little need of repairs. It caimot he made appear from the 
sale of that ship or the Sera pis, that tlic) fetched a greater 
price on account of an) repairs at ihe Texei : the Serapis 
anri?ed tittHhkat ^masted and in a wane oonditiao than 
irhen she entered the Teiel, and as the officare of the port 
of L'Orient cut to pieces and destroyed her orlojp-deck 
with all the mat^zines and store-rooms, &c. before I knew 
any thing of the matter, (which obliged me to make a jour- 
ney to Paris, to obtain an order from government for the 
sale of my prizes agreeably to the laws of the American 
flag^ I think if the account was fairly stated there %oald be 
an lodemnificaiion doe ta the captors for the imury tfaerebj 
done to their hardly earned property, withont meir leareor 
consent. As the captors were not consulted respecting the 
expense of the Serapis at Dunkirk, nor the disarmament of 
that ship at L'Oricnt, which were no ach antatje to her sale, 
those articles ought not to stand against them in the ac- 
count. And 1 ncTer heard that even the owners of pri- 
va te ew, ftr less an established goveinment, had charged the 
captors wHli the eipense of prorision for themselves or 
tiieir prisoners ! The expense made by Captain Cottineaa 
regards not the captors : it is for him to shew his authority 
for having made that expense, and the vouchers to support 
the difTercnt articles. 1 remember that I ^^ent M. Chamil- 
Jard express from the Texel to Versailles, on my arrival ; 
but tbat was sarely a necessary expense of die armament, 
and cannot regard the captors. Whether If* Le Ray de 
Cbaumont is indebted to the government^ or the gorem- 
ment is, as he says, indebted to him, is a matter that ought 
not to regard the captors, but they have a right to claim the 
protection of government to force M. Le Ray de Chaumont 
to render the money with interest, which he has unjustly 
detained from them for four years and a half, while manyr of 
theni are perishing with cold and hunger. 

In lAiort, it can make no difierence to the captors whether 
the ships that I comnMinded under the flag and commission 
of Congress were owned by the King or by the United 
Statea. Therefore I am ready to admit all r^iulations and 
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charges on the sale of my prizes, which have been nsoaUj 
admitted on other prizes sold in France, and taken bj fri- 
gates owned by Congress. But 1 am persuaded that yoa 
will not think it just that any thing should be deducted from 
the shares of the Aaieikani, on accoaot of the Hoapilil.«f 
iDvmlids at Paris; as fhey receive no benefit mm tint 
hospital, but have on the contraiy been pennoneii tf 
Congress for the wound? they have received. 

1 am, with full confidence in your Justice and geneiQsil^, 
mj Lord Macechal, Yours, &c. 

The Marechal on Casteibs* 

My Lord Marfxhal. 
Mr. Chardon has just now put into my hands a letter writ- 
ten to your Excellency by M. le Ray de Chaumont, dated at 
Pass? the 9th instant; — M. Ic Ray de Chaumont appears by 
that letter to insinuate that I was under Ins orders. That 
insihnation merits nothing but my contempt. He midit as 
well pretend that the Manjuis it la Fayette, with whom I 
bad the honor to be joined m command for an important ex* 
pedition, (which failed only through ' the unwise confidence 
that had been placed in the secrecy of M. le Ray de Chau- 
mont by the Minister of iiiariue,) was also under his orders. 
For my own part, as 1 had served with reputation in Ame- 
rica from the beginning of the war, and was throogb Mr. 
Franklin, in consequence of the hi{^ opinion the minister 
bad of my brareiy and good conduct, oec., inrited by 
government to remain in Europe to command secret expe- 
ditions, with a force at the expense of the King but under 
the commission, laws, and fla^ of the United States, I made 
it a condition that I should receive orders only from the mi- 
nister, or minisleffs of Congress ; and while I remained in 
Europe I never received any other. 1 had before that tine 
declined to accept a captain^s commission in the Rojal 
nary, which Count d'Orvilliers had offered to procure 
for me ; and at any time, and in every situation I would have 
disdained to prostitute myhonor under the orders of so light- 
headed a man as M. le Ray de Chaumont. He seems to 
claim also the idea for intercepting tiie British Baltic fleet, 
an Idea which did not origpnate eimer with the minister or 
H. le Ray de Chaumont, bnt which had been, with many 
olfaen, suggested to gmrermne&t by my self at, and beloie thin 
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time when I was first invited to come from Brest to Ver« 
sailies. But I beg leave to refer your Excellency to the 
Bbiquis de la f ayettc who knows that M. le Raj de Chau« 
noDt was regMed' ohIt u a annple conmiiataiy, and wai 
therefore under my orders, iosteafl of my being ander his. 
laver, thai if M. le Ray de Chaumont had not been eotmsted 
with the sccrot of the service intended, the views of the 
minister would have been not only fulfilled, but far exceed- 
ed. 1 had, however, a much greater latitude given me by 
my orders from Mr. Franklin than M. Chaumont seems to 
imagine: and it is clear from the strong and pointed letter 
of recommendation which I earned with me to Coogretii 
approving and applauding mj whole conduct, that the King 
and his ministers were perfectl]^ satisfied, and even asked of 
Congress to send me back agam to Europe, to command a 
larger force, which would have been done if the circum- 
stances of America had not rendered it impracticable. 

M. le Ray de Chaumont seems to be ignorant that the 
American agent in Holland had, and can nave, no power 
whatever over the property of die captors. It is a power 
which even Congress has not reserved, and which is contrary 
to the established laws of the American navy. As to de- 
ducting from the prize money four deniers per livre for the 
Hospital of hivalidsat Paris, because the expense of the ar- 
mament i commanded was taken from tlie funds of the 
royal navy, &c., I presume M. le Ray de Chaumont might, 
with more modestj, have spared that observation to your 
fizcellency. It is certain that the government of France 
foresaw that an expense would ailt-nd ilie armament I was 
so generously invited to command under the laws and flag of 
America, and it is not my place, much less that of such a 
man as M. le Ray de Chaumont, to intrude such pitiful ob- 
servations as may militate aeainst, or diminish the value of 
BQch delicate acts of friendmip between two allied nationi. 

I can only recur to facts mentionf d to your Excellency in 
my foaobt letters, vix« — The force 1 commanded, was under 
the commission laws, and flag of the United States, and the 
officers and m( n were engaged under my command, as in the 
American navy. 1 received my orders as an American of<- 
iicer from the Minister of Congress, and it follows that the 
captors are entitled In every light to be treated anctly by 
the laws. of the American navy. And whatever ondanlBM* 
tag there may have been between the two i^ovemnents 
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atspcctme ihe expense of the armamefU^ it maket not Hwr 
least difjereiice to the caplora. I but adc for justice fortlie 
bnre men I commandea, and I eipect no kfs from a gOM- 
roos mind like yoon. * 

-I am, with profoand respect, kc, 

Parii^ March 36«A, 1 784. 

My Lord Marecual, 

The within copy of a letter which I had the honor to re- 
ceive yesterday from Mr. Franklin, will convince you that 
he never consented, and could not consent to (he manner 
proposed by your predcct •^^^or, and by M. le Hay dc Cliau- 
mont, for settlement of the prize money due to the Ame- 
rican officen and men who- 'senred under my orders in 
Europe. 

I will not now complain that the prisoners which I took, 
and carried to Holland were not exchanged for the Ameri- 
cans who had been taken in war upon the ocean, and were 
long confined in English dungeons by civil magistrates, as 
traitors f pirates, and felons, 1 will only say, / had such a 
promise from the Minister of marine. It was all the reward 
1 asked, for die anxious days and sleepless nights I passed, 
and the many dangers I encountered, in glad hope of giving 
them all their liberty, and if I had not hein a^^sured that Mr. 
Franklin had made an infallible arrangement with the courts 
of France and England for their immediate redemption, 
nothing but a superior force should have wrested them out 
of my hands, till they had been actually exchanged for Die 
unhappy Americans in Ei^giand. 

Passi/, March^bth, 1784. 
The Hon. Paul Jones, Esq., Paris. 
Sir, 

I return herewith the papers you communicated to me 
yesterday. I perceive by the extract from M. de Sartine's 
letter, wai it was his intention all the charges which had 
accrued upon the Serapis and Countess of ScafTiorough, 
should be deducted from the prize-money payable to the 
captors, particularly the expense of victualling the prison- 
ers and seamen, and that the liquidation of those chai^ges 
. should be referred to me. This liquidation however, new 
was refened tome ; and if it had, 1 siMrald hare been caa- 
tiout of acting in it, having received no power from the 
capten, either French or Americans, authorinng me to de- 
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cide upon any thing iMpactiBg their intereats. MA 1 ttjti 
tMoljrihoBM BOl have agreed to cbem llie American cap- 
tors with any part of the , expense of maintaining the 500 
prisoners in Holland till they could be exchanged, when 
none of them were exchanged for the Americans in England, 
as was your intention, and as wc both had been made to 
espect 

With gleet esteem, I hare'tlie honor to be, &c. 

Parity ■ " ' 13/A, 1784. 
Hii ExceUencT the BIabsgbal db Castribs. 

« Mr Lord MAftscHAL, 

I am exceedingly senrible of the favor you did me yes- 
terday by having the goodness to relinquish the claim that 
was made, for deducting four deniers per livre for the Hos- 
pital of Invalids at P:iris, from the prize money due to the 
Americans who served iu the sc^uadroa I had Uie honor to 
command in Europe. And af yon have been lo obliging 
as to postpone your orders for the fiSud liquidation of the 
prize money, tul 1 have time to show yon more particular 
rauscs than I haiie yet done, why the expenses incurred in 
the Texel should not be taken from the property of the cap- 
tors, I have no doubt but that the following circumstances 
will induce your Excellency to relinquish that chaige, which 
is now the only dilliculu remaining. 

I was ofdered by w. Franklin to enter tiie Texel the 
last of September, bat I coold not reach it, notwithstand- 
ing my best endeavours, till the 3d of October. Therefore, 
1 had not time to have previously landed the prisoners in 
France. And as the Bon homme Richard sank after the 
battle, it was absolutely necessar}' tliatjthe prizes, tlie Sera- 
pis and Countess of Scarborough, should accompany the Al- 
liance [and Pallas into the Texel ; for those two tast-mea- 
tioned sldps had not sufficient water*] and profision, and 
(being crowded with the remains of the crew of the Bon 
hoaune Richard) wouldjnot contain the prisoners, which 
were between five and six hundred in number. During 
the whole time, which was three months in the Texel, the 
Serapis, and Cotinles!: of Scarborough were employed as 
prisou-ships, and the small repairs of those two prizes in 
that road make but an inconddenible part, a sixth perhaps, 
of %he whole expense ; so that the serrice they peffemetf 
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wd:i at least worth tliu repairs they received. Had it uot 
been for the prisoners, the Serapis aad ChmUtt of Scar- 
bmmgh, aftmr ilm wm ttken, iMtve been inmedi* 
•telj ordered lor Ffench or Ameiiceii porta; ibr they luid 
plentjr of witer end proTision, and the Serapis was made 
perfectly meoageable, and sailed fast under her jury^naitB; 
so that they could have been out of danger before the eneiDj' 
had placed their cruising squadrons to intercept them : 
whereas by their being detained till the middle of winter 
in the Texel, where they were blockaded by the enemy, 
they ran an infinitely greater risk ; and therefore the 
captors had a just right to look upon government as the 
assurers of those prizes. — ^Mr. Clmamont persuaded the 
mmisler of maiine to take the Serapis for the kin^, witboot 
egpotkog that prize to sale. The miiuater sent his orden 
in conseauence to L^Orient $ and the people of tiiat port 
deitrojed the orlop-deck, magazines, store-rooms, gaUenea, 
breast-works, and barricades, kc, in order to make such 
alterations in that prize as they thought fit. When I saw 
this, I came from L'Orient to court, and the minister was 
so much convinced that Mr. Chaumont^s advice was wrong, 
that he, without difficulty, gave immediate orders for the 
pubUc sale of all my prizes, agreeably to the laws of the 
American navjr* Bot the Smpis was much more damaged 
hf the operations jost mentioned, diat had been made pre- 
viously to her ||le, than the ^alue of her repain m the 
Texel; to say nothing of her having been dismisted and 
losing anchors and cables by violent weather, on her paa- 
sage from the Texel to L'Orient : therefore, taking all cir- 
cumstances together, the repairs in the Texel were far from 
bein^ of any advantage to her sale. She cost the King at • 
public sale only 240,000 livres ; whereas she had when 
new, six months before, cost the British government 50,000 
guineas.— The expense in the Texel arose chiefly from the 
proyision tet was tnpplled from Amsterdam for the pri- 
soners and the crews of the ships that guarded tfiem ; and 
from the provision, repairs, and outfits for the fiigatet the 
Alliance and Pallas, and the smsJl brigantine Vengeance^ 
Now if any part of those expenses were chargeable to the 
captors, the same principle carried a httle farther, would 
naake them liable for the first cost and second outfit of the 
armament before the squadron sailed from ranee, and 
oblige them to sustain the loss of the Bon homme Richard. 
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Jl' America bad aaked of France to support that armameot 
uatellMCoiitiaeiildflag^or if IhadMMIbrthtt cmb- 
mtady tbe nmtttt ni^t have had a dHfemt ctmplenoib 

But it WBS IB act of the King's free bonntj, and his Majia* 

ty is too generous to lessen it by any afterclaima that are 
beneath his dignity. — If it were asked why Americans 
should be placed on a more favorable footing than the sub- 
jects of France ? I would answer that question by asking, 
why Americans should be expected to accept an invitation 
tnm France which ihoold pvt them on a more nnlayorable * 
footing than tliat on which France found them ? Does not 
France paj foreign troops in her service more than she 
pays her own subjects ? 

Permit me my lord to conclude, by saying that no equal 
expense in the war was made with so great effect, or had 
such good consequence, as that made by the ^ps 1 com- 
manded in the Teael ; snice Holland was thevenj towii 
into the war, without which the world would not have beeo 
thia day at peace. — Had 1 known any thing of the order of 
the nninister to Mr. Chaumont respecting the expense in 
the Texel, I am certain that, on my representation, he would 
have revoked it, as he did his order to the commandant at 
L'Orient respecting the alteration of the Serapis ; both of 
which Mr. Chaumont obtained by misrepresenting foots, 
and folsely saying it was the desire of Mr. Flanklhi. 

I am, with profoond respect, dec. 

Paris, J^ov. 6th, 1784. 
His EiceUency tbe MAaacBAL na Castmbs* 

My Loan Marbchal, 
By the state of the liquidation and repartition of the 

prizes, taken by the squadron I commanded in Europe, 
which you signed the 23d of last month, I find tliere is an 
error made in tiie proportion due to the Vengeance. That 
tender was armed with only twelve four-pounders and sixty 
men, as you will see by the enclosed certificate of the 
aecond lieotenant. I am eiceedin|^y sonr for tins nustakci 
which ooglit to have been avoided. I beseech yoor Ek*, 
cellency to give orden that it may be rectined* 

1 amy with respect, ke. 

Paris J June 2Sif, 1785. 
His Excellenry the Marschal dk Castribs* 

Mv Lord Marechal, 
Hv 4h^ lAHpr Toiir Rxceilency did me the honor to write 
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me ou liic 13th of May last, ybu were pleased to promise 
that Miooii as M. Qmoo moM lia?e stnl mt liqai- 
datioD of my priaes *^whkh you esjMefMl wilLhout dek^^ 
you would take measures for the payment, and that jia 

would let me know. 

From the great number of affairs more important that en- 
gage your attention, 1 presume this little matter which con- 
cerns me in a small degree personally, but chiefly as the 
agent of the brave men who served under my orden in En* 
rope, may have escaped yonr memory. Since tfie first of 
November, 1783, when 1 received authority to settle this 
basiness with your Excellency, 1 have been waiting here for 
no other purpose, and constantly expecting it to be conclu- 
ded from month to month. To say nothing of my expenses 
during so long an interval, the uncertainty of my situation 
has been of infinite prejudice to mjj^ other concerns. My 
long ailoice is a proof that nothing bbt necessity could have 
prevailed on me to take the liberty of reminding your Ex- 
cellency of ^our promise. I hope for the honor of year 
final detemunation, and 1 am, wim great respect, 

Yours, die. 

# Paris, 1785. 

His Excellency file Marbcbal db Casteies. 

Mv Lord Marechal, 
By tlie letter your Excellency did me the honor to write 
me the 27th ult., you are pleased to desire me to address 
myself to the Ordonnateur at L'Orient for the payment of 
the prizes made by the squadron I had the honor to com- 
• maud, and yon are pleased to inform the Marquis de la 
Fajette, that you had assigned the funds necessaiy for that 
obpect* I have the honor to remind your Excellency that I 
came firom America to France in the character of agent for 
the American captors, who served in the Bon homme Rich- 
ard, and in the Alliance. Therefore, that no misunderstand- 
ing may ensue between myself and the Ordonnateur at 
L'Orient, I must pray you, my lord, to give orders that the 
ahares due to those two ships, (after dcSiucting what b doe 
to the subjects of France who served in the Bon homme 
Richard,) may be immediately paid into my hands in masis, 
agreeably to your Excellency's decision, in the state of the " 
liquidation of my prizes, which you signed the 23d of Octo- 
ber last, and conformable to the powers with which 1 am 
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I'ested, which were announced to ^^u by tiie Mimater plc- 
oifoleiitiary of the United States, m a letter dated in De- 
eember, 1783. 

I ammylordf witfaprolbtindieBpecty&c. 

* Pertf, Mtf 8<A, 1785* 
His Excellency the Marschal db Castkiss. 

Mv Lord Marechal, 
1 had the honor to reply the 23d of last month to the letter 
our Exrellcncv did me the honor to write me on the 17th. 
enclosed a copy of my public credentials, and referred you 
on the subject of my mission from Congress to an oHicial 
letter written to you by the Minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States, dated the 18fh of December, 1783. From 
tbese documents, and as 1 have already given ample security 
fo the United States, for the faithful performance of the 
trust reposed in me by the act of Congress, of the 1st of No- 
vember, 1783, I naturally concluded that you would imme- 
diately see the impropriety of my giving you the security 
of a subject of France for funds arising from my prizes, 
which belong to the sabjects of the United States. If it 
were possible that any doabt could remain in your mind res-* 
pecting my public mission, I should refer you. to a letter 
which 1 had the honor to put into your hands on my return 
to France, from the Chevalier de la Luzerne. As particu- 
}ar reasons render it extremely inconvenient, if not impos- 
sible for me to attend tliis business any longer, I shall lake 
the liberty to wait on your Excellency to-morrow, to be fa- 
▼oiod wi&yovcfinal detennioation. 

I am, with great respect, yours, &c. • 

Pom, /u/y 10(A, 1785. 

His EzcellencT the Maubcbai^ vt Castribs. 
Mt Lord M arbchal, 

I have the honor to enclose an official answer from Mr« 
Jefferson, Minister pienipot;ientiary from the United States 
at the Court of France, to a letter written to him yesterday 
by your Excellency, on the subject of my mission from 
Congress, to settle with you the claims of the subjects of 
America, on the prizes that were taken in Europe by the 
squadron I commanded. 

Mr. d'Umons informed me yesterday fliat the concerned 
in flie prirateer La Granville, had, a few da^ ago, claimed 
a share in two of my prises, the May-Flower, and tihe For- 
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tune, by virtue of a sentence given to that etiect by a court 
of justice. To that sentence 1 can ofler no objection ; be- 
cause the La Gmnville was present when those two prizes 
were taken. But since tbe irateoce of fhe court bas veiy 
pointedly' eicluded tbe La GfanirUle from any share in mo 
other prizes, ^at were taken by the squadron after that ves- 
lel had returned to a port of France, I beg leave to submit 
to your Excellency to decide the question, whether the cap- 
tors who purchased the other prizes, and particularly the 
Serapis, at the expense of their blood, will not have reason 
to be discontented if the Cerf, that returned to a port of 
France at tbe same time with tbe La Granville, sbooM be 
allowed to share in all tbe prisses ? 

Whatever may be your Excellency's determination on 
that point, it can make no difference to me, as far as f am 
personally concerned, and I mention it again now because, 
should you think fit to order a new arrangement in that res- < 
pect, it can, under the present circumstances, give no iiddi- 
tional trouble to tbe Bureau.'' i 

I am with great respect, yours, &c > 

L'Oncnl, Jii/y 29/A, 1785. [ 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Minister PlenipotentiarT of tbe United 
States to tbe Conrt of Fiance. 
Sin, 

I have been with M. Clonet, the Ordonnateiir here, to 
whom the Marechal de Castries sent orders, the 1 5th of this 
month, to pay into my hands the money arising to the sub- 
jects of the United States from the prizes taken by the squad- 
ron 1 commanded in Europe. I find that a French mer- 
diant, M. Pucbilberg, of this place, who ooposed Dr» Frank- 
lin, and did all in bis power to promote the revolt that took 
place in the Alliance, has produced a letter of attorney which 
he obtained from the officers and men of that frigate when 
their minds were unsettled, authorizing him to receive their 
share in the prizes. And notwithstanding tlic orders of iho. 
Marechal of the 1 5th, 1 find there is a disposition here to 
pay the mon^ to M. PncbilbeiiK, in prefimice to me* 

When I undertook the difficult and disameable buiafiis 
of settling for the prize-money with the Marechal de Gas- 
tries, T thought it necessary, to prevent any reflection on my 
conduct, to give security for two hundred thousand dollars 
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to remit the money I recovered to the iroajsurj of the Uui- 
ted States, to be from thence divided among the persons 
concerned. Not to mention the great expense I have been 
at, and the loss of two years of my time since the peace, to 
ditelD a letflement, 1 may be penmtted to say, that If. Pn- 
cUlbeig was at do expense, and never took any efiectoal 
itqiB to obtain a settlement of the prize-money ; and it would 
have been very difficult, if not impossible, for him to have 
obtained any satisfaction for the concerned, because no other 
man but myself, (except Dr. Franklin, who would not act,) 
could have explained, at Versailles, the nature and circum- 
itencei of my conneskm wHii that court* And I may add, 
tbat M* PachUbei|K will not, and cannot, if be had the beat 
iBtaBtioni, do justice to the subjects of America. He has 
fffpmk no '^ocurity to do them justice. He has no authentic 
roll of the crew of the Alliance, which can only be had in 
America, and he is unacquainted with the manner of classing 
the officers and men in the division of prize-money by the 
lawi of the American flag. 

What I request of you, therefore, is, to write to tbe court 
to obtain an explicit order from the Marechal de Caitries to 
M. Clonet, to pay into my hands the whole mass of the 
piize-money that appears due to the AlUance, and also tbe 
share of the Bon honune Richard, (aAei^.deducting the pro- 
portion due to the French volunteers, who were embarked 
OB board the ship as marines.) 

As my sitaation here Is eiceedingly disagreeable, because 
till this new difficulty is removed I cannot receive any part 
of the money that appears due, I shall hope to be relieved 
from my embarrassment as soon as possible, by a letter firom 
you. 

They have objected here, Aat the captain of the AUiance 
was bom in France. But he bad abjured the cfavicb of 
Rimie, and been naturalized in America, (as his officeis re- 
ported to me,) before he took command of the Alhance^ and 
nis crew were all the subjects of the United States. 

I am sorr^ to give you this trouble, but I am convinced 
that the busmess would have continued in suspense for a long 
time, if I had not come here myself. 

I am, witii great esteem and respect. Sir, Yours, dec- 

N. B. M. Clonet has written to court by this post, there- 
fore it vill be necessary to make your apphcation immedi- 

LI 
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ateb • M. fiarcley can give yon the character of M* Ptt« 
cUlbeig. 

VOrimty Jul}f 31*/, 1 78a. 
His Eicellencj Thomas JamasoN, Esq. 
Sia, 

I had the honor to write you the 99fli oC this moiitfi, praj- 
ing you to address the court to prevent M« PnchiMC^ a 

French merchant here, from receiving tibe prize-monej due 
to the subjects of tlie United States who served on board the 
squadron I commanded in Europe. I have done my duty, 
and with great trouble and expense both of time and money, 
obtained a settlement in their favor from government. But 
if M. Puchilbcrg, (who has taken no trouble, and been at 
no expense to obtain a settlement,) should receive the aao- 
ney, mc greatest part of it will never reach Aineiiea» aor 
find its way into the pockets of the captors. Were M* Pa* 
chilbeig the most honest man in the world, be cannot, at thia 
distance £rom America, and being ignorant of the lawBof the 
American flag, do justice to the concerned. Besides, a pre- 
ference is due to the application of one government to ano- 
ther for what regards the interests of its subjects, especially 
where it is clear that every caution lias been observed ior 
obtaining justice to each individual. 

The enclosed copy of a letter, which has just now keen 
cbmnranicated to me, irom Monsieur de Soulanges, i MmMm 
les Juges Consuls, dated at Toulon, the 14th dty of Hus 
month, announcing that the Algerines have decluped vw 
against the United States, is of too serious a natee not In 
be sent immediately to you. 

This event may, 1 beUeve, surprise some of our fellow- 
citizens; but, for njy part, 1 am rather surprised that it did 
not take place sooner. It will produce a good etFect, if it 
unites the people of America in measures consistent with 
their national honor and interest, and rouses them from thai 
91-jadged security which tiie intoxication of success has pi«* 
duced since the revolution* 

My best wishes will always attend that land of froodoiui, 
and my pride will be always gratified when such measures 
are adopted as will make us respected as a great peeptefBite 
dettrve to be free. 

I am. Sir, with great esteem, kc. 
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Copifi ilu la letLre de M. Soulanges, a M. M. les Jugea et 

Consuls de Nantes. 

Toulon^ le 14 Julliei, 1785. 
M. le Commandeor de Scgpndds, aqi arrive d*Alger iur 
la fregate la Min^rve qu^il commanoe, M. M. tna rendu 
compte en Mouillant dans cette rade, que cette R^gence 
faisvit armer 8 batiments, tant chebecs que barques, depuis 
13 jusqu' a 34 canons destines a croiser du Cap St. Vincent 
anx Azores, pour y prendre les Americains, a qui ils decla- 
lent la guerre. Je toim en doniie avis mr le cittmp, M. M., 
tant poor lei inleiets que votre place peut pirendie dms ces 
bdtiments, que pour que ▼oos veailles liiea en- donner avis 
aux capitaines Americains. 

Les Algeriens ont une autre division tie 4 batiments, mais 
trop petits pour donner de I'inquietudc dans nos mers. 

S0ULANG£S. 

VOrUni^Jiugust 17IA, 1785* 
• His Excellencj Thomas JimEsoiiy £s«. 

Sir, 

I am still waiting for a decision respecting the claim of 
M. Puchilbeis. But I think it my duty to inform you that 
one or two of the comnioii leilors that served on board the 
AlBance, iHien that frigate was under my orders, are now 
here in a merchant vessel, and, as I am this moment in- 
formed, they have been persuaded to write to M. Puchil- 
bei^, desiring that their share in the prizes may not be sent 
to America, but paid to them here. This 1 am told, has 
been urged as a reason to the Marechal to induce him to 
decide in Ipvor of If. Pnchilbcrg^s claini. Those two men 
will, lioweverv sail in a day or two for Boston, and perhapa 
may never return to France ; besides, their objection is too 
trining to be admitted, as it would greatly injure the other 
persons, botli officers and men of that crew, who would, in 
all probability, never receive any part of their prize xvoney 
unless they should come from America to L'Orient on pur* 
poM; wfaicb would not pay their exp^nsea. 

A» the pait is just goii^ 1 must defer answering the let- 
ter jfMi did me the honor t» write tte on the Sd, till another 

opjpnvtenil^. 

' ' I am with great esteem, &c. 

N. B. I beg you therefore to write again to the Mare- 
chal de Castries. • . . 
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VOfknJty August 1785. 
His Eicellencj Thomas Jimmtov, Esq. • 
Sm, 

I am by this day'f post honored with yours of the I Stb 
current, which appears to have been intended to be for- 
warded by M. Carnes. I esteem myself particularly obliged 
by that mark of your attention ; but as there is no mention 
made of my letter to you of the 31st nit. I presume it has 
fttiieained, and it is uerefere that I hava now writtaate 
ibregoiBg copy. The 6th of this month, finding a ship here 
bound directly for Philadelphia, I sent a copy of Monsieur 
Soulangcs' letter to Mr. Jay for the information of Coi^;ress. 
I had the honor to write to you on the 1 7th to inform you, 
that I was just then told that two of the seamen, formerly of 
the Alhance frigate, who are now here in a brig beloogiji^ 
to Boston, have been wroog^t npon hj in expectation of 
immediately receiving their pfize money, to dene that If. 
Pndulberg might, in their niine, object to sending the prize 
money of the Alliance to America. That brig is now at Port- 
Louis, and will sail for Boston it is supposed to-morroir 
rooming. I am with gireat esteem, &c. 

DOnufd^ Aueust 34M, I7$5/ 
His Eicellencjr Thomas JBrmsov, Esq. 

Sir, 

I yesterday received the letter you did me the honor (o 
write me on the 17th, mentioning the difficulty made by 
the Marechal dc Castries in bis letter to you of. the 12th, 
and that yon had iwoved ttiit difficulty by your answec 
I am eiceedingjly sensible of the fiiTor yon do me by yoar 
attention to my situation beve; and it gives me great con- 
tem that it is not in my power to send you the roll you 
ask for of the crew of the Alliance. The rolls were in the 
proper time sent to court, and put into the hands of Mr. de 
SartioQ by M. Genet, first Commissioner of foreign afiain, 
the cewcatn of vvUch I have among my papers at Paria ; 
and the Maiocfaal de Castries nught lema^^ 
ed him and that he read that certificate. These rolls, how- 
ever, have been mislaid or lost in the bureau. Copies of 
them were sent at the same time to Dr. Franklin, who I 
suppose, put them into the hands of M. Le Ray de Chau- 
mont ; but since my return, I never could obtein any ac- 
coont of them. A thiid set of the rolls I carried witn me 
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to America, aad before I embarked in the French fleet at 
Boiloo I put Aem mto llie htndi of Bfr. Secvettiy Uvid^ 
iton } and they were sealed up among the papers of fau 
ofice w h e n 1 left America. It is, however, impossible that 
aBf>legal demands should be made on you for French sub- 
jects in consequence of your engagement to the Marechal. 
The AlUance was manned in America, and 1 never heard of 
any person^s having served on board that frigate who had 
Mb liecii in France except the captain, who, at I was in- 
fennedf imd in America abjured the cbnrcb of Rome and 
been natomlized. 

I have made all the inquiry 1 have been able here re- 
specting the expedition you mentioned in a former letter ; 
but I have not obtained much satisfaction. I propose to go 
to Brest. 1 am, &lc. 

V Orient, September 1786. 
His Excellency Tbomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

1 am just retnmed liere from Breft, irtiere I bare paned 
several dnji. I have received jnnr letter of the 39ih ult. 
with the copy of that written to yon by the Blarecbal de 

Castries, the 26th, and I have reason to expect in conse- 
quence, that my aflairs here will be finished as soon as the 
formalities of the bureau will permit. I shall obtain a roll 
of the Alliance, conformable to the pretensions of Puchil- 
beig ; wbich ttough perhaps not quite eiact, may how- 
ever answer all your purposes. I rnDy do not believe that 
erer any claims will be made on you ; for I never heard 
that any French subject had served on board that frigate 
except the captain, and 1 commanded the Alliance in per- 
son aeven months. 

I am, Sir, kc* 

N. B. I take die liberty to enclose a letter for M. Led* 
jard. It contains a small bill. If he is not at Peris, I te* 
qaesl yon to keep the letter till I come* 

Perir» Oetektr 1785. 
Hie VmtSkney Tbokas Jsrmson, Esq. 

Sir, 

Aatfae Baron de Waltersdorff does not return here, as was 
ei^ected, and I wish to apply, without farther loss of time 
to the Court of Denmark, for a compensation for the pri- 
ses taken by the squadron 1 commanded in Europe, and 
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giveu up to the British, by the [>eopIe in authority at Ber« 
gen io Norway j ifyuu approve it, I will assign the powers 
1 received, for that buaiiieai from Cdt^ren, to my fnood 
I^. Bancroft in London. Y4ni will oblige me themMm^ if 
you will write to Mr. Adams, requesting him to lopport 
Dr. Bancroft's application through the Danish aiHMter in 
London. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, 4au 

. Pam, fkbnmy 1786* 
His Excellency Thomas JiFrBRBON, Esq. 
Dnaa Sir, 

I rck:eived the kind note you wrote me this morning, on 
the occasion of receiving my bust ; I offered it to you as 
a mark of my esteem and respect for your virtues and ta- 
lents. It has been remarked by professed judges that it docs 
no discredit to the talents of M. Houdon ; but it receives 
its value from your acceptance of it, witii the assurance 
you give me of your particalar esteem, which will ever be 
felt by me as an honor truly flatterine. 

1 am, dear Sir, witti great esteem, dns. 

Paris, Jugmt dth, 1786. 
His Excellency Thomas Jeffeason, Esc^. 
Sir, 

As it now appears by the reply I have just received liiMB 
Mr. Adams, dated London the 17th of last month, which f 
had the honor to communicate to yoa. that his letter to the 
Baron de WaltersdortF, respecting my prizes delivered up 
to the English at Bergen in Norway, in the year 1779, by 
the court of Denmark, has not been answered ; and as the 
Baron de VValtcrsdorflfis now gone to tiie West Indies, and 
Mr. Adams advises me in liis letter, to apply to the Danish 
Minister at his court ; it now becomes my dutv to ask your 
advice and assistance in the steps that lemam to be por* 
sued, to obtain a compensation from flie goreniiieiit of 
Denmark for those prizes. 

And in order to give yon die necessary informatkm an 
this subject, I here subjoin some extracts from tim pi|Mn 
left in my hands by Mr. Franklin, to wit : 

No. 1. Extract of a letter from Monsieur Duchezaulx, 
Consul of France, to M. Caillard, Charge des affairs du 
Roi 6 Copenhagen, dated 4 fieishen en Nonrege ie 14 
July 1779. 
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*^ he$ deux ditei priaes sod! considembles i eiles etoieat 
mtak en giiem €t en marchaadwti, d Iw eommaDdtitfi 
povfviit 4e CMniiiioiif a«s Leltra de Ifru-que ; nvoir 
Z^CMmi 4e Londm, du port de 400 tonoeaux arnil de S9 

doom de 6, et 4 livres de ballc, plusieuro pierriers et au- 
tres amies ; cbarg^ de cables, cord^e, et teue a voUe, enfin 
tout ce qu'il faut en ce genre pour le grement de sept 
Batiments de guerre, avec plusieurs autres elfets, destines 
pour Quebec ; et le Bclsey de Liverpool, da port de 360 
tonneaux arme de 20 canons de 6, et de 2 de 9 livres dc 
balie, 12 pierriers et autres armes, charge de ileur de farinc, 
bcBuf, et laid lalis, et autres provnioiis et marchandim dee- 
tin4a poor la Hoovdle Yoik, et la Jamaique. Lea data ear- 
gaiaons peuvept lire^vaMet au nauM un million de livres.^' 
No* 3. Extiact fifOlM a letter written by the CoDSOl of 
FiODCet before mentioned, to Dr. Franklin, mioiBter of 
America at the court of France, dated & BeiiglMO le 36 

Oct. 1779. 

" II mest douloureux au dc la de toute expression, d'avoir 
a VOU8 informer aujourdhui, que les deux prises the Bet- 
sey and the Umon, out ete ces jours ci restituees aux An- 
glais, en Teitd dPono r4sohilioa omened do Roi de Don** 
naric : Rtolotioo it^osteelcontreireau droit det gena*''— ~ 

No* 3* Extract from the same letter. 
La valeur de cet deux prises que Ton vons eolevo im* 
justement, est au moins de 40,000/ sterling, ipdependam- 
mentdes Frais et I'ai^ent debourse par les banquiers M. B|* 
Danekertand Krohn, dont je vous remcttrai le compte." — 

No. 4. Extract of a letter from all the American ofticers 
in Norway to Dr. Franklin, niinisler of America in France^ 
dated Ber^n, Jan. 4th, 1780. 

*^The brigaotine Oiarmin^ PoU^f, which amTod 14 
daja after os, was likewise dehvered no in the lame man- 
Bor."— 

No* 6* Extract of a letter from the same officen to Dr* 
Franldin, dated at Bergen, April 1 1th, 1780. 

" Our expenses while on board the ships, were paid by 
the Fixjlish Consul ; and those since, by the King of Den- 
mark ; wuicii enables us to proceed without drawing bills 
upon P'rance. — We have also the protection of the Danish 
flag till our arrival in France.'^—* 

After mj retam hm iroiii L'Orient, you remember I 
was preveoted, hy circumstaiiceB, fiom ponmhig tfao ap- 
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plication to the Court of Denmark, in person. The bills 
I had received were not yet payable, and I thought it would 
be necessary for me to go to America in the spring, to de- 
posit the prize-money received from this government, in 
the Continental treasury; so that 1 was prevented from 

foing to the Court of Denmark. And there being no 
)anish minister here, nor expected here during the winter, 
you remember your having approved of my deputizing Dr. 
Bancroft to solicit the Court of Denmark, through the 
Danish minister in London ; and that you was so obUging 
as to join me in requesting Mr. Adams to support that ap- 
phcation. 

But as experience has now shewn that this method is 
slow and uncertain ; and as the late order of the Board 
of Treasury respecting the prize-money I have recovered, 
makes my return to America, on that account, at present 
unnecessary ; I presume the best thing 1 can do will be to 
proceed to Copenhagen, and there make application to that 
court. If you approve of this, it would be useful for me 
to have a letter from the Count de Vergennes to the Baron 
de la Houze, minister of France at the Danish Court, di- 
recting him to support my reclamatioii. — The interference 
of this government may be asked for with propriety, be- 
cause the King had the gallantry to support under the flag 
of America, the squadron I commanded in Europe. — it is 
also to be wished that I could carry letters with me from 
the Danish minister at this court, and it is therefore very 
unlucky that he is now absent at the waters. If you think 
ht to write to him, 1 can at the same time, obtain and for- 
ward a letter from his particular friend the minister of the 
Due de Wertemburg ; which may have a good effect. I 
am persuaded that the Count de Vergennes, on my own 
application to him, would immediately give me a proper 
letter to the Baron de la Houze ; but it will be more offi- 
cial to obtain it through your appUcation, which I therefore 
request. 

As I flatter myself that the Danish Court is still disposed 
to make a compensation, it is necessary for us now to dc- 
. termine on the lowest sum to be accepted. — Doctor Frank- 
lin, in his letter to me from Havre, says the result of his 
letter to a broker in London was, that those Quebec ships 
were worth 16 or 18 thousand pounds each. 1 have reason 
to believe that the two ships delivered up, with their car- 



goes and armament, worth a greater sum. And besidei, 
you will observe that the bn^otine Charming Polly, wa? 
also delivered up. I cannot judge of the value of this last 
prize ; and perhaps it may be necessarjr' for me to write to 
Dcrgen to obtain information. 

I am, with respect, &c. 

Pans, Jug. 2\st, 1786. • 
His Excellency Thomas Jcffsrson, Esq. 
Sib, 

' I am much obliged by the letter you sent me from the 
Count de Vergennes to 6aron de la Houze, witli your own 
to the Baron de Blome. An indisposition, that has confined 
mc close for three days, has prevented mc from observing 
to you sooner, that Dr. Franklin, in the letter he wrote me 
from Havre, sajs, the offer made by the Baron de Wal- 
tendorff was ten tboueand pounds ateriins. As yoa haTQ 
muappreheoded tiie amomit of that offer, flake the liberty 
to return yoar letter to the BavoQ de Blome, praying you 
to alter the word five with your own hand. I should be 
glad to be favored with your opinion whether I ought to 
accept of any sum less than what was offered to Doctor 
Frankhn ? It is very improbable that a less sum will be of^* 
fered bj 6ie Daniflh mtrntlera ; but tappoaiiig them km ik- 
YorablT disposed now than Ibrmeriy, it is necessary Ibr ns 
to be determmed beforehand. 

• I have the honor to be, &c» 

PofU, Sept. 3dj 1786. 
His BfceUeacy Tbokas Jbffsmon, Esq. 

Sir, 

Since I had tlie honor of hearing from you last, my 
health has not permitted mc to set out for Denmark. 
From the information I took at tlie Hotel of the Baron de 
Blome, I midentood he was to arrire from the waters the 
30th ult, so that I thoo^t it better to wait tall I coald see 
him than to forward your letter* His servants arriyed at 
fhe time that he was himself expected, and informed that 
the Baron had made a little jaunt to Geneva and would be 
at Paris the 15th of this month. — I now have the honor to 
sciitl y ou the second copy of the rolls, &c., tliat you lately 
Ibrwarded to the Board of Traasary* Thm is a sura op- 
portonity for London to-morrow at two o'clock. - If you 
hstve any letters to send, or if you thinli fit to forward ih^ 

M m 



papers respectiDg the ]>rizo-moncj', I will give tliom incfaai]ge 
to the person who will «afely deliver them in London. 
I am, Sir, with great Gateem and respect, yours, kc 

Eventually, on the 13th of July, 1785, &e Manhd'de 
Castries issued an order to pay over to Jones, at L^Orieot, 
fhe money arising to citizens of the United States from the 
proceeds of the sale of the prizes takto hy the smisdron 
under his command in E u rope« The sum total was 181,039 
livres, 1 sous, and 10 deniers. 

Although Congress had approved of the distribution of it 
under the French ordinance, it will be seen in one of the 
following letters, that tlie King behaved with great libcnility. 
not even retaining what he might have kept in conformity 
w illi the regulations of Congress : ' 

Paris, Maif 9th, 171J6. 
The Honorahle John Jav, Esc^. Minister) 
£or Foreign Affairs, New- York. > 

Dear Sir, 

The application T have made to the court of Denmark 
for a compensation for my prizes that were delivered up hj 
that government to the British, not having yet produced a 
decision, prevents me from embarking, as was my intention, 
ahout this time for America. The prize-money arisingfrom 
mj nmtiation with the conrt of France, due to the citizens 
mod inbjects of the United States, who served on board the 
Bon homme Richard and Alliance, (amonntinjs ia the grass 
to 157,483 livres, 6 sous, 10 deniers,) is now ready in my 
hands. I expect that the application which is now depend- 
ing with the court of Denmark will terminate so as to cna- 
iile me to embark for America before the monjli of Septem- 
ber. But lest a longer delay should be found necessary in 
Europe, and prevent my appearance in time for a passage 
after Uiat date, I shall be ready to accept the drafts of Coa^ 
gress at Usanee, Ibr the amount in my hands. 

I mj notlnng of the amoant of the allowanee fliat oog^t 
in justice to be made for the great expense, trouhle, m 
time I have devoted to this business from the Ist of No- 
vember, 1 789« A commission on the sum recovered will 
certainly be no indemnification for myexpenseSr fiurkss a 
recompense for my time and trouble. 

1 am. with great respect and esteem, &c. 
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Qa the leceipt of tbis infonmUioBt Cougi eiia (uuned tttb 
subjoined reaolution: — 

In Conorf.ss, June 7th, ITOfj. 

Resolved, That tlie Board of Treasury' be directed to take 
such measures as may appear to them to be most ctrectual 
for procuring accurate •returns of the officers and men sen - 
ing on board the Bon honime Richard, commanded bjr Jolm 
Paul Jones, and the firwate Alliance, commanded by Petor 
Landais, at the time the captures were made by the late 
squadron under the command of John Paul Jones : 

That the ampunt of the prize-money paid by Capt* John 
P. Jones to the order of tlie Board of Treasury, on account 
of the officers and crew of the vessels above-mentioned, be 
by the said Board distributed to the officers and meii entitled 
to receive the same, or to their proper heirs or assigns, in 
proportioB to the shares respectively due to them, agreea- 
oly to the returns aboTO-mention^, and the ordinances of 
Congress in that behalf made. 

Among the papers communicated by !Mr. Jcflerson lor 
this work, is a statement of the settlement, whi( li does not 
exactly correspond in the total amount as communicated to 
Mr. Jay. This may be accounted for, by supposing a pro- 
posed deduction in his favor, for additional expenses incur- 
red in hu prosecution of the claim at the court of Fnnce, 
to which he refers in his correspondence with Bfr* Jelflferson: 

Pnrh, July 1th, 178G. 
Amount of prize-money beloni^ing to the American part 
of the crew of the Bon homme llichard, (and to some few 
foreigners, whose names and (pialities, &c., arc inserted in 
the roll,) with the amount, also, of the prize-money belong- 
ing to the crew of the AlKailbe; receiTed at- L'Cment, by 
oraer of the Marshal de Castries, in biHs on Paris^ 

18U039 01 10 

From which deduct, viz. 

Nctt amount of my ordinary 
evpenses since I arrived in Eu* 
rope to settle the prize-oioncy 
belonging to the citizens and 
subjects of America, who serv- 
ed on bOaUd the squadron I 
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cumiiiaiided, uudu' tiie flag of 
the Upited States, at the es- 
^nse of His Most Christiaii 

Majesty, stated to His Excel- 
lency Thomas Jeffenon, Esq. 
the 4th of this month, 47,97^ i 1 0 

Paid the draft of M. le Jeunc, 
for the amount of prize-money 
due to Jacque Toal, pilot of 
tlie Alliance, 670 13 6 

Araountof prize-money paid 
M. de Blonde], Lieutenant of , 
Marines of the Pallas, as stated 
on the roll of the Bon homme 
Richard, 283 00 0 

Advances made to sundry 
penons, wliieb stand at mj cre- 
dit on the roUof theBonboainie 
Richard, 264 09 6 

Advances made by me to 
sundry persons belonging to 
the Bon homme Kicliard : these 
advances do not stand at my 
credit on the roll settled at 
L'Oiient, by M. le Jeunc, be- 
canse the commissarv bad ne- 
glectcd to send him the origi- 
nal roll from the Bureau at 
Versailles j but that commis- 
sary 1^ rectified tbat omission 
by his certificates, dated Sept. ' 
5th, 1785, and Feb. 22d, 1786, 6,.S85 00 0 

My share by the roll, as cap- 
lain of the Bon homme Ri- 
chard, ' 13,291 05 G 68,866 ly 06 



Balance nett. 



112,172 02 04 
Paul Jones. 



ParU, Jtf^ 4IA, 1786« 
tiis Excellency Thomas JKrysnsov, Esq. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to enclose lor your examination thedu- 
caments 6f my proceedings, with those of this govemmeut. 
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in the setUemeDt I have obtained ot the prize-money belong- 
iog to the officers and crews of the squadron I comntanded 
IB (he late wv in Earope, at dp^iise of Hb MoftQiris- 
tiaa Hajeity, bat under the flag of the United States. By 
tlioie documents I presume you will beconnnced that, from 
a want of sufficient knowledge of circumstances, it would 
have been ve^ difficult, if not impossible, for any other 
man, (except Dr. Franklin, who never would act in it,) to 
have gone through this business. Mr. Barclay made no 
progren in it diooeh he was charged with it by Coneress 
two years and a half before I undertook it. I coald not 
obtain an allowance in fikYor of the captors for the service 
of their prizes as prison-ships in the Tcxel, nor for the da- 
mage done to the Serapis at L'Orient, previous to her sale ; 
but I have taken care of the honor of the American tlag. — 
The American captors pay nothing towards the support of 
the Royal Hospital of InraKds ; and His Majesty has gene- 
rooaly renounced, in favor of the captors, the proportion of 
die sale of the merchant prizes, which, by the laws of the 
flag of America, he might have retained. 1 ask the favor of 
you to return me those papers, with your observations. 

I enclose, also, a note of my expenses since 1 arrived in 
Earope on this business. l¥ben l am honored with your 
aentinients on tbis subject, I will prepare copies of tbe with- 
in papers, and, I flatter myself, con^ly to your satisfaction 
witti tbe order jon haTo receiTed from tbe Board of Trea- 
sury. 

I have the honor, &c. 

Parii, Jvfy 7iA, 1786. 
His Kicellency Tbomas JBFrfiBsoN, Esq. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose and submit to your considera- 
tion the account I have stated of the prize money in my 
hands, with sundry papers that r^rd the charges. 1 can- 
not bring myself to lessen the difimnd of tbe American cap- 
tors by malang any charge either for my time or trouble. I 
lament that it nas not yet been in my power to procure for 
them advantages as solid and extensive as the merit of their 
services. I would not have undertaken this business from 
any views of private emolument that could possibly have 
resulted from it to myself, even supposing i had recovered 
or should recover a sum more coii»derable liian tbe penalty 
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of my bond, liut I was anxious to t'orcc some ill-uatured 
persons to acknowledge Ihuit, if they did not tell a wilful 
falsehood, they were mistaken when they asserted " that I 
had commanded a squadron of privateers!" And, the war 
being over, I made it my first care to shew the brave instru- 
ments of my sucqess that their rights arc as dear to me as 
my own. 

It will, I believe, be proper for mc to make oath before 
f you to the amount charged for my ordinary expenses. 1 

flatter myself that you will find no objection to the account 
as 1 have stated it, and that you arc of opinion, that after 
this settlement has been made between us, my bond ought 
to stand cancelled, as far as regards my transactions with the 
Court of France. Should any part d( the prize money re- 
main in the treasury, without being claimed, after sufficient 
time shall be elapsed, 1 beg leave to submit to you — to the 
treasury- — and to Congress, whether I have not merited by 
my conduct since I returned to Europe thaf such rcmamder 
should be disposed of in my favor ? 
• I hare the honor to be with great esteem, &ic* 

Paris, July XOth, 178C. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

After what you mentioned to me before your tavor oC this ' 
date, respecting the imperfect powers you have received 
from the Board of Treasury, I did not expect you to 
make a settlement with me that should be final for the prize 
money I have recovered. But as I have produced, and still 
offer you proofs to support the charges I have made, I 
naturally flattered myself and I still hope you will do me the • 
favor to receive and transmit them to Congress with your 
sentiments. This becomes the more necessary to me at 
present, because from what Dr. Bancroft tells me of the ap- 
plication to the Court of Denmark, it will be necessary for 
me to continue in Europe for some time longer, and to take 
I your advice on some farther steps to obtain an answer from 

that government. 

^ With respect to the balance of the prize money I have rr- 

t covered, you may if you please give an immediate order on 

W me for the amount, or f will pay it into your own hands. 

P I haye the honor, kc. 




Paris, ,dugti»t 14//t, l7B.t>« 
Hii Excellency Thomas Jefvirson, Esq. 
' Dbah Sib, 

I send you herewith the rolb of <he Bon homme Ri- 
tfaard sod Alliance, wHb copies of the other papers in 
FVench, respecting: the. prize money of the squadron I 
commanded. Tliey are numbered from 1 to 23, and I hare 
left them open for your inspection. 1 rely on the good 
eifect of your observations that will accompany tliem, with 
the papers m joar haonds, to Congress, saa mre no dovbt 
hut that my cottdnet will in cot^equence be approved. 
The second set of papers arc not yet (intshed, but will be 
ready in a few days so as to be forwarded by the next rrood 
opportunit}', with the second set of the papers in Enghsh 
now in your hands. 

I have the honor, &c. 

Compress afterward confirnicd the division of prize nK>n< y 
made by the French governuicnt, and directed the distribu- 
tion* theieof to be mM& amongst the officers ted crews of 
the Bon horome Richard and AUiancc, on which subject 
that body passed the following resolution i-^ 

In CoiroaBss, October Uth, 1787. 
Congress took into consideration the report of a com* 
mittcc consisting of Mr. Smith, Mr. Dane, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Carrington and Mr. Clarke, to whom had hocn com- 
mitted a report of the Board of Treasury, and a letter of 
the 18th of July, from Captain John Paul Jones, tog^etlier 
with a report of the committee of accounts for tiiie Marine 
department relative to the division of the prize money due 
to the <^cers and crews of the Bon hommc Richard and 
Alliance, and the charges of Captain Jones for recovering 
tbe ?anie. 

Rfsol-jcd^ That Iho quotas assii^ncd to the several ships 
which were under the command of Captain John Paul 
Jones in Europe, bjr direction of the Court of France, be 
confirmed and considered as valid, and that a distribution 
of the prize money be made amongst the crews of the said 
sbifw, separately, agreeahly to <urh quotas. 

Rcsohrfl, That tlu! monies paid hy Captain John Paul 
Jours into the hands of the Hon. Thomas Jctferson, be dis- 
tributed by the board of Treasury, as soon as may bo 
sMDOog the captors, agreeably to the divisioo made there? 
o^ under tiie direction of the Court of France. 



In virtue of the general authority given to the Chevalier 
Jones to collect all the prize-money due to American citi* 
zcns in Europe, he turned his attention to the reclamation 
from Denmark of the value of the three ships sent into 
Bei^en, in Norway. The Baron de Waltersdorff, the 
Danish minister at Paris, not retunung lu that capacity, and 
the Chevahcr hcing anxious to accomplish his object, he 
proposed, with the approbation of Mr. Jefferson, on the 
8th of Oetolier 1785, to tnmler the powm cenMnA to 
him bj CoofraM for tlmt ourpose, to hit confidentinl Snmd 
Doctor Baocroft, then in London, and solicited Mr. Jeflet^ 
ion to write to his Excellency John Adams, the AmernB 
minister near the Court of St. James, to lend his aid in en- 
forcing the demand. Mr. Adams wrote to Mr. WaltersdorlT 
on the subject, urging the justice of the claim ; but no an- 
swer was returned, that minister of Denmark having de- 
parted for the West Indies. Mr. Adams advised the Che- 
valier to apply to the new Danish minister at Paris. This 
mlnitter. was absent, at the time, at loiiie of the watHfng 
places, and Jones was inclined to proceed directly la Co- 
penhagen. To further his views, he procured, fhe 
frienduiip of Mr. Jefferson, from the Count de Vergcnnea, 
a letter oif introduction and hvor to the Baron de la House, 
French minister plenipotentiary at the Danish Coort. This 
letter is in these terms : 

VtrtaiUts, Au^. ISlA, 1786. 
The Baron De la Houze, Minister Plem- ) 
potentiary to the King of Denmark. > 
Sir, 

Mr. Paul vJones, an officer in the sea-service of the Uni- 
ted States of America, having some business and certain 
claims in Denmark, on account of prizes which he took 
during the last war, proposes going these acoovnli to 

be nU 



Copenhagen. You will be pleased, Sir, to receive diia eC> 
Acer favorably, to hear what he may wish to communic«le 
on Uie subject of his claim, and to assist him with your 
counsels and good offices in case he should want thon, dii> 

ring his stay at your residence. 

1 have the honor of being, with perfect regard, &c. 

De Vkroenncs. 

Mr. JefierK>n likewise gave the Chevalier a letter of in* 
trodnction and friendship to the Danish Envoy, Aion 
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Blome, who was expected to be in Fans again in a lew 

fftkie of Ibe priM ioit into Bergen, was estimated 
fli fte liigbett, at aboat fifty flioinaiid pounds steifing* A 

veU inibnned English insurer, to whom application had 
been made, to ascertain for what amount they had been in- 
sured, considered them to be worth from 1 G to 18 thousand 
pounds sterling each ; and the Baron de Waltersdorflf, on 
the part of his government had offered to pay ten thousand 
pounds as an UMOUificatioii ; 

Hnrtf July 2Utf 1785. 

The Honorable Paul Jones. 
Dear Sir, 

The offer of which you desire 1 would give vou the par- 
ticolaiB, wat made to me by M. le Baron de WaUeiMoiff 

in behalf of his Majesty tiie King of Denmark, by whose 
ministers he said he was authorized to make it. It was to 
give us the sum of ten thousand pounds sterling, as a com- 

rensation for having delivered up the prizes to the English, 
did not accept it, conceiving it much too small a sum, 
they haviw been Tallied to meat fi^thoiitandpounda. I 
wvole to Mr. HodgHm, an innrer in London, leqnealing 
he would NOCttie iuoimatioir of the sums insured on these 
Canada ships. His answer was, that he could find no 
traces of such insurance, and he believed none was made, 
for that the government on whose account thcj were said 
to be loaded with military stores, never insured ; but by 
dm best judgment he could make he thought they might^be 
wortl^ alHwt ibtocn or eigjhteen thoumnd pounds each. 

With great esteem, 4k. 

B. FaAVKLiv. 

In all his tranmctionf at tiiis period flie Chevalier regu- 
Jarij consulted Mr. Jefferson, and kept up a correspond* 
ence with Dr. Franklin. Jones, however, suddenly ras- 

pended his joarney to Copenhagen, and, as will be seen in 
the following letter to Mr. Jay, returned to America : 

J^erv' York, Jufy 1 6lA, 1787; 
l^is Excellency John Jat, Es^. > 
Minister of Foreign aAin. > 

Sin, 

Tlie application I made for a compensation Ibr our 

N n 
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prizes througli the Danish miDister in London not having 
succeeded, it was determined between Mr. Jeffqcson and 
myself, that the proper method to obtain satisfaction, was 
for me to go in person to the Court of Copenhagen. It 
was necessary for me to see the Baron de Blome before I 
could leave France on that business, and he being then 
absent on a tour in Switzerland did not return to Paris till 
the beginning of last winter. 1 left Paris in the spring, and 
went as far as Brussels on my way to Copenhagen, when 
an unforeseen circumstance in my private affairs, rendered 
it indispensable for me to turn about and cross the ocean. 
My private business here being already finished, I shall in 
a few days re-embark for Kuropc, in order to proceed to 
the Court of Denmark. It is my intention to go by the 
way of Paris, in order to obtain a letter to the French mi- 
nister at Copenhagen, from the Count de Montmorin, as 
the one I obtained is from the Count de Vergcnnes. It 
would be highly flattering to me if I could carry with me a 
letter from Congress to His Most Christian Majesty, thank- 
ing him for the squadron he did us the honor to support 
under our fla|. And on this occasion. Sir, permit me, with 
becoming difodence, to recal the attention of my sovereign 
to the letter of recommendation I brought witli me from 
the Court of France, dated 30th May, 1780. It would be 
pleasing to me, if that letter should be found to merit a 
place on the journals of Congress. Permit me also to in- 
treat that Congress will be pleased to read the letter I re- 
ceived from the minister of marine, when his Majesty 
deigned to bestow on me a golden hiltcd sword, emblema> 
tical of the happy alliance — an honor which his Majesty 
never conferred on any other foreign oflicer. I owed the 
high favor which I enjoyed at the Court of France, in a 
great degree, to the favorable testimony of my conduct, 
which had been communiralcd by his Majesty's ambassa- 
dor, under whose eye I acted in the most critical situation, 
in the Texel, as well as to the public opinion of Europe. 
And the letter with which I was honored by the prime 
minister of France, when I was about to return to America, 
is a clear proof that we might have drawn still greater ad- 
vantages from the generous disposition of our ally, if our 
marine had not been lost whilst I was, by perplexing cir- 
cumstances, detained in Europe, after I had giveD the 
Count dc Maurepas my plan for forming a combined squad- 
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ron of 10 or 12 sail of fripjateS", supported by the America, 
with a detarhmont of French troops on board, the Vrhole 
at the expense of his jMajcsty. 

It is certaiu that i am much flattered by receiving a gold 
sword Irom the moet illitttriout Monaicb noir ; but 
I had refused to accept his conmussion on two occasions, . 
before that time, wheo some finnness was necessary to resist 
the temptation. He was not my sovereign. I served the 
cause of freedom, and honors from my sovereign would be 
more plcasini;. Since tfie year 1775, when I displayed 
the Aniericau flag for the flrst time, with my own hands, I 
haT6 been constantijr devoted to the inlmsfB of America. 
Foreigners have perhaps given we too mnch credit, and 
this may have raised nriT i&as of my aernces above their 
real value, — hut my zeal can never be overrated. 

1 should ac t in( onsistcntly if I omitted to mention the 
dreadful situailon of our unhappy fellow-citizens in slavery 
at Algiers. Their almost hopeless fate is a deep reflection 

. on 'OUT national character in Europe. I beg leave to inia* 
ence the humanity of Congress in their behalf, and to pro- 
pose tfiat some expedient may be adopted for their redemp- 
tion. A fm»d might be raised for that purpose, by a duty 
of a shilling per month from seamens' wages throughout 

the continent, and 1 am persuaded that no diflicuity would 

be made to that requisition. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

Jones when in t ranee had transmitted information of the 
hostile designs of the Algerines against the American trade, 
in a copy of a letter from M. Soulanges, dated at Tool^n, 
the 14th of July, 1785, written to the consular authorities 
in the ports of that kingdom. Annexed is a translation of it : 

" Toulon, July 14/A, 1 785. 
M. de L^ordes, who has arrived from Algiers in the fri- 
gate Minerva, which he commands, has, on entering this 
road, given mc infornialion that that Reg«*ncy had armed 
eight vessels, xebecks and barks, witli from 1 8 to 34 guns 
each, destined to crdiae from Cape St. Vincent to ttte 
Asons, to capture Americans, against whom the^ have de- 
fdamdl war. I give you immeduite advic^of this circun- 
stence, gentlemen, as well on account of tne interest your 
place may have in the cruise of ihf^Mi vessels, as to enable 
yon to give notice of it to American captains* The Aige- 




linet have another division of Ibor feiidty but to* wamU l» 
occanon anj disturbance in our leat* * 

SOOLAVOIS.'* 

^< Thb event,'' said Jones, wrifiiig to Mr. Jeftnon, oa 
flie Slat Jalj, 1 785, " may, I betieve, aorpriae toM ef Mr 
lelloir-citiEeiis ; bot for my part I am rather sorpriie^ fhat 
it did not take place sooner. It will prodttce a gjoai ctfbct 
if it unites tiie people of America in measures consisteiit 
with their national honor and interest, and rouses them 
from that ill-iudp^ed security which the intoxicatioii of suc- 
cess has produced since the Revolution." 

Oaflie 3d of October, 1787, tbe Chevalier teea mie 
farther to Mr. Jay: 

Nm-York^ Oclo6er 1787* 
His ExceUency Jobh Jav, Esq. Bfinister) 
of Forenn Affim, New-Toric* ) 
' Sib, 

As Congress have now referred back to yoa for yoor 
port, the chief part of the letter I had the honor to address 
you the 1 8th of July last, I beg leave to observe on the lat- 
ter part of that letter, respecting the fund I wish to see esta- 
blished for the redemption of our fellow-citizens at Algiers, 
that I had also in view, at the time, a national establishment, 
on the olan of the Greenwich Hospital in England, or Ho- 
tel des Invalldes at Paiis, which wooM be efteisi §mm Ifafr 
residae of the increasing fund I have proposed. I beg you, 
therefore, Sir, to take notice of this in yonr repoit. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, youis, &c. 

On perusing the subjoined resolutions and letter to the 
King of France, a just conception will be entertained of the 
high consideration in which the CSievalier was held bv the 
United States in Congress assembled. Hiey aie ■■■"Sij^ 
to relate aR flie calonuiies circolated against htm hj iii 
enemies: 

In Congress, October 16th, 1787. 
Resolved unanimously, That a medal of gold be struck, 
and^resente^o the Uhevalier John Paul Jones, in cam- 
memoiationorthe valor and brilUaAt servient «r Ihnft «A» 
cer, in the command of a sqasidron of Aneriean and Fmmfh 
ships nnder the 4^ and commissiim of ttie UnfleA BfVtaav 



Digitized by Google 



S85 



off the coast of Great Britain, in the late war ; and that the 
Hon. Mr. Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at the court of Versailles, have the same executed, 
with the proper devices. 

Resolved, That a letter be written to His Most Christian 
Majesty, infonnine him, that the United States in Congress 
iiicmb lfid, hare bestowed upon the Chevalier John Paul 
Jones this medal, as well in coneideration of the distinguish* 
ed marks of approbation which His Majesfy has been plea- 
sed to confer upon that officer, as from a sense of his merit : 
and that, as it is his earnest desire to acquire greater know- 
ledge in his profession, it would be acceptable to Congress, 
that His Majesty would be pleased to permit him to embark 
with his fleets of evolutiou, convinced that he can no where 
else so well acquire th^ knowledge which majr hereafter 
mier hill more ezteosively mefol. 
^ Ordtndf Thai ttie Secretary ibr Foreign Aflairs prc^Mure 
eTletter for the above purpose, to be signed by the Presi- 
dent; MidttieldieChevaher Jones be the bearer of the said 
letter. 

lit CoHGRKSS, October 16tb, 1787. 
* The Secretaiy Ibr FordgnAflbiri reports: 

That, agreeably to the order of the i6th, he hath prepar* 
ed the following letter to His Most Christian Majesty, which, 
having been duly siened and coontersignedy was delivered 
to the Chevalier John Paul Jones: 

Great and Beloved Fribwo, 

We, the United States in Congress assembled, in consi* 
deration of the distinguished marks of approbation with 
which your Majesty has been pleased to honor the Cheva- 
lier John Paul Jones, as well as from a sense of his merit, 
have unanimously directed a medal of gold to be struck and 
presented to him, in commemoration of his.valor and bril- 
liant services, wlule commanding a squadron of French and 
Aneikan alupe onder oar flag and commission, off the coast 
of Great Briteuif ki the iate war. « 

As it is his earnest desire to-acqnire greater knowledge in 
his profession, we cannot fofbear requesting of your Majesty 
to permit him to embark in your fleets of evolution, where 
onnr it will be probably in his power to acquire that degree 
of knowledge which may hereafter render him more exten- 
sively useful. . 
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Permit us to repeat to your Majesty our sincere assuran- 
ces, that the various and iniportant benefits for which we 
are indebted to your friendship will never cease to interest 
us in whatever may concern the happineiB of yoor Majesty, 
your family, and people* 

We pray God to keep you, oar great ^and belored fikndy 
under bis holy protection. 

Done at the city of N6w-York, the ICth day of Octo- 
ber, in the year of our Lord. 1 787, and of our sove- 
reignty and independence, the 1 2th. 

In Congress, October 25tfa, 1787* 

Resolved, That the minister of the United States, at the 
Court of Versailles he and he hereby is authorised abd 
instructed, to represent to His Danish Majesty, that the 
United States continue to be very sensibly afliscted by 
the circumstance of His Majesty having Caused a number of 
their prizes to be delivered to Ureat Britain duriag fke kte 
war, and the more so, as do part of their conduct had for- 
feited their claim to those rights of hospitality which civi- 
lized nations extend to each other. That not only a sense 
of the justice due to the individuals interested in those pri- 
zes, but also an earnest desire, that no subject of discontent 
ma^ check the cultivation and progress of that friendship 
which they wish may subsist and increase betweeo (be two 
countries, prom|)t the United States to remind His Majesty 
of the transaction in question ; and they flatter themselves that 
His Majesty will concur with them in thinking, that, as resti- 
tution of the prizes is not practicable, it is reasonable and 
just that he should render, and that they should accept a 
compensation equivalent to the value of them : 

Tdat the laid minister be authorized and instmcted to 
settle and conclude the demand of the United States againrt 
His Danish Majesty, on account of the prizes aforesaid, hj 
such composition and on such terms as may be the best in hn 
power to obtain ; and that he be directed to retain in his 
hands all the money so recovered till the further order of 
Congress : 

That the said minister be, and he is hereby' auttmrizedy in 
case he shall think it proper, to despatch the Chevalier 
John Paul Jones, or any omer agent, to liie Court of Den- 
mark, with such powers and instructions relative to the 
above-mentioned negotiation as, in his judgment, may be 
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most conducive to the successful issue thereol ; provided, that 
the ultimate cooclusion ot' the business be oot made by the 
agent without the pievious approbatioii of the taid minister : 
That the penon teiployed ahtll, for hb ageacy io the 

business aforesaid, be allowed 5 per cent, for all eipenaes 

and demands whatever, on that account. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury transmit to the* 
Minister of the United States at the Court of V ersailles all 
the necessary documents relative to the prizes delivered up 
by Deiimai^. 

Iv CoxGREss, October 26th, 1787. 
Orderedj That tlie Secretary of Congress inform- the 
Chevalier John Paul Jones that the hottneas rebtiTe to the 
prisei taken daring the late war, and sent to Denmark, ia 

put under the management of the Hon. Thomas Jeflerson 

Minister of Ihc United States at the Lourt of Versailles, and 
that he furnish Mr. Jones with a copy of such part of the 
Resolution as respects the appointment of an agent by Mr. 
Jefferson, relative to the said prizes. 

Chevalier. loncs. in embarking; again for Europe, evidently 
had some dread of faUing into the power of the British. 
From what this apprehension proceeded is uncertain \ who- 
fherfrom incidenta In lua life prior to faia enteriiMr the Affie* 
ncan aenrice, or from the injury he had inflictecTon Britiah 
Slllgecta diiring the Revolutionary war. It could har^ 
have been the latter ; for honored and protected as he was, 
by both America and France, it is not likely he would have 
apprehended molestation or capture for having participated 
in the war of tiie Revolution. Whatever ue ground of 
bis fean may have been, it ia certain that he entertained 
them : for writing to Mr. Jefferson from New- York, on the 
34th of October, 1787, he said, 1 should have sharked 
in the packet that will sail for Havre to-morrow morning; 
but an account having arrived here that the Knglish fleet is 
out, and was seen steering to the westward, and that a British 
squadron is cruising in the North Sea, has induced me, with 
tlie advice of my frienda,* to postpone my embarication till 
the next opportunity, an American ahip, abont the beginniiig 
of next month." 

The Chevalier reached Paris in December, 1 787, when he 
sent to Mr. Jefferson the annexed pri\ate note. What his 
"strong reasons" fur temporary seclusion were, do not 
appear :— 



^Pri-date.) Hotel de Beauvais rue det vitux AuguHinU' 

His Cxcelleocy Thomas Jeffersok, Eluq. 

Sir, Parity December 12*, 1787. 

I am just arriyed here from England. I left New-Tork the 
1 1th of November, and have brought public despatches and a 
number of private letters for you. 1 would have vraited oo you 
immediately, instead of ivritiog, but I have several xtrong re<uon« 
for desiring that no person should know of my being here till I 
have seen you, and been favored with^our advice on the steps 
I ought to pursue. 1 have a letter from Congress for the King, 
and perhaps you will think it adviseable not to present it at this 
moment. 1 shall not go out, till 1 hear from, or see you. — And, 
as the people in this hotel do not know my name, you will please 
to ask for the gentleman just arrived, who is lodged in No.<I. 

I am with great esteem and respect, iic. 

When Jones was in Europe in 1 783, he was, by a letter 
from Dr. Franklin, of the 17th of December of that year, 
authorized and directed to solicit justice from the Court of 
Denmark, in relation to the prizes sent into Bergen, and 
restored to the British. As far back as the 22d of Decem- 
ber 1779, Dr. Franklin had addressed a memorial to the 
prime minister of Denmark on the same subject. That pa* 
per is so characteristic of the philosophical turn of mind of 
our illustrious countryman, that it is offered to the perusal 
of the reader : 

Memorial sent to the Prime Minister of Denmark^ by B. Franklin^ 
Minister of the United States of America at Paris^ respecting 
the prizei given up by Denmark to the English. 

Passyy near Paris^ December 2^, 1779. 

Sir, 

I have received letters from M. de Chezaulx, Consul of France 
at Bergen in Norway, acquainting me that two ships, viz. the 
Betsy and the Union, prizes taken from the English on their 
coasts by Captain Landais, commander of the Alliance frigate, 
appertaining to the United States of North America ; which 
prizes having met with bad weather at sea, that had damaged 
their rigging, and occasioned leaks, and being weakly manned, 
had taken shelter in the supposed neutral port of Bergen, in 
order to repair their damages, procure an additional number of 
sailors, and the necessary refreshments ; that they were in the 
said port enjoying as they conceived the common rights of hos- 
pitafity established and practised by civilized nations, under the 
care of the above said consul, when on the 28lh of October 
last, the said ships with their cargoes and papers, were suddenly 
seized by the officers of His Majesty the King of Denmark, to 
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whom the said port belongs, the American officers and seamen 
turned out of their posseMion, and the whole delirer«d (o the 

SL de Chesaalz hat alio lent dm thefellowiog as • tnmlatioD 
«f lus Majesty's order»by which th« abor€ proMedingi an §aid 

to be authorized, viz. : 

"Tla- Entjlish minister havitii; insisted on the restitution of the 
two vessels captured bv the American frigate the AlUance, Cap- 
tiio liUndaM, md wUcli have been brought into Bei|;heD, ▼12., 
the fttey of LiTerpool, and the Union of London, & Majaa^ 
has granted the demand, on the ground that he has nolyetracoc* 
nisod the independence of the colonies associated against Eng> 
land, sod because the vessels could not be considered as good 
and lawful prizes, the two said vessels are therefore declared 
free, and hate ttbertj to depart knoiedKatelj with tlieir caigoea/* 
By a subsequent letter froni the same consul I am informed 
that a third priz«' ho longing lo thv saul United States, viz.. the 
Charming Polly, which arrived at Bei^n ailter the others, had 
alio been seised and delivered up in the same manner, and that 
all tte people of tiie three vessels being thus stript of their 
property, (for every one of tlu rn had an interest in the prixes,) 
were turnetl on shore to shitl lor thrrnsplves, without money, in 
a strange place, no provision bemg made lor their subsiFtcnce, 
or for sending them baak to their country. Permit me. Sir, to 
ofaacnre on tlus occasion, that the United Stales of AnMtica have 
no war but with the English. They hare never done any injury 
to other nations, particularly none to the Danish nation ; on the 
contrary, they are in some degree its benefactors, as they have 
opened a trade of which the English made a monopoly, and of 
which the Danes may now hare their share, and by dividing the 
British empire have made it less dangerous to its neighbors. 
They conceived that every nation whom they had not ofTended, 
was by the rights of humanity their friend ; .they confided in the 
hospitality of Denmark, and thought themselves and their pro- 
perty saie when «nder the roof of his Danish Majesty. But 
ibey (tml themselves stript of that property, and the same given 
up to their enemies, on the principle only, that no acknowledge- 
ment had yet been f«)rmally made by Denmark, of the independ- 
ence of the United States, whiclT is to say, that there is no obli- 
gation of justice towards any nation, with whom e treaty |mnu^ 
eifig the same has not been prerioaBly made. This was mdeed 
the doctrine of ancient barbarians ; a doctrine long since explo- 
;le<l, and uhirh it would not be for the honor of the present age 
o revive j and it is hoped that Denmark will not by supporting 
ind persiitingni thisdeciaioiiobCained'of his Majesty apparently 

Oo 
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by surprise, be the tirst modern nation that shall attempt to re. 
vive it.* 

The United States oppressed by, and in war with one of the 
most powerful nations of Europe, may well be supposed incapa- 
ble in their present infant state, of exacting justice from other 
nations not disposed to gr:mt it ; but it is in himian nature that 
injuries as well as benefits received in times of weakness and 
distress, national as well as personal, make deep and lasting im- 
pressions ; and those ministers are wise, who look into futurity, 
and quench the first sparks of misunderstanding between two 
nations, which, neglected may in time grow into a flame, all the 
consequence whereof, no human prudence can foresee, which 
may produce much mischief to both, and cannot possibly produce 
any good to either. 

I beg leave through your Excellency, to submit these con- 
siderations to the wisdom and ju«itice of his Danish Majesty, 
whom I infinitely respect, and who I hope will consider and re- 
peal the order above recited, and that if the prizes which f 
hereby rechiim in behalf of the United States of America, are 
not actually gone to England, they may be stopt and redelivered 
to M. de Chezaulx the said consul of France at Bergen, in whose 
care they before were, with liberty to depart for America, when 
the season shall permit. But if they shall be already gone to 
England, I must then reclaim from his Majesty's equity the value 
of the said three prizes, which is estimated at 50,000/. sterling, 
but which may be regulated by the best information that can by 
any means be obtained. 

I am, with the greatest respect, kc. 

B. Franklin, Minister Plen. 

The Chevalier now received a regular appointment from 
Mr. Jeffcrgon ; who, it is believed, drew up a memorial 
which Jones carried with hini. Among the papers fur- 
nished to the author by Mr. Jefferson is a memorandum, 
in the handwriting of Mr. Jeflerson, of references to par- 
ticuler passages of the works of Grotius and other eminent 
writers on the law of nations, intended for tlie Chevalier's 

* Lea Aneiens (saya Vattcl in his excellent treatise entitletl le droit del 
gens,) ne'se era joient tenus a rien envcrs Ics pcuples qui iie leurs etnient 
unis par un traits d'amite enfin la voix de la nature se fit entendre aux pea- 
pies civilis^ ; ils recouuurent que tous les hommea etoient frere;'.'" An io- 
justice of the same kind done a century or two since by some English in 
the East Indies, Grotius tells us, " ne manqaoit pas de partisans, qui soate- 
noient que par le anciennes loix d'Angleterre un ne punissoit point en ce 
Royaume les outrages commis contre, les etrangers quand il n'y nroit point 
d'AUiance, contracted avec eux." But this principle he condemns m the 
longest tcrau. Hist, des troubles dcs Pays b8?, livre .XV'I, 
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use, vs heii lie should arrive at Copeohagcu* This couuuisT 

sion ran thus : 

To John Paul Jones, Esq., Commodore in the service of the 

United States of America. 

The United States of America in Congress assembled, 
having thought proper by their resolve of the 25th of October 
1787, to an&orize ami mstraet me finally to tetde aod conclude 

all demands of the United States, against His Majesty the King 
of Donrnark, on account of the prizes delivered to Great Britain 
diirmg the late war ; — and to despatch yourself, or yny other 
agent, to the Court of Denmark, with such powrn^, and instnir- 
tions relative thereto, as I might think proper, provided the ulti- 
mate conclusion of the bosinest be not made by'the said agent, 
without my previous approbation, I hereby authorize yon to pro- 
ceed to the Court of Denmark, for the purpose of making the 
necessary representations on the subject, and for conferring 
thereon with such persons, as shall be appointed on that behalf 
by the said Court, and for agreeing providioually on the urrange- 
meiit to be taken, tranamitting the same to me at Paris, for final , 
approbation. 

Given under my hand and seal at Paris, this 24th day of Janu- 
ary in the year of our Lord 1788, and of the independence of 
the United States of America, tlie iwelAh. 

Th. Jefpeksox. 

The Chevalier proceeded OD his mission. His health, it 
86ems, had suffered on the way to his destination, probably 
from the severity of the weather. From the capital of Den- 
mark, where he was treated with tlie most distinguished 
marks of regard, he wrote to Mr. Jefferson as follows : 

Copenhugeny March iUh, 1788. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sib, 

I have been so nra^ch indisposed since my arrival here, the 

"ith, from the fatigue and excessive cold I suffered on the road, 
that I have been obliged to contine myself almost constantly to 
my chamber. I have kept rny bed for several days ; but I now 
feel myself better, and hope the danger is over. On my arri- 
val, i paid my respects to the mioister of France j he received 
me with great kindness. We went five days ago to the minister 
> of foreign aflairs, I was much flattered with my reception, and 
our conversation was long and very particular respedtii^ Ame- 
rirn and the new constitution, of which 1 presented n copy ; he 
observed, that it had struck him as a very dangerous power to 
make the President commander in cliief ; in other respects, it 
appeared to please him much, as leading to a near and sure 
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(miy of commorce between America and Denmark ; it was a 
day of public business, and I could not do more than pr^eat 
your letter. 1 shall follow the business closely. Id a few dajf, 
when I am re-establisheU lu health, I am to be presented to the 
whok conrtt and to sup with tbe Kiog. 1 shall after that be 
nreseotad to all the corps diplomatic, and other persons of die* 
tiDction here : I am infinitely indebted to the alteotions 1 racei* 
red from the minister of Franco. I made the inquiry you de- 
sired in Holland, anil should then have written to you in conse- 

Suence, had I not been assured by authority (M. VanStaphorst,) 
^at I could not doubt, that letters had been sent ^oo on the ai^ 
ject, that could not fail of giving you satiafiiftioni Mr. Vsb 
Stapborst was very obliging. 

At Hamburg I ordered the smoked beef you desired to be 
sent to you, to the care of the American agent at Havre de 
Grace : you have nothing to do but receive it, payu^ whdi 
little charges may be on it. 

My ill health and (atigae on the road, hindered me fron nte- 
pariog the extract of the engegement When you see Mr.Lit- 
tie Page, I pray you to present my kind coinpliinents. It is 
said here, that the Empress conlides the command of her fleet, 
that will pass the Sound, to Admiral Greg ; and that he means 
to call at an English port to take provisions, &c. The Ham* 
bai^ papers, 1 am told, have announced the death of Dr. Frank- 
lin ; 1 shall be extremely concerned if the acconnt provet tiue ^^ 
God forbid ! The departure of the post obliges me to con- 
dnde. I aas» with a deep sense of yo«r kind attachinent. 

On ihe 18th of tlie same month, he again wrote to tfat 
American imnister at Paris : 

Copenhagen, Mank 18l&» 178a. 

His Excellency Thomas JfirFicasoif, £8q. 
Sir, 

Yesterday His Excellency the Baron de la Honne, Hioiilir 
PlempotentMiy of France at this couH, did am the honor to 
present me pobliely to His Majesty, the royal family* md 
chief persons^es at the royal palace here. I had a Tery po- 
lite and distinj^ishcd reception. The Queen Dowager conver- 
sed with me lor bome time, and said the most civil things. Her 
Majesty has a dupiity of peraon and deportment which becomes 
her WW, and wmch she has the secret to reconcile with giwc 
affid>ility and ease. The Princess Royal is a charming penso, 
And the graces are so much her own, that it is impossible to see 
fmd cQorerse with her, withoot paying to her that hooMge 
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which artless beauty and good nature will ever command. Afl 
the roynl family spoke to me except the Kinf^, who speaks to 
no person wb^o presented. His Majesty saluted me with great 
complaisance at firat, and often aAtTwanl mwm met in tbe 
eofifie of Hm evening. The Priace iUjral b gMetljr bcl^red, 
md emtreniely aAihle : he asked me a number of pertiacnt 
qoettioas respecting America, i had the honor to be invited to 
sop with His Majesty and the royal family. The compwjy at 
table consisting of 8evL>nty Indies and gentlemen, incliidlllgf the 
foyal family, the ministers of state, foreign ambuisadors, 6lc* 
was wty brilliaBt The death of Dr. FraaUiii aaeoM t»h« 
ceneraily behered. fitery peisoB I hme spohen witfi at covt, 
faments die event, aa a misfortune to honsan natnre. I have had 
a second conference with the minister of foreign affairs, but 
nothing is yet done ; I will press him to conclude, i am so con- 
tinually feasted, and have so many visits to pay and receive, that 
I have scarcely a moment to call my own ; and the departure 
of the post does not now afbid me the tioM nec ei s ai y to>com<- 
pare the whole of my last. I hare raeeiTed no ktler whatever 
smee I came here. 

1 am» with great esteem and respectf Sir, yonis, ke* 

CopmJmgm, March 1788. 
His EioeUency Thomas JnmBsoir, Esq. 
S»« 

I embrace the orcasion of a young gentleman just arrived 
here express from St. Petersburg, and who sets out immediately 
express for Paris, to transmit you the foregoing copy of ray last 
of the 18th. I have written to Norway, and expect a satufac- 
tory answer. The mhiister of France is surnfiaed to hsve had 
no objeet from Versailles respeethag me. 1 my yon, and ao 
does ho, to push that point immediately. The minislar of 
foreign affairs will receive me on Saturday. Please to present 
my kind compliments to Mr. Little Page. If there is any thip^ 
new from that quarter, you will no doubt communicate it. 

I am, sincerely, yours, &c. 

Copenhagen, Mar€h.26ih, 1788. 
His Excellency Thomas Jayrxiisoa, Esq. 
Sir, 

I propose to send the present, under cover, to Messieurs Ni- 
cholas rad Jacob Van Sbiphoisl of Amsterdam ; presoming yon 
may be there by the time they will receive it. If you are not 

sirrived, or fully expected to arrive there in a day or twn» they 
will be requested to forward you my letter. My mission here 
is not yet at an end, but the minister has promised to determine 
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soon, and I have wrote to claim that promise. Before you can 
receive this, Monsieur de Semolin will have informed you, that 
your proposal to him, and his application on that idea, Lave 
been well received. The matter is communicated to me here, 
in the most flattering expressions, by a letter I have received 
from Hid Excelli ncy the Baron de Krudener. There seems, 
however, to remain some difficulty respecting the letter of Mon- 
sie urJte SemolinV proposal, though it is accepted, in iubstancey 
wjLipP^appeanuice of great satisfaction. I tind myself ander 
the necessity of netting out for St. Petersburg through Sweden, 
in a few days, instead of returning first, as was my wish and 
intention, to Paris. I hope in the mean time to receive a satis- 
factory answer, which I shall duly communicate to you. Your 
future letters for me, you will please to send under cover, to 
the minister of France at Petersburg, or rather deliver them 
to Monsieur de Semolin, to whom 1 tender my sincere and re- 
* spectful thauks for his good offices, which I shall ever remem- 
ber with pleasure and gratitude, and which 1 shall always be 
ambitious to merit. I esteem myself also much indebted to 
Mr. Little Page, and hope I may one day convince him how 
sensible 1 am of his friendly behavior. I say nothing at present 
of your attachment, but my feelings do you justice. 

I am, with unbounded esteem and sincere regard, kc. 

Jones did not remain long at Copenhagen, but whilst 
there he pressed the business entrusted to him with his usual 
ardor. The Danish Court, either from a fear of offending 
Great Britain, or a desire to procrastinate, pleaded a waut 
of full powers in the Chevalier to treat, and transferred the 
negotiation to Paris, as will be seen in the subjoined correa- 
pondence with Count Bcrnstorff. Jones was impatient to 
go to Russia, whose sovereign, the celebrated Catharine 
II., had invited him thither by the most flattering promises 
of patronage. It was Mr. JelTerson who originally pro- 
jected for the Chevalier this adventure, which so admirably 
accorded with his chivalric disposition. 

Copenhagen, March 24th, 1788. 
His Excellency M. le Comte de Bernstorff, Knight of ^ 
the order of the Elephant, Secretary of State for Fo- > 
reign Affiiirs, &c., Copenhagen. } 
Sir, 

From the act of Congress, (the act by which I am honored 
with n gold medal,) I ha<l the honor to shew your Excellency 
the 21st of this month, as well as from the conversation that 
followed, you must be convinced that circumstances do not per- 
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init me to remain here ; but that I am muler a necessity, either 
to retoni to Ftaoee, or proceed to Rimnu As tiM nnister of 
the United Stales, at Paris, gave me the pcnual of die poeM 

he wrote by me, and which I had the honor to present to you 
on my arrival here, it is needless to go into any detail on the 
object of my mission to this court, which Mr. Jefferson has 
parlicnlarlj eiplained. The proouse joa have given tue of a 
prompt and explicit decision from this court, on tihe 4M:t of Con- 
gress of the 25th of October last, inspires me with full confi- 
dence. 1 have been very particular in roininunicating to the 
United States, all the polite attentions wuii which 1 have been 
honored at this court ; and they wiU learn with great pleasure 
the kind reception I bad from yon. I felicitate myself on being 
the instrument to settle the delicate national business in queS" 
tion, with a minister who conciliates the views of the wise states- 
man, with the noble sentiments and cultivated mind of the true 
philosopher and man of letters. 

I haive the honor to be, with great respect, yours. Ice. 

Copenhagen, March 30l/i, 1788. 
His Excellency M. le Comte de Bcrnstorff. 
Sir, 

Your silence on the subject of my nussicMi from the United 

States to this court, leaves me in the most painful suspense ; 
the more so as 1 have made your Fxcellency acquainted with 
the promise 1 am under, to proceed as aoon as possible to St. 
Petersboiig. This being the ninth year since the three prines 
reclaimed by the United States, were seized upon in the port 
of Bergen, in Norway, it is to be presumed, that this court has 
long since, taken an ultimate resolution respecting the compen- 
sation demanded by Congress. Though 1 am extremely sensi- 
ble of the frivorabfe reception with which I bare been distin- 
gnished at this court, and am particularly flattered by the polite 
attentions with which you have honored me at every confe- 
rence, yet I have remarked, with great concern, that you have 
never led the conversation to the object of my mission here. 
A man of your liberal sentiments will not, therefore, be surpri- 
sed or offended at my phiin dealing, when 1 repeal that I impa- 
tiently expect a prompt and categorical answer, in writing, fromi 
this court, to the act of Congress of the 25th of October last. 
Both my duty and the circumstances of my situation, constrain 
me to make this demand, in the name of my sovereign the Uni- 
ted States of America ; bnt 1 beseech yon to beliere, that tbongli 
I am extremely tenacious of the honor of the ^nencan fli^, 
yet my personal interest in the decision T now ask, would never 
liaTe induced me to present myself to this court. You are too 
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jasl, bir, to delay my business here ; which would put me un- 
der the Mecsstty to hnak the pronM I have made t» Hot 
tepariai Miyesty, coofennihift to jrour adnee. 

1 IwretiM hiMwrtobe, wilh gvtal ftapcet, Ik. 

The CheTsfier Pavl Jovu, ComoMuider io Chief of i 
the squadfOB of the United States of America* { 
Sia, 

You have requested of me an answer to the letter you did 
me the honor to remit to me from Mr Jefferson, oiinisler pl'^m- 
potentiary of the United States of America, near His Most 
Cbristiau Majesty. 1 do it with so much more pleasure, as you 
have iupirea me with as much interest as confidence, and this 
occasion appears to me fiiTorablc to make known tbeaenCinienti 
of the Kmg my master, on the objects to which we attach so 
much importance. Nothing can be further from the plan's and 
the wishes of His Majesty, than to let fall a negotiati'^n, which 
has only been suspended in consequence of circumstances ari- 
sing from the necessity of maturing a new sitaatioo, so as to 
enlighten himself on their reciprocal interests, and to afoid the 
inconreoience of a precipitate and impeHect arrangemcDt. I 
am authorized, Sir, to ^ive you, and through you to Mr. Jeffer^ 
son, the word of the King, that His Majesty will renew the ne- 
gotiation for a treaty of amity and commerce in the form? al- 
ready agreed upon, at the instant that the new constitution (this 
adsMrable plan, so worthy of the wisdom of the most enl4;hc- 
coed men) will ha^e been adopted by the States, to wjSch 
nothing more was wanted to assure to itself a perfect considera- 
tion. If it has not been possible, Sir, to discuss definitively 
with you, neither the principal object nor its accc^ssarie?, the 
idea of eluding the question, or of retarding the decision, had 
not the least part in it. I have already had the honor to ex- 
press to yon, in onr conversations, that yonr want of pieaapo- 
tentiary powers from Congress, was a natural and inrinciUe 
ol^tacle. It would be, likewise, contrary to the established 
custom, to change the seat of nesjijtiation, which ha* not been 
broken off, but only suspended, thereby to transfer it from Fans 
to Copenhagen. 

I hare oiJy one more faTor to ask of you, Sir, that you wodd 
the interpreter of our sentiments in rq|;ard to the United 
States. It would be a source of gratification to me to think that 
what I hare said to you on this subject, carries with it that con- 
viction of the truth which it merits. We desire to form with 
them connexions solid, useful, and essential ; we wish to esti- 
blish them on bases natural and immovable. The momentary 
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clouds — the incertitudes which the misfortunes of tlve tiin^a 
bfougiU with them, exist no longer. We should no longer recol- 
' led it, but to feel in a more lively manner, the happineii of a 
iBore fortunate period ; and abow ourselves more eager to 
proTethe dispositions most proper to effect a union, and to pro> 
cure reciprocally the advantages which a sincere aUiance can 
afford, and of which the two countries are susceptible. These 
are the senCbnaiila which 1 can promise you. Sir, en oar part, 
and we flatter ouradres to find them lilcewiae in America ; no- 
thiiigthen can retard the conclusion of an arrai^emeiit,' wliich 
I am happy to see so far advanced. 

. Permit me* to repeat to you. Sir, again, the assurances of the 
perfect and diatingiiisbed consideration with which I have thtt 
honor to be, &c. BanHaTowrr. 

CopeiAagtn^ April 1788. 
His Excellency M. le Comte nn BaBasTonrr, Ik. 

Sir, 

I pray your Excellency to inform me when 1 can have the 
honor to wait on^ou, to receive the letter you have been kind 
enoogjh to promise to write me in answer to the Act of Con* 
grass of the 25th of October last. As yon have told me that 
ray want of plenipotentiary powers to terminate, vltimately, the 
business now on the carpet between this Court and the United 
States has determined you to authorize the Baron de Blome 
to negotiate and aetde the same with Mr. Jefferson at Paris, 
and to conclude at the same time an advantageous treaty of 
commerce between Denmark and the United States ; my busi- 
ness here will of course be at an end when I shall have receiv- 
ed your letter, and paid j^ou my thanks in person for the Tory 
peine attentions with which yon have honored me. 

I am» inth great respect, Le. 

Cepekhagen, April Qth, 1788. 
Uia Eicellencj Tnoiua JBrpansoii* Esq. 

Sir, 

By my letters to the Count de Bernstorff, and his Excellency's 
answer, you see that my business here is at an end. If I have 
not finally concluded the object of my mission, it is neither yonr 
finit nor mine : the powers I recei?ed are fennd insoffictentt 
and you coald not act otherwise than was prescribed in yoar 
instructions. Thus it frequently happens, that good opportuni- 
ties are lost when the supreme power does not place a sufli- 
cient confidence in the distant operations of public officers, 
^Hiether civil or military. I have, however, tne mdancholy 
M^Mtttion to reflect, that I have been received and treated here 
witk m distinction far above the pretensiooR of my poUic mis- 



sioli ; anil 1 fVliritate inyselF sincerely, on being, at my own ex- 
pense, (and even at the peril of my life, for my safferings, from 
the inclemencj of the weather, and my want of proper means 
to guard agalmtitwi th» ywmifty,irete tne ij WM iDl g ; ndlW 
lieve. Awn what I yet feel, will contmue to afcet iny coiMKIoiif) 
the instrament to renew the negotiation between this country and 
the United State? : the more so, as the honor is now reserved 
for you to display your threat abilities and integrity by the com- 
pletion and improvement of what Dr. Franklin had wisely be- 
gun. I have done then, what perhaps no other person wodd 
hmre nndertaken ondertlie same eircanMtaneea ; and while I 
have the consolation to hope that the United States w9l teive 
solid advantages from my journey and efforts here, I rest per- 
fectly satisfied, that the interests of the brave men 1 commanded 
will erperience in you parental attention, and that the American 
flag can lose none of its lustre, but the contrary, while lU honor 
is confided to yoa. America being a young natioii with m 
creaahig conmeice, wUeh will natnrally pndnce m navy, I % 
please myself with the hope, that in the treily JfOii are about to 
conclude with Denmark, you will find it easy and highly advan- 
tageous to include certain articles for admittii^ America into 
the armed neutrality. I persuade myself before-hand, that this 
would aflbrd pleasure to the Empress of Russia, who is at the 
bead of that nolte and hniniiiecoinbinationt and nslitaltnew 
set out immediately for 8t Petenbuf, I will aenlion tihn iiw 
• to her Imperial Majesty, and let yon knoiw her nnaiMr* 

If Congress should think 1 deserve the promotion thai was 
proposed when I was last in America, and should condescend to 
confer on me the grade of rear-admiral, from the day I took the 
Serapis, (23d of Sept. 1779) 1 am persuaded it would be very 
i^gimMUe to the Empreas, who now deigpistooffBr me an e^pm 
rank in her service, althoagh I never yet bed the honor to draw 
my sword in her caoie, nor to do any Other act that cooM di< 
rectly merit her imperial benevolence. While I ecpre??, in 
tlie warm effusion of a grateful heart, the deep sense I feel of 
my eternal obligation to you, as the author of the honorable 
prospect that is now before me, I must rely on your friendship 
to Justify to the United States the important step I *ow tikt, 
conformable to your advice. You know I had no idea of Ail 
new fortune when I found that you had put it in train, befers 
my last return to Paris from America. 1 have not forsaken a 
country, that has had many disinterested and difficult proofs of 
mv steady affection ; and I can never renounce the glorious titie 
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l4ca U indepeodent, w io perfect peace, has nu pnUlfi empioj- 
awatiirmjBwlitary takiilt; MwlgrilMMridleiwttm ftcondnet 
wMi I mimUI liitlier hope, woold neet with geBeral aiipraba- 
Hoilf In the latter part of the year 178t Congress passed an act 

Army embaricRtion in the fleet of hif most Christinn Majesty ; 
and when, a few months ago, I left America to return to Europe^ 
I was made the bearer of a letter to his most Christian Majesty, 
reijuefitmg me to be permitted to embark in the, fleets of evolu- 
tioB. Why did Congress past Urate actt ? To ftdKlate my 
i i yt o y g ttent in the wt of coDdecting fleets and miUtaiy ope* 
raboiis. I am then, confonaiof mjself to the view^ of Con- 
gress ; but the roll allotted me, is infinit<'ly more high and diQr 
cult than Congress intended. Instead of receiving lessons from 
able masters, in the theory of war, 1 am called to immediate 
mracttce ; where I must command in chief, conduct the neat 
oiflkciilt operaCiont, he my own pteceplor, and inttrnct otheio. 
Congress will allow me some merit in daring to encounter such 
multiplied difhculties. The mark I mentioned of the approba* 
tion of that honorable body, would lie extremely flattering to me 
in the career I am now to pursue, and would stimulate all my 
ambition to acquire the necessary talents, to merit that and even 
grefller Afort, at a liitore diqr* I pray yoa, Sir,to explain the 
ciiciiaiifamoet of my situation, and be the iaterpreter of my 
tentimenti to the United States in Congress. I ask for nothing ; 
and beg leave to be understood only as having hinted, what Is 
natural to conceive, that the mark of approbation 1 mentioned, 
could not fail to be infinitely serviceable to views and toc- 
cett in the country where I am going. 

The Prince Royal tent me a metteager, requesting me to 
come to his apartment. His Royal Highness said a great nmy 
Ciril things to me, told me the King thanked me for my attentiim' 
and civil behaviour to the Danish flag, while I commanded in 
the European seas ; and that His Majesty wished for occasions 
to teetiiV to me his personal esteem, Lc. 1 was alone with the 
Prbce half an hoar. I am with perfect etteem, kc, 

la 1738 the Russians were at war with the Turks, and, 
wanting naval talent, sought and procured it, wherever it 
was to be found. Among others, it is not surprising that 
Jones should have attracted the notice of so enlightened a 
rater as Catharine* He went to St* Petmbofg; and no 
longer opposing the withes of the Empreat, attaduMl himself 
to fier serrioet oiider this single conditioat that ha should 
Qefor he condemned unheand*'^ So eipeditious was be in 
htt niofements, that we find him, in the month of June 1 78P, 
writing * letter frdmao board a Russian maii-of«wajr,on the 
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yjmaii sea, to Oie Marquis de la Fayette. It contains an 
account of his passage through Sweden to St. P«tenbiiis» 
and of his reception by the Empress: 

On hoard Ae teeriai tfttp Wolodimer, at anchor tn the 
Immhi, before Oczacoff, June 16-26, 1788. 

Monsieur le Marquis de la Fayette, Major General el ) 
Chevalier du plusieurs Ordres, a son Hotel a Paris. J 

My Dear General, and dear Friend, 
The kmd letter you did me the honor to write me, the tfMh 
ef April, was delivered to me it St. Elizabeth, on my way here 
liom St. Petersburg. It was very flattering for me to receive 
Ruch a letter from a man whom I so much love and respect asl 
do, and have long done the Marquis de la Fayette. To« wffl 
yonnelf do jnitiee to my seuibiUty Ibr all your good offices and 
good intentions, so I need only say, f shall always be ambitio j* to 
merit the flattering compliment with which you honor me by 
•alMcribing yourself my " sincere friend.** 

1 must tell you that Mr. Elliot, (the same who fOehed Dr. 
Lee*fl papers at Berlin,) was finions when he found my hnsmeea 
at Copouu^en ; and that I was received with great diStiDCtioa 
■t court, and in all the best societies in Denmark. Every time I 
was invited to sup with the King, Elliot made an apology ; he 
shut himself up for more than a month, and then left town. This 
occasioned much laughter ; and as he had shunned soisiely fronn 
the time of my arrival, people said he had gone ofl* io a fright ! 
I hope Mr. Jefferson is satisfied with the train in which hieft 
the Danish business. It would have been impo^^ible for me to 
have poshed it any farther, as I bad not full powers to conclude 
it finally. 

1 went tfami^ Sweden to St Petersburg. The adfanced 

season did not permit my return to Paris, the distance would 
have been too long thr^i^h Germany, and Elliot had influenced 
the English to put difficulties io the way of m^ passage by the 
Baltic. 1 found the Oulf de Botenea bnred with ice, and after 
making several fruitless attempts to cross it in a small open boat, 
(about 30 feet long,) 1 compelled the Swedish peasants to steer 
as 1 directed them, for the Gulf of Finland ; after about four, or 
five hundred miles of navigation, 1 landed at Reval, and havmg 
paid the peasants to their satisfaction, I gave them a good pilot, 
with some pro?isioo, to reconduct them to their home. My 
voyage was looked upon as n kind of miracle, being what onter 
had been attempted before, unless in large vessels! 

The Empress received me with a distinction the most flatter- 
ing that perhaps any stranger can boast of. On entering into the 
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Rofisian aer?ice, her Majesty conferred on ve imbediately the 
gra<le of Rear- Admiral. I was detained against my will a forl- 
nigfat, and continually feasted at court and in the first gocie^- 
This was a cruel grief to the English, and I own that their vex- 
MioD, which I believe was general in and about St. Petersburg, 
give me no potn. 

I pretented the Empfeii with a copy of the new Americaa 
constitution. Her Majesty spoke to me often about the United 
States, and is persuaded that the Jlmerican revolution cannot fail 
to bring about others^ and to injluence every other government. I 
mentioned the armed neutrali^^ so honorably patronised by Her 
Majesty ; and I am persuaded that no dilticolty wiO be aiade 
dwot admtttiagthe Ueited States into that iDiistnoesassociatioD, 
80 soon as America shall have built some ships of war. I spoke 
of it to the Danish auniBter of foreign afiaira, who seemed pleased 
with the idea. 

The United States have some commerce with Kossia, which 
periiaps we may be able to increase. I should think whale oil, 
dried fish» spermaceti and rice, may be articles to soit the Rus- 
sia market; if the Mediterranean was not shut to the American 

flag, many articles might be supplied to the Russian fleet, now 
destined for the Archipelago. 1 certainly wish to be useful to a 
country I have so long served. I love the people and their 
cause, and shall always rejoice when 1 can be useful to promote 
their happiness. 

I am glad that the new coestitiition will be, as you tell me, ' 
adopte d by more than nine states. I hope, however, they will 
alter some parts of it ; and particularly that they will divest the 
President of all military rank and command ; for though Gene- 
ral Washington might be safely trusted with such tempting power 
as the chief command of the fleet and army, yet, depend on it, 
in some other hands it covld not fail to overset the liberties of 
jUnerica. The President should be ofAy the first ciril Magis- 
trate, let him command the military rvith the pen ; but deprive 
him of the power to draw his sword and lead them, under «ome 
plausible pretext, or under any circumstances whatever, to cut 
the throats of a part oi his fellow-citizens, and to make him the 

Prant of the rest. These are not my apprehensions alone, for 
have mentioned them to many men of sense and leamii^ 
since I saw yon, and I have fonnd them all of the same sen- 
timent. 

What are yon about my dear General ? Are you so absorbed 
in politics as to be insensible to glory ? That is impossible, quit 
then your divine Calypso, come here, and pay your court once 
more to Bellom, who, you are sore, will receive you as her fa- 
voiite. Yea woidd be charmed with the Pfmce de Potemkin. 
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He is ft moU aniiUe man, tni doda can be more noUe- 

minded. , « • ai v 

For the Empress, fame has never yet done ner joiace. i m 
sore no stranger wlio hae not koowe ttiet IDiiliiMi chmeler, 
«f«r coBoeiTed haw moDh ber Majesty ia made to reign over i 
g^atempire, to amke the people hapfff. and to attach gratelU 
■Did SQSceptible minds. 
Is not the present a happy moment for France to declare tor 



Russia ? Would it not be a OMam to retrlere her dignity, anila 
te-ealahliah the affair* oT Holland? What would Ep^bai 
find to Oppoae to such an alliance ? Denmark is with Ru«sia, and 
Sweden ought surely to be with France. An alliance with Rus- 
sia might be very aUvantageoas» and can never be dangerous to 
France. In these circumstances the Itlea of Candia and Cyprai 
appear amoDf the ol^ecta which ought to attract her atteii(ii» 
Perhaps they might be obtained and the affairs of Holland re-es- 
tablished without the expense of a war, for it is a questioo il 
England and Russia would venture to make opposition. One 
flare advantage would result to France, I aaean die bredoafaf 
her deatroctife treaty of commeree with Eog^aod. Sincatha 
time of the assembly of mrtables, I have always thought that 
the ministry ought to have seen the expediency of a war with 
England ; to break the treaty of commerce, and prevent the 
ruin of French manufactories f to obtain loans from HoUiad, 
and to render that Repoblic Ibr ever depeodaet en FvcMh pia- 
tection ; and, above all, to unite the natioe, and preveot tbe 
broils that have since ensued, by exciting ebrOTO petnatjcpcifh 
to support their national dignity. 

My motives are pure, and 1 am influenced only bj the affec- 
tkm I feel Ibr the two cotmtriea yoe lore. Tour known p»tna^ 
km' aaaorea me that if yoQ can mahe my ideaa naelnl, yoaviB 
not fail to do it. 

My kind respects await Madame La Marquisse, and 1 liopc 
her interesting family is well. It would afford me great bappi- 
noM to see or bear from you, and if yoo cannot faror m wA * 
?i«it, I beg theferor of any newa that may be interaatiDi. 

I am my dear General, jFowf ,lkc* 

P. S. Mr. Little Page has arrived at the army of the Prince 

de Potemkin, and I expect to see him here in a few ddyn. The 
Captain Pacha has been beaten last week. This is a good be* 
ginning, and I hope we shall soon have greater success. Th« 
Count de Dumas was in the iiffair. To speak in our republican 
waj he ia B gallant fellow, I marked him well. He haanf 
esteem, and his fair mistress owes him twenty tvuei Uaatl W 
hia fitat eff»rt. He keeps his pictore dwaya at h« heart. 
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a» boo^d th€ HTclodiaur, btjort Oczac^, l^Sa* 

Ifif ESzcellMiey Thomas Jcrrsitsoir, Esq. 
Sir, 

Some of my friends in America did me the honor to ask for 
my bust ; I enclose the names of eight gentlemen, to each of 
whom I promised to send one. You uill ohlige me much by 
desiring Mr. Houdan to have them prepared, and packed up two 
and tiro : and if Mr. Short, to wbom I present my respects, 
will take the trooUe to Ibrwaid tbera liy good opportamties, 
Tia HaTre-de-Grace» writing at the same time, a few wOlds to 
•Bch of the gentlemen, I shall esteem it a particular favor. 

Before 1 left Copenhagen I wrote to Mr, Amoureux, mer- 
chant at L'Orient, to dispose of some articles of mine m his 
hands, and remit you the amoont. I hope he has done it, and 
Hksft his remittance may be sufficient to pay Mr. Hoodan, and 
the expense of striking the medal with which I am honored hy 
the United States. But lest this should not turn out as I expect, 
I have directed Dr. Bancroft to pay any draft of yours on him 
for my account, as far as four or tive thou?and livres. I shall 
want four gold medals as soon as the dies are ftnished. 1 must 
present one to the United States, another to the Kmg of France, 
and I cannot do less than offer one to the Empress. As yon 
wiU keep the dies for me, it is my intention to bare some more 
gold medal? stnirk ; therefore I beg you, in the mean time not 
to permit the striking; of a single silver or copper medal. 

I pray you to present me in the most respecUul terms to Mon- 
sieur de Simolin. However my situation in Russia may termi- 
nate, I shaD erer esteem myself under great ohiigation to him. 
I pray yon to present my affectionate respects to the Count 
d*£Btaing, and tell him I am infitiitely fluttered by the obliging 
things he has had the goodness to say of me in my absence. I 
admire him for his magnanimity, and it vexes me every time I 
reflect bow little his bravery and patriotism have been rewarded 
by goTemment. He is the only officer who serred tfaroq^ the 
last war withoot promotion or honors. It is his honor, to be 
bdored by his nation and to have deselrved it. 

I srad enclosed an extract of my Journal on my expedition from 
France to Holland in the year 1779, for the information of the 
Academy of Inscriptions and Btlks-Lettres. 1 trust at the same 
tone more to your judgment than to theirs. There is a medal- 
liet who eaaolled tiine medals for me in wax. One of them 
is flie battle lietween the Bon homnae Richard and the Serapis. 
The position of the two ships is not much amiss ; but the ac- 
cessory figures arc much too near the principal objects ; and he 
has placed them to win<lward instead of being, as they really 
were, to leeward of the Bon honune Richard and Serapis. 1 do 
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not ttt this momeot recollect the medallist^s name ; but he Ut^ 
on the 3(1 or 4th stage at a marble-cutter's, almost opposite, but 
a little higher than your former house, Cul-de-sac Rue Taile- 
bout, and may be easily found. It would be of use to see tbe 
medal he hat made, althoag^ it is by no means to he copied. I 
owe him a small sum, perfatqjM 200 livres. I wish to knovr bovr 
much, that I may take an arrangement for pnying. I have not 
comprehended in the extract of my journal tlie extreme difficul- 
ties 1 met with in HoUand nor my departure from the Texel m 
the Alliance, when I was forced oat by the Vice-Admlral Rhynst 
in the fiice of the enemy's fleet. The critical sitmAioD I waa m 
in Holland needs no eKplanation, and I shall not say how much 
the honor of the American flagHepended on my conduct, or how 
mnch it affected all the belligerent powers. I shall only say it was 
a principal cause of tbe resentment of England agaiobt Holland, 
and of ttie war that ensued. It it for yoo and Uie acadenij to 
determine, whether that part of my service oqg^ to be the fllK 
ject of one side of the medal ? 

Before Oczae^, Sejpi, 15->S6, 1788. 

I\Ir. Littlepage has postponed his departure. I expected him 
to remain with me till the end of the campaign, but he now sets 
out so suddenly, that 1 cannot send by him tbe extract of mv 
joomal in 1779. I will tend it in a week or two to my friend 
the Coant de Segur at St. Petersbui^, and be will Ibrward it to 
you with bis ministeriid despatches. Your letters with which 
you honor me may also be forwarded to him. I persuade my- 
self that Couut de Montmorin will do it with pleasure, i trou- 
ble yon with two encloted letters, and am with perfect esteem, &c 

List of gentlemen to whom hnato are to he tent. 

General St. Clair, and Mr. Ross, of Phi]adel{»hMb-*Mr. 
John Jay, General Irvine, Mr. Secretary Thompson, and 
Colonel VVadsworth, of New-York. — Mt. J. Mamton, aad 
Colonel Carrington, of Virginia. 

Admiral Paul Jones presents his respectful compliments to 
Mr. Short, and begs the favor of him to forward the eight busts 
mentioned in the above list by the most direct oppoitmitiee, 
Irom Havre de Grace to America. Mr. Jefferson is wrote to oq 
this subject : and Mr. Houdan, who prepares the busts, will also 
have them carefully packed up in four boxes. The Admiral 
pravs Mr. Short to be so obligmg as to write a line or two ta 
eacn of the gentlemen for whom the hosts are dettSned. 

Jones was now a^aiu in active employment, on tbe ele- 
ment most ^vorsbfe to the display of his talentt. Tbmt 
much reliance was phced on hit tkill and eneigr, maj be 
inferred finom tbe annexed note of tiie Prince of ffaaaaa : 
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To the VicBoADMiftAi.. 

May 30th 178B. 
I send yuj. iTiy dear (i«^nrra], the two answers of M. He 
Suvorow, vvtiicli he has transmttlcil unsealed. 1 beg ^ou to iu- 
Ibim me what are jou intentioDs, as 1 bare decided, aioce I 
haFB the liherty, to march onlj when you can nntut mc. 

PRIHCB NAaSAU-SlEOBJf. 

Prom his flag ship, the Wolodimer, the Vice Aihiral wrote 
to that Prince* His letter shews that some difference of 
opinion existed between them : 

f On board llie fritrate Wolndiinrr^Junc Isf, 1788, opposite i 
the Jirtt village to the It'esl of the Hiver Bog. j 
The Vice Admiral to the Prince Nassav-Sieobk. 
Ut Peincb, 

No pppcon ran (le^ire mor<' than myself to make a happy and 
at the same ulorious campaign, for the arms of her Imperial 
Majesty. If you can shew me a more advantageous position 
than the one I already have, I will change my plan with pleasure 
to adopt yours. If you are of opinion that my daty reqnires 
jne to attack the Tnrki'^li fleet, niid* r existing circumstances, I 
ask you if 1 ought not to w ait until 1 can conquer it. Where is 
the roan who will juslily me, if following my ow n will, and with- 
oat any necessity, knowing nothing certain of the position of the 
army of His Highness the Marshal Prince Potemkin, I shooU 
expose the sqtiadron under my command to he hurnt or taken. 
Do you helieve the enemy will dare make a dej^cent on tliis side 
of Kimbourn, and thus place himself between two tires ? The 
experience of the last year proves that nothing is risked on the 
other side, and that the gsirrison is strong enough and the gene- 
rals able enough, to repel an attack of ten thousand men. But 
if the squadron which I have the honor to command, should be 
destroyed, it is not neces-^ary for me to inform you, that the iiog^ 
the Chenon, &c. &c. would he open to the ravages of the eneoiy. 
I wonld desire from my heart, that Your Highness wonld place 
one or two batteries unfler the walls of Kitnhonrn, to reinforce 
the place ; but you must feel that it is impo^'^ilde forme to es- 
cort you even under the guns ot kimbourn, without having first 
conquered the Tnifcish fleet. My intention is to protect Kim- 
bourn, and I believe I do so at this moment. If I advance I 
shall fmd myself in a position much less favorable, without any 
perceptible advantage. The council of war of the squadron and 
of the dotilla, which I held the 4th of June, very inconsiderately 
determined to abandon the only good position in the Liman. 
(without knowing the intentions dT His Highness the Prince 
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3Iarshal)andto advance three versts to occapy another infinitely 
more exposed and less strong. It was coropromitting our means 
for the remainder of the war, without placing Kimboum the 
least more in safety — in fact all was to the contrary. We have 
a stronger force in our barges than the Turks, in consequence 
we can always go to the assistance of Kimbourn, even against 
the wind. 

1 have the honor to be, with the most distinguishedconaidera* 
lion and attachment, 

Mv Prince, kc. 

Prince Potemkin, if the following letter may be consi- 
dered as proof, highly approved of the behaviour of Jones, 
and professed to be his Iriend : 

Head quartersy on the Bog^ near Nova Grigorer^, 

June %th, 1788. 

To the Vice Admiral. 

The part you have taken, in concert with the Prince of 
Nassau in uniting your forces with his, and acting thus against 
the enemy, cannot, Sir, but give me most particular pleasure. 
This junction is as necessary as useful for the service of 
Imperial Majesty and particularly at this time. I recommend it 
to you therefore. Sir, in the strongest manner possible, in assur- 
ing you that on every occasion, it will do me the greatest plea- 
sure to appreciate to the Empress the services you may render 
the country. I would desire you could defer your operations, 
until I may have approached nearer to you, excepting in case 
the enemy should give you a good opportunity to offer battle, or 
that the safety of Kimbourn should require it. 

I have the honor to be with perfect consideration. 

Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Prin'ce Potemkik-Taurtcien. 

Although there was not, in the whole fleet on the Liman. 
or on the black Sea, an officer so well qualified to direct the 
naval operations against the Turks as Jones, yet, situated 
as he was, among rival commanders, he found it indispen- 
sable to defer his judgment to that of others. He appeared 
to be disposed to court the favor of Prince Potemkin. 

On the 8th of June the Prince Potemkin had also writ- 
ten to the Vice-Admiral a letter of thanks in the following 
terms : 

To thfc Vice-Admiral. 

June 8(A, 1788. 
The zeal and intrepidity manifested by your Excellency in 
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til* «0Ur i^gidiift the Turki* oo tbe ttt of tU§ monCh, in ■idiog 

the Prince of Naenu, merit a just diBtinction,* and I retora 
yoa my thanks. I nm pcmuarlcd that such undertakings will 
celibate much to the honor aod glory of the Russian arms. 

Paiifce Potemkiv-Tavaicibjt. 

The Vice-Admiral replied to the Prince on loth 
and lltfa: 

On board the Wolodimer, June 10(4, 1788. 
The Prince Marshal Potemkik-Tauricien. 
My Load, 

It is with the highest wtisraction that I find your Htghness has 
been pleased with my conduct, and that by your letter which I 
have ju8t received, dated the 8th instant, you have approved 
of the arrangements made by the Prince of Nassau and myself, 
to coaibiae the forces which you have confided to us, to act in 
cofk^peit. For my own part, as it ii my gloiy to lerre wider 
yoor efdeiB, I mm tdcrific§ my own opiniomf m €owfi imfkmie 
mfcsr i ifcs tetereii* of Ruuiamtuf nnder it neatHtry^ end I thidl 
esteem myself most happy in doing all that honor may require, 
to prove how sensible and how flattered 1 am at the goodness 
and kindness of the Empress, and how ambitious I am to merit 
the friendship of Yoor Highness, in contributing all in my power 
lo advwce the greet views you eetertam for the geod of the 
conntiy, I i«fe tho honor to he, Ike. 

Wolodtfner, of OczeJcqf, June llth, 1 788. 
The Prince Marshal Potemkiit. . 
Mr LoED, 

I am highly flattered by &e letter which Yonr Highness done 
me the honor toVrite to me the 8th of this month, to inform 
roe that you were satisfied with my conduct in the affair of the 
7th inst. It is a new proof of your great and generous soul. I 
can assure you ihat I did not enter it to increase my own per* 
sonal interests, bat solely for the benefit of the Rossien armSt 
as I sew the first dirision of the ^otiJla of Her Imperial Ma- 
jesty in disorder, and in a most critical situation. 

1 hare the honor to be, &c. 

On the 20th of June, 1788, in a letter to Prince Potem- 
kin, the Vice-Admiral adFerli to an nfikir between the Rw- 
sians and the Turks, in which he bore apart, and for which 
' he received a second time, the thanks of tiie Prince : 

For tin alEur I recaivedfrm His Highness thftocdAo/Sti 



Wolodimer, off Oczakoff, June 20th, 178C. 
His Highness the Prince Marshal. 
Mv Lord, 

I covild not have been more flatttcred than by the letter 
which it has pleased Your Highness to write to me the J 9th 
IBSU, to mark your satisfaction for the victory gained over the 
enemy, and to do me the particular honor of cffering mt your 
thanks. This is a rocon»|)ens?e gratefid to a heart entirely devo- 
ted to you, and nothing can give me more pleasure than to find 
new opportunities to prove my devotion to the interests of 
Russia. ' 

My intention was to have attacked the Turkish fleet at the 
same instant I perceived the action commence between the fleet 
of Sevastopole and that of the Turks, outside of Kimboam. 
I would have done it also, if Kimbourn had been attacked, and 
our position and our circumstances rendered it indispeosabic 
that we should remain firm in case of an attack. fVe tpere to 
conquer or to die, and my resolution was taken. But it is fortu- 
nate for us that we did not advance, for it was the intention of 
the Turks to attack and board us, and if we had been only 
three versta farther, the attempt would have been made on the 
16th, (before the vessel of the Captain Pacha run aground, in 
advancing before the wind with all his forces to attack us.) God 
only knows what would have been the result. The Turks had 
a very large force, and we have been informed by our prisoners 
that they were resolved to destroy us, even by burning them- 
selves, (in setting fire to their own vessels, after having grap- 
pled with ours.)* It is certain we should have lost considera- 
bly, and it is at least to be presumed that our vessels would 
have been rendered unfit for service, so that, I repeal, Provi- 
dence has highly favored ns. 

Your Highness can now look upon the capture of OczakofT, 
as certain as the most superior means and arrangements can 
render military operations. We learn by our prisoners that 
there are eight thousand troops in that place, who are but badly 
disciplined. There remains only with Hassan Pacha, four 
vessels of his fleet, to wit : One small frigate, one schooner, 
one sloop of war, and one chebec aground, but the flotilla is 
still with him. 1 would not have been surprised to have been 
attacked in the night ; they arc greatly enraged, and in conse- 

♦ Before their departure from Constantinople, they swore by the be«rd 
of the Sultan to execute this horrible plan : nml if Proviilcnce ha«.i not 
t'aused its failure from two circumstances Which no man could forewp, 
Cherson, being without a garrison, would have fallen into their power 
the next day, with all the provisions and Qiilitnry etore?, as well for the ar- 
my tts for the na>7'. 
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quencc will commit some desperate acts. Each day some •!* 
their mco are hung up to the yard arm. 
I have the honor to be, with the most perfect attachment, kc» 

Being before OczakoflT, on the 29th of August, 1788, he 
wrote to Mr. Jetferson. In one part of his letter he. speaks 
doubtingly of his situaliou : 

On board the IVolodimer, before OtZfOuiff, Aug, Btjpt, 1786. 
His Excellency Thomas JarrsasoH, Esq* 

Dear Sir, 

Since I wrote yow last from Copenhagen, the 8th of April, I 
have been very much hurried ; but my greatest di/ticuUy has 
DOtbeeo want of time, but want of a private opportanity to write 
to joa. Mr. Littlepage is now on the point ofleaving the angy 

of the Prince Marecfaal de Pcte^ikin, ami tnlk? of being at 
Paris in the month of October ; I avail myself, therefore, of 
the. opportunity ho oftVi-s, to send you eticlosed a copy of my 
last letter from Copenhagen, with a copy of the official letter I 
received from the Count de Bernstorff, and a copy of the letter 
I have just received, on the snhjectof my public tnisiness there, 
from Monsieur Framery, Serretary to the Legation of France 
at the Cotjrt of Denmark, informing me he nad received and 
forwarded to you the answer I expected from the Consul of 
France, at Bergen in Norway. This last must necessarily make 
you acquainted with ail you wanted to know respecting our 
claim OD the Court of Denmark. 

The withhi letter to the Marquis de la Fayette, was intended 
for you as well as him, and 1 send you the copy because I am 
not sure if he received the original. — The American constitu- 
tion, I suppose is adopted ; but I am still afraid of the danger 
that may result from entruslmg the President with such templ- 
ing power as military rank and command must give him I I can 
in no situation, however remote I am, be easy, while the liber- 
ties of America seem to me to be in danger. 

1 leave to Mr. Littlepage to inform you particularly of the 
military events tli;it fr.ive taken place here, this campaign. I 
can take no ddi^Lilit in telling over tales of blood. God knows 
there has been too much of it spilt 1 — Scenes of horror have 
been acted under my eyes in which, however, I have the hap- 
piness to say, 1 had no part. 

I pray you to inform me, if you pofssibly can, what is hcroDie 

of Mrs. T . I am nslonishetl to have heard nothing from 

her since I h ft Paris. 1 had wriltcti to iier frequently, before 
I left Copenhagen. — If you cannot \\v\iv of, and se<' lier, you 
will oblige me much by writing a note to Monsieur Duboi;!, 
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Commissaire du Regiment dea Guardes Francais, vis m vi« U 
Roe de Vivienne, Rue neuve des petits Champs, desiring to 
speak with him. He will wait on you immediately. Yoa must 
know, that besides my own purse, which was very ccmsiderable, 
I was good-natured, or, if you please, foolish enough to borrow 
for her, four thousand four hundred livres. Now Mr. Dubois 
knows that transaction, and as she received the money entire 
from me for the reimbursement, I wish to know if she has ac- 
quitted the debt ? When that affair is cleared up, I shall be 
better able to judge of the rest. 

I am, with perfect esteem, dear Sir, &c. 

Copenhagen, May 3dy 1788. 

Commodore Paul Jones, St. Petersburg. 
Dear Commodore, 

The packet which M. Dechezlaux, Consul of France at 
Berghen in Norway, as you informed me at your departure, was 
about to forward you to Copenhagen, arrived on the 26th ult. to 
my address, accompanied by a letter from this Consul requesting 
me to transmit it to you. On the 29th I had the pleasure to ex- 
pedite it, agreeably to your wishes, addressed to Mr, Jefferson, 
through the channel of the Department of Foreign Affairs, for 
greater safety. I have seized with e<tgemess this occasion, to 
offer my services to that minister, in every thing that could in- 
terest or please him in this country, without saying more, leaT- 
ing the rest to your disposal. The advance which I made on 
account of the expenses of the packet which was very volumi- 
nous, amounting to 6rixd. 4m. 12s. or 30liv. lOs, Tour. / bave 
requested of Mr. Jefferson to remit for my account to M. J. F. 
Frin, banker, rue de Carroussel, at Paris. 

It is to be believed you are yet at St, Petersburg. 1 will learn 
with increased gratiBcation, your arrival in this capital, as reports 
are in circulation here that you have perished in a storm, in the 
Gulf of Finhmd, but as the relation of this pretended misfortune 
changes every day, I am still persuaded thnt it exists only in the 
moutiis of evil disposed persons, who first forged and spread the 
account. My good wishes accompany you in every part of the 
world, animated by the remembrance of the friendship yon ex- 
pressed for me when at Copenhagen. The Baron de la Houie 
to whom I mentioned that I was about to write to you, has char- 
ged me renew to you the assurance of the sentiments of esteem 
and real attachment with which you have inspired him. He is 
so far from giving credence to the report which I have mention- 
ed, that he awaits by the arrival of every courier, the letter 
which you promised to write him, as soon as you had rcaciie*^ 
your port of destination. 
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Mairs are here in nearly the same situation as yon lef t them, 
odI^ that the prince Charles of Hesse Cassel, arrived m. this 
capital ft few ilifs since, on accoimt of tlie Toyage whifch tlie 
Pimce Rojal of Denmark is about to make this summer to Noiw 
way, where the prinm Charles will precede him by a few weeks, 
io order to receive him ; ihc voyage is tixed for the 17th of the 
next month. Every thing appears very peaceable and traoquil 
m thti conntfy, eren to the armameDt of 19 ships of the Ikie and 
8 frigates, which the King of Sweden has on U red to Carlscrone, 
since the Danish government confines itself, at least for the 
present, to 4 ships of the line und 2 or 3 (riyates ; but as we 
are not ignorant of the state of the liuances of Gustavus lll.« it 
it asked, what power it is that (nmisbes him the necessary meaM 
of fitting out a squadron of such considerable force ? If it is 
England, or rather the Porte ? what is the intention of this Mo> 
narcb, as the armament is by far too large for a mere naval pa- 
rade, and then, too small for any enterprise whatever ? In fine, 
it is not known where his Swedish Majesty will procure, in a 
season already so far advanced, a sufficient number of sailortto 
man bis ships. These are. Sir, the reflections which are made 
in Denmark, while you are gathering new laurels under the 
auspices of the immortal Catharine. I shall certainly not be 
the less happy to applaud your glorious snccesses ; and the satis* ' 
Action 1 stuUl feel in seeny thcin jpablie will equal the sincere 
deTotion and profirand respect with which I have the Imnor 
to be, &c. 

FftAMenT. 

Secretary of Legation of His Most Christian Majesty. 

P. S. The Count de Bernstorfl" informed the Baron de la 
Houze, in his last conference, that he was about to send pleni- 
potentiary powers to the Baron de Blome, Minitler ^enipoleis 
tiary to our Cout, to treat definitively with Mr. JMEerrson, on 
the affair which wai in agitation daring your residence in Co- 
penbagien. 

On the 18th of October, 1786, itom some cause or other; 
not felly eipbuDed, but in aU probability from his having 
mresumed to dispute the accuracy of the accounts which 
rrince Potemkin transmitted to the Emprefs, of the mili- 
tary and naval operations under his direction, the command 
of the Vice-Admiral was transferred from the Liman to the 
J^}o^thern Seas. The following extract from the preface of 
£ton^8 Survey d the Tuikidi Empire, may serve to explain 
ibe piindpai motive of this change, which, in effect waa 



i-quivalent to a euspension from all present employment lu 
the navy : — 

W. Eaton's Survey of the Turkish Empire. — 2nd Ed. London, 
1799.— Preface to the 1st. Edition. 
" It is a diflicult thing, at all times to discover truth, amidst 
the misrepresentations of courts, of ministers, of romm»nders. 
Should any one write, for instance, the history of the last war 
between Kussia and Turkey, he would t.ike for his |E:uide, in 
relating the first event, the siege of Ocz;.koff, the accounts pub- 
lished by the Court of St. Petersburg, and the reports of the com- 
manders. There he would find a brilliant victory gained by 
Prince Nassau over the Turkish tleet in the Liman ; but if he 
could get the report made by Paul Jones to the admiralty of 
Cherson, signed by all the commamlers of the fleet, he would 
find that no engagement took place (except a distant cannon»(/e ;) 
that the Turkish ships ran aground by their ignorance and bad 
manoeuvres ; and that Nassau with his Jiotilla^ instead of taking 
possession of them, set them on fire. This journal which I have 
read, and taken an extract from, was forbidden by Prince Po- 
temkin to be sent to Petersburg, and the whole ciunpaign, as it 
stands on record, is nearly a romance. The fortress might have 
been taken the Ist of July with more case than on the 6th of 
December 1788, and the commander-in-chief knew it. I was 
at the opening of the trenches, and at the jitorming of the 
place, and therefore can speak of facts to which I was an eye- 
witness." 

It was on the 1 8th of October, 1738, that Prince Potem- 
kin communicated to Vice-Admiral Jones, an order to re- 
pair to St. Petersburg in these terms : 

October I8rh, 1788. 

Order to the Vice-Admiral. 
According to the desire of Her Imperial Majesty, your place 
of service is fixed in the Northern seas ; and as this squadron, 
and the flotilla, are placed by me under the ortlers of the Vice- 
Admiral and the Chevalier de Nordivinofl", your Excellency will 
in consequence proceed on the said voyage ; principally, as the 
squadron in the Liman, on account of the season being so far 
advanced, cannot be united with that of Sevastopole. 

Prince PoTEMKiif-TAURiciEN. 

The Prince, however, was generous. He possessed an 
elevated soul; and, on the departure of the Vice-AdminaJ, 
gave him the subjoined recommendatory certificate to the 
Empress Catharine: 
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At the Camp before Oczakq^, Oct. 31-11 Aor. 1788. 
From Hi8 Highness the Prince Maasjial to Her Ihveriaa 
HioHif£88 of all the Kuasias. . 
Madam, 

In placing before the MgiMl throne of your Imperial Majesty, 
his Excellency the Vice-Admiral Paul Jones, I take, with sab- 
missioD, the liberty to certify the «rdor and zeal which he iiai 
always shewn for the 8er\ ice of your Imperial Majesty ; en- 
deavoring to render himself worthy of the august favor oi* 
yum lumoM Majesty. 

The moat ftithfal salrjectof your Imperial Haiesty , 
Primcb Potbmw, Tawritcheakoy. 

Arrived at St. Petersburg, the Vice-Admiral addressed a 
letter to Mr. Jefferson, in which, it is plainly to he per- 
caxwedf (hat he began to ca&t about him for new enterprises ; 
Init more particalarly with a view to the promotion of the 
int^nests of the United States : 

St. Petersburg, Jan, 15-26, 1789. 
His ExceUency Thomas Jkfferson, Esq. 
Mt Dbab. Sir, 

Having wrote yon folly respecting the Demnaik hnainett hy 

Mr. Littlepage, with the papers necessary to finish it, I now 
have the honor to transmit you the extract of my Journal that 
you wish to communicate to the Academy of Inscriptions and 
BelleS'Lettres on the subject of the medal with which I am ho- 
nored by Congress. — have only at present to inform you 
that I rctareed here from the Black Sea a short time ago, by 
the special desire of Her Imperial Majesty ; hot I know not 
yet my future destination. — I congratulate you on the esta< 
blishment of the new American Constitution. Among other good 
effects, a marine force will naturally result from it. If there is 
still a disposition to send a force against the Algerines, would it 
not be a good thing to conclude a treaty with Ais conntry, and 
maJte the war a common caose in the Mediterranean. The 
Tufcs and Algerines are together, and acted in conjunction 
against us before OczacofT. A treaty might now be concluded, 
permitting Her Imperial Majesty to enlist seamen in America, 
and assuring to America after the peace, a free navigation to 
and from the Black Sea.— If yoa approve of this idea in gene- 
ral, Tarioas other thingji will necessarily be engrafted in the 
treaty, and I flatter mjrself I may obtain the command of the 
force destined to act m conjunction with that of the United 
States. 

I b^ to hear from you as soon as possible, and 1 hope to be 
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favored with > our ■eaUoMlilit at 1 htft already had tome coa- 

versatton with this government on the subject. — Please to men- 
tion Che liiuatioD of your arraofleBMot with tbe Co«iri of Den- 
mark. 

Present my best respects to the Marqtiis and to Mr. Sh9tt 
I coDgratalate yoo aB on tfift happy acuuiMni aCttvt^i* 
Franee. Hia preaent H qea^ baa eataMUiad • more gonm 
tide Ifcan any of Ui pr«decaaaon, and paatct^f will Ma» Mi 

memory* 

I avail myself of an express that is just setting cot from the 
Office of foreign afl'airs, so that 1 have not time even to copy 
this. * I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

St. Petersburg, January 20tA-31*t, 17«9. 
His Excellency Thomas Jstfibson, £s<|. 
Mr Dbae Sie, 

I had the honor to write you a line tbe 15th-2Gth from tbtM 
place, where I am arrived a short time ago from the Black Sea. 
I send enclosed an extract of the journal of my campaign ia 
1779, as you desired ; and 1 now enclose an extract of the letter 
I wrote you by Mr. Little Page. 1 have heard nothii^ Srom 
him aince he left am. I Imoir only that ha anivad «| War- 
aaw, hot aan quite imcertain ahoot his retqniy aa he pcopoaadi 
to Paris. I aan only infem you that I retoned here hf 
special desire of the Empress, but I know no( as yet, bow or 
where I am to be employed for the next campaigp. I meDti(»ied 
in my last, as my opinioo, that if tlie new government of 4me> 
rioa determines to chastise the Algerinea^ I think it nopr a Avo> 
rahie aMaaant to condode a treaty with Ruaiia* Tha TMi 
and Algerines were combined against us on the Black Sea. TWa 
United States could grant leave for Russia to enlist American 
seamen; and making a common cause with Russia in the Mediter- 
ranean, America might, at the peace, obtain a free aavigatioo 
to and from the Black Sea. If such a treaty were to take 
place, I helieve I ooald obtain the coaMnaod of te caa|iMl 
force ; aft least no objectioa woold be made to it hm. AadM 
connexion might lead to various mutual advantages ti| AoAH^ 
merce between the two nations. 1 beg to hear from yoa ad 
to know the situation of our claim on the court of Denmaik, 
for the only objection made by the Count Bemsdorff is now re> 
moved, by the ettabUshment of the new American conatitittioi^ 
I an, with perftet ealeem andotttfchaaeBt, Ito. 

The VicL-Adrttiral remained a considerable time at Pe- 
tersburg, enjoying & esteem of tiie Empress, bat obnoi^ 
ioua to the caJamiiieB of the EngUsfa party at theft etiit* 
The annexed docnmentB ihew that he Ittd afresh prc^t in 
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caakemfhlion, and that he was, at least in some d^grec^ 
aMmtoMnced in it ^ the Rofnan miniatfy : 

Secret note addressed to the Minister ut ;5t. Petersburg, by the 

Vice^Admiral. 

JmuBlh, \799. . 

Th»fKal oliieet of a Rnuan fleet in the Mediterraiiein, «i 

to endeavor to tnH off the commanication between Egypt and 
the coast of Syria with Constantinople, from whence they pro- 
cure their corn, rice, coflfee, Lc. This operation uill oblige 
them to withdraw a very considerable part of their Heet from 
the Black Sea. To encompass this end, I ask a carte-blanche, 
and <Mds% aidasiTe of small boats, five large veiiels, like the 
ESast-fDffiamen which are purchased in London after they have- 
made three voyages, and which carry from 40 to 50 guns. They 
are strong ves<;els and good sailers. They are sent from London 
to Naples under the English flag, under pretext of being enga- 
ged in mercantile enterprizes. No person can have any thing 
to say against it The crews of thoe ▼ e is e l s being arnved in 
Italy, would engage in the service of Russia. For the rest we 
would easily find good sailors at Malta and nt Naples. 

I would employ two small French vessels between Malta ami 
Naples trading to Smyrna to procure continual news from Con- 
stantinople, and ol Uic force and position of the Turkish fleet. 
There am some very important blows to be made, bnt in order 
to succeed we must not speak of this matter befiirehand. 

We are informed that the want of provisions at Constantino- 
ple has occasioned a rebellion, discouraged the people, and cau- 
sed a great desertion of the troops. It is the policy of the Vizier 
to render himself popular by providing sufficiently for them. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

To the Minister of State at St. Petersburg. 

St. Ptienburg, June ISth-^ith, 1789. 

The detachment of vessels of which your Excelleocy has 
spoken to me, cannot but be vntj adrantageoos to the opera- 
tMH whkb I had projected: however, I regard the means 
aaentiened in the private note which I addressed to you, as a 
thing most useful, and which will not cost so much in propor> 
lion. I would wish, since circumstances will permit of it, to 
unite the means, and then I think we will have reason to be con- 
tent with the advantages which will be the result 

1 amtionnd to your ExcelleaBj tfast | an the wiy ujietr who 
Ima madn the rsmpnign of Liman without being promotedy bat 
I bag. jon to bdieve that I did not enter into the service of Rus- 
sia to mate dificolties, and since the Empress has graoted me 
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Jber esteem and cooiidence, 1 desire notliiug ebe, except occa<- 
•ions to prove my attacbmcnt by wiw sernece. 

I lunre the honor to be» Ik. 

That Jones was hated and slandered by the British partj 
upon his first nrriTnl at St. Petenburg, and when be return- 
ed to that city from belbre Occakoff, is rimfiinwl, mrt oiifjr 

by his own letters to his friends, but by a passage in Tooke^ 
Life of Catharine If. Tooke's work has long occnpied a 
place in our libraries, both public and private ; and an ex- 
tract from it is inserted here for the purpose of demonstra- 
tiug to the reader the little confidence that is to be placed 
in the narrati?e of his work, and upon what slender materi- 
als some antfaors venture to detail events. The Vice-Ad- 
miral was disliked by the British officers in the Russian ser- 
vice bccausf* they envied his glory, at that time reviled the 
American name and character, and because he stood in their 
way to preferment. Tooke, imbibing the prejudices of his 
countrymen, and intermingling with them a bitterness of spi- 
rit of ms own, declares him to liaire been a pirate and rent* 
gadoJ*^ Bat in what instance did Jones fight or eaptare witti* 
oat a regular commission ? In what respect was he pi. 
rate and renegado" more than the Amencan people in gene- 
ral, who, before the revolutionary war, were all British sub- 
jects ? Enjoying the friendship of Franklin, of Jefferson, 
of Adams, and of all the distinguished citizens of the Uni- 
ted States of his day, honored by the King of France with a 
sword and the order of military merit, by CongiM with a 
gold medal, received by the court of Denmark with personal 
distinctions, and invested by tlie Empress of Russia with the 
command of a Vice-Admiral, and decorated for his brilliant 
achievements with the order of St. Anne, was it for Mr. 
Tooke to brand a man so respected and honored with the 
name of " pirate and ren^do ?" Upon the evidence ad- 
duced in the present volame an impartial world wiU ^wsife 
between the heroic Jones and his calamniatois. 

From W. Tooke' $ life of Catharine IL of /^tuma, To/. 2, 

p.«62. 1788. 

"Another naval armament was prepared, with no less indui 

try, for the service of tlie Euxine ; but RiM&a, not beiw ^ /h ^ 

to cope with her enemy there, in the number, or strengSoT lioe- 
ol-baitle ships which she could bring into action, intended to 
supply this defect by the construction of a numerous dotilta^ 



composed ol ihgates, gallies, gnn-boat>, and various descnptiom 
of l^t vessels, calcalated to act Dear the shores, in a depth of 
witer wUdi wooU not admit the sfifMroach of capital thipa. It 
WM, howeTer, princip^ly mtended for the security of Kinboum, 
by rendering the entrance of the Dniepe inaccessible to the 
Turkish fleet. As these vessels were not, on this service, liable 
to be exposed to the dangers of the seas and storms, they were 
aeeoriyi^^y fortified wi& a tremendoiia artillery, compoaed of 
heavy battering cannon, and of large mortars ; aiid besides ex- 
cellently stored with able seamen, and Feteran soldiers ; they 
were eminently fitted tor the designed purpose. The prince of 
l^assau, who had been heard of in the late war, both in the 
French rndbrtuiiate attempt on the island of Jersey, and in the 
still more disastrous attack of the comhmed nations of Ftance 
and Spain on the fortress of Gibraltar, and whose uncommon 
rage for adventure, and eagerness to siirnalize himself, have led 
him almost to every part of the world where any service was 
to be perfemied* or danger encomtered, was appointed to the 
o aaw M md of the naral armament on the Euiine." 

" P. 259. It is woll known, that there is a want of native offi- 
cers of sufficient ability and experience, to ronduct the opera- 
tions of the Russian navy with judgment and efiect. It was not 
perhspa in the nature of things &at this deficiency coaM he 
fidly sapplicd by foreigners. It was, hovre?er, the only 
resource ; and the conclusion of the American war afforded a 
considerable supply of young English officers, whose minds were 
too alert to live out of action, if it could any where be found. 
Few, if any of these, had risen to any higher rank in their own 
service than that of lieutenant, so Aat Uie command of sin^ 
ships seemed the highest advancement to which they could yet 
be competent. They were, however, of the utmost importance 
to Russia in the present state of things ; and Great-Britain, not- 
withstanding the jealousies subsisting between the two courti, 
refrained mmi proceeding to the extremity of recafliiig then 
home. 

This known scarcity of commanders could not fail to attract 
the attention of foreign adventurers, who had acquired any expe- 
rience and reputation in maritime afiairs. Of Uku number was 
the English pirate and renegade, Paul Jones, who had rendered 
himself so notorious in the American war, by the mischiefs 
which he did to the trade of his country, and whose desperate 
courage, which only served to render his atrociousnese con- 
spicoous, would, in a good cause, have entitled him to honor. 

Tina nan coidd not but experience the common late incident 
to bis character ; and, findiqg that he did not meet the considera- 
tion which he expected in America, he made a tender of his ser- 
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¥icfli to the cimt of St. Petenbarg, where he was gladly re - 
ceived, and immediately appointed to a high command in the 
grand fleet which was under equipment at Cronstadt. The 
British officers, full of those national and profesnonal ideas of 
iMior wUdi thcj liid imbibed in Hwir own country aid t m t icc, 
CMMidered this a|ipointinent as the highest affront that could be 
offered to them, and a submission to it an act of such degrada- 
tion, that no time or circumstance could wipe away the dishonor. 
TImj accordingly went in a body, to the amount of near thkxty, 
williiMit a single disiaitieiit lagging behind, or hesitating on the 
•ceoont of inconTenience or penonsd distress, to toy down their 
commissions ; declaring at the same time that it was hnpossihie 
for them to serve under, or to act in suiy maooer or capacity 
whatever, with a pirate or a renegado. 

Neduog could bate been more Tesalieai* or note ceriNViMt- 
Ing to the Court of St. Petersburg, atte pteseeft critical penod^ 
than this spirited conduct of the officers. Punctilios of honor 
operating in the face of command, was a thing unheard of in 
that service. No Russian, under the first rank or order, wouki 
dne to insimiBte sncli an idea. Asit was» itcoeld nstbecMi* 
•idered as less tlnn a direct insult to the court, and any submis- 
sion to it as a grievous derogation from its dignity, it would, 
besides, establish a precedent, which might be troublesome or 
dangerous with respect to her own subjects. It was well for the 
effieeft that they were not the members of a smaH state, and 
that this did not happen in a season of peace, when their servi- 
ces might be dispensed with. The necessity of the time, bow- 
ever, prevailed. The appointment of Paul Joncp ton command 
in the Cronstadl ileet was recalled ; and that adventurer (whose 
character of an impetiioas courage had mads an improssleQ on 
the court far beyond its real value) was ordered totlie armament 
in the Euxine, as second to the Prince of Nassau. In the 
mean time, a report was raised of a scandalous adventure with 
a |;irl, which majpng a noise in the town, occasioned him to 
thuk it adriseable to quit the country entirely.* 

« 

The story of the "scandalous adventure with a girl," al- 
luded to by Tooke,at tirst made an impression on the miod of 
Cathariiie miihToiBble to the Admiral \ but, on investiaeficin, 
it was discovered to have been a base invention of fa» ena- 



• Paul Jones afterward went to Paris, whore he died in Septemlxr. 
1792, and wai attended to his grure by u dopulation uf the jNation&l Cou- 
vent ion. He was brave at tea, though not by laud, having refiiBed to ao- 
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lilies. The lollowmg ietter from tiie Coiini Ue begin , wlucli 
does equal credit to the bead aiid the heart of that iiiusthoits 
* iwMon Mai, n cwichiriire a» to Ihii pirticolir! 

Ctfiu of the Utltr from Count de Segur^ Minister Plenipotentiary 
fnm fmct to St, Petertburg, to the Count D'EsUms, Minitter 
PleMMtotentiary of kii Mwt OknafUMi Ma^tMtfi Msr Mi Majesty 
At King rf Prussia^ and the Chevalitr Bowgomg^ MmuUr 
PUmpotmUiafyfrom France to Hamburg. 

St, PeUrsburg, Augtut 26th, 1789. 

Sia, 

The Vke-Admiral Paul Jones, who will have the honor to de* 
lifer this letter, commanded duriog the last campaigD, a Russian 

squadron stationed on the Liman. Tho Empre«s has decorated 
him on this occasion, with the order of St. Ann. He hrul a right 
his actions to a promotion and to a rccompenae, but ttuscele> 
hntod sailor knowing better how to conduct himself in the midst 
of Ushotfles than in coarlB,has offended by bis frankness, some 
of the most powerful people, and amongst others the Prince Po- 
temkin. His eiiemies and his rivals have profited by his mo- 
meotary Ui^race to hasten his destruction. Calumny has served 
their porpoees, they have giren credit to reports abeolntely 
ftlse, thej Iwf e accused him of violatiiig a girl. The Empress 
being deceived has forbirl him the court, and wished to bring 
him to trial. Every person has abandoned him, 1 alone have 
upheld and defended him. The country to which he belongs, 
the order of military n»erit which he heart, and which he has 
so nobly acquired, his brilliant repntetion and above aU, our loiK 
acquaintance have made it a law to me: my cares have not been 
in vain, I have caused his innoconre to be acknowledged. He 
has repaired to court, and has kibsed the hand of the Sovereixn, ' 
but he will not remain in a coontiy where he helieTes himsdrto 
have been treated with injustice. However he has not giren in 
his resignation. The Empress still preserves for him his rank, 
his emoluments, and only grants him permission to absent him- 
self for a hmited time. The true motive of bis departure is 
founded on his own discontoit But he has made use of, as a 
pretext, iropoitantaflairs which call him to France, to Denmark, 
and which may, perhaps, require his presence in America, i 
beg you» Sir, to render to this brave man, as interesting by the 
reverses of fortune which he has met with ai by ius past success, 
every service which may he in your power. It will hgr me 
under a tme oUigBtion, and I shaH share in a lively moaner his 

1 hare the honor to be, •Si^c. 

Lt: Count bEacA. 



330 



The Vice-Admiral, it will have bey observed, had hA- 
self soUdtod leav« of abseiice, nteianig lui and ib 
anoluiento. Hu enenueiaebed the opportamlj todies 
late a rumor that he was in disgrace. To conntenct (he 
effect of this report, his (nead. Count S^gnr wrote to 
Goant Montmohn aa follows : — 

St,PeUnburg, July2lMt, 1189. 

Tlie CouKT MoKTMoaiv. 

Monsieur, 

The enemies of the Vire-Admiral Paul Jones, having caused 
to be circulated re|>orts ^^tirelj destitute of fouDdation coDcem- 
tog the voyage which this geacnral officer is about to uadertilte, 
I would wish the enclosed article, the aothenticitv 1 gaarantf, 
should be inserted in the Gazette of France, and in the other 
public papers, which are submitted to the inspection of jour de- 
partment. This article will undeceive those who have believed 
the caliiinny, and will prove to the friends and to the comysr 
triots of the Vice- Adnural, that he has sustained the repotatUNi 
acquired by his bravery and his talents during the last war ; 
that the Empress desires to retain him in her service, and that 
if he absents himself at this moment it is w\th his own free-wiU, 
and for particidar reasons which cannot leave any stain on bii 
honor. 

The glorious marks of the satisfaction and bounty of the King 
towards Mr. Paul Jones, his attachment to France, which he has 
served so usefully in the common cause, his rights as a sub;ect 
and as an admiral of the United States, the protectioa oftheinmiB- 
teia of the Kmg, and mj personal friendship for this disttnginali- 
ed officer, with whom I made a campaign in America, are so 
many reasons which appear to me to jtistify the interest which 1 
took in all that concerned him during his stay in Russia. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

COUVT PC SSGVB. 

Article U> be inserted in the public prints, and particolarly ia 

the Gazette of France. 

Pe<«r»6i4rg, 2I»r, 1789. 
The Vice-Admiral Paul Jones beinp; on the point of rettirning 
to France, where private affairs require his presence, had the 
honor to td^e leave of the Empress the 7th of this month, aad 
to be admitted to kiss the hand of Her Imperial Majesty. TVs 
general officer, so celebrated by his brilliant actions daring tbs 
course of the American war, was called in 1787 to the service 
of Her Imperial Majesty, who conhded to him the command o\ 
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her vessels of war stationed on the Lini;in, during the campaigpi 
of 1788. As a mark of favor for his conduct during this cam- 
paign, the Empress has decorated him with the insignia of the 
oi£r of St Ann, and her Imperial Majesty, snibfied with hif 
services, only grants him permission to absent bimdf ibr m 
limited time, stiU preaenret for him hia emolomenti and hit 
rank. 

Count dg Seovr. 

The slander was finally put to rest. Among other letteni 
of coDgratulation, the Vice-Admiral received one from the 
Baron de ia Hooze, ninuster plenipotentiary of France at 
Copenhagen : 

The Vice-Admiral J. Paul Jones. 

Copenhagen, February 9th, 179U. 

Sir, 

It is but a few days since I received with the letter with which 
yon hare honored me of the S9th of Deeember, the copies of 
that of the Count de Segur, which yon have been pleased to 
communicate to me, and which were accompanied by the arti- 
cle inserted on your account in the Gazette of France, and 
which I had read. This article, which has been repeated in 
many foreign Oasettes, has entirely destroyed all the Tenomoos 
effects which calumny had employed to tarnish the distinguished 
reputation which you have acquired by yonr talents and your 
valor. In consequence, public opinion still continues to ren- 
der you justice, and the most noble revenge you can take on 
yonr enemies is to gather fresh laurels. The celebrated Athe- 
nian general Themisfocles has said that he did not envy the si- 
tuation of one who was not envied. As to the affair, concern- 
ing which you speak to me, and in which you have been witness 
to my zeal, as well for your compatriots as for my own, it re- 
msdns still at the same point where yon left it on yonr departure 
for St. Petersburg, the 15th April, 1788. A note in answer 
whrch the Count de Bernstorff addressed to you on the 4th 
keeps always in view the affair which you negotiated with him 
but for the conclusion of which you are not clothed with the 
necessary plenipotentiary powers* You know, however^ that 
according to the note of the Count de Bernstorff, Paris ought to 
have been the seat of the negotiation between the Baron de 
Blome, Envoy Extraordinary of His Danish Majesty, and Mr. 
Je/Teraon, Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States of North 
America near the King. You inmnn nae that Mr. Jeibaseo in 
at present in America, where he has heen appeiqled Secretary 

Ss 
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of State for foreign No penoii<lieii,c«ii batttriMMt 

than him hi» successor to Paris, to take up the thread ofthis m» 
gotiation with the Baron de Blome. I spoke, three days since, 
to the Count de Bcrnslorff, w ho perseveres accordioj; to what 
he told me, in all that be roeotioDed to you m his note of the 4th 
of April, 1 788, hut tl^f minister obierred to one tlist llwelivtn* 
stances of the actual crisis of Europe did not permit him to (bl* 
low at this time the negotiation, which it appeared to \im best 
to keep b.ick until the return of a calm. 

Wheu 1 shall have the pleasure to see M. Broseroode, oar 
Consul at Elsinear, I shall take care to renew, to faki the am- 
ranee of your remembrance, to which he will most certainljf bs 
sensible, as likewbe is M. Framery, Secretary of my Lcfsfian, 
who begs you to accept liif compliments and his thanks. 
' You will part, in all probability, about the conuneocemeot ot 
the fine season to return to Russia. I wish that yovr voya^ 
may procure me, as you have given me reason to eipect, satiB- 
faction to express personally to you the distinguished sentiments 
of attachment and consideration with which 1 have the honor to 
be, Sir, Your obedient, &.c. 

Lc Bahon de la llocZE. 

This letter of the Baron de la Houzc looked forward to 
Joneses s])cedy return to the Russian service, and the sub- 
joined address to Prince Poternkin evinces the desire of 
Jones to do so. At the same time that Jones, with the 
flttobxieas of a man of coaraee, apologizes to the Prince Ibr 
wiiat he supposed had oflended him, he Tiadicalei his owo 
character with freedom and eneiigy : 

Paris, July tAA, 1790. 
To His Highness the Prihcb Marshal. 

My Lord, 

I do not think it becomes me to let pass the occasion of the 
return of your aid-dc-camp, to congratulate you on the brilUant 
success of your operations since i hud the the honor to serve 
mider your orders ; and to express to yon, in all the sincefi^ 
of my heart, the repet 1 feel in not beug fortunate eMMfh^ 
contribute thereto. 

After the campaign of Liman, when I had leave, according 
to the special desire of tier Imperial Majesty, to return to the 
department of the notthem seas, yonr Hi^ncas did me the 
Ibvor to grant me a letter of reooromendetioo to the Empiem, 
and to tell me in these words, Rely upon my attachment. I 
am disposed to grant you the most solid proofs of my friendship, 
for the present and for the future." Do you recoUect tbem I 
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This discourse was too flattering for me to foi^et it, and 1 hope 
you will permit me to remind you of it. Circumstances, nnd 
the high rank of my enemies, have deprived me of the benet.t? 
which 1 had dared to hope from the esteem which ^ou had ex< 
p rc M cd for me, and which 1 had endeaTored to merit bj my 
■erricea. Yoa know the dingfeeable ntnatioD m which 1 wm 
placed, hot H, m I dared to bcIieTe, I hare preserved your 
goo<l opinion, f may still hopp to see it followed by advantages, 
which it will be my glory to owe to yon. M. de Simolin can 
testify to you that my attachment to Russia, and to the great 
PrinceM who is its Sovereign, has alwiiys been constant and du« 
foMe. 1 attended to my duties, aod not to my fortone. I hare 
been wrong, and I avow it with a frankness which carries with 
it its own excuse. — 1. That I did not request of yoti a carte- 
blanche, and the absolute command of nil the forces of the Li- 
mun.— 2. To have written to vour Highness under feelings 
highly excited, on the H-26th October 17C8. These are my 
finiUs. If my eneodes have wished to impute others to me, f 
owear before God, that they are a cahimoy. It only rests with 
me, my lord, to unmask the viUnny of my enemies, by pdb-' 
lishing my journal of the operations of the campaign of liimnn, 
with the proofs clear as the day, imd which I have in my hands. 
It only rests with me to prove that 1 directed, under your or- 
ders, all the useful operations against the Captain Pacha ; that 
it was 1 who beat him on the 7th of Jane ; that it was I, and 
the bra^e men I commanded, who conquered him on the 17th of 
June, and who chased into the sands two of his largest galleys, 
before our flotilla was ready to fire a single shot, and during 
the time a very considerable part of the force of the enemy 
remained at anchor immediately in the rear of my souudron j 
that it was I who gave to General Snwarrow, (he had the no* 
Ueaess to declare it at coihl before me, to the most respecta- 
'Ue witnesses) the first project to establish the battery and 
breastworks on the Isthmus of Kinbourn, and which was of 
such great utility on the night of the 17-18tli June : that it was 
1, in person, who towed, with my sloops and other vessels, the 
batteries which were the nearest to the place the 1st July, and 
who took the Turkish galleys by boarding, very much in advance 
of our line, whilst some fentlemen who have been too highly 
rewarded in consequence of it, were content to remain in the 
rear of the stragglers of our line, if I may be allowed to use the 
expression, sheltered from danger. You have seen yourself, 
mv lord, that I never valued my person, on any occasion, where 
I had the good fortune to act under your eye. The whole of 
Europe acknowledges my reraci^, and grants me some miKtaiy 
fdento, which it would give me pleasure to employ in the ser- , 
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vice of Russia, under yonr orders. The time will arrive, my 
lord, when you will know the exact truth of what 1 hare told 
you. Time is a sovereign master. It will teach you to appre- 
ciate the man, who, loaded with your benefits, departed from 
the Court of Russia with a memorial prepared by other hands 
and the enemies of your glory, and of which memori»l he made 
no use, because your brilliant success at the taking of Oczakofi\ 
which he learned on his arrival in White-Russia, gave ibv lie 
to all the horrors which had been brought forward to enrage 
the Empress against you. You know it was the echo of another 
intriguer at the Court of Vienna. In fine, time will teach you, 
my lord, that I am neither a mountebank nor a swindler, but a 
man, true and loyal. I rely upon the attachment and friend- 
ship which you promised me : I rely on it, because I feel my-* 
self worthy of it : I reclaim your promise, because you are 
just, and 1 know you are a lover of truth. 

I commanded, and was the only responsible person in the 
campaign of Lim'an, the others being only of inferior rank, or 
simple volunteers ; I am, however, the only one who has not 
been promoted or rewarded. I am extremely thankful for the 
. order of St. Ann, which you procured for me, according to jour 
letter of thanks for my conduct in the affair of the 1th <f June, 
which was not decisive. The 17th June, I gained over the 
Captain Pacha a complete victory, which saved Cherson and 
Kinboum, the terror of which caused the enemy to lose nine 
vessels of war, in their precipitate flight on the following 
night, under the cannon of the battery and brea.«»twork which f 
had caused to be erected on the Isthmus of Kinboum. On 
this occasion I had the honor again to receive a UtUr of (ftanks ; 
but my enemies and my rivals have found means to abuse your 
confidence, since they have been exclusively rewarded. They 
merited rather to have been punished for having burnt nine 
armed prizes with their crews, which were absolutely in oar 
power, having previously ran aground under our guns. 

I have been informed that, according to the institution of the 
order of St. George, I have the right to claim its decoration in 
the second class, for the victory of the 17th June, but 1 relj 
upon your justice and generosity. 

I regret that a secret project which 1 addressed to the Count 
du Besborodska, the 6th of June of the last year, has not been 
adopted. I communicated this project to the Baron de Beihler, 
who has promised me to speak to you of it. 

I was detained in St. Peteraburg until the end of August, in 
order to hinder me, as 1 have heard, from proceeding into the 
service of Sweden — my poor enemies, how 1 pity them ! Bat 
for this circumstance my intention was to have presented my- 
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self at your head-quarters, in the hope to be of some utility ; 
and the Baron de Beihlcr, in departing from St. Peterslniig in 
. ontorto join you, proDited ne to amm you of my deTptraa 
for the aenrice of your department* and that I held myself 
ready to return to you the instant I was called. My conduct 
has not since changed, although I hold in niy hand a parole for 
two years, andj regard lb luunths of this parole, in a time of 
war, more aa a pnuabiiient thao at a favor. 

I hope that your Highness mil fuccoed in cooclodiiiK peace 
this year with the Tnrk'i ; but in a contrary case, if it should 
please you to recal me to take command of the fleet in the en- 
suing campaign, I would ask permission to bring with me the 
FKDch officer 'coneening wboB 1 epoke to jon, with one or 
two others, who are good tacticians, and wbo have toiBO know- 
ledge of war. On my return here, I received a gold medal, 
granted me by the unanimous voice of Congress, at the moment 
1 received a parole from this honorable body. The United 
Stetoa have decreed me tbia honor, io order to perpetuate the 
naaanibrance of the aervioea which I rendered to America, 
ci^it years previous, and have ordered a copy to be presented 
to all the sovereigns and all the academies of Europe, with the 
exception of Great Britain. There is reason to believe that 
your Higluieat wiH be nambered anBoog the Sovereigns of Ea- 
fope in consequence of the treaty of peace which yon are about 
to conclude with the Turks ; but in any case, if a copy of my 
medal, will be acceptable to you, as a mark of my attachment tO 
jour person, it will do me an honour to offer it to you. 

I have the honor to be, Ice. 

The following letter which the Vice-Admiral wrote to the 
Empress Catharine, on the 25th of February, 1 791. exhibits 
ID unef[uivocal terms, the wound inflicted on his feelings, 
and the Min which he endured from the onpleafant aittuip 
tion inimichhe was lufoed to remain: 

Parisy Feb. 26-8 March, 1791. 
Her InrERiAL AiUjestt of all the Russias. 
Madam, 

If I could imagine that the letter which I had the honor to 
write to your Majesty from Warsaw, Sept, 25th-(>th Oct. 
1789, had come to hand, it would be without doubt indi-^rreet in 
me to beg you to cast yoor eyes on the documents encloned, 
which ocemt no ]penm^ and the only intent of which ia to let 
you see that in the important campaign of Liman, the part 
which I played, was not either that of a Z<rro or of a HarUqvm 
which required to be made a colonel at the tail of his regj- 



meat.** f hare in my hands the oieatM to prove incontestihly 
that I directed all the osefol operaitioiit against the Captain Pm- 
41m. TtotaA wittch wm gtea thw cfitical c wjiiotHw 
WW verjr dUlcilIt 1 wai obliged to sacrifice mv own opioammp 

and risk my military repntation for the benefit of your Empire. 
But f hope you will be SHtisfied with the manner in which I 
conducted myself, and also of my subsequent arrange men tt^ of 
which I am perroaded yoa liaTe not beeo acquMioted otil Hms 
aomeiit The graciom crnmiel which your Majesty has ofleo 
done me the honor to repeat to me before my departure for the 
Black Sea, and in the letter which you have deigned to writo to 
me aAerward, has. since been the rule of my conduct ; and 
Ihe ftithlRil allacbmeiit with srlucii you bad inspired me for yoor 
penon was the only reason which hindered me firom roque«tii^ 
my dismissal when I wrote to you from Warsaw, for I confess 
that I was extremely afflicted and even offended at harms re- 
ceived a parole for two years in time of war. A parole which 
H bia new emtaied into my niiid to wA fott aad tittt km to 
•ik, and of -which I have not profited to go to America, or 
^Mren to Denmark, where 1 had important business ; for I had 
always hoped to have been usefully employed m your service 
before the eipiration of this parole which has done me so much 
injury, aad although, in public, I wmdd Bot have failed to have 
apoken to you at the Inst audience whieb you granted me, bet I 
VMortunately was led to believe the repeated promises made 
me, that ! should have a private audience in oidcr to l;jy be» 
fore you my military projects, and to speak of them in detfdl. 

I hope that the briUiaot success with which Frorideiice has 
blessed your arms, will eoable you to grant peace to yonv ene- 
mies without shedding more of human blood, bnt in a contrary 
case your Majesty can be well instructed firom my prcgect. No. 
12, of the last year. 

As I have my enemies, and as the term of my parole is about 
to expire, I await tbe.oidertof year Majesty, andabonld be 
flattered. If it it your pleetore, to come and render you an ac« 
count in person. Mr. — who has the goorlness to charge 
himself with this packet, which 1 have addresiscd (o him, sealed 
with my arms, will also undertake to forward me your orders ; 
I thernbre pray ^ou to withdraw me as soon as poisible Cnm 
the cruel uncertainty in which I am placed. Should yon deign. 
Madam, to inform mc that you are pleased with the services 
which 1 have had the happiness to render you, I will console 
myself for the misfortunes which .1 have suffered, as I drew 
ny sword for yon from personal sltaehment for yon and ambi- 
m> bnt not fiur inlersst Myibrtune, asyoolaiow,iinot veiy 
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coDtiderabte, but as I am philoiioplier emnmii to C9tAai^m^yl&\ 

tamj meaDl, I shall always be rich. 

1 have the honor to be. Madam, joura, Sic, 

Mr. Jeflferaoo had now retnraed to America, and entered 
upon the duties of Secretary of State, anderthe Presidency 
<n Washington. Still smarting under the injuries he had 
received in Russia, Jones addressed the annexed letter fe^ 
that eld and steadiiwt Iriend : 

Pam, M^rch 20th, 1791. 
His Eicettency TaoHiis JcmasoM, Esq. 
Dkar Sia, 

On my return from Russia to Amsterdam, in December, 1789, 
I wrote to se?eral gentlemen in America, particularly to the 
f 'ice-P^esident, and to Mr Secretary Thomson, enrlo!*ing some 
evideace of the trcaluient 1 met with in Rubsiu. i wrote at the 
same time to the Preatdenl, eoclosine a letter from the Count 
de S^ur. Messrs. Stuphorsts and Hubbard undertook to for* 
ward my packets by a ^hip, then rcudy to <;;iil for Philadelphia, 
railed the Pennsylvania Packet, John Earl, Master ; but though 
that 8hip arrived safe I have not to this hour received a single 
line in answer. 

I.need not express to you the pleasure I received from your 
acceptance of the honorable ancf hq^ station of Secretaiy of 

State for domestic and foreign affairs. 1 felicitate oar country 
on having wisely confided her interest to such worthy and able 
hands ; but it giw^ me puin that so inadequate a provision has 
been made for doing tlie lionors incumbent on the first minister 
of a nation of such resources as America, and I wish that mat- 
ter may be soon changed to yoursatisfhctioo. 

As it has heen« and still is, my first wish and highest anlntion 
to shew myself worthy of the flattering marks of esteem with 
which I have been honored by my country, I think it my duty 
to lay before you, both as my particular friend and as a public 
minister, the papers I now enclose relative to my connexion 
with Russia, viz.— Three pieces, dated at St. Fete<vburg, and 
signed by the Count de Segur ; a letter from me, dated at Paris 
last spacer, and sent to the Prince de Potemkin, and a letter 
from me to the Empress, dated a few days ago. 1 have selected 
these testimonials from a grent variety of, perhaps, still stronger 
proofs in my hands ; but though the Baron de Grimm bus un- 
dertaken to tTcuismit to her Imperial Majesty's own bands my. 
last packet, 1 shall not he surprised, if I should find myself em^ 
strained to withdraw from the Russian senrice^ and to puhlisli 
my Joonial of the canpaiga 1 connimded ; ia that case I ^ 
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U) proye to the world, that my operations not only saved Chei* 
son and Crimea, but decided the fate of the war. 

Chevalier Littlepage, now here on his way from Spain to the 
north, has promised me a letter to you on my subject, which I 
presume will shew the me.mness and absurdity of the intrigues 
that were practised for my persecution at St. Petersburg. I did 
not myself comprehend all the blackness of th,nt business be- 
fore he came here and related to me the information he received 
from a gentleman of high rank in the dipolmatique, with whom 
he travelled in company from Madrid to Paris. That g^tle- 
man had long residetl in a public character at the court of St. 
Petersburg, and was there all the time of the pitiful complot 
against me ; which was conducted by a little-great m«in, behind 
the curtain. 

The unequal reception with which I had, at first, been 
honored by the Empress had been extremely mortifyiag and 
painful to the English at St. Petersburg, and the courtier just 
mentioned, ^finding that politics had taken a turn far more alarm- 
ing than he nad expected at the beginning of the war,) wi&hing 
to sooth the court of London into a pacific humour, found no 
first step so expedient as that of sacrificing me ! But instead of 
producing the effect be wished, this base conduct, on which he 
pretended to ground a conciliation, rather widened the political 
breach, and made him to be despised by the English minister, 
by the English cabinet, and by the gentleman who related the 
secret to the Chevalier Littlepage. 

I must farther inform you, that a few days aAer my arrival 
from Denmark at St. Petersburg, 1 received from the Danish 
minister at that court a letter under the seal of (he Count de 
Bernstorff, which having opened, I found to be a palenl from 
the King of Denmark, in the following terms : 

*' Having reasons for wishing to give new proofs <Jf our bounty 
to the Chevalier Paul Jones, Commander in Chief of the squa- 
drons of the United States of America, and desiring, above all, 
to prove our esteem in consequence of the regard which he has 
shewn for the Danish Bag during the time of his command in the 
northern seas, we grant him from the present moment, and an- 
nually during his life, the sum of fiileen hundred crowns, Da- 
' nish currency, to be paid at Copenhagen, without any retentioa 
whatsoever. Done at our Castle of Christianbourg, the 4th of 
April, 1788." 

The day before 1 left the court of Copenhagen, the Prince 
Royal had desired to speak with me in his apartmest. His 
Royal Highness was extremely polite, and after saying many 
civd things, remarked, he hoped I was satisfied with the atten- 
tiooa that had been shewn to me siDce my arrival, and that the 



»9 

0 

Kifl^ woulfi wish lu give me some mark oi' hia ebieum. " T 
have never had the happiness to render any service to His Ma- 
jesty," — " That is nothing — a man hke you ought to be excepted 
fjrom ordinary rules. Yuu could not have shewn yourself more 
delieate «p xefftiM 9Qr flflf»,aadeyery penon here loyes yoo." 

I took M«¥e without faiSiAr eBflaoition. I Ikivc telt myself 
io an cmbaffaiii^g litaatioa on account of the King's patent, 
and I have aa yet made no vi^c of it, though three years have 
uearly elapsed since I received it. I wished to consult you, but 
when I understood that you would not return to Europe, I con- 
sulted Mr, Shoart and w. 6* Morris* who bo^h gave me tl^r 
opWoii, that I may wiUi phipri^ty accept the advantage offend. 
I have in consequence detenmned to draw for the anm doe, and 
I think you will not disapprove of this step, as it can by no 
means weaken the claim of the United States, hut rather the 
coiitrar}'. 

You will observe that the Empress of Russia has decorated 
me with Uie great order of St. Ann ; and as I have appeared 
with that erder ever sinee, I mosl beg the fam ef you to ob- 
tain and transmit to mc, as soon as possible, the proper authority 

of the United States, for my retaining lliat honor. You arc 
sensible I did not accept tlin ofl'cr of her Imperial Majesty witli 
a view to detach myself iVom the service of America, but that 
IJbave done my utmost to fiilfil the jntentkm of Congress m Md- 
ing me last to Europe, to acquire that degree of knowledgt 
wwdi msiy hereafter render oie more extensively useful.'* I 
have in some measure, by my experience and observation* 
effected the object of my pursuit ; tliough I confess 1 have still 
much to learn, and 1 wish to embrace the lirst occasion to em- 
bark in the French fleet of evohition. 

I have not since my return here appeared at court ; but the 
Mar(iuis de Laftyette will shortly conduct me to the King, when 
I shall present my journal of the American war, with the letter 
of which 1 am bearer from the United States. 

I reserve for my return to America to produce to the United 
States full and unquestionable evidence, signed bv the Grand 
Pensioner, that nw eondud in 1779, drew the United NetherlaniiB 
into the war. llis is saying enoi^h to a man of yoiiir inlbr- 
mation ; for it would be superfluous to enumerate the advanta- 
ges that thence resulted to America, partictdarly the great event 
which took place under your own eyes, and whicli could not 
have happened if Holland had remmued a neutral power. 

I am ssach obliged by the trouble you took in forwarding, 
before yoo left Europe, the busts I had promised to different 
gentlemen in America. Having lately received a letter from 
Mr. Burton, a former member of Congress, wiQi whom I had 
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ihe iionor ol' being acquainted at New York, requesting my biat 
in Ix'half of ihe state of North-Carolina, I have ordered Mr. 
floudan to prepare and fonvard it hy ihe first ship fjtMn HaTre- 
de^nce, tor Philadelphia ; and as tbat bat wOt be dmntai 
iridithe order of St Ann, On ihe Americnn uniform, this iioa» 
roasciii why I wish to be atithorized by the United States, to 
wear that order. I shall take the liberty of addres«!ing the bu.<t 
to you, requpstin*; yon to deliver it to the North-Carolina dele- 
gates, who will be 80 good as to forward it to the Govenioc ot 
tbat state. 

I contBMietobe teniiblj aifeded bj the situation of oar poor 
countrymen at Algiers : the more so as I learn indirectly from 

(he pirate, now here, who took the p^rcatp-Jt part of them, tbat 
if they are not very foon redeemed, thry will be treated with 
no more lenity than is shown to other slaves. He toid this to 
Mr. Littlepage who repeated it to me. 

1 bare the boBor to be, Ik: 

The letter promised by Mr. Littlepage, and adverted to 
by Jones was as follows : — 

Paris, Marck 23, 1791. 
His Excelleocy Thomas Jeffersov, Esq. 
Sib, 

Yon win dare my regret in refiectiaf tbat we were fbe ptia- 
cipd meaM of engaging Admiral Sir John Paul Jones to accept 

the propositions made to him in 1788 by the Russian Court, 
Never were more brilliant prospects held forth to an indivi</uaJ, 
and never individual better calculated to nttain them. The 
campaign upon the Lunan of 1788, added lustre to the anns of 
Rntiia, and o«|^t to bare establisbed tbr erer 4m r ey ototi e n 
and fortune of tbe gallant officer to whose condnct wae mk- 
cesses were owing : — but anforftanatelj in Russia, more perhaps 
than elsewhere, every thing is governed by intrigue. Some 
political motives, I have reason to think, concurred in depriving 
Admiral Paul Jones of the fruits of his services : — he was 
tbo^riit to be |nrticttiar^ obnmnit to tbe En^b nation, and 
tbe idea of paying a serrile complinient to a power wbose ennaiy 
occasions dl tbe present embarrassments of Russia, indncad 
some leadinc: persons to ruin him in tbe opinion of tbe Empfefll 
by an accusation too ri(hculouj!. 

It would be needless to enter into details ; you have too 
much confidence in Admiral Paul Jones to doubt (he veracity of 
wbat be will personally comnranicate to you, and towidcb I 
refer yoo* 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

L. LiTTLEPAOC. 
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Ifitherlu llie reader has seen the Vice-Atinural Paul Jon<> 
chieily ID his iiaval characler. In another light, however, 
his bfe was not without interest. In bu visits to Paris, and 
during his slay in the ports «f Ffance and HoHand, Us cor- 
respondence with several of the fair sex, and some of them 
of the highest'distinction, demonstrates thnt he was not in- 
sensible to the charms of beauty and the dehj^hts of love. 
Judging him, in this njspect, by the ardor of a few of thost; 
with whom he communicated by letter, he would seem to 
have 1»een as successfiil in Us amatorjr career as be was in 
that on the ocean. He trittmphed as much in the affections 
of the ladies as he did in his contests with tlie enemy ; and, 
amidst tlie gay scenes of Paris, the political intrigues of 
courts, and the bustle of nautical preparation, he found time 
to sacrifice to tlie graces, and win the attentions of the sex. 
It cannot be doubted, that the fame of his actions contribu- 
ted to render him popular wherever he appeared^ and serv- 
ed as an introduction, not only to the houses of the ordinary 
class of wealthy citizens, but to the hotels of nobles and to 
the palaces of princoH. The French, always fond of glor>' 
could not fail to receive with a cheering welcome the gal- 
lant Jones wherever he appeared; and the author of this 
woife hat befere him the iadiibltable avidence, that, at Paris 
in particular, cards of cottriesy, of invitation, and notes of 
congratolation, poured in upon him im abon^ce. At, his 
lodgings, on his visits to emment personages, in the active 
pursuits of business, he was soHcited, pressed, and fairly 
forced into parties, recreations, and amusements of all sorts. 
The nobility and ecntry of Versailles were proud of his ac- 
qoaintance, and me women of ftsUos did not fUnk their 
aBsemUiei complete unless Jones moved in the cirde.^ 
From among many letters a sufficient number has beeitse- 
lected for pnblication to portray his influence with tte ftr : 

From a iMhf who wrote vmdar the mgmUwrt of Dsh'a. 
Pardon me, ohl my beloved, if I am indiscreet; but I am 

oppressed with fears, — fear-* which I felt at L , and which 

otiser^'ing thy extreme delicacy on this subject, I never dared 
to express to thee : but 1 am told that neither thyself nor thy 
crew nave yet been paid. In the name of that ard^ love, 
which consumes mc, write me if I can be use of to thee ; I have 
diamonds and efTects of all sorts, which may be readily converted 
into cash: command thy mistress; it wUl make her happy; 
her heart pants to fly to thy support. Twenty times, when in 



\hj arms, I iMiTe wiibed to speak to thee to tUa effeci,— bm 
iemd to ollMid tbee« AtHertmseo tluitcniel ev^BMfwtei 
1 expected to leave theei (but whksh wei ift er n MA m .tb«1»- 

nate for us,) at that moment when you pref^setl me to receire 
the object, of which you thought 1 would stand in need, hut 
which I cotild have done without, — how often did I execrate the 
Chevalier, who deprived ine of thy sight for at least two boiics, 
wlieiwoh! Ood! I ooooted erery insCant. Netlmig M 43bm 
hope of being beloved, gave me streiigtfi to tear mjseif from 
thee ; when 1 lost sight of thee, I was on the pmnt of espirii^ 
with despair. No ! nt^vor canst thou conrrive the horrible 
gtate, to which the most tender love reduced me : at that mo- 
ment, when thou badest me adieu, if thou badst known what I 
meitteted, it wovhl be?e chiUed iSbm with toitot;* Alwl 1 
tiioagfat that Ibehdd thee for tbefait tine, aiidl friahedtopiiM 
end to all HTf aufferings : death would have been aoefeptohte wbm 
I left thy arms without a hope of seeing thee tignin. Dear and 
adorable Jones ! what would I not give if thou rouldst rcmam 
but a little longer in France. Oh, God ! I am dying to rejoin 
tbea» aevec again to be separated ; but 1 feel an agonizing pi«-' 
MotiMit at ny heart, that t«Uf me that never ^in ihiB \ ha 
hieased withthyaight Heavens ! .It tics will forget me — beilifl 
cease to love me— he will hav»' the barbarity to forget my pa<- 
sionatc devotion : but no J his great soul is incapable of such 
cruelty ; and I rely as implicitly on his couatancy as on Hcareo 
itself. Excuse, dear love, this incoherent scrawl : the trouble 
emotions of my heart absorb all my ideas. Thod aifcesf mj la- 
dolgencc for thy verses ; adorable Jones! 1l6wd0ir j« Ay mo- 
desty to my heart ! but never lind any one TeS5 ciose for it; 
every thing belonging to thee is enchanting. Those incompara- 
ble lines, which portray so well thy noble mind and all its ele- 
vatioo, made me shied a flood of tears. Dear Jones ! thou art 
ime4|iMitod in thy {^rftotloos ; and nerer was mortol* limA ti 
thOQ Cft wiirthipped by my devoted heart. 

f haVe jast received, my dearest friend, your letter of 
1 8th. How grateful am I for that charming letter so full of ten- 
derness, which expresses so woll the most touching and delicate 
feelings ; every line paints a sentiment. Oh ! dearest Jones ! 
what be the joy, the transport of thy Delia, when 4is 
again bebolds tile aothor of those adorable Mtan I n^M^f 
consolation of which my grief is susceptible, is to rMive tliini 
to read them again and again — to tliink of thee — to contemplate 
thy picture ; and though it does not resemble thee, my fond 
imagination supplies its deficiency, and 1 sit for hours, my eyes 
\ bathed in tears, gazing on this faint resemblance of the XBBSt 

btloTOd of mcii,-*fphae my lM«rt, where thy cheiMied imi^ 
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is iodelibfy engraTen, is torn with despair at ihine absence. U 
has been impofrsible for me, iny friend, to write thee for some 
dajrs : 1 have been very ill — and arn yet extremely weak ; the 
various sorrows I have of late experienced, and. thy absence, 
tibB MverMt of then aU, have grMrtly ctnteiMMl to ib]f ^Mit 
I i idi ip u wtiwi 4 bvt I MiilMltop-«*tlunl» to thy iBMtimBhlelitlM, 
and the deficious assurances therein contained of oar reoniM 
and thy continued affection. Thou dost not mention the cause 
of thy long stay at L'Orient • 1 greatly fear that this detention 
wtU prevent thy return — at le<ist for a long time. If this happy 
loiter whoM dettinatioD I envy, gets to hand. beAve thy depar* 
tmergire me b«m iofimMtkm oa Hm nljeel.: tlw deep ad 
•iirtere fiafereititbich I feel in ett that conceras yev ri aw e 
prompts this request ; but if it is an indiscreet oee, do not 
gratify it. Adieu ! too dear and amiable Jones ; receive the 
vows of that ardent love, which will continue till the last mo- 
ment of my existence, and which offers the most fervent prayers 
that lnp|itaR8i aad aoBeeas may alm^ii attend tkee* Amnl 
adieu! 

Your letter of — which I received on Sunday, the 20th, 
lacerates my heart, and increases my despair I kissed with 
sad and concentered grief, the traces of thy precious tears, — and 
shed a flood of the bitterest drops that ever flowed from a 
breaking heart. I am oppressed with the weight of my sor- 
rows — and my mind is plunged in a chaos of doubts and fears. 
No ! never, 1 feel, never did I love until that moment, at once so 
dear and sefttal to m^fepose, whan Ate presented jao ta «y 
ravished sight ; that moment fited my deitniv ier erer. Tes I my 
tender and adorable friend ; on yon alone oepends that destiay ; 
- you alone have the power to make my happiness or misery. 
Pardon this frank confession, oh 1 my dear Jones ; and be per- 
suaded that deeming thee incapable of a mean action, 1 love, 
ealec BS, and even fnmeetthae : never otlMtrwisemild I bata ta* 
vealed thns freely au iky power over averj UeuUy of my bei^g. 
I adore thee I ^pain repeat ; and never did any other mortal pos- 
sess foch sway over my heart — this, my dearlmd only friend, is 
my pledge of faith ; 1 am thine — %nd thine only — rluring my 
whole life. Be, therefore, tranquil ; console thyself ; and let 
us hope that pitying Heaven will re-unite us, and watch over 
ilia lot of two beings, who leva fiulhlblly, and whose upright 
haarts deserve to be happy. Be carefin of thy life, and re- 
member that mine depends on it. I incessantly address myself 
to Heaven for your saife arrival in America ; if you are satisfied 
with that government, you will continue in its service ; if not 
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rcttigD, md fejoin yoor fiMifiil ftieiiil ; the wbole vrotld bente 
OMjr IbffMkt yoa mrt her bant ii etmayy yours : I swear illy 
that tacr«d flaM» whidrfrill oerar be ex&agukhecl in my bre«t 

You ask how you can render me happy ; — take care of yooT- 
self — love me — study the means of enabling us to pass oar days 
together ; and never forget that my lUe is bound up in yours, — 
and that the moment, which depovaama of you, will put mead 
to aU my miwriaa. Toor baaltb k daai^-taa thawwIlimM 
dearer to me than my own ; if you love me, do not M||^ittif» 
I have received your letter of the 16th, which increases B]gr 
eoUcitude on this point ; in the name of all that is sacred, take 
care of your precious self. Rely on my heart ; it is yoqrs — 
and nothioe can operate a change in its sentiments. I adore yoa 
for y ouraafir alone,— and it k that that yoa ehooM ba W a J . M 
I waa oapidile of tfainkiag otherwise, I would not suffer yon to 
depart, tuod to eipose your invaluable life. The thoagbts of 
your danger brings back all the weakness of my sex; ami I 
confess that my anxiety and frightful alarms for the object of all 
my wishes, will, without doubt, hasten my death. The terror 
and aolkitode that I feel for my lo?er are mdaacribaUa. Dear 
Jones ! adiea { I am forced to le«Te thee ; I cannot goon. Tbs 
Cfaerdier awarci you of his respect and friendly sentiments ; 
be sets out to-raorrow evening ; alas ! happier than his unfor- 
tunate sister, he will soon see you. God I she woqld wilhq|(f 
be the lowest of your crew. 

Six posts have arrived, and still no tidings from yoo ; mj 
heart sinks at the thoughts of so cruel a neglect. Are you fick ? 
or have you ceased to love me ? Oh God ! this idea cln\h my 
btaft No! Icamwt bdiepa you so harharaoi-, you e.xQnoi 
deaire my dealb. la it poasikia thai abaenca baa destroyed mj 
bafpiBaai ? Alas I if absence has deprived me of ym bamt, 
it is not thus with regard to my feelings towards you, since you 
are now a thousand times dearer to me than on that horrible A«j 
of our separation. Your letters, your assurances of attach- 
ment, the inclination of my heart ; all have contributed to aitt- 
meit my affwtiaB. But perhapa I moit rammnce Ar av«r m 
thoae fend hopes that bave induced me tocbariab life : b«t I vn^ 
he wrong thus to despair. Yea 1 1 am too sensitive ani ieAfel : 
the amiable and tender Jones is as faithful a lover ns he is a 
valiant warrior and a zealous patriot : all those rare qualities are 
united in the object of all my thoughts and affections ; to doubt 
bia ea a a t a ncy would be an injury — nav, a crime. Pardon, desr 
frkndy my apprehenatra tenon ; I will compel my ftnlinb bwit 
to be more tranquil. Judge of tbe eaeem of my loTe hgfWf 
agonizing dread of losing yonr esteem— your heart 
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These ieiters Irom Delia, it will be admitted, are in ra- 
Uier^an extravagant strain. Thej certainly discover a great 
excess of feeling, and if the effusions be not sincere, the 
writer mnrt have had an npcoininon frcaltjr of gpring reality 
to artificial eipnuions. 

Jones wrote ao afiectionate letter to OeGa after fab am- 
ytlm America; 

December 25, 1781. 

I wrote my most lovely Delia varimis letters from Phila> 
flelphia, the last of which was dated the 20th of June. On 
the 26th of that month 1 was unanimously elected by Con- 
pen to coanMnd the America of 74 guns, on the atodu, at 
rortsmonth, New*Haiiipihue. I ioperintended the boildiiig, 
which I fount! so much more backward than I expected, 
that a plan of operation I had in view Ip entirely defeated. 
I expected to have been at sea this winter, but the building 
doeB not go OB with the vigor I coaM wish. Since I cane 
tire I have not ibond a single good O|ipoitamty to write to 
Europe. I have not since heard from your rplation I left be- 
hiod, but suppose he is with the army- This situation is doubly 
irksome to me, my lovely friend, as it stops my pursuit of 
fconor as well as WVe ! It is now nore tinn twdre months 
fince 1 left France ; yet I have not received a single letter horn 
thee in all that time, except the one written in answer to my 
letter at taking leave. That one is a tender letter indeed, and 
does honor to thy matchless heart ! I read often and always 
irith tnmsport mmy chamfaif thinp tet ere «> well mc- 
piencd in thy letters ; but especially the last. Thy adieu has 
'n if all the finer feelings, blended with the noblest sentiments of 

heart ! Providence, all good and just, has given thee a soul 
worthy in all respects to animate nature's fairest work. I rest 
tkereme sere tlutt tktemet will not diminisb, hot r^fim the pfore 
ani i^otilest frieodsUp that binds our souls t(^atber, and Will 
over impress each to merit the affection of the other. Remem- 
her and believe my letter at parting;. It was but a faint picture 
of my heart, i will find opportunities to write, and be every 
thing thoo canst wish. My addrem is mAt cover to the Hon. 
Robert Morris, Esq. mhnsler of finance, Pfaiiadelpfaia. 

The men as well as the women wc^re infatuated witli the 
Chevalier. The annexed letter atfords proof of the flame 
which his reputatioB had kindled up, impelling indiridiials 
of fspfod iamibes and connenons to spek H>r cciebniy under 
his command: 



Sjk, 

Although 1 have not the honor of a personal acquaintance 
with you, the fame of your exploits, and the glory you acquired 
in your last engagement, induce me to ask a favor at your hands ; 
it is to grant me an opportunity of being a witness of, and a par- 
taker in your chivalrous adventures. Understanding that you 
are now at Dunkirk, where, without doubt, the desire of flying 
to achieve new conquests, will not suffer you to remain long ; I 
hasten to offer you my services. I hare the honor to request 
that you will receive me simply as a volunteer, in order that 
having no fixed post, I may be every where : I hare farther only 
to stipulate that you will admit me to your own table, and place 
me under your immediate command, so that I may satiate my 
eyes with the pleasure of beholding your courage, and at least 
imitate, for it is impossible to equal it. If I should be fortunate 
enough to obtain this favor, rest assured that you will always 
find me in the path of honor. I have been long in the service of 
my country ; but the reform which I have introduced in the 
corps to which I belong, leaves me at leisure to employ myself 
elsewhere. Having a passion for a sea-life, which 1 have already 
partially gratified by a voyage to the Indies, I am eager to make 
one or two campaigns. Since the moment when the fame of your 
glorious expedition spread through the world, I have wished to 
serve under your orders ; and seize the present opportunity to 
assure you, that, if you accept my proferred services, you will 
never have cause to repent it : circumstances of a very pecu- 
liar nature ^ender me very anxious to execute this intention. I 
vriW waive all mention of my family ; chance has thrown me in 
an elevated situation ; this is my only observation on this sub- 
ject If you design an expedition immediately, and will receive 
me in the number of those who are emulous to acquire glory 
under your command, have the goodness to write me, and I will 
immediately repair to the spot you may point out. 

I have the honor to be, &.c. 

• De Touriteville. 

On one occasion ^ lady declined his advances in the fol- 
lowing delicate manner ; although it would appear that she 
had induced them : 

Sir, 

I am grateful for the sentiments which you entertain for me. 
and it would give me pleasure to reply to them ; but I could not 
do so without deceiving a gentleman with whom I live ; and that 
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is what 1 am incapable oi doing. After thu^couiigiisionyuu must 
be aware of my way of tluiduDg ; and that what'i said yetterdi^ 
WMonlyiiieantio jest 

With all possible consideration, Sir, 

1 have the honor to be year affectionate servant. 

The tnnextd mite it latlier more eqohrocnl : 

Madame de H., kegi Mr. Jooea to pardon the liberty ahe 
takes in addfeaaiog him without. haTing the honor of bis ac- 
quaintance ; and requests a moment's conTeiiatioii with him at 
her apartments in the royal palace, or at the hotel of the Duch- 
ess oi' . She ajsks a thousand pardons if she should be 

the meana of giving hun any trouble at the moment of hb de< 
parture ; but be moat' not be astonished that all are esgsr to 
profit by thepreacntepportoni^ of seeii^ him. 

la one of ^ preceding letters, the enniptored Delift 
speskiof eertain verses of the Chevalier. AmoDg his pa- 
pers are those subjoined, which are, peihaps, the aame that 
the Uidy alluded to : 

I. 

^'heti Jove from high Olympus gioes 

, To Ida, and the fair below, 

All heaven luD«ats— bul Juiio shews, 

A jealoas a nds ap atior wo; 
In Tmin tobtrattpowVii givMif 

To female weakoaM ever dear; 
She scorns the sovereignty of heav'n, ■ 

iler God, her Jove, seems all to her ! 

II. 

Butwtien the Thunderer return*, 

Aod seeks his skies, (so liomer sings,; 
8oa flaiMa th* taapatiMit godtai boras ! 

She hMtes to mMt the Kiiif:oC kiagi: 

Bwifl as the lig^ht her chariot flies, 

Her swiftrr wishri fly before ; " 
Still joyous ia the miUdle-siues, 

She flMets the ftondHwanpriUny powV. 

fIT. 

IVuliftc nature feels th' embrace, 

8ttp)NiarbtoWQaMi|irail9 and flowVi, 
i^nag uf , h ia v Vi wears a brighter froa. 

And fngianeain profiimn ahdw^a. 

Ua 
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CelMtiAl raptures who can tell? 

Ours all divine I are only/ei/, 
What bold presnmptuous ttrain* Aall fwell. 

With tranfports ^lich tl>e gods can melt I 

IV. 

Thus when thy warrior, Ihoug^h no g:od. 

Brings FrtedomU standard o'er the main. 
Long abM?nt from thy blest abode, 

Casts anchor in dear France again ; 
O ! thou more heavenly ! — far more kind 

Than Juno, as thy swain than Jove, 
With what heart' s-trajisport, raptur'd mind : 

Shall utt approach on wings of love '. 

This is no unfavorable sample of Jones's poetical abiJi- 
ties. The sentiments are impressive, and in some d^rec 
sublime. The thoughts are comprehensive, and correspond 
with the vigor of his general character. It is apparent, from 
the original manuscript, that the Chevalier, in making love, 
was a truant, adapting his rhymes to situation and circum- 
stances. The fourth line of the fourth stanza is varied, so 
as to answer either for France or America : Thus, 

Cast anchor in dear France again," 

Is changed to, 

'* In fair Columbia moors again." 

This may be denominated the economy of versi&cation. 
It is a trick probibly often practised by more persons than 
Jones. 

Whatever may have been the devotion which Jones pro- 
fessed for the sex, it was obvious that ambition was the 
predominating passion in his breast, and that he even naade 
liis love affairs subservient to his desire of glory. The fol- 
lowing letter to a lady at court, just before his aeparture for 
America, contains a mixture of respectful salutation, and a 
solicitation of female influence in his behalf: — 

VOrient, August 6th, 1780. 

To A Lady. 
Madam, 

i had the honor to write to you on the 14th ult. but have not 
yet had the satisfaction to receive any of your letters since that 
time. This makes me fear you are now determined to punish me 
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for my former ailence ; yet I am frequently in doubt about this^ 
as I hope yon will shew mercy when you know that i repent ? — • 
1 send this by a certain conveyance ; aod will hope for the ho- 
nor of having a letter froii\ you III reluro. Present if you please 
mf belt iwpeeti to the Dake and Docbew ; I shall ever enter- 
tain the iMMt profound regard for that amiable princess, and be 
ambiHous to merit the continuance of her friendship. I add my 
address at Philadelphia, and depend on frequent letters from you 
while I am in America. The Court has a plan of mine respect- 
ii^ my future services to be asked of Congress by the Court. 
1 have the grtateat desire to gire the world norther pfooft of my 
grateful zeal for the interests of the King, the government, and 
this generoos^mioded nation, by my actions against the common 
enemy of France and America. Will you, dear madam, honor 
Die with your interest, that an application may be made by go- 
vernment to Congress, that 1 may henceforth, during the war, 
be employed m the moat actiYe and enterprising services. 
I am ever, with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect, 
Bfadamy 

Your moat oUiged and faithful servant. 

A friend bad written to the Chevalier, on tlie 30di of 
October, 1779, on the occnmi of that friend's maffrinee : 

" You have been reaping laurels, my friend, and i have been 
plucking roses, but your occupation is as much more glorioas 
than nune, as the welfore of a commmiity is more hnportant th an 
the happinem of an individual ; I think however, I have one ad- 
vantage over you, for mine has not been the work of destruc- 
tion, and I trust it will increase the species instead of diminish- 
ing them, and that you must allow is the ' cause of humanitij 
Id short, I am a married man, and my wife will be happy to 
number you among her friends. I return to Nantes from St. 
Ourmoin to-moirow morning, and as soon as I arrive 1 will 
write joa on mattifrs of business, at present 1 can think of 
nothing of that kind. 

Alas, poor Kichartl! we ought not, however, to regret so 
honorable an exit. Thank heaven you are preserved, and may 
another poor Dick shine i^oriously under your command. All 
Carope are praising yon eicept Eofl^and. 

The subjoined ]ett(;r to the Duke de Chartres, afterward 
Duke of Orleans, is in good style : 

Ariel, Groaix, September 22rf, 1780. 
His Royal Higness the Due d£ Chartr£s. 
Air fmNCE 

Two dty iIbco, Monsieur de Roberdean delivofcd me the 



340 



letter you did me the honor to write me from Fans the 18th oi 
last month. It will, my Prince, always aflford me ihe truert 
pleasure, when in power, to conform to your wishes hj ren- 
dering mv best terfieei to any person whom you ptew i» i«* 
coBneDa to my ttteotkm ; and Caploiii do Hobcrdg— wSM, I 
hope, be satiified witb my condoet towards him. No mm, mj 
Pnnre. ran be more nmhi(ion« to merit your e«tecm and protec- 
tion than myself ; for no man can admire and venerate you 
more as a gallant and good officer, or esteem you with a oiore 
heartfelt affection than, my Prince, 

Yoor most obliged, ite. 

The following to Dr. John Read, of Virginia, an ex- 
cellent specimen of the expression of genuine friendship in 
an instance of pecuniary inability to comply with the re- 
quest of a friend : 

VOritiU, Novmnker dA, im 

Dr. Read. 

I have, my dear Sir, to thank you for several favors lately re- 
ceived from you. 1 postponed my anawer beeaoae I banre Wan 
in daily expectation of retonii^ to AoMvica, bat OHnol bow- 
ever, omit the opportonity of your brother to iCfMinl yon M 

for these five years past military affairs have engaged my whole 
attci\fion. I am as much a «tranu;er to trade as if I had never 
been concerned in it. I have served as a volunteer in the 
American Revolution, and to this moment have neither received 
pa^ nor snbsistence from the public. My property io tbensDy 
prizes I took before I led America went through (he bands « 
ngent*^ who did great injustice to the captors ; and \t has ftince 
melted away by the depreciation of the Continental paper mo- 
ney. Gain has never been my object, and since 1 came to 
France hi^rd blows and honor have been my sole income. Jodge 
therefore, mv dear friend, if I am able to estabUsb a 1MB wr 
yon ?— I could not do it for myself because I want fimAi, and 
could not give the nece<:«ary security. If yon are detemteidto 
enter into trade I would advise you to buy bills Of exrhnnge on 
France from the Consul-General at Philadelphia. Send these 
bills to a good house here, with orders to ship the goods yon 
propose in very amall parcels by each of the fast-sailing vesseb 
that come hminimPhandalpinn» Mary la^^ Ita 
you will divide your risk, sod bare more neat profit than bv be- 
ing concerned in shipping and cargoes from America. Tbcae 
opinions I take from the best merchants here, therefore you 
can the better depend upon them. Present my best respect to 
Mrs. Read ; when I come to Virginia ^and have a moment to 
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spare from my public duties, I will with great pleasure pay you 
a visit. — Be assured it will ever give me happiness to be uaeful 
to you, when Ibrtinie putf ki my power the neant ; for ftnSj 
am, VHf dear friend, Yonr moat a£fectiooate, Ike. 

To general Washington, in August 1773, Jones wrote as 
follows : 

Passij, Aug. eth, 1778. 
Hia' Eicellency Gen. WASBUioTOir, Commander iu chief of 
the American Army) at bit head^quarten. 
■ HoNOREn Sib, 

Am the acene of war by sea is now changed from America to 

Europe, I have been induced to give up the command of the 
American ship of war Ranger, and to continue for some time 
in Europe, in compliance with the request of the minister of 
the French marine, in a letter to our ministers plenipotantiaiy 
at the Court of VerBailles. 

I wiH not btmde on your Excellency's time even by attempt- 
ing to pny you the ro:«pcct which you bo jtistly rommand. — The 
intention of this It tter is only to beg your h( ccptance of two 
epaulettes, with which it is accompanied, and which my friend 
nr. WnUanw, of Nantes, has undertaken to forward : — 1 ex-t 
yecieiii to hare had the honor of delivering this little present 
mto your own hands, but not having that satisfaction, if I can 
render you any acceptable cervices in France, I hope you will 
command me without reserve, bcmg with sentiments of perfect 
esteem, Honored Sir, yours, &c. 

The Chevaliers opinioDof the qimiifications requisite i& 
a ehaplaiti for liis ship, ig giv;en in a letter to Air. Grand : 

Extract of a letter to H. 6rand|. 

Patty, July 12(/t, 1778. 
In the selection of a chaplain, the following qnaUfications are 

deemed requisite. 

1 could wish biro to be a man of reading and of letters, 
who understands, speaks, and writes the French and English 
with elegance and propriety : for political leaaottl k wmdd be 
wen if^ie were a d cigya w u i of the Protestant profesaion, whose 
sanctity of manners, and happy natural principles, would diffuse 
unanimity and cheerfulness through the ship. And if to these 
essentials is added the talent of writing fast and in fair cha- 
racters, such a man would necessarily be worthy the highest 
confiklence, and might, therefore, assure himself of my esteem 
and friendship ; he shonld alwiQw have a place at my taUe, the 
regulation whereof would be entirely imaer his direction. 
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One of fait letten to MadiOB k Fayette, k in tfaew 



VOriaU, My 2Bth, 1780. 
Madame la M arqaiie db la Fatbttk, a Paris. 
Maoav, 

I am once more nearly ready for tlie sea. — If I ran in any 
respect render vou acceptable services, you know 1 have so 
noch eateem fUM reaped for yoarself, and so onach affectionale 

friendship for yonr husband, that yoii will I hope, command me 
freely. — 1 Expect to embrace the Marquh ;ibout the first of Oc- 
tober ; and it is not impossible — that we may return tog;*- ther 
to France. Believe me, 1 am, with great sincerity iuid regard, 

Madam, yoor moet obefient, 

To Madam the President de Ormoy, he wrote thus : 

Ariel, Road of Groaioc, Sept, 13, 1780. 
Madame la Presideate de Onjioy, &c. 
Madam, 

I cannot laaire France widMmt expreaaing bow mocb I feel 
myielf honored and obii^d by the generous attention that you 
have shown to my reputation in your Journal, I will over have 
the most anient desire to merit the spontimeous praise of beauty 
and her pen ; and it is impossible to be more grateful than 1 
am for the veir polite attentiona I lately receiTefl at Paris and 
Veiiailles. My particular thanks are due to yon. Madam, for 
the personal proof«i I have received of your esteem and friend- 
ship, and for the happiness you procured me in the society of 
tbe ebanning Countess and other ladies and gentieBwn of your 
circle. But 1 haTe a favor to ask of yon, Uatan, wfaicb I bopft 
you will grant me. You teU me in your letter, that the iiJl- 
stand I had the honor to present you as a small token of my es- 
teem, shall be reserved for the purpose of writing what con- 
cerns me. Now I wish you to see my idea in a more ezpsaded 
light, and would hmwe you make use of that ink-stand to inslract 
mankind and si]p|>ort the dignity and rights of huo)an oatOfe. 

I shall be happy in every part of the world to hear from yoo, 
and 1 beg leave to assure you, my best wishes will always attead 
yon and yours ; being, with the highest esteem and respect, 
Mialam, year asost obliged inend,lic. 

To ttie same lady he addressed another letter ou the IGtU 
of October, 1780. 

V Orient, October, 16, 1780. 
Madame la Presideute de Ormov, kc. 
By tbe eneloied dedbration of niy eAeeis yo« win see, my 
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liear Madam, lhat I was in a ticklish sitoation in ihe moineut 
wkOe JOQ were employed m wfiting to me the 9tfa. It is iai* 

possible to be nfore sensible than I am of the Q%Hgetioo confer- 
red on me by your attentions and kind remembrance joined to 
that of the belle Counress, your fair daughters, and the amiable 
ladies and seDtlemeD of ^our society. 1 hare returned without 
Imreb, ana whet is worse, wiUioot having been idbie to rente 
serfice to the gloriom cause of liberty. I know not why Nep- 
tune wa« in such anger, unless he thought it an affront in me to 
appear on his ocean with so insignificant a force. It is certain 
that till the night of the 8th 1 did not fully conceive the awful 
majesty of tempest and shipwredc. I can give you no just idea 
of the tremendous scene that nature then presented ; which 
surpassed the reach even of poetic fancy and the pcnril. I be- 
lieve no ship was ever liefore savo.d from an equal danger off 
the point of the Penmark rock^. 1 am extremely sorry that the 
young English lady yon mention should have imlnbed the oa- * 
tional hatred against me. I haVe had proofs that many'of the first 
andfidrcst ladies of that nation are my friends. Indeed I cannot 
imagine why any fair lady should be my enemy, since upon the 
large scale of universal philaotbropY, I feely acknowledge, and 
hesuA before the soTereign power of beanty. The English na> 
tion may hate me, but / rvtll force them to esteem me too. Yen 
have heard, no doubt, that Captain Landais and all the officers 
of the Alliance have been laid under an arrest by order of Con- 
gress, on their arrival in America, and the command of the Al- 
liance was given to die briiTe Captain Barry. By the latest ad- 
vices, I have no enemies in that vast country. I shall be happj 
to hear from you. Madam, while I remain here, and 1 assure 
you i will embrace every occasion to prove m^ grateful attach- 
ment to dlis beloved nation, as well as to my frienids in it. 

I an, with the highest esteem and respect, kc. 

On the 1 2th of December followiog, he wrote again to the 
same lady : 

Ariel, VOrient, Die. 12, 1780. 
Madame la Presidente dc Ormoy, &r. 
To merit, dear Madam, the praise so ^warmly and well ex- 
pressed in the letter joo did me the honor to wnte me the 2Sd 
nh., would be my supreme ambition. If I have any merit, it 
consists in good will and perseverance. My abilities are poor, 
and 1 want experience ; but opposition shall never cause my 
ardor to ^bate in pursoit of the glorious cause 1 have imderta- 
ken to support.. When I lecelTcS yo v letter 1 was again ready • 
ibr the sea, and luwe been waiting hisre with a ftir wind ever 
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MiiC€, eKpectiDg from hour to Iwiir the.amnl of If r^«ariade« 

Who brii^ the pnUic despatchei ^eom our ainifiter for Con- 
gress. In this situation, the boy you mentioned must have ar- 
rived here too late, otherwise 1 should, with great pleai»ure, 
hare received him under my protectioo. Mr. Goarlade is, i 
hear, arrifcd it Nmtei ; Ui-mon€^,i£ he appetn bsra,! alMB 
depart. 1 am much flattered by your liaiiag acoCioDed ■» to 
80 great a man as the King of Prussia — the world will C¥«r 
treat his opinion with the highest respect. It is iropos&ibW. for 
me to express the happiness 1 derive from your good opinioo, 
and how provd 1 fhall erer be to be foond worthy of your afiec- 
ttonate. meodahip. With these sentimenCa, and the moat pio* 
firand lepect, 1 am, Madaaa, yovia, 

To the CoonteM of Boufhoo, on the 3l8t of September^ 
1780| he tddnsMd himself in the following mminer, tn re- 
ply to one of her letten to him: 

Ariel, Road of Gtoais, Sept. 21, 1180. 
Bfadanse la Comtbssb de Bourbon, &c. 

Madam, 

I was honored with the very polite letter that your Lady- 
ship condescended to write me the dth of last month. I am 
sorry that you have found it necessary to refuse me the honor 
of accepting the deposit nmitioned in my last ; but am now de- 
termined to follow your advice and be myself its guardian. A 
day or two before I wrote to yon last 1 had received a chaUez^;e 
from Sir James Wallace, who in the Nonesuch, a ship of liie 
fine, copper bottomed and of superior swiflness, deckuxd Be 
waited in sig^t for my departure. Had I connumded an equal 
force I hope you will beUeve 1 would have employed my time 
otherwise than in writing you any proposition for the safety of a 
weapon that 1 should have hoped to use immeiliately with suc- 
cess* 1 have been detabied in this open road by contrary and 
stoimy winds since the 4th of this month. There is this mo- 
ment an appearance of a fair opportunity, and I will eageily 
embrace it. I have received a letter from the first minister very 
favorable to the project 1 mentioned to you ; and you may de- 
pend on my utmost interest with Congress to bring the matter to 
issue. I am sure thai asaembly will with pleasure say all your- 
self or the court could wish respecting the Count, if my scheme 
is adopted. I have the satisfaction to inform you that by the 
testimony of all the persons just arrived in four ships at L'Ofi- 
ent from Philadelphia, the Congress and all America appeared 
to be warmly my friends : and my heart* conscious of its own 
uprigjhtneM, telb me I shall be weD iecei?ed. Deeply aad 
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gratetiiUy impressed with a seane ol' the ubhgauon 1 one to you 
and yoor hmbaod's attentioiui and food wiihes md ardently de- 
siring to merit your fHeadship, and the lore of thii Mtion, by my 
wiioie conduct tlmngii Ufe, 

Iremaia Madam, yovr OMst obbged^ te. 

K. B. I will not fail to write whenever I hare any thine 
woith year reading— at the same time may 1 hope to he hoiieted 

now and then with a letter from yon, directed to Philadelphia t 

I was <;pltish in begging y^" "tKo mo in French, because 
your letter*^ would serve me bb an exercise. Your Kngtifh is 
correct aiid even elegant. 

To ft lady, whoae letten he had negleeted to anawery he 
wffoteaiaii apology thas: 

VOriet, July I4th, 1780. 

MA»Alf, 

When one is conscious of having been in fiiult I believe it is 

the best w;iy to confess it, and to promise amendment. This 
being my case with respect to you, Madam, I am too honest to 
attempt to excuge myself ; and tlieretbro cast myself at your feet 
and beg your forgiveness^ on condition that 1 behave better here- 
aAev. For shame, Paul Jones, how could yon let the fiurest lady 
ia the world, after writing yon two letten, wait so loog fiir an 
answer ! Are you so much deroted to war, as to neglect wit and 
beauty ? — I make myself a thousand such reproaches, and believe 
I punish myself as severely as you would do, Madam, were jrou 
present here. 

The tmih is, I have been willing that the eitraordiaary events 
that have taken place here with respect to the frigate Alliance 
shoold be communicated to you rather by others, than by my- 
self; for though, God knows, I have not been to blame for these 
events, yet I have felt rather ashamed that they should have 
happened : the more so as the cause has been rather of a deli- 
cate nature. 1 will mention it however to you. M. de Chaumoat 
bB to iSm moment, unjustly retained from these poor people 
eveiy sal, both of their wi^^ and shares of prizes. And same 
eavious persons found means to persuade them that I had con- 
curred with liini m these measures. Nothing can be more false, 
I despise his base conduct, and have not even spoken nor writ- 
ten to him on account of it : on the contrary to procure for the 
men who had so bravely served under my command, their 
jnst rights, was the only business that brought me to court in the 
month of May. If I had not at last been sent back here without 
the means of paying them, no difhculty would have happened. 

Xx 
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As it is 1 have the satisfaction to know that none ol' them hare 
complained of any ill treatment from me. 

I will write you often, and do every thing in my power to con- 
vince you how much I wish to merit your friendship, and with 
how much respect, and how profound regard, I have the honor 
to be. Yours, Lc. 

The subjoined con\ivial and gallant letter was written ta 
(he Marquis de Nieuil : 

Dauphin Royale, Brest, June 9th, 1778. 
The Marquis de Nieuil, 

Were I disposed to be affronted with you, Marquis, you have 
^ven me a fair opportunity ; but fortunately for you, being at 
present under a cloud, 1 am not mounted on Pegasus, nor shall i 
be satirical in prose. 

Since you have endeavored to prove by great force of reason 
and ailment that you have made a bad bargain, 1 am determined 
to realize your " dream," as a punishment for your breach of 
friendship, for you know there is no friendship in trade. I intend to 
dine with you every day, if possible, and 1 will bring with me, too, 
father John if I can, so that as you will not save your wine, you 
have made a bad bargain indeed. 

I thank you for your friendly caution to use the wine you have 
sent me with moderation. As I am to drink so much on board the 
Dauphin, and as I do not incline to drink in the morning, your 
advice shall have its due effect. Some of your champaign will, 
^rhaps, be reserved to make glad the hearts of our American 
fair ; and I hope, on such occasions, to have so much *' remem- 
brance" left, as to propose the health of the giver. 

I am, &c. 

In the following lines another metrical effusion of Jones 
is presented for perusal : 

Verses written on board the Jilliancc off" Uahant^ the \sl day of 
January, 1780, immediately after escaping out of the Textly 
from the Blockade of the British JUets ; being in anrwer to a 
piece written and sent to the Texel by a yoitng Lady at the Hague. 

I. 

Were I, Paul Jones, dear maid, " the King of sea," 

I find such merit in thy virgin song, 
\ coral crown with bays I'd give to thee, 

A <«f»r which on the waves should smoothly glide along . 
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The Nereides all about thy side should mitt 
Ami gladly sing^ in triumph of thy state 
ViVAt, virat, the happy virgin muse ! 
Of Ubntf tfie ftiand, who tyrant power patninr 

II. 

Or, happier lot! were fiur C^^ombia free 

From British tyranny, and jmOh itUl mine, 
r d tell a teoder tdo to one like the* 

With looks and breast as pure as hen — or thine; 
If she approved my flame, distrust apart, 
JLike laiLhful turtles, we'd have but one heart ; 
Together then we'd tuue the silver lyre, 
Ao love or nered fre e d om tbonld oor lays ia«pir». 

nr. 

li ut suteOt sl» • the rage of war prcrail!-, 

And emel B^MM deiolato oor land, 
For Freedom etill I epreed my wflliBf mils. 

My unsheathM sword mj ooontry shell command. 

Go on, bright maid ! thn mn?e?i all nttrnd 
Genius like thine, and wi«h to be its iHend. 
Trust me, although conveyed through this poor shift. 
My New-Tear's thoughts are grateful for thy gift. 

A ]QttoT from a Captain O'Connelly to the Clicvalier will 
divert the reader. It proves at once the popularity of 
Jones, and the embarrassment of the Captain, a worthy 
Irishman, it is presumed, who was mistaken for him : 

RaUtrdan^ Dee. 17(4, 1779. 

My Dear Commodore, 
1 am sincerely sorry I could not have the happiness of seeing 
you before setting off from the Holder. HeviBg hut little mo- 
ney to perform a Ioq|g joumev, obliged me to benefit of an oc- 
canon that offered in the cheap way to Amsterdam. Yoa*ll 
easily conceive my reason for quitting, although I take nothing 
from the merit of Mr. Chamillard, yet, I thought myself too 
much advanced in years to be under his orders, besides, I per- 
ceived proceedings that were not agreeable to me : and hope 
TOO doBt take the step that I have taken amiBs. BeKeve me. 
Sir, that if I had the honor of bemg embarked with yon, I 
would not quit you before the campaign was decided one way 
or the other. 

If I have no other advantage by the cruise I have made, I 
am amply recompensed by being conducted by crowds of aJ) 
ranks, through the streets in ereiy town I come to in this cenn- * 



348 

try ; and can*t dissuade them but I am the brave PaulJones, bu- 
tjicy will absolutely persist in tbeir opinion, notwithstanding all 
the proofs I can allege to the contrary. When 1 show them my 
passport, they tell me 1 make use ot a tktitious name, »o that i 
suppose they will make me believe at last, 1 am yoo. 

If in case yov shonid come into France to arm for the oeit 
year, and that you shonid have occasion for one in my way, I 
beg you may let mo know, and you may depend 1 will jom voii 
on sight. You'll be sure of findiii^; nie, by writing to M irquis 
de Braneas, Lieutenant General et Cordon blue in rue Tour- 
Beau, F. S. G. Paris. As 1 have some demands to make of the 
minister, and as Dr. Franklin coald be of use to me on tbe oc- 
casion, you will greatly oblige me, if yoo will be so kind as lo 
solicit hun in my favor, if you think you can do it without pot- 
ting yonr«elfund«'r any obliE^.itions to him ; for I would hp verv 
sorry to think that on loy account, you ^huulfi liurt yotjr deli- 
cacy in the least. If otherwise, and that you shouKi thmi me 
worthy your remembrance, I will alwaya esteem it as the peet- 
est faror as long as I have the honor of being your moat defoled, 
humble, and obedient servant, 0'Coiibbu.t. 

P. S. If you should honor me wttb a few Itaea, mgr nddim is 
au Caff^e Conty, F. 8. G. P.iris. My sincere eoB^rfaneBlSf if 
you please, to your gentlemeQ in general. 

In the course of his correspondence with one of the most 
distinguished citizens of America, who was at Paris in 1787, 

the Chevalier unveiled a court secret. He was, at that time, 
in New- York, and wrote under date of tbe4tb of $q»teiiiber 

of that year: 

(Private.) Neuh-Yotk^ SqL 4, mi . 

His Excellency Thomas JsrvBESoir, Esq. 

Sir, 

i am much obliged to you for the letter from Madam T 

flhicli yov fi»nra«led by the Jnne packet. I now take the 
fibetty to. enclose a letter for that worthy lady ; and w 1 had 

not the happiness to introdnoe you to her, (because 1 n-ifbcd 
her fortune to have been previously established,) I shall now 
tell you, in confidence^ that she is the daughter of the late K*** 
and of a lady of quality ,on whom his M****** beslovv<Hj a very 
large fortune ou her daughter's account. Unfortunately tbe 
ftthevdied while the daughter (his greet fmrarito) waa 
yoong ; and the mother has never since shewn her either jus- 
tice or natural affection. She was long the silent victim of that 
injustice ; but 1 bad the pleasure to be instrumental in putting 
her in a &ir way \» obtain redress. Uis preseat Jli«*««** r«- 



ccifcd her lait year with great fcia d p ei c : he gave her ailei - 
ward seTcr.il particular aurliences, and said he charged himself 
with her fortune. Some thing:»» were, as I have understowl, fixed 
OD, that depended 8oiel^ on the K*** ; and he said he would dic- 
tate the justice to be rendered bv the mother. But the letter 
you sent me, led the feeling author all in tear? ! Her friend— 
her protectress — lier introdurtre«<! to the K***, was suddenly 
Head ! >he w;is m despair! ^^he lost more than a mother 1 A 
lo8«, indeed, that nutbing can repair ; lor fortune and favor are 
Berer to be conpared to tried rriendahtp. I hope, howeTer, 
she has gone to visit the K*** in July, agreeable to his appoint- 
ment given her in the month of March. I am persuaded that 
he ivoiild receive her with additional kindnfss. and that her loss 
would, in his mind, be a new claim to his protection j especially 
08 he well knows and has acknowledged her superior merit and 
just pretensions. As 1 ieel the greatest ooncera for the situation of 
this worthy \ai\y, you will render me a great favor by writii^ 
a note, requesting her to call on y)n, nn you have something to 
communicate from me. When t>he comes, be so good as to deli- 
ver her the within letter, and shew her this ; that she may see 
both my confidence in yon and my advice to her. 

1 am, with the highest esteem. Sir, yours, &c. 

The latter part of the life of the Chevalier Jones was 
spent partly io Holland and partly in France. He ^ed at - 
I^ris, of water in the chest, on the 1 2th of September, 1 799, 

and although a Calviiiist his funeral was attended by a de* 
putation of the National Assembly, and an eloquent Oiatioa 
pronounced over his tomb by M. Marron. 

The following is the last Will and Testament of the Che- 
valier, accompauied with schedules of the property which 
be]oogc4 to hini at the time of his death : — 



KXSMrLlFlCATION. i Before the under-written Notaries at PariF, 



w«>v».«^v^wvfc%»/%^%^va in body, bat of sound nnnd, memory, judgment, 
and understanding, as appeared to us, the nnder-written Notarie?, by 
his (Bsconrsa and oonvanation,— who, with a view to death, did make* 



[translation.] 



July 18ft, 1792. 



TSSTAMSHT OF 



PAUL JONES. 
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cipeuk, atul dicuie to the said underwritten Notaries his Testamenf. 
asfbUowfttowit:— > 
I ^vt and baqaeafth all the propeitjr, moveable and imimwraaMe, 

and other property generally whatsoever, which shall bolonj^ to me 
on the day of my decease, m whatever countries the same may be 
situate, to mv two liiteiv, Jane, wife of WiDiam Taylor, and Maiy, 
wife of Mr. Loudon, and to the children of my said sisters, to be dlin'^ 
ded into as many shares bp my said sisters and their childn?n shall 
form individual persons, and the same to be enjoyed by them the 
Ihllowing mann T, vii;— My aiiters, and such <^ their children as riudl 
have attained the age of twenly-one years, nhall enjm their respect- 
ive shares in full and property from the day of my decease : As to 
such of my said nephews and nieces as, on the day of my decease, 
shall not nave attamed the age of twenty -one years, their mothers 
■hall eiQoy their respective shares until they shall have attained the 
■aid age, charpod with the board, maintenance, and education of the 
■aid children ; and as my said nephews and nieces shall respectively 
attain the age of twenty-one years, they shall enjoy their respective 
dharee in full and abeolute property. 11 one or more of my said ae- 
phews and nieces Hhal! happen to die without issue, and before attain- 
ing the a^e of Iwenly-one years, the share of such of them as shall 
80 have died, shall be divided between my ^aid sifters and my other 
nephews and nieces, by equal portions. 

I appoint the Honorable Robert Morris, Esq. of Philaddphia, my 
sole testamentary Executor. I revoke nil other testaments and codi- 
cils which I may have made anterior to the present, in which alone I 
penfak, as contauiing my laafc will. - 

It waa thoe done, apoken, and dictated by theaaid Tealalorto the 

said under-written Notaries, and aflerward to him by one of them, 
the other being present, read, and read apain, which he declared weD 
to understand and persist therein, at Pans, the eighteenth day of July, 
in the year one thoinand aeven hnndred and ninety4w«K at dve oy-iock 
in the afternoon, in the apartment above-deecribed ; and the Testator 
lias signed on the minute of these presents remaining with M. Pettier, 
one of the under-written Notaries, in the margin of which is written, 
Becorded at Paro, the twenty-Mh day of September, 179t, the fnC 
year of the Republic, in the sixtli Offiro. Received one hundred 
Tivres, provisionally, the duty to be hereafter finally aettled^on the 
declaration of the revenue of the Testator. 

De FnaNCB, 
Barvibr Pottibr. 

Philadelphia City and Cotmti/, «v. 

These are to cerlity, that the foregoing is a true copy ftom a traoi- 
Jatian of a eeitain inatniment of writing, written in the Fteneh hdK 
goage^ filed and remaining in the Register^ Office at Philadelphia. 

Given under the seal of office this trnih day of No- 
fSsAL.] vember, la tiie year of our Lord one thousand 
■even hundred and oinety-^oven. 



SthdMt tki Fnpertif ^ Admiral John Paul Jmti, OB MM km 

to me, this im of July, 179«. 

1. Bank Stock in the Bank of North AmericA, ftt Pluladelplua,guc 
thousand dollars, with sundry dividends. 

2. Loan Office Certificate, left witll my fiieod Jolin tta— , nf Phlff- 
dclphia, for two thousand dollars* at ppr» wttb giett •mtngw of ni- 
terestt beinf for 10 or 12 years. 

3. Such Mtlance as may be m the handa of my aaid friead Jbla 
Ross, belonging to me, and sundfy eflbcta left in liitcaits 

4. My land« in the state of Vermopt* 

5. Shares in the Ohio Company. 

6. Shares in the Indiana ComfMoy. 

7. About J£1800 sterling due to me from Edward Bancroft, unlOBB 
paid by him to Sir Robert Hemes, and is then in his hands. 

8. Ujpwaraa of tmr yean of my pension due from Deattaii^ to be 
asked trom the Count de Bemsturf!* 

9. Arrearages of my pay fkom the Empfoss of Ruasia, and all niy 
prize-money. i 

10. The balance due to me by the United States of America, of 
anndry claims in Europe, which wDl appear fimn my pipeis. 

This is taken from his mouth. 

OoTcmrcvR Morris. 

This Is to certify those whom it may concern, that the fI)lIowing 
papers and vouchers belonging to the estate of the late Commodore 
JOBB Paul Jonaa, are left in my hands, iriien any of the property ii 
raoofored, or payment obtained, to be accounted for to his heirp, ac- 
OOfdlBg to his last Will and Testament, agreeably to the copy left 
with me: 

Major WiOiam Treats deed ftr 900 abaraa in the ladiaBa Com- 
pany. 

Robert Morris^ note, at 12 months, for «^3332 18, with interest, at 
6 per cent., dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

Robert Morris's note, at 2 years, for ^3332 18, with interest at 6 
per cent., dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

AImh a certificate for 67 shares in the Pennsyfaraaia Property Com- 
pany, deposited as a collateral aeewity in the paynent of the two 
notes above*mentioned. 

Ten certificates. No. fStI a tSSO, for ^300 each, dated the 10th of 
July, 1777, at 4 per cent, interest. Inten>t paid till 1781. 

Two certificates. No. 598 and 599, tor ^400 each, at 6 per cent, in- 
terest, dated the 26th of June, 1779. 

Two certificates. No. 885 and 888, fi>r J400 each, at 8 per cent. 
. each, dated the IJjth of August, 1779. 

One hundred and forty^eeven old Continental dollars and lawful 
money. 

Richard Platte receipt Sxr 5 shares hi the Ohio Company, for |5000 

in certificates, and ^50 epccie. 

Also, a number of letters, accounts, journals, log-books, &c., witii 
variooB other papers, are supposed to be of ootahie. 

BOBKRT HTfLOP. 

New- York, Augoat lOtb, 1797. 
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p. 1^. Likewue received at the nme time* John G. Fnuuer^ biii <m 
Wiliiaai Frazier, Virginia, dated Bomimnx, IheMth of March, l T79, 
iir £Wt Vb^mUk cnmncy, ut lO days sight, to be paid in Loan O^^ 
fice certificalea, bearing interest from the 1st of Novemher, 1717*— 
wiufih hUl VM presented the 30th of August, 17U1, and refused. 

ROBHIT HtSLOP. 

As every thing relating to the Revolutionary period must 
be interesting to the Ainerican public, and there bem^ a 
mass of correspondence between the Chevalier Jones and 
a number of the moflt dbtinguiahed men of that daj, not in- 
duded in the preceding life and character, we have though 
fliat U would be historicallv osefal to publish a pact of thoa, 
in aooneoKieB with his iife, hy way of appeadis. 

APPENDIX. 

" Marine office, Philadelphia, Sept. 30l/i, 1784. 
The Chevalier Paul Joiisa, Paris. 
Sm, 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of yonr several favors of 
26th of December, 13th of April, and 18th of June last. I 
have to reproach mj^self for not making an earl^ reply to the 
fint ; but 1 was so niich harrassed «b^ I received it that f 
ooald DOt fiad an opportDial|. Afterward I lived in the daUy 
expectation of making my personal acknowledement, but since 
ymir stay in Europe has been delayed beyonrl either your ex- 
pectatioD or mine, I now take the last opporttimty which I fibail 
ever have of expressing my sentioBents ofdaKy M\f(m thezsel, 
adhiijft fwHiitde <md imttttigence, which you have exhibited en 
so many occasions in the service of the United States. Accept, 
I pray you, Sir, this last feeble testimony which I can pre, and 
which, however unequal to your deserts, is at least exprej^sive 
of that respect aod smcere esteem with which 1 have the hea^r 
to be, Ik. 

R* Mdmds* 

Pam, Fehntary 27*, 178$. 
Mr. Vavl Johbs, CoauDodore in the Navy of (he 0. States* 

Sir, 

1 have received with much gratitude the mark of confidence 
which yon have given nie« and I have read with great eagerness 
and pleasure that interesting relation. 

My first impression was to desire you to have it published, 
but nfter haying read it I perceive that you had not written it 
with a view to publication, because there are things in it which 
are written to we King, for whom alone that work was intended. 
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However, actions memorable as yours are, ought to be tnatit* 
koowD to the world by an authentic journal publishetl in your 
9wn name* 

I eametdj btreat you to woi% at it m loon as your affairs 
will allow Y^n ; and in th<^ moan-time, I hope tluit the Kin^ will 
read this ir orA- with that attention which he owes to the relation of 
the services which have been rendered to him by a person $(k cele- 
hraUd, 

I beg you to be persuaded of the lin^re attachment with 
which 1 have the honor to be, tic. Malssiixmbs. 

Pom, JoiMiary 1st, 1786. 
His Moit ChriitiiD Mi^ly Lovtt, King of France, &c. 

Sire, 

History gives the world no example of such generosity as thai 
of your Majesty towards the young republic of America ; and I 
beUere there nerer wai a more flattering compliment shown bj 
a Sorerdgn to his aDies, than when your Majesty determined to 
am and support a ?quadron under the flag of the United States. 

Words cannot express my sense of the preference I obtained 
when your Majesty deigned to make choice of me to .command 
that squadron. 

Your Majesty has as much reputation for knowledge and the 
desire of information, as yon have for wisdom and justice ; but 
besides that consideration, 1 conreived it to be my duty to lay 
before your Majesty an account of my conduct as an officer, 
particnlarly from the date of the afliance between yonr Majesty 
and the United States. As yonr Ma|esly underBtands English, I 
have perhaps judged ill by presenting extracts of my journal iti 
French ; my motive was to give yoor Majesty as little trouble as 
possible. 

Accept, Site, with indulgence, this confidential offsring of 
my gratitude, which is an original written Ibr yonr particular 

information. 

It has been and will be the ambition of my life to merit the 
singular honor conferred on me by your Majesty's Brevet, 
dated at Versailles, on the 98th of June, 1780, whida says, *<Sa 
Majesty voulant marquer au J. Paul Jones, Commodore de la 
marine de Etats Unis de 1' America, Testime particuliere qu*elle 
fait desa personne, pour les preuret de bravoure et d'intrepiditc 
qu'il a donneer et qui sont connue de sa Majesti(5, clle a juge a 
propofl de rassocier i l*uNtitntion du M^Hte militaire, Ice.** 

The Congress of the United States has, with great jastice» 
styled yonr Majesty ** The protector of the rights of human 
nature." 

With the onler of military merit your Majesty conferred oh 

Y y 
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me H gold sword : an honor which I j)rc3Uiue iiu other oilujer 
has received ; and the protector of the rights of human na- 
ture" will always find me ready to draw that sword and expose 
Bj life fi>r hit Mrfke. 

I am, SKre, with the truest gratitude 
Tour If ajeity't inoit ohhged and detoted servant, 

Favu inu* 

Pfeotaotorof Air SntdomH rigfats, 
Loin, thj niiaea plMM thy God 1 

The good man in thy praise deU^hts, 

And tjrrants tremble at thy nod. ^ 

Thy people's iather, lov'd to well, 

May time respect ! When thou art gone 

May «a«b isMT ytar qC bisCMy tan. 
Thy Mu, with lustra 611 Ibj throne. 

For the purpose of perpetuating the names and rank of 
the American naval heroes of the Revolutionary War, the 
following authentic hst of the commission oihcers, is insert- 
ed ID tlua work : 

CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS. 
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OF 

COMMODORE JOHN PAUL JONES. 



The incidents in the life of tibeCheyalicr John Paul JoDes, 
at &r u the papers in the poBsesnon of the author, and in- 

formation from respectable sources will explain and estabVisb 
them, have been faithfully recited in the preceding pages. 
It only remains to draw £rom them ibe features of his cha- 
racter. 

It appears to the writer of this volume, that tliere is a pre- 
valent mistake in estimating the merits of sincular or extra- 
ordinary men. They are measured by a staniud aomewliat 
like tliftt of ProcmtteB, to correspond with which, those who 
were too long were cut shorter, and those who weve too 
short were stretched to a greater length. If an indi?idiial 
who has distinguished himself in literatare, in science, in (he 
art?, in the amiirs of state, or in arms, does not exhibit ail 
the virtues of which human nature in its varieties is capa- 
ble, he is pronounced defective, and condemned according- 
ly. On the contrary, where the partiality of friendship or 
admiration would make a character^ and the materials are 
inadequate to the structure, the individual is raised beyond 
his IcTel by praises for frivolous qualificattons, which, as they 
relate to human actions, are utterir insignificant* 

The memorjr of the Chevalier John Paul Jones does not 
require any thing more, to ensure its perpetuation, than a 
just representation of his achievements. There was nothiug 
artificial about him : every thin^; was natural ; and whether 
he was addressing himself to Conj^ress, to kings, nobles, or 
citizens, he uniformly manifested the same, frankness of dis- 
position and resolution of purpose. We do not expect to 
find absolute perfection in him or in any other man. The 
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tempeniDMil wbich bekmeed to Um, the tpiiit of adveiitiut 
bj.idiich he was impelled, his careless indillhraocd to the 
aecmnolation of wealth, preciselj in the proportion that 
they existed in him, were indispensable to form John Paul 
Jones. Every being acts agreeably to the constitution of 
its nature ; and it would be just as absurd to look for a con- 
templative philosopher in the bustle of busioese, or a daring 
Da?al coBunander id the ordinary pursuilB of civil life, as to 
seek for a gently puriiog atrea^ in the crater of a vokaiio. 

Of the birth, parentage, education, first associations, and 
early avocations of Jones, but little is known. That his 
rise in the world, whatever of fortune he had acquired and 
knowledge he had obtained, were principally owing to his 
own personal apphcation and exertions, is apparent. That 
hewaa no novice when he entered the Amencan aerriee, la 
equally manifest. That he UDderstood the method of ad- 
vancing his own interests, is also evident. But there is this 
distinguishing trait in his character, which at once places 
him in the class of great men — his schemes for preferment 
were always founded upon considerations of accruing na- 
tional beneiits. Tlius, when he insisted on his seniority of 
rank in the United Stdea from the date of his original com- 
mission, he claimed it aa well from Ua ^cieocy as an offi- 
cer as from that circumstance : When, in France, he re> 
quested an independent command, he urged it upon the 
ground of his capacity for rendering more essential services 
than others to the common cause, and appealed to facts 
which DO one coald deny : And in Russia, where his nauti- 
cal iidll wis so conspicttoaa, and bis gallant behanonr against 
tbe Tuiks so heoeficial to the Empress, he merdjy wapA for 
the reward to which his conduct entitled htm* 

Although not peculiarly trained to the usages of courts, 
he was obviously a courtier in no small degree; for at Paris 
and Versailles he commonly carried his points against the 
intrigues of disciphned intriHuers. He badiled the petty ar- 
tifices of his rivals more hy his eneiigy, and utility of his 
plans, than by finesse and conning. He had, neferthdess, 
a native shrewdness which was not easily foiled. The vi- * 
vacity of his temper did not qualify him for prolonged nego* 
tiatious ; for, in his correspondence, as well as in combat, 
he was eager to grapple with his adversary, and to bring the 
question at issue to a termination as speedily as possible. 
He was impatient when oat of employment^and notwith- 
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slaiidiiig tliai he \v;ls, in his moments ol" leisure, disposed tu 
be convivial, and occasionally indulfj;ed in the pleaj^ures oi' 
society, it was more to relieve himself from the uneasiness 
of laissitude tiiau from aoj positive inclilMitkMi to j^rodigali^ 
or dissipattOD. The same actiYitj of mind that rare— nttj 
urged hitn to seek for new enterprises, inade hun resHeit in 
port, led him to the sodal boara, or the society of the ftsr 
gex. Fnn'tful in expedients, he was never at a loss for a 
fresh project in which his tajents might shine. Returning 
from the Bahamns, he wrote to his friends in Congres^i. 
pressine; them to confide to hinf some now expedition : when 
m France, his various propositions to the Minister of the 
Marine shewed the fertility of his genius ; at the close of UK- 
war of the American revolution, he soon found occupation 
in the fleet of Catharine ; and when that scene cMei apoo 
him, he had fait eje fixed on an adrentore aghast tfie A^e- 
rines* He was, emphatically, a man of Mfion; and, mi, 
of writing, lie was indefatigable in recording not only Mi 
deeds but lib sentiments. He seemed (o abhor indoloiee; 
and every hour that was not strictly devoted to the acqnisi- 
tion of glory appeared to make him unhappy. 

There is reason to believe, from the frequent alten nlion? 
in which Jones was euiia^cd, tlmt he was fond of supreme 
command, and that he did not bear with the best grace the 
dictates of a superior, or even the advice of an equal. Hh> 
wealmess was that of selfishness in aU that relates fopenonal 
fiune. Bat who, in this respect, is not seififlli? SSncere in 
finendship and intense in animosity, his fecV\ngs were ex- 
pressed in strong ^nd nneqaifocal termfi. These, gaining 
currency, were seized upon to his disadvantage; and his 
enemies, who could not dispute his bravery, continually 
thwarted his purposes, by representing him as a person bet 
ter qualified for the command of single ships tlian of squad- 
rons — better suited to execute than to direct an enterprise. 
The difficulties which he had to encounter with regard to 
prize-money, embroiled him with M. le Ray de Cbaumont. 
wimhad been his finend and patron, and wiOi wfaon he lad 
been upon the most intiiaate terms* This unhappy difer- 
eoce arose chiefly from the different views wfaidi the parties 
took of the same transactions, and was probably precipita- 
ted and continued by the impetuosity of Jones. The Che- 
valier was hurt at the eqmltti/ which the '■'Concordat'*'^ pre- 
scribed betw^n himself and the other captains in the squad- 
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ion whose cruise terminated in the capture of the Serapif, 
That equahty wounded the sensibility of Jones, and inter- 
fered with his predominating passion for renown. It is 
known to the author, from a letter dictated by Dr. Frank- 
lin from a bed of sickness, dated at Philadelphia, in No- 
vember, 1 789, to the elder M. le Ray de Chaunaont, that he 
did not regard the latter in the same un&vorable li^t that 
JoDea did. Jn that letter, after the close of the ueyolatioii- 
ary war, Dr. Franklin sp^ks to his old acquaintance as the 
friend of America ; a language which he undoubtedly would 
not have hvh\ had M. le Ray de Chaumont been guilty of any 
thing improper concerning the prize-money alluded to, or 
of any thing dishonest touching the American cause. It has 
been verified to the author, in a manner which leaves no 
room for doubt, that iM. le Ray de Chaumont, until tlie time 
of his death, ente^incd for the Chevalier John Paul Jones 
the most sincere esteem, duly valuing his great feculties, but 
perceiving lOcewise the impmections of ms temper and his 
unbound^ tfairst for 1^017, whioh sometimes misled his 
judgment. 

Had Jones been bom within the limits of the United Ame- 
rican Colonies, or been a native of Fnince, he would per- 
haps have risen to a L!;i erit( r lieight of authority than he did 
in either rountr}'. lie would not have arrived at greater 
honors ; and the command of the America, 74, which was 
assigned to him by the unanimous vote of Congress, was 
piobably as high a distinetfon as anj that an Amenean naval 
officer could at that time have aspired to : Indeed, it is one 
of the highest naval trusts in the gift of the government of 
United States at this time. 

Jones displayed his ruling passion in other instances than 
those of a warlike character. He had his bust taken, and 
distributed casts of it to a number of American gentlemen 
of high standing; and especially to General Washington, 
John Jay, General Irvine. General St. Clair, Mr. Ross, Mr. 
Thomson, Secretary of Congress, Colonel Wadsworth, James 
Madison, and Colonel Carrington. The hosts were made 
bv M.*Houdan, of Paris. In me medal voted to him by the 
CJongress, he was also very particular. In giving directions 
for its execution, he declared thtft he would nave none strack 
but in ^Id. 

The influence of Jones's achievements in Europe was 
very considerable* Uis firmness whilst lying in the Te:(cl. 
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the ability with which he conducted himielf in thit ciiticil 
situation, and the impression which his captare of the Sent* 
pis had made, had an effect on the dcHberations of the State 
General of Holland, and hastened their resolutions in Hivor 
of the independence of the United States of America. 

Whilst in the command of a squadron in Europe, Jones 
had treated the Danish flag with much respect. When he 
visited Copenha^n this courtesy was recollected ; and the 
Goort of DeMm iubeeqiaeDti)' gnmtei Mm a yearly pen- 
tkn of fifteen iModredrii-doUan. Atfintliedidiiottooch 
this flipeiid, bat hit aiaifB hSSSmg into lome emberrraaMly 
he accepted it ; not, however, willioiit the priTlty, and it if 
Pltwmed the tssent of his own gorenimeDt. Had his a0airs 
been in a more prosperous train, he woaldy in all piofaaMi- 
ty, never have apphed for it. 

In his letters to Lady Selkirk will be perceived the gene- 
rous delicacy of a noble mind. He could not restrain the 
cupidity of his men j but he did what it remained in his 
power to do : he mlQied the plnnderedplate, at the expense 
of hit private purse* Alexander tfie Ureat himself, never 
performed a more liberal action. 

On the whole, the Chevalier John Paul Jones was a man 
of strong natural fitcnhies; of a good English education ; of 
an ardent temperament ; of a quick penetration ; of a finn 
and daring courage ; with an incUnation to literature, an 
extraordinary ambition, a restless activity of soul, an indiT- 
ferencc for money, a heart that felt for the distress of hi^s 
fellow creatures, a snirit that would neither give nor \)rooV 
an msult, and a philanthropy coextensive with the ^\oho. 
Ho delkhtod in beine considered an American citizen, but 
was fftttlmore pleased wi(fa being known as the friend of the 
Inamn race, and as the enemy of its oppiesson* 

*' Glory 1 Immortal glory, was his g;oal, 

y On which he &x'd his foad unerring^ eye ; 

It atnr'd hit am; it wum'd his inmoal aoul ; 
It tMiglit bim iMw to Jivs, and Iww to dtew** 

RonaT T. Smos, C^pt United States Navr. 
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Commodore Dale having been mentioned in the coume 
of ttic foregoing life of the Chevaher Paul Jones, a brief bio« 
graphical sketch of that respectab^ officer maj be eatiifiic** 
toiT to the reader. 

He was born on the Weatern Branch, four or five milea 
iiriMi Necfblk, Virginia* He went to sea wlmi he was be^- 
twMO 13 upd la rearaof age, and senred Us time In the 
employment of Thoaau Ikwton, a lespeetaMe OMrchant of 
Norfolk. In the autumn of 1775, he was the mate of a brig 
belonging to Col. Newton, and arrived at Norfolk, where a 
British ship of war was lying, and things very unsettled. — 
He proceeded with the brig up James River, to City Point. 
In March, 1776, Capt. Barrett, the commander of the brig, 
was engaged in the Virginia state service, and Commodore 
Dale was sent down the river by him to baudy Point, in a 
laaaU achooner, for loaie j;iin8»and waa captaied by • Bri* 
tiih tender and taken to lioifolk. In July, he entered aa m 
midshipman on board the United States' bri^ Laifaigton, 
Capt. Barry. In October he sailed in tbat brig as master^ 
mate, from Philadelphia to Cape Francois. On his retuniy 
towards the end of December, Commodore Dale was cap- 
tured by the British frigate Liverpool, off the Capes of Vir- 
ginia. The wind was strong and the sea hi^h at the time, 
so that the enemy could take only seven of the ofticers oat« 
The remaining omcers and crew retook the brig the foIlofr<» 
iug night, and carried her to Baltimore. On the Ist of Ja« 
nnar^, 1777, he wu huided on Cape Henk>peo, made tie 
best of his way to Philadelphia, and was oidered by the 
Navy Department at Baltimore. From thence he sailed in 
IVlarch for Boiirdcaux, in the brig Lexington, Henry John- 
ston commander, and from Bourdeaux to Nantes, to join 
Capt. Wicks in the ship Reprisal, and Capt. Samuel Nichol' 
son in a cutter. He sailed on a cruise from that place in 
May or June to the Bay of Biscay, the English and Irish 
Channels, and was chased into Morlaix, where he remained 
for some time. He sailed from that port about the 17th or 
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of four hours, the ammunition having all been expended, Ui« 
vessel struck, and Commodore Dalejras carried into MiU 
prison. He road© his escape in FjelAarjr foltowio^ armred 
at Losdon, was retaken, «nd sent back to pnson. Jo Fe- 
teuary, 1779, te ^ escape a second tiisl, went mp fo 
Liondon, tfience toDover, to Calais, to Paris, to Nantes, sjid' 
lo L'Orient, where he joined Commodore Jones in the Boo 
bomme Richard, as master's mate. Before the sailing of 
that ship, Jones made him his first lieutenant. Commodore 
Dale^s account of the battle with the Scrajiis will tx; found 
in the preceding narrative. He returned, about the age of 
22 years and 6 mouths, with Jones, in th« Ariel, to Phila- 
delphia, where he et/burcA m boud the Trombntl of 38 nms, 
Gent James Nicholson, and was takes off the Capepof Dol^ 
mm hf two BittiBh shipe of war «# carried inlo New-Yoi*^ 
in Aogost, 17$1. He wis exchanged in teeaceeeding No* 
venber* 

When, under the present constitution of the United State?, 
the naval establishment was commenced. Commodore Dale 
was honorably remembered. He was appointed a captain 
on the 1 1th of May, 1 79n, to take rank Irom the 4th of June, 
1794. In May, 1798, the conMnand of the sloop of war 
Ganges, of 24 guns, was EiTen to him, with orders to-craise 
between the Capes of Viiiginia ^nd Long-Ishnd, so as to 
afford tibo best protection in his power to our jarisdictioanl 
tilfllbt, and to all vessels of the United States coming in or 
gomg off the coast, against French cruisers. Oi\ iHe. of 
February, 1799, he went to (he East Indies on furlough.—- 
On the 28th of April, 1801, lie was appointed to the com- 
mand of the American squadron in the Mediterranean, to 
• protect our commerce from the attacks of the Regencies of 
Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. IJo. resigned his commission 
on the 17th of December, 1803, and now mides In Phtln- 
dd^phia, in tiie bosom of an nminble &miljr, respected and 
beloved bjr a numerous circle of relations, friends, and ne- 
qoaintnnces, enjoying the fruits of his manly and patriotic 
exertions in the cause of American Independence. The 
following attestation of character by the Chevalier John 
Paul Jones, speaks impressively in favor of the gallant, in* 
trepid, and worthy veteran Dale : . 

Cbmaiodm /. PamlJcmes's Utter of recommmdaUomamdmriifi'' 
cale tf merit far Utut. Rirhard Dale, daUd /n^ 19ik^ 17«I. 
The bearer hereof, Mr. Richard Dale, having serrad aa a 

masters-mate in the Continental i>rjgantine Leicii^on, and 
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caped from an Engliih prison long af\er that brigantine was taken, 
in the European seas, was employed by me in France in the 
spring of 1779, on board the continental ship of war Bon homme 
Richard, as a masters-mate. In the summer of that year 1 pro- 
moted him to t|ie station of lieutenant, anfl gave him u commis- 
sion. He was with me as lieutenant in that ship on a cruise in 
the Bay of Biscay, and on the expedition from France round the 
west of Ireland, by the north, to the Texel. He afterward 
was with me as a lieutenant in the Alliance from the Texel to 
Spain and back to France, and from France he came with me as 
lieutenant in the Ariel to this city. In the action between the 
Bon homme Richard and the Serapis, he commanded the fore- 
part of the battery of 12 pounders, imd did his utmost till it was 
silenced by the fire of the Serapis, the Couotess of Scarborough, 
and the Alliance, He afterward did his best to assist at the 
pumps and other places, showing a firmness and military spirit 
which does him the highest honor, and for which be has my 
particular thanks. When the Ariel was dismounted he shewed 
no less firmness, and in the action between the Ariel and Tri- 
iimph did his duty with great spirit. Mr. Dale is included in the 
vote of thanks with which I have been honored by the United 
States in Congress assembled since my return from Europe, and 
will, I am sure, always approve himself a good man, and deser- 
ving officer. Given under my hand and seal at Philadelphia ihh 
18th day of July, 1781. 

BZOORAPHIOAI. SKUTCH OF 
LIEUT. ELIJAH HALL. 

Having given a brief outline of the character of Commo- 
dore Dale, it would be injustice to omit a due notice of ano- 
ther brave and meritorious officer, who served with the 
Chevalier John Paul Jones. We allude to Elijah Hall, 
who was a lieutenant under the Chevalier in the Ranger. 

Lieut. Hall had entered on board this vessel at Ports- 
mouth, New-Hampshire, before her departure for France, 
and was in her with Jones in his cruise on the coasts of Scot- 
land and Ireland, in the descent on Whitehaven, and in the 
battle with the Drake. When Simpson behaved so badly 
as to disobey orders, it was Hall that was selected to arrest 
liim, and to command the Drake in his stead. The pronu- 
nent traits of Lieut. Hall's character were promptitude and 
energy ; of which he gave a remarkable instance in repair- 
ing the Drake in the course of one night, with the assistance 
of forty men, after Simpson had pronounced it impossible in 
her then shattered condition. 
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LieuL HaU went to Brest with Jones ; aod when, tiuxxj^Ii 
the benevolence of the latter, Simpson was put in command 
of the Ranger for the purpose of returting to .4lnerica, HaU 
occupied the post of first lieutenant. After his return to 
the United States, he wa« engaged in several eipeditioss 
against the enemj, on board the same ship, with Commo- 
dore Whipple, and was very successful in mtaking captnres, 
most of which arrived safelj in port. When the America, 
74, was assigned to Jones, he otiTered Lieut. Hall a very 
honorable and efficient station in her; but the gift of that 
vessel to France frustrated his good intentions. Lieut. Hal! 
eventually proceeded in the Ranger, with other ships of war, 
to assist in the defence of Charleston, South-Carolina, where 
he fell into the hands of ^e enemy, in common with the 
garrison, by capitulation. He returned to New-Hampshire^ 
but was not exchanged until a general surrender of prison- 
ers. He never resigned bis commission, and was always 
ready for active service. At the close of the war of the 
revolution he engaged in commercial pursuits, by which he 
enriched himself; but suffered considerably by the British 
orders in council, and the French, Berlin, and Milan decrees. 
Although offered a pension by government, he would not 
receive it ; but accepted the appointment of naval officer 
for Portsmouth, a situation which he still retains, at the ad- 
vanced age of 83. With the snow of so many winters upon 
his head, he discharges his duty, it is understood, with the 
greatest satisfaction to the merchants and others, affording 
proof of an uncommon vigor of constitution and strength of 
intellect. Faithful to his country and true to his duty in 
every situation, there can be no doubt that a consciousness 
of probity has ensured for him that intellectual tranquillity 
which is so favorable to human life. 

As far as the author of this work is informed. Commodore 
Dale and Lieutenant Hall are the only surviving office-s of 
all those who, at various times, sailed with and fought under 
the Chevalier John Paul Jones. Time has laid others in 
the dust ; but seems to have preserved these two venerable 
men as a sample of the stout hearts and strong frames of the 
heroes who braved the shores and squadrons of Great Bri- 
tain, and plucked laurels in her very ports to deck the brow 
and promote the glory of infant America. 
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